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^'■iculture, 


Entered  at  the  Post  Office  at  Chicago,  111.,  for  trariNniission  through  the  mails  at  S'  cond-class  rates. 


A  MONTHLY   JOURNAL   DEVOTED    TO    THE    ELEVATOR    AND    GRAIN  INTERESTS. 


PUKLISIIED  BT  1     __  _______ 

MITCHELL  BROS.  COMPANY  ^  VOL  XXII 

(iNCORPOliATED).  ) 


CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS,  DECEMBER  15,  1903. 


K     \        f  0LL4E  PEE  ANNUM, 

-IMt).     D.      j      SINGLE  COPY,  TEN  CENTS. 


The  Beall 
Non-Vibrating 
Warehouse  and 
Elevator  Separator. 

(Motion  of  Sieve,  30  Per  Minute) 


If  you  are  looking  for  a  warehouse 
or  elevator  separator  that  will  not 
shake  itself  to  pieces  in  a  few 
months,  and  that  will  beat  any- 
thing for  the  purpose  you  ever  saw 

HERE  IT  IS. 


THE  BEALL  IMPROVEMENTS  CO., 

DECATUR,  ILL. 


MORE  SALEM  BUCKETS  USED 
THAN  ANY  OTHER. 


SALEM 

PI 

SKILLIN  <a  RICHARDS  MFG.  CO. 

127-147  FULTON  STREET.  CHICAGO 

MAM\/FACT\/'RE'RS      AJVD      rX/'RJVISHE'RS'      OF      ALL     KIJVDS-  OF 

ELEVATOR  MACHINERY  " 


WRITE  FtoK  CATALOG  AND  PRICES.  POWER    TRANSMISSION,  ETC^ 


COMPLETE  OUTFITS 


L.  R.  FYFE 

Stock  Orders  Executed 
on  New  York  Stock 
Exchange  Over 
Private  Wires 


Members  Chicago  Board  of  Trade, 
Milwaukee  Chamber  of 
Commerce 


GJfA/NePROV/S/ONS. 


STOCKS        BONDS        COFFEE  COTTON 

sa-se  Board  of  Trade   BIdg.,  Chicago 

MtHNmAPOUiS  sr.  LOUIS  MILWAUKEE 

H,  M.  Paynter,  In  Charge  of  Cash  Grain  Department 


L.  H.  MANSON 

The  Post  or  Journal  con- 
taining our  Daih'  Market 
Letter,   in    which  ap- 
pears Chicago  Board 
of  Trade  continu- 
ous quotations 
from  the  open- 
ing  to  the 
c  1  o  s  e  of 
business 
will  be  sent  free  upon  application 

Tel.  Harrison  1925-2189 
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Corn  SKellers?   Do  We  Make  'Em? 


Well,  ^ust  ask  us  for  a  copy 
of  our  Catalogue  No.  35 

TT  tells  all  about  the  best  and  most  complete  line  of 
Corn  Shelling  Machinery  manufactured.    We  make 
Shellers  and  Cleaners  as  separate  machines.     Also  a 
complete  line  of 

Combined  SKellers  and  Cleaners 

for  shelling  both  husked  and  unhusked  corn. 


iLoMGHEN  ones.  C  CO. 

NEW  PROCESS  CORN  SHELLER  ONLY. 


The  New  Process  Combined  Shuck  Sheller  and  Cleaner 
is  the  only  machine  that  can  be  fitted  for  either  husked  corn 
of  Northern  states  or  the  unhusked  corn  of  Southern  states. 

If  you  re  going  to  buy  a  Corn  Sheller 
or  Corn  Cleaner,  get  a  New  Process. 

We  are  also  manufacturers  of  Power  Transmission  Appliances 
and  Grain  Elevating  and  Conveying  Machinery.  We  solicit  specifi- 
cations and  the  privilege  of  quoting  on  any  requirements  in  this  line. 

Marseilles  Mfg.  Co.  TS's'"' 


NEW  PROCESS  CORN  CLEANER.  WITH  SHUCK  SEPARATING  FAN. 


Peoria,  III., 


 BRANCHES  

Council  Bluffs  and  Cedar  Rapids,  Ia„ 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Mid-Holiday 
Announcement 


'  I  "HE  old  established  firm  of  Philip  Smith,  of  Sidney, 
Ohio,  during  December  is  undergoing  a  change  in 
membership,  and  after  January  1,  1904,  will  be  incor- 
porated as  the  Philip  Smith  Co.,  with  officers  composed 
of  Philip  Smith,  President;  C.  A.  Davis,  Vice-President; 
B.  D.  Heck,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  Charles  Widmer, 
Superintendtrnt. 

Mr.  Smith,  as  will  be  seen,  retains  an  interest  in 
the  firm  and  no  other  changes  will  be  made  in  the 
affairs  of  the  company  besides  the  admission  of  the  new 
members  who  have  been  for  some  time  closely  identified 
with  the  business. 

We  wish  to  state  that  all  the  old  specialties  with 
which  the  grain  trade  is  familiar  will  be  manufactured 
and  sold  as  usual,  and  new  specialties  and  machines 
placed  on  the  market  as  from  time  to  time  the  require- 
ments of  tlie  trade  demand  them.  It  will  be  the  purpose 
of  the  company  to  pay  special  attention  to  the  needs 
of  the  grain  trade. 

Expressing  our  thanks  for  former  patronage  and 
trusting  that  our  relations  maj-  be  mutually  j^rofitable 
during  1904.  Very  truly. 


The  Philip  Smith  Co.,  Sidney,  O. 


PATENT  STRETCHED  ELEVATOR  BELTING. 


Write 
For 
Prices. 


Will 

Give  You 
Prompt 
Attention. 


THE  QUTTA  PERCHA  AND  RUBBER  HFQ.  CO.. 

96  AND  08  LAKE  STREET,  CHICAGO. 


"THE  IDEAL  ELEVATOR  BELT." 

For  Elevating,  Conveying  and 
Power-Transmitting 

BELTING 


Gives  the  best  results.  Holds  buckets  firmly  and 
securely,  and  resists  heaviest  strains.  Will  do  50% 
more  work  than  the  best  rubber  belt,  and  will  outlast 
three  of  the  same.  Its  record  for  nineteen  years 
handling  crain,  stone,  sand,  ore,  coal  and  clay 
substantiates  our  claim.  Belts  warranted  uniform 
throuehout.  Made  of  any  width  up  to  100  inches, 
and  any  lengih  up  to  one  mile. 


MAIN  BELTING  COMPANY, 


1219.1241  Carpeater  St.,  Philadelpkla. 
55-57  Market  St.,  Cblcafo. 
I2«  Pearl  St.,  Bosloo. 


SEND  FOR  PRICE  LISTS  AND  SAMPLE 
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GASOLINE  ENGINES 

Stationary  and  Portable.    1^  to  300  Horse  Power.    Free  E.xRibitions  Daily. 


Estimates  given 
for  Electric  Light 
Plants,  Water 
Works  and  Grain 
Elevator  Con- 
struction. 


ElevfiLtor  MaLcKiivery 
CreaLin  SepaLfSLtors 

Call  on  or  write  for  cataloe.  plans  and  speciticalions  to 


E.  G.  HICKS  CREAM  SEPARATOR  CO. 

206  NlooUot  and  207  Hervrvepln  Avcrwjos,  MINNEAPOLIS.  MINNESOTA 


HALL  SIGNALLING  DISTRIBUTOR 

NON-MIXING 

All  Distributors 

Save  only  this 

MIX  GRAIN 

in  distribution.  Some  slop,  some  fill  up  the  spout  and 
elevator  head,  with  20  bushels,  and  scatter  it  into  every 
bin  tube  when  spout  is  shifted.  The 

SIGNALLING  FEATURE 

of  our  device  obviates  it  all,  and  lasts  forever. 

HALL  DISTRIBUTOR  CO. 

506  First  National  Bank.  Omaha,  Neb. 


THE  VICTORY 

CORN  AND  FEED  MILL 


Oldest  and  best 
Grinding  Mill  made. 


STRONG.    SIMPLE.  DURABLE 

Especially   adapted  to  grinding  ear  corn, 
shelled  corn,  wheat,  oats,  rye,  etc. 

Manufactured  by 

THOMAS  ROBERTS 

Established  1876        SPRINGFIELD.  OHIO 


GRAIN  PURIFYING 


You  Need  Have  No  Hot  Oats— 

Our  System  Will  Cool  Them. 

You  Need  Have  No  Bin-Burned  Oats — 

Our  Sysltm  Will  Tre-Veni  "Bin- "Burning. 

While  our  system  for  purifying  is  beneficial  to  all  grains, 
it  is  especially  valuable  to  oats  and  barley  in 

Removinit  Mold,  Must,  Smut,  Fungus  and  Weather 
or  Water  Stains,  Bad  Odors  and  Smells,  Cooling 
When  Hot.  Drying  When  Moist, 


and  without  impairing 
germinating  qualities. 


their   natural   color,    aroma  or 


An  elevator  proprietor  who  never  saw  a  purifier  until  he  installed  ours  during 
the  past  season,  informs  us  that  he  took  four  cars  of  mixed  oats  all  of  the  same 
quality,  and  after  purifying  two  cars  shipped  to  Chicago,  where  the  two  cars  not 
purified  inspected  "No.  4,  badly  damaged,  musty,"  and  the  two  cars  purified  in- 
spected "No.  2  oats."  Then  of  three  cars  of  poor  white  oats  of  like  quality,  he 
purified  one  car  and  two  he  did  not  purify,  and  shipped  to  Chicago,  where  the  two 
cars  not  purified  inspected  "No  grade  white  oats,  burnt,"  and  the  car  purified 
inspected  "Three  white  oats."  Last  month  he  took  seven  cars  of  No.  4  white  oats 
and  purified  them  and  sent  to  Chicago,  where  they  were  officially  inspected  two 
cars  as  "No.  3  white  oats"  and  five  cars  as  "Standard." 

FOR  DESCRIPTIVE  CIRCULARS  AND 
SAMPLES    OF    GRAIN,  ADDRESS, 


CALDWELL   ®.  BARR. 

EARL      PARK.  INDIANA 

Both  our  Purifier  and  Process  for  Purifying  are  fully  covered  by  U.  S.  Letters 
Patents,  and  we  have  been  granted  the  only  Process  Patent  ever  issued  by  the 
United  States  Government  on  a  process  for  treating  grain. 


NO  SHAKE,  NO  TREMBLE— Steadiness  Itself. 


The  Invincible  sbr"'  Separators 

Can  be  placed  anywhere  in  the  elevator. 
They  never  shake  the  building  but  stand  as  steady  as  a  rock. 
Their  work  is  perfect. 
Write  for  latest  catalogue. 


Invincible  Grain  Cleaner  Company, 

SILVER  CREEK,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 

Also  rianufacturers  of  the 

Needle  Screen  Gravity  Separator  and  Spiral  Belt  Separator. 


-REPRESENTED  BY- 


W.  J.  Scott,  94  Traders'  BIdg.,  Chicago,  111.  Edward  A.  Ordway.  612  Exchange  Bldg.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Chas.  H.  Scott,  307  So.  3d  Street,  Minneapolis,  Minn.       J.  N.  Bacon,  Blacherne  Block,  Indianapolis,  Ind 
N.  B.  Trask,  Lochlel  Hotel,  Harrlsburg,  Pa. 
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Riter=Conley  Mfg.  Co., 

MANUFACTURERS,  ENGINEERS,  CONTRACTORS. 

Grain  Elevators  of  Steel, 


ALSO 


Gas  Holders  with  Steel  Tanks* 


Cross  section  of  Great  Northern  Elevator  furnished  by 
us  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Three  million  bushels'  capacity. 
Steel  throughout. 


Water  and  Oil  Tanks, 
Steel  Buildings, 
Steel  Stacks  and 
steel  Construction  of 
Every  Description, 

Designed, 
Furnished  and 
Erected  in 

All  Parts  of  the  World. 


General  Office,  Water  Street,  Pittsburg. 

Plate,  Tank  and  Boiler  Works,  First,  Second  and  Third  Aves. 

Structural  Works,  Preble  Avenue,  Allegheny  City,  Pa. 

New  York  OflSce,  39  and  41  Cortlandt  Street. 

LONG-DISTANCE  TELEPHONE  CONNECTIONS. 


Dodge  Nanufacturing  Co. 


ENGINEERS,       FOUNDERS,  MACHINISTS, 


."iTwS"  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  U.  S.  A. 

Branches:  Chicago,  Boston,  New  York.  Cincinnati,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
London,  Eng. 

manufacture  a  complete  line  of 

GRAIN  El^eyAI^OR 
MACHINj^RY 


Embracing  latest  types  of  Grain  Trippers,  Power  Shovels,  Car  Pullers,  Belt  Conveyors,  Marine  Legs, 
Spouting,  Etc.;  Self-oiiing  and  Dustproof  Bearings,  also  Dodge  American 
Sy.stem  Manila  Rope  Transmission. 

The  following  Qraln  Elevators,  ander  construction  or  in  operation,  are  among  those  recently  equipped: 


Illinois  Central  R.  K.,  New  Orleans,  La., 
Northern  Grain  Co,,  Manitowoc,  Wis., 
Northern  Grain  Co.,  Council  Bluffs,  la., 
Botsford  &  Jenks,  Meaford,  Ont., 
Chicago  Dock  Co.,  Chicago,  ni.,  - 
1).  H.  Stuhr  Grain  Co.,  Hammond,  Ind., 
Electric  Steel  Elevator,  Buffalo,  - 
McKeynolds  &  Co.,  Hammond,  Ind  ,  - 
Calumet  Elevator  Co.,  South  Chicago,  111., 
Rosenbaum  Bros.,  South  Chicago,  111., 
Peavey  Grain  Co.,  South  Chicago,  111., 
Chlcago-O'Nell  Grain  Co.,  South  Chicago,  111., 


capacity,  1,200,000  bu 
1,200,000  " 

750,000  " 

"        1,000,000  " 

1,000,000  " 

600,000  " 

1,200,000  " 

2,000,000  " 

1,200,000  " 

1,000,000  " 

1,600.000  " 

750,000  '• 


etc.,  etc. 


Have  the  Largest  Factory  in  the  World  Exclusively  Devoted  to  the  Manufacture  of  Power  Transmliiini; 
Machinery.   CATALOGUE  UPON  APPLICATION. 


BARNARD'S  PERFECTED  ELEVATOR  SEPARATOR 


Have  Not  Changed 
Their  Opinion 

They  still  believe  the  Perfected  Separator 

is  the  best. 
Wherever  used  it  meets  all  requirements 

and  wins  the  praise  of  the  operator. 


Cedar  Rapids,  la.,  Oct.  8,  1903. 

Barnard  &  Leas  Mfg.  Co. 

Goillemoi : — We  have  sixteen  of  your  Perfected  Separators  in 
use.  When  we  bought  those  machines  we  considered  them  the  best 
on  the  market,  and  are  pleased  to  say  that  we  are  still  of  the  same 
opinion.  Yours  truly, 

.\merican  Cereal  Co. 


The  superior  sieve  and  air  separations 
of  this  machine,  and  its  manner  of  saving 
the  screenings  for  feed  are  features  which 
merit  your  consideration.  Send  for  circulars 


Barnard  6v  Leas  Mfg.  Co.,  Moline,  111. 

Builders     of      Elevators      and     Elevator  Machinery 
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USE    YOUR.   OWN  SEAL 


With  your  name  on 
and  numbered  con- 
secutively. 

The  Tydeiv 

Self-Locking 

Seal 

Is  now  used  by  some 
of  the  largest  rail- 
roads and  private 
shippers  in  this 
country. 

Write  for  free 
samples. 


International  Seal  <a  Lock  Co.  "mIo?.*" 


The  Crops 
Must  Be  Moved 


'ehe  BOOK  CORN 

SHOULD  BE  ON  THE  DESK  OF  EVERY 
ELEVATOR  MAN  WHO  HANDLES  CORN 

It  is  the  only  work  that  covers  the  field  from  the  growing  to  the  final 
disposition  of  the  cereal.    An  exhaustive  treatise  on  corn 
growing,  breeding,  marketing,  etc. 

The  book  has  been  prepared  by  specialists,  under  the  direction  of  Herbert 
Myrick,  and  covers  all  features  of  the  corn  business.  It  tells  not  only  how  corn 
should  be  treated  by  the  farmer  as  producer  in  every  step  of  the  program  of 
corn  culture,  but  also  how  to  market  corn  and  what  ultimately  becomes  of  it — 
on  the  farm,  as  feed;  or  in  the  world's  markets  as  the  raw  material  of  vast 
manufacturing  industries.        .       .       .       -       Price,  $1.50  per  copy 

For  sale  by  MITCHELL  BROTHERS  CO. 

315  DEARBORN  STREET.  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 


If  your  Elevator  needs  any  machinery 
to  help  move  your  share  of  these 
crops,  let  us  hear  from  you.  We 
manufacture  a  complete  line  of  ma- 
chinery for  "moving  crops."  Send 
for  our  General  Catalogue,  and  if  you 
are  interested  in  Belt  Conveyors,  ask 
for  our  special  book  on  this  subject. 


Stephens-Adamson  Mfg.  Co. 

Main  Office  and  Works    ^    Aurora,  111. 


3-PAIR-HtGH,  SIX-ROLLER  MILL. 


CUSTOM  WORK! 

UTILIZE  YOUR  POWER 
BY  OPERATING  A  GOOD  MILL  FOR  GRINDE^G 

...FEED  AND  MEAL.. 

 IT  PAYS  

■WE  MANUFACTURE 

THREE-ROLL,  TWO-BREAK  MILLS,  2  Sizes. 

THREE-PAIR  HIGH,  SEX-ROLLER  MILLS,  4  Sizes. 

TWO-PAIR  HIGH,  FOUR-ROLLER  MILLS,  5  Sizes, 

PORTABLE  FRENCH  BUHR  MILLS, 

85  Sizes  and  Styles. 
SEND  FOR  BOOK  ON  MILLS. 


VERTICAL 

UNDER  RUNNERS, 

UPPER  RUNNERS, 

PULLEY  AND  GEAR  DRIVES. 


ELEVATOR  SUPPLIES  and  POWER  CONNECTIONS. 


ROPE  DRIVES,  QEARINQ,  CORN  SHELLERS  and  CLEANERS,  GRAIN  CLEANERS. 


DUST  COLLECTORS 


(Tubular,  Automatic). 


CUPS. 


We  manufacture  Elevator  Cups  for  all  purposes,  and  make  a  greater  number  of  sizes  than  found  in  any  standard  list.  Our  Cups  have  greater  capacity 
than  others  of  same  rated  sizei  for  instance,  our  3ix3  inch,  list  pcjce  9c.,  has  as  much  capacity  as  others  3ix3i  inch,  list  price  10c.  Our  prices  are  right. 

CORRESPONDENCE  SOLIOTED. 


NORDYKE  &  MARMON  CO.,       INDIANAPOLIS,  INDIANA,  U.  S.  A. 

FLOURING  MILL  ENGINEERS,  IRON  FOUNDERS  AND  MACHINISTS.      ESTABLISHED  laSJ. 
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6onv6ulnfl,  Eievatlno  ano  Power-Transmittino  MaGlilnery 

H,  W.  CALDWELL  &  SON  CO. 


GENERAL  MACHINISTS, 


Western  Avenue,  17th  to  18th  Streets,  Chicago,  III. 


Eastern  Sales  and  Bn^ineering  Office,  R.  410,  95  Liberty  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y.       Southeastern  Sales  and  eng;ineer)ng  Office,  R.  423-4  Empire  BIdg.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Southwestern  Sales  and  Engineering  Office,  R.  202  Trust  BIdg.,  Dallas,  Tex. 


CALDWELL  HELICOID  CONVEYOR. 


Specialties  for 

Grain  Elevators  and  Mills. 


THE  ONLY  PERFECT  SPIRAL 
CONVEYOR;  with  Flight  of  One 
Continuous  Strip  of  fletal. 


CALDWELL  CORRUGATED  SEAMLESS 
STEEL  ELEVATOR  BUCKETS. 


LINK  BELTING. 
SPROCKET  WHEELS. 
COTTON  BELTING. 
RUBBER  BELTING. 
LEATHER  BELTING. 
BELT  CLAMPS. 
POWER  GRAIN  SHOVELS. 
ELEVATOR  BOLTS. 
ELEVATOR  BUCKETS. 
CONCRETE  MIXERS. 


FRICTION  CLUTCHES. 
JAW  CLUTCHES. 
COUPLINGS. 
FLEXIBLE  SPOUTS. 
GEARING  (all  kinds). 
GRAIN  SCOOPS. 
ELEVATOR  BOOTS. 
COGSWELL  MILLS. 
HANGERS. 

PERFORATED  METALS. 


PILLOW  BLOCKS. 
IRON  PULLEYS. 
WOOD  PULLEYS. 
SHAFTING. 
SET  COLLARS. 
SWIVEL  SPOUTS. 
TAKE-UP  BOXES. 
TURN  HEAD  SPOUTS. 
WIRE  CLOTH. 


Elevator 
Boot. 


OrR  JVEW  CATAIiOeUE  No.  86  (440  PAejSS,  CIjOTH  BOUND)  WIIiLi  BE  SENT  UPON  APPM CATION. 


H.  L.  THORNBURGH  &  CO. 

245-247  S.  Jefferson  St.,  Chicago,  111. 
Furnishes  Standard  Goods  at  Right  Prices. 


GRAIN  ELEVATOR  MACHINERY  AND  MILL  SUPPLIES 


Power  Transmission,  Gas  Engines.  Steam  Engines 

and  Boilers. 


ESTIMATES  FURNISHED 


Grain  Dealers 
National  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Co. 

"Mutual  life  insurance  is  taken  for  the 
benefit  of  the  mutual  profit-sharing  plan. 
That  Is  what  we  sell  In  fire  Insurance." 

Correspond  with 

C.  A.  McCOTTER,  Secretary 

INDIANAPOLIS,  IND. 


MILL  OWNERS' 

MUTUAL  fIRt  INSDRAIKE 

COMPANY 

OeS    IVIOINES,    I  ONA/^  A 

Insures  Mills,  Elevators,  Warehouses 
and  Contenti. 

Oldest  Flour  Mill  Mutual  in  Amirica 

SAVED  TO  MEMBERS 
NEARLY  $1,000,000.00 


DES  MOINES,  lA. 


nilCT  I     nilCT  I     QIBBS'  PATENT  DUST 

UUdI  I  UUwl  I  PROTECTOR  is  invalu- 
able to  operatives  in  every 
industry  where  dust  is  trou- 
blesome. It  has  been 
thoroughly  tested  for  many 
years  in  every  kind  of  dust 
and  is  the  only  reliable  pro- 
I  tector  known.  Perfect  veitil- 
Ifltlon.  Nickel  -  plated  pro- 
tector, $1,  postpaid.  Circu- 
lars free.    Agents  wanted. 

GIBBS  RESPIRATOR  CO., 
34  La  Salle  St.,  CHICAGO 


INSURANCE 

ON  GRAIN  ELEVATORS 
AND  CONTENTS 

Is  furnished  at  cost  by  the 

Millers'  National  Insurance  Co., 
of  Chicago. 

It  is  a  Mutual  Company  which  insures 
more  mills  and  grain  elevators  than  any 
other  company  in  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  in  business  27  years  and  its 
average  annual  cost  for  insurance  to  mu- 
tual policy-holders  has  been  about  one-half 
of  the  board  rates  of  stock  companies. 

It  had  admitted  assets,  January  1,  1903, 
of  S3, 380, 676. 56,  and  a  net  cash  surplus 
over  all  liabilities  of  §466,594.95.  Losses 
paid,  §3,939,221.28. 

The  same  conservative  management 
which  has  directed  the  Company's  affairs 
all  through  its  prosperous  existence  will 
be  continued. 

Before  placing  your  insurance,  write  to 
the  Company  at  No.  205  La  Salle  Street, 
Chicago,  for  a  copy  of  the  circular,  and 
statement,  which  fully  explains  the  Com- 
pany's method  of  insuring  your  class  of 
property  on  the  mutual  plan.  If  your  risk 
is  up  to  the  required  standard  you  cannot 
afford  to  insure  in  any  other  company. 

W.  L.  BARNUM,  Secy. 


Midland  Machinery  Co. 


MANUFACTURERS  AND 
JOBBERS  OF 


Elevator  Machinery  ^  Supplies 

WE  HAVE  THE  BEST  FRICTION  CLUTCH 

EVER    OFFERED    AT    A    MODERATE  PRICE 

412  South  Third  Street,       MINNEAPOLIS.  MINN. 


The  grain  wouldn't  have 
been  lost 


if  it  had  been  carried  in 

THE  SPEAR  ENVELOPES 

Carries  Safely,  Fastens  Securely. 
Insures  Delivery 

HEYWOOD    MFC  CO. 

420  No.  Third  St.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


TRIUMPH 
POWER 

CornSHELlef^ 


COJARTUTT 

Cleveland  o. 


I^.C-'^F'G-  &  SUPPLY  CO 


SHAFTING 

POWER  TRANSMITTING 
APPLIANCES 


MANILA  ROPE 
TRANSMISSION 
MACHINERY 


TURNED 

IRON 
SHEAVES 


i 

SPROCKET  WHEELS 
ANO  CHAIN5 


STANDARD  SCREW 


CONVEYOR 


ELEVATOR  BUCKETS  FORALL  PURPOSES 

OUR 
MANUFACTURES 
INCLUDE  *FUU.  Line  OF 
MODERN  POWEH 
TRANSMITTING 
APPLIANCES 
ELEVATING  SCONUEYING 
HflCHINERY-GflS  A  GASOLINE.ENG  INES 

429  431  W.  ST. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SEEDS 


THE  ALBERT  DICKINSON  CO. 


'DCALCHS  IN' 


GRASS  SEEDS,  CLOVERS,  FLAX  SEED,  LAWN  GRASS,  BEANS, 

PEAS,  POP  CORN,  BIRD  SEEDS,  BUCKWHEAT,  BAGS,  ETC. 
CHICAGO,  ILL.  Branch:  Minneapolis,  Minn 
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Monarch  Attrition  Mills 


Are  the  only  ones  that  have  all  the  points  of  superiority.  These  are  the  mills  with 
Phosphor  Bronze  Interchangeable  Bearings,  Cable  Chain  Oilers,  Double  Movable  Base, 
Interchangeable  or  Seal  Rings,  Quick  Release,  Safety  Spring,  Relief  Springs,  Special 
Adjustable  Three-Pulley  Drive,  Ball  Bearings,  Hammered  Steel  Shafting,  Etc.    All  these 

features  have  been  incorporated  in  the  Monarch 
Attrition  Mill  in  order  to  make  it  the  best  feed 
grinder. 


GRINDS 
CORN 
AND  COB 
AND  ALL 
SMALL 
GRAIN 


(iL-ntlemcn:  Wo  are  still  run- 
ning the  mill  boUKhtof  you.  find 
we  have  not  spent  one  eont  for 
repairs  to  this  date.  The  mill  was 
llrstnin  about  July  iri,  18U7,  with 
10  horse  power  nftJ^^'lno  enjrine, 
and  we  ^rind  2ft  bushels  of  corn 
or  busliels  of  rye. corn  and  oats 
mixed.  For  the  last  year  I  have 
n-eii  tryinp  to  llnd  a  prinder  that 
would  (ii  iiul  fine  and  at  the  same 
Mint*  ^frlnd  faster  with  the  same 
power,  but  I  have  concluded  that 
1  liave  the  best  there  is  nmfle. 
Yours  truly, 
J.  E.  Li  TSEY,  Slocum  P.  O.,  Va. 


CATALOGUE 
ON  REQUEST 


SPROUT,  WALDROIN  &  CO. 

BOX  320,  MUNCY,  PA. 

Burr  Mills,  Crushers,  Shelters  and  a  Full  line  of  Milling  Machinery. 


Bowsher's  All-Around  Feed  Mill 


(Sold  with  or  witliout  sackiog  elevator) 

It  CRUSHES  ear  corn  (with  or  with- 
out shucks)  and  GRINDS  ali  kinds 
small  grain  and  KAFFIR  IN  THE 
HEAD.  Has  CONICAL  shaped 
GRINDERS.  DIFFERENT  FROM 
ALL  OTHERS.  RUNS  LIGHT. 
Can  run  EMPTY  WITHOUT  IN- 
JURY. Ahead  of  rolls  or  stones  in 
speed  and  quality  of  work. 


Drive  pulley  overhung.    Belt  to  it  from  any  direc- 
tion,    flakes  complete  independent  outfit. 


YOU  NEED  a  mill  now.  QUIT 
THINKING  about  it.  COMMENCE 
to  investigate.  Give  US  a  chance 
and  we'll  tell  you  WHY  we  think 
ours  is  the  best. 

SEVEN  SIZES:  2  to  25  H.  P. 

Circular  sent  for  the  asking. 


KAY  PIM  MNFG.  CO. 


Manufacturers  of 


Elevating,  Conveying 


-AND- 


Powcr  Transmitting  Machinery 

SPECIALTIES  for  GRAIN  ELEVATORS  and  MILLS 

Sprockets  and  Link  Belting        Spiral  Conveyors 

Elevator  Boots  and  Buckets        Flexible  Spouts,  Swivel  Spouts 


Shafting,  Couplings,  Bearings,  Wood  and  iron  Pulleys,  Gearing, 
Twin  Heads  and  Special  Elevator  Belting. 
Special  Facilities  for  the  Manufacture  of  Rope  Drives. 

GENERAL   OFFICE  AND  WORKS: 
NORTH  BROADWAY,  MONROE  AND  SECOND  STREETS 
ST.  LOUIS.  MO. 


THE  N.  P.  BOWSHER  CO..  South  Bend.  Ind. 


WHY   NOT  USE 

THE  ORIGINAL 


CUTLER 

STEAM 
DRYER, 

Which  Is  also  a  successful 

Wheat  Heater  or  Temperer 
or  Dryer  for  Washed 
Wheat  or  Bran. 

It  leaves  the  Wheat  in  Perfect  Condition  for  the  Roils,    Will  also  dry 
Malster's,  Brewer's  and  Distiller's  Wet  Grain. 

Not  an  Experiment.  In  successful  use  25  years  drying 

COKN  MEAL.  AND  HOMINY, 

BREWERS'  GRITS  AND  MEAL, 

BUCKWHEAT,  RICE  AND 

ALL  CEREAL  PRODUCTS. 

ALSO  SAND,  COAL  DUST,  QRAPHITE  AND  CLAY  AND  ORE  OF  ALL  KINDSl 

Automatic  in  operation,  requiring  no  attention.  Double 
the  capacity  of  any  other  Dryer  sold  for  same  price. 

THE  CUTLER  CO.,  North  Wilbraham,  Mass. 


B/,e  FLOUR  CITY 

IMPROVED 

DISTRIBUTING  SPOUT 

COMBINES 

Strength  with  Simplicity, 
Ease  of  Operation  with  Certainty  of 
Adjustment 

Making  the  Flour  City  the  best  distributing  spout  on 
the  market  to-day.    Write  to-day  to 

POND  ®.  HASEY  CO. 

231  Fifth  Ave..  So..     MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 
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GRAIN  DRYING  and 
CONDITIONING 
SYSTEM 

WILL  COMPLETELY  DRY  AND  PUT 
DAMP  GRAIN  IN  FIRST-CLASS 
CONDITION. 


IS  COMPLETE, 
ECONOMICAL 
IN  OPERATION, 
AND  OCCUPIES 
SMALL  SPACE. 


S^^S.  HOWES  CO. 

SILVER  CREEK.  N.  Y. 

CHICAGO  OFFICE:  202  Traders  Building. 
NORTHWESTERN  OFFICE:  3  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
SOUTHWESTERN  REPRESENTATIVE:  J.  N.  Heater, 
care  Savoy  Hotel,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


Sullivan  Corn  Crushers 

For    CRACKING,  CRUSHING  and 
SHELLING  CORN 


^HENo.  12  Crusher, 
shown  herewith,  is 
a  complete  and  portable 
machine,  with  hopper, 
tight  and  loose  pulleys 
and  attachment  for 
shelling  Capacity, 
cracking  to  size  half 
that  of  kernel,  125  to 
200  bushels  per  hour. 


We  build  five  other  styles,  adapted  to  any 
conditions  of  service. 

SEND  FOR   NEW   ILLUSTRATED  CIRCULAR 


I 


MILLS 

FOR  ELEVATORS 

ALLK/UDS  MlPmC£5. 


IRON 
(]RINDER5 


COB  FEED 
CMOR  FEB 
TABLE  MEAL 


Richmond 
Indiana. 


FAIRBANKS-MORSE 

Gasoline 
Engines 


ARE  LIKE 
F-AIRBANKS 

SCALES, 


STANDARD, 
DURABLE, 
RELIABLE. 


Thousands  of  the  Scales  and  hundreds  of 
the  Engines  are  used  by  the  GRAIN  TRADE. 

FAIRBANKS,  MORSE  &  GO. 

CHICAGO. 

St.  Louis.     Minneapolis.     Cincinnati.     Cleveland.     Kansas  City.  Indianapolis. 
Louisville.   Omaha.    Detroit,   Portland.  Ore.    St.  Paul.  Denver. 
San  Francisco.    Los  Angeles.    Salt  Lake  City. 

Send  for  Special  Catalogue  "G"  Showing  Plans  for  Placing 
ENGINES  IN  ELEVATORS,  FLOUR  AND  FEED  MILLS,  ETC. 


J  5  5  A  DA  JNf 

PITT5BTJRG 

TMT-.  OP  E/-  '<  A r-r, KTS-     1  - 
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No.  109  Clipper  Seed  Cleaner 


The  "CINCINNATI  SPECIAL"  Cleaner 

shown  in  cut,  was  designed  especially  for  handling  large 
quantities  of  very  dirty  timothy,  red  top  and  other  light 
seeds.  The  first  seven  machines  made  in  this  style  are 
operated  in  Cincinnati,  from  which  fact  the  machine  derives 
its  name. 

The  No.  109  requires  from  two  to  three  horse  power 
when  run  to  full  capacity  of  65  to  100  bushels  of  seed  per 
hour,  or  300  to  400  bushels  of  grain  per  hour.  It  has  a 
screen  surface  42x60  inches  and  a  shoe  that  carries  three 
full  length  screens  and  one  half-length  scalper  screen, 
composing  a  set  of  coarse  and  fine  scalpers  and  two  grade 
screens. 

This  machine  is  adapted  to  cleaning  all  kinds  of  seeds 
and  is  being  successfully  used  by  some  of  the  largest  deal- 
ers in  the  country.  Like  all  "Clippers"  it  is  a  combina- 
tion machine,  and  gives  equally  good  results  on  both  seeds 
and  grain  when  equipped  with  the  proper  screens.  The 
No.  109  has  Traveling  Brushes  and  Special  Air  Controller, 
two  features  of  "Clipper"  superiority  well  known  all  over 
the  United  States  and  Canada  wherever  seeds  are  handled. 

Write  for  new  catalog  and  full  particulars. 


A.  T.  FERRELL  &  CO.,  Saginaw,  W.  S.,  Mich. 


DRYING  GRAIN 

BY  NATURE'S  OWN  METHOD 


Means  something  more  than  merely 
kiln  drying  it.  It  means  the  putting 
of  every  kernel  into  its  normal  condi- 
tion. You  can  do  this,  but  only  in  a 
Paine  -  Ellis  Drier.  It  will  handle 
with  equal  facility  grain  containing 
50  per  cent  moisture  to  that  simply 
damp  and  musty.  It  will  operate 
successfully  and  rapidly  at  a  temper- 
ature as  low  as  110  degrees;  a  point 
that  practical  millers  and  elevator 
men  will  appreciate.  Adapted  to  a 
wide  range  of  usefulness.  Millions 
of  bushels  successfully  handled  annu- 
ally.   Write  us  for  particulars.  ::  :: 

The  Paine=Ellis  Grain  Drier  Co. 

53  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


II 


At  FIFTY  CENTS  apiece  are  CHEAP,  but  they  do  not 
represent  a  better  investment  than  we  offer  the  "elevator  and 
grain  trade"  in  our 

Controllable  Wagon  Dump. 

WiNCHBSTEB,  ILL.,  February  4, 1899. 
MESSRS.  SAVAGE  A  liOTE  CO.,  Rockford,  111. 

Gektlemen:— Your  favor  of  the  28th  ult.  received  and  noted.  Last  July  I  put  one  of  your 
Controllable  Wagon  Dumps  In  a  Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co. 's  22-ft.  scale,  and  It  has  given  me  entire 
satisfaction  In  every  respect.  In  this  locality  the  bulk  of  grain  Is  as  yet  handled  In  sacks,  and  by 
tipping  the  Dump  about  one-half  It  makes  a  nice  slant,  making  It  very  easy  to  pull  the  sacks  to  back 
end  of  wagon,  where  strings  are  cut  and  grain  runs  out  Into  bin  below.  Every  farmer,  without  excep- 
tion, speaks  in  glowing  terms  of  the  merits  of  this  Dump.  In  imloadlng  loose  grain  from  wagon 
there  Is  no  dump  that  will  equal  yours  in  being  easily  handled  and  always  imder  control  of 
operator.  No  scaring  horses,  no  dropping  of  wagon  and  no  noise.  I  conslaer  a  grain  elevator 
Incomplete  without  the  Savage  &  Love  Controllable  Wagon  Dumps. 

Yours  truly, 

M.  0.  WOODWOBTH. 

MAITOFACTUKED  ONIT  BY 

THE  SAVAGE  &  LOVE  CO.,  Rockford,  III. 

FAIRBANKS,  MORSE  &  CO.,  $t.  Paul,  Minn.,  Northwestern  Agento. 
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The  Winner 

Of  the  Most  Profitable  Business 
in  the  Elevating  and  Grain  Trade 

is  the  one  who  invariably  produces  the  cleanest  grain  and,  therefore,  the  highest  quality 
output.  This  fact  is  so  well  known  that  it  is  folly  to  take  any  chances  in  securing  this 
vital  end  when  there  is  one  certain,  positive  and  dependable  way  to  secure  the  maximum 
of  cleanliness  in  your  grain— by  using  MONITOR  GRAIN  CLEANING  MACHINERY. 

We  are  ready  to  demonstrate  to  you  that  MONITOR  GRAIN  CLEANING 
MACHINERY  is  actually  producing  the  most  satisfactory  results  for  most  of  the  successful 
grain  handling  concerns  of  the  country.  Others,  of  course,  make  strong  claims  for  their 
machines,  but  MONITOR  MACHINERY  gives  the  STRONGEST  PROOF  OF 
SUPERIORITY  IN  ACTUAL  OPERATION.  We  would  be  pleased  to  refer  you  to 
some  elevators  and  warehouses  in  your  territory,  which  are  accessible,  where  you  can  see 
MONITOR  MACHINERY  at  work,  or  we  will  be  glad  to  demonstrate  its  efficiency  on 
your  floors.  Whatever  machines  you  try,  don't  place  an  order  until  you  are  fully  familiar 
with  the  Monitor  line,  which  includes  Monitor  Warehouse  and  Elevator  Separators, 
Smutters  and  Flax  Cleaners,  Oat  Clippers,  Seed  Cleaners  and  kindred  Elevator 
Machinery.  We  also  build  all  types  of  Separators — compound  shaking  if  so  desired — 
and  are  equipped  with  the  latest  machinery  for  building  large  Separators  and  Oat  Clippers 
of  all  steel  construction  of  the  latest  type.  Estimates  on  any  class  of  machines  cheerfully 
furnished. 


HUNTLEY  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

SILVER  CREEK.  NEW  YORK 

=  BKAXCff  Off  ICES  -  = 

302  TRADERS  BLDC,  CHICAGO  418  THIRD  ST..  MINNEAPOLIS  121  FRONT  STREET,  NEW  YORK 

F.  M.  Smith,  Man«der  A.  F.  Shuler,  Manager  J.  W.  Perrlne.  Manager 
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THE  CANADIAN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY'S  NEW  STEEL  ELEVATOR  "E",  FORT  WILLIAM,  ONTARIO. 

Macdonald  Engineering  Company,  Chicago,  Engineers  and  Contractors. 
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RAILWAY  ELEVATOR  AT  FT. 
WILLIAM,  ONT. 


Many  of  our  readers  will  doubtless  reach  for  their 
geography  when  it  is  stated  that  the  village  of  Fort 
William,  Ont.,  contains  a  modern  grain  elevator  of 
the  pretensions  indicated  by  the  picture  shown  on 
the  previous  page.  North  of  the  boundary  running 
between  Canada  and  the  United  States,  the  map  of 
Lake  Superior  shows  but  two  towns  on  the  whole 
stretch  of  northern  shore.  These  are  located  on  the 
western  extremity  of  Thunder  Bay  and  may  be 
really  considered  one  community  with  two  names, 
into  which  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and  its 
junior  rival,  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway,  dump 
all  the  cereal  products  of  the  great  Canadian  North- 
west. The  prediction  has  been  made  that  in  the 
next  few  years  there  will  be  more  wheat  piled  up 
during  the  winter  months  in  this  community  than 
at  any  other  point  on  the  North  American  continent. 
The  present  storage  capacity  of  the  two  towns,  Fort 


of  one  of  the  latest  elevator  additions  to  the  port 
as  planned  and  erected  by  the  Maedonald  Engineer- 
ing Co.  of  Chicago. 

This  building  is  erected  entirely  of  steel  above 
the  foundation,  the  bins  being  arranged  on  Mac- 
donald's  patent  system  of  steel  bin  construction. 
The  house  is  divided  into  one  hundred  and  ten  sep- 
arate bins,  having  a  combined  capacity  of  two  mil- 
lion bushels.  All  grain  is  received  from  cars  in 
Elevator  "B,"  one  of  the  old  wooden  buildings,  and 
transferred  to  the  new  storage  shown  herewith,  and 
known  as  Elevator  "E,"  by  means  of  a  belt  con- 
veyor running  underground  between  the  two  build- 
ings. This  conveyor  is  forty  inches  wide  and  six 
hundred  feet  in  "length  and  traverses  the  entire 
length  of  Elevator  "B"  and  is  arranged  so  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  bins  in  Elevator  "B"  are  reached  by 
direct  spouting  and  the  contents  delivered  to  the 
legs  in  Elevator  "E." 

The  general  arrangement  and  equipment  of  ma- 
chinery in  Elevator  "E"  consists  of  two  legs  of  fif- 


VIEW  IN  THE  BELT  GALLERY,  C.  1'.   1!Y.  ELEVATOR,  AT   FORT  I.IAM. 


William  and  Port  Arthur,  is  about  thirteen  million 
bushels. 

The  railroad  companies  have  had  a  habit  of  issu- 
ing a  circular  to  shippers  about  February  of  each 
year,  stating  that  no  more  grain  can  be  received 
for  storage  in  their  terminals  until  the  opening  of 
navigation.  Last  April  sixteen  of  the  biggest  steam- 
ers on  the  Great  Lakes  in  single  file  pulled  through 
ten  miles  of  ice  in  one  day  to  reach  this  valuable 
grain  port.  This  was  only  the  head  of  the  proces- 
sion; the  tail  end  is  equally  strenuous  when  heroic 
efforts  are  made  in  the  last  days  of  November  to 
make  sure  that  the  elevators  go  into  the  closed  sea- 
son quite  empty. 

The  two  railroads  from  the  Great  West  at  Fort 
William  and  Port  Arthur  reach  deep  water  on  Lake 
Superior;  and  while  the  distance  to  salt  water  is 
not  much  greater  than  between  Chicago  and  New 
York,  there  are  many  lumpy  and  crooked  parts  of 
the  route  between  Fort  William  and  Quebec  to  be 
straightened  out  before  the  grain  can  be  profitably 
hauled  past  the  Great  Lakes.  The  activity  in  ele- 
vator construction  during  the  past  two  years  at  this 
point  is  evidence  of  its  importance;  and  while  the 
urgency  for  more  room  has  been  imperative,  the 
railroad  companies  have  had  in  mind  the  necessity 
of  providing  for  the  future  as  well  as  for  th€  pres- 
ent; and  to  that  end  nothing  but  absolutely  fire- 
proof storage  in  steel,  tile  and  concrete  has  been 
erected.    We  are  pleased  to  present  herewith  a  cut 


teen  thousand  bushels'  capacity  each,  which  receive 
the  grain  as  it  comes  from  Elevator  "B"  and  ele- 
vates it  to  two  scales  and  garners  in  the  cupola. 
The  scales  and  garners  have  a  capacity  of  twelve 
thousand  bushels  each  and  discharge  to  two  belt 
conveyors  shown  in  the  picture  herewith,  running 
the  entii'e  length  of  the  building,  each  one  of  which 
reaches  all  the  bins  in  the  elevator  so  that  they  may 
be  filled  by  either  conveyor.  The  tested  capacity  of 
these  conveyors  is  each  twenty-five  thousand  bush- 
els per  hour.  Four  of  the  bins  on  the  dock  side 
of  the  elevator  are  reserved  for  shippers  and  are 
fitted  with  large  telescoping  shipping  spouts,  having 
a  delivering  capacity  of  forty  thousand  bushels  per 
hour  each. 

While  Elevator  "E"  is  primarily  designed  as  a 
marine  shipping  elevator  and  annex  stoiage  to  Ele- 
vator "B."  arrangements  have  been  provided  that 
grain  may  be  received  from  and  delivered  to  cars 
if  the  circumstances  should  demand. 

The  machinery  is  driven  by  an  independent  power 
plant  generating  its  own  electricity.  The  electrical 
equipment,  furnished  by  the  Westinghouse  Electric 
and  Manufacturing  Company  of  Pittsburgh,  consists 
of  one  250-K.W.  generator  and  seven  motors  of  the 
induction  type,  ranging  from  5  to  100  horsepower 
each,  ail  of  which  are  connected  to  the  machinery 
by  rope  drives  and  friction  clutches.  The  power 
I'lant  consists  of  a  four-hundred-horsepower  auto- 
matic engine  and  a  battery  of  two  boilers  furnished 


by  the  Robb  Engineering  Company  of  Amherst,  N. 
S.  Four  belt  conveyors  in  the  basement  under  the 
bins,  running  the  entire  length  of  the  building,  are 
used  to  empty  the  grain  from  the  bins  to  the  ele- 
vator legs  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  thousand  bushels 
per  hour  each. 

The  electric  lighting  of  the  entire  building  and 
tunnels  is  taken  from  the  power  current  by  means 
of  transformers,  reducing  the  current  from  440  to 
110  volts  and  distributing  it  in  steel  conduits  to  all 
parts  of  the  building  and  docks. 

There  are  two  exterior  stairways,  one  on  the  west 
end  containing  a  passenger  elevator,  and  one  on 
the  east  end  containing  a  spiral  stairway  giving 
access  to  the  cupola  and  upper  machinery. 

The  bins  are  all  made  of  steel  tank-plates,  cylin- 
drical in  shape,  twenty-one  feet  in  diameter  and 
eighty-five  feet  deep.  The  plates  of  the  cylinders 
are  all  interlocked  at  points  of  contact,  and  the 
triangular  interspaces  between  are  incorporated  in- 
to the  main  cylinders  of  the  storage,  so  that  there 
is  no  space  lost  in  the  building.  The  fioors  are  all 
of  armored  concrete.  The  superstructure  above  the 
bin  story  is  all  steel,  the  outside  walls  and  roofs 
being  covered  with  heavy  galvanized  corrugated 
iron.  The  hopper  bottoms  and  basement  story  are 
all  of  concrete,  and  no  combustible  material  of  any 
kind  is  left  in  the  building  excepting  the  window 
sash. 

Work  was  begun  on  the  foundation  of  this  great 
plant  in  June,  1902,  and  was  prosecuted  continu- 
ously until  completion  in  September,  1903.  A 
unique  feature  of  the  construction  was  that  the  total 
shipment  of  steel,  about  four  thousand  tons,  was 
bought  in  Scotland  and  shipped  direct  to  the  job, 
where  it  was  fabricated  by  the  contractors  in  a 
temporary  shop,  built  after  their  own  plans,  and 
erected  as  manufactured.  The  transmission  ma- 
chinery was  furnished  by  the  Webster  Manufactur- 
ing Company  of  Chicago,  and  the  scales  by  Fair- 
banks &  Co.,  Montreal. 


PER  DIEM  BASIS  FOR  CAR  HIRE. 


The  operation,  since  July  1  last,  of  the  per  diem 
basis  for  the  hire  of  foreign  cars  on  certain  trunk 
lines  has  been,  as  a  matter  of  detail,  of  much  more 
moment  to  the  railroads  in  interest  than  to  ship- 
pers; nevertheless,  the  outcome  of  the  change 
from  a  mileage  basis  has  been  looked  for  with  in- 
terest by  shippers  who  had  reason  to  believe  that 
the  change  would  do  something  to  relieve  the  pres- 
sure for  cars  during  the  busy  seasons.  This  belief 
has  been  justified,  as  appears  from  a  paper  read 
before  the  Iowa  Railway  Club  by  F.  A.  Delano,  of 
the  Burlington  System,  reproduced  in  part  by  the 
"Railway  and  Engineering  Review."  In  concluding 
his  paper  Mr.  Delano  said: 

"Already,  however,  the  rule  has  had  very  impor- 
tant results  in  compelling  lines  whose  equipment 
was  manifestly  inadequate,  to  increase  their  equip- 
ment and  compel  lines  who  suffer  not  infrequently 
from  serious  congestion  of  traffic  to  increase  their 
facilities  so  that  this  congestion  would  not  occur. 
Beyond  question,  per  diem  has  stimulated  repre- 
sentatives of  railroads  to  the  importance  of  mov- 
ing cars  promptly,  and  the  justice  of  the  position 
appeals  to  all  men.  In  the  past  the  railroads  have 
not  infrequently  been  the  worst  offenders  in  the 
matter  of  detaining  each  other's  cars.  Not  that 
I  claim  this  was  done  intentionally,  but  that  it 
was  done  because  there  was  nothing  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  importance  of  prompt  movement.  Now, 
however,  railroads  are  treating  themselves  on  what 
may  be  termed  a  'car  service  basis,'  and  are  in  a 
better  position  to  justify  the  charge  for  detention 
of  cars  by  shippers  and  receivers  of  freight. 

"The  strongest  argument  of  the  opposition  to  the 
per  diem  system  was  that  the  per  diem  rate  would 
greatly  increase  empty  mileage.  In  this  they  have 
certainly  been  mistaken,  for  this  has  not  been  no- 
ticed. The  real  difficulties  in  the  operations  of 
the  rules,  while  not  unimportant,  require,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  only  a  better  understanding  of  these 
difficulties  and  the  principles  underlying  the  ques- 
tion to  find  a  ready  solution." 
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NEW  ENGLAND  ORGANIZED. 


After  preliminary  work  covering  at  least  a  year's 
time,  the  grain  dealers  of  New  England,  on  the  ini- 
tiative mainly  of  Geo.  P.  Reed  ot  Boston,  have  or- 
ganized the  New  England  Grain  Dealers'  Associa- 
tion, The  meeting  which  i^esulted  in  this  fortunate 
(.onsummation  was  held  at  Young's  Hotel,  Boston, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  Dec.  3,  and  was  attended  by 
about  50  dealers  from  the  six  New  England  states. 
E.  P.  Knight  and  H.  J.  Wood  of  Boston  were  made 
temporary  chairman  and  secretary  respectively. 

The  subject  of  organization  and  its  desirability 
and  importance  was  presented  by  Geo.  F.  Reed  of 
Boston,  who  sketched  the  history  of  the  grain  trade 
in  New  England  and  the  United  States  and  its  co- 
incident evolution  with  transportation,  and  the  his- 
tory of  trade  organizations.  He  dwelt  particularly 
on  the  more  recent  expansion  of  the  idea  in  the 
western  grain  states  and  its  relation  to  the  Grain 
Dealers'  National  Association.  He  was  followed  by 
Mr.  Jay  Chapin,  R,  J.  Hardy  and  others,  speaking 
on  the  same  topic,  and  also  by  Carl  S.  Scotield, 
grain  expert  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C;  Edward  Kemble,  formerly  pres- 
ident of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  Elwyn  G. 
Preston,  secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

After  a  thorough  discussion  of  the  question  of  or- 
ganization, it  was  decided  to  form  an  association, 
the  name  of  which  will  be  the  New  England  Grain 
Dealers'  Association,  of  which  the  following  offleers 
were  then  elected : 

President,  H.  C.  Hawley,  Fitchburg. 

Vice-president,  R.  G.  Davis,  New  Haven,  Ct. 

Secretary,  Jay  Chapin,  Boston. 

Treasurer,  H.  J.  Wood.  Boston. 

Board  of  directors,  E.  P.  Knight,  R.  J.  Hardy,  D. 
\V.  Ranlet  of  Boston,  Frank  Cressey  of  Concord,  N. 
H.,  W.  F.  Burditt  of  Rutland,  Vt.,  H.  C.  Yeaton  of 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

A  constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted.  The  ob- 
jects of  the  Association  are:  To  promote  fraternal 
relations:  to  establish  just  and  equitable  principles 
of  trade  between  its  members;  and  to  seelc  fair  re- 
lations between  shippers  and  carriers;  and  protec- 
tion against  unjust  and  unreasonable  legislation. 

The  New  England  Grain  Dealers'  Association  will 
affiliate  with  the  Grain  Dealers'  National  Associa- 
lion.  There  is  already  a  large  number  of  appli- 
cations for  membership.  Any  dealer  in  grain,  flour, 
feed  or  hay  in  car  lots,  having  residence  and  place 
of  business  in  New  England,  and  who  is  in  good 
commercial  standing,  is  eligible  for  membership. 


SOME  CANADIAN  WORK. 


The  new  C.  N.  Ry.  Elevator  at  Port  Arthur  has 
been  doing  some  fine  work  handling  grain  of  late; 
but  that  is  no  reason,  the  Fort  William  Journal 
thinks,  why  it  should  get  so  very  "chesty."  Two 
hours  and  thirty  minutes  is  a  fair  time  for  109,000 
bushels  to  run  "into  the  Turret  Cape,"  says  the 
Journal;  "but  old  Elevator  A,  the  oldest  on  the 
river,  ran  100,000  into  the  Spokane  in  one  hour 
and  twenty  minutes.  She  came  in  at  five  and  was 
cleared  by  seven  on  her  return  journey. 

"The  C.  N.  R.  Elevator  is  said  to  hold  a  record 
for  unloading  cars,  because  it  took  in  112  in  twelve 
hours.  Since  the  big  cars  came  into  use — for  the 
records  with  small  cars  cannot  be  counted — Eleva- 
tor A,  in  twelve  and  a  half  hours,  unloaded  155 
cars,  and  on  the  same  day  Elevator  B  unloaded  142 
cars,  including  some  carloads  of  oats,  which  take 
longer  handling,  and  during  the  same  day  there 
were  278,000  bushels  weighed  up  at  Elevator  B, 
in  addition  to  all  this  unloading.  This,  however, 
hardly  touches  the  time  made  at  Elevator  A  one 
Sunday,  when,  between  8  in  the  morning  and  noon 
she  unloaded  104  cars,  in  four  hours. 

"In  the  days  of  the  little  40,000-lb.  cars,  at  A  it 
took  just  seven  minutes  to  unload  a  car,  and  they 
have  done  210  cars  in  ten  hours. 

"The  time  at  the  elevators  here  is  reckoned 
somewhat  differently  than  it  is  at  the  C.  N.  Ry. 
house.  Twenty-eight  hours  is  too  big  a  number  of 
hours  to  count  in  one  day,  so  that  a  record  of 


3(;9.000  bushels  for  a  day's  work,  in  a  day  of  twenty- 
eight  hours,  is  ruled  out. 

"Elevator  D,  with  two  scales,  shipped  out  250,000 
bushels,  and  the  C.  N.  Ry.  house  is  thought  to  be 
a  marvel  because  her  ten  spouts  made  268,000; 
and,  judging  by  the  accuracy  of  other  figures  given, 
there  is  very  good  reason  for  disbslieving  that 
statement." 


GURDON  W.  WATTLES. 


The  president  of  the  new  Omaha  Grain  Exchange, 
which  will  begin  business  on  January  2,  1904,  is 
primarily  a  representative  of  the  banking  interests 
rather  than  the  grain  interests;  but  the  two  are  so 
closely  allied,  and  Mr.  Gurdon  W.  Wattles  is  so 
closely  identified  with  all  of  Omaha's  public  busi- 
ness interests,  that  his  elevation  to  the  office  named 
is  singularly  felicitous. 

Mr.  Wattles  is  a  native  of  New  York,  having  been 
born  at  Richford  on  May  12,  1855.  At  the  age  of 
ten  years  the  family  removed  to  Carroll  County, 
Iowa,  where  the  boy  was  educated,  completing  by  a 
tourse  in  the  Iowa  State  College,  Later  he  taught 
fcchool  and  held  office  of  County  Superintendent  of 


GUKDON  W.  WATTLES. 

President  Omaha  Grain  Exchange. 

Schools  in  Carroll  County,  Iowa.  Entering  the 
banking  business  in  1880,  he  was  cashier  of  the 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Carroll,  Iowa;  then  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Carroll,  Iowa,  and  west- 
ern manager  of  the  Rochester  Loan  and  Banking 
Company. 

On  removing  to  Omaha  in  1892,  he  was  elected 
vice-president  of  the  Union  National  Bank  of  Oma- 
ha, and  afterward  president,  which  position  he  now 
occupies.  He  was  president  of  the  Trans-Mississippi 
and  International  Exposition  at  Omaha  in  1898, 
which,  under  his  management,  was  the  greatest 
financial  success  of  any  exposition  ever  held.  He 
is  now  president  of  the  Nebraska  State  Commis- 
sion to  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition. 


THE  RATE  FIGHT  IN  KANSAS. 

The  Board  of  Trade  of  Wichita,  Kans.,  has  re- 
cently undertaken  to  form  an  organization  called 
the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Freight  Association 
of  Kansas,  the  object  of  which  is  to  get  the  rail- 
road freight  rate  question  in  that  state  regularly 
into  politics.  It  is  given  out  that  the  purpose  of 
the  Association  is  to  organize  branches  in  the 
townships  of  the  state,  the  members  of  which  will 
take  up  the  question  of  pledging  candidates  for 
the  state  Legislature  and  Congress  to  support 
such  railroad  legislation  as  the  organization  shall 
propose.  The  members  of  the  organization  will  be 
pledged  to  vote  for  no  man  for  the  state  Legis- 
lature in  either  house  or  for  Congress  unless  the 
organization  has  his  pledge  that  he  will  vote  for 
the  railroad  law  proposed  by  the  association. 


MINNESOTA  INSPECTION. 


The  annual  report  of  Chief  Grain  Inspector  F. 
W,  Eva  of  Minnesota  was  published  on  November 

30.  It  covers  the  work  of  the  year  ended  August 

31,  1903.    It  shows  the  following  facts: 

The  grain  inspected  "on  arrival"  at  the  five 
terminal  points,  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Duluth,  St. 
Claud  and  New  Prague,  was  as  follows: 


Wheat  (spring  and  winter),  cars   138,835 

Corn   3,186 

Oats    16,647 

Rye    3,028 

Barley    17,122 

Flax  seed    34,398 


Total  cars    213,216 


There  were  inspected  "out  of  store"  for  the  same 
period,  37,777  cars  of  spring  and  winter  wheat,  and 
31,514,017  bushels  into  vessels;  coarse  grains,  in- 
cluding corn,  oats,  rye  and  barley,  14,229  cars  and 
9,236,171  bushels  into  vessels;  flaxseed,  6,822  cars, 
and  17,452,619  bushels  into  cars;  there  was  an  In- 
crease of  18,151  cars  of  all  grains  inspected  "out 
of  storage." 

Of  the  135,835  cars  of  wheat  received  during  the 
crop  year  245  cars  contained  western  wheat  and 
red  wheat;  9,436  cars  contained  winter  wheat,  and 
129,154  cars  contained  northern  spring  wheat. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  total  receipts  of  the 
department  which  amounted  to  $265,536,  as  com- 
pared with  $257,617  the  year  preceding;  disburse- 
ments, $236,355.  The  total  surplus  on  hand  amount- 
ed to  $80,268. 

Of  the  272,044  carloads  of  grain  inspected  into 
and  out  of  store  31,265  were  held  for  reinspection, 
resulting  as  follows:  In  17,100  cases  the  original 
inspection  and  dockage  was  confirmed;  in  10,955 
cases  grades  were  raised,  in  1,553  cases  grades  were 
lowered;  in  2,548  cases  the  dockage  was  changed; 
in  9,813  cases  appeals  to  the  boards  of  appeal  were 
made,  and  in  7,348  of  these  the  decisions  of  the 
chief  deputies  were  confirmed,  and  in  2,465  the  de- 
cisions were  changed. 

Of  the  129,154  cars  of  spring  wheat  inspected  on 
arrival  at  the  five  terminal  points  42,692  cars  were 
docked  one-half  pound  per  bushel;  49,866  cars  were 
docked  one  pound  per  bushel;  15,713  cars  were 
docked  one  and  one-half  pounds  per  bushel;  9,692 
cars  were  docked  two  pounds;  3,373  cars  were 
docked  two  and  one-half  oushels;  3,075  cars  were 
docked  three  pounds;  4,013  cars  were  docked  over 
three  and  an  average  of  four  pounds  per  bushel, 
while  only  710  cars  were  passed  free  of  dockage. 
Notwithstanding  the  increase  of  dockage  in  certain 
grades,  the  average  dockage  per  bushel  for  the 
129,154  cars  of  spring  wheat  decreased.  The  aver- 
age was  18.3  ounces  per  bushel,  as  compared  with 
19.8  ounces  the  preceding  year. 

AT  DULUTH. 

At  Duluth  75,740  cars  were  inspected  into  store, 
of  which  42,975  were  wheat,  22,410  fiax  and  the 
remainder  coarse  grains.  The  shipments  out  were 
6,891  cars,  2,351  cars  of  wheat  and  2,984  cars  of 
flax,  the  remainder  coarse  grains.  As  most  of  the 
shipments  from  Duluth,  however,  are  in  vessels, 
and  accounted  for  in  bushels,  the  number  of  cars 
shipped  out  represents  but  a  very  small  portion  of 
the  shipments  from  that  point. 

The  total  amount  of  grain  received  into  store 
during  the  year  was  75,374,845  bushels,  and  the 
total  shipments  65,987,960  bushels,  59,620,301  in 
vessels  and  6,367,658  in  cars. 

The  receipts  of  wheat  were  41,474,836  bushels, 
and  there  were  inspected  out  of  store  35,300,284 
bushels.  There  were  22,269,719  bushels  of  flax  in- 
spected into  store  and  20,399,733  bushels  inspected 
out  of  store. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  recent  convention 
of  rice  growers  at  New  Orleans  to  select  standard 
types  and  grades  of  rice  has  completed  its  work 
and  agreed  upon  sixteen  grades  to  be  known  here- 
after as  standard  grades.  These  standard  types 
will  be  sent  to  all  the  Louisiana  and  Texas  mills. 
The  mill  men  believe  that  they  have  by  this  action 
solved  the  problem  of  getting  proper  value  for  the 
rice  sold  by  them. 
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THE  AMERICAN  FARM  COMPANY 
AND  ITS  SUCCESSOR 

Recently  the  American  Farm  Company  brought 
suit  against  the  "American  Elevator  and  Grain 
Trade,"  alleging  libel,  and  laying  damages  at  one 
HUNDRED  THOUSAND  DOLLARS.  We  had  all  but  forgot- 
tcn  about  the  American  Farm  Company,  of  -which 
it  appears  something  had  been  said  in  these  col- 
umns, until  this  suit  again  brought  the  company 
to  our  attention.  And  being  thus  summarily 
called  to  account  for  our  language,  we  proceeded 
at  once  to  a  new  investigation  of  the  company,  its 
methods  and  its  history,  and  we  found  that  its 
fraudulent  and  dishonest  methods  had  brought  it  to 
an  early  death.  The  article  which  the  American 
Farm  Company  makes  the  basis  of  its  suit  appeared 
in  the  "American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade"  of 
August  15th,  1902,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  all  of 
the  warnings  and  prophecies  contained  in  that  ar- 
ticle have  been  amply  justified  by  the  history  of  the 
American  Farm  Company  and  its  dealings. 

The  American  Farm  Company  was  incorporated 
in  New  Jersey  in  November,  1900,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $1,000,000.  The  statement  of  the  powers 
of  the  corporation  was  very  extraordinary.  The 
corporation,  according  to  its  articles,  could  do  any- 
thing from  farming  to  buying  and  selling  railroads; 
and  the  board  of  directors  was  to  be  in  supreme 
control  of  the  corporate  affairs. 

The  method  pursued  by  the  organizers  was  to  be- 
gin operations  in  some  agricultural  community  by 
arousing  the  enthusiasm  of  the  farmers  with  the 
idea  that  the  American  Farm  Company  was  a  com- 
pletely equipped,  smoothly  operating  and  gigantic 
"Farmers'  Trust."  They  then  induced  people  to  sub- 
scribe for  stock  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
branch  in  that  locality  of  this  great  "Trust." 

For  example,  at  Linesville,  Pennsylvania,  a  town 
of  about  800  people,  a  public  meeting  was  held  in 
January,  1902,  when  the  audience  was  told  that  the 
American  Farm  Company  owned  a  line  of  railway 
freight  cars  and  also  owned  and  operated  a  line  of 
ocean  going  steamers,  running  between  New  York 
and  Liverpool;  that  the  company  loaded  these 
steamers  with  fruit,  grain  and  other  produce 
brought  from  the  warehouses  and  elevators  of  the 
company;  and  that  these  elevators  and  warehouses 
formed  a  systera  extending,  it  was  stated,  through 
the  states  of  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Nebraska  and 
the  Northwest. 

And  in  private  interviews  with  prospective  stock 
subscribers,  it  was  said  that  this  wonderful  com- 
pany would  sell  to  its  stockholders  wagons,  bug- 
gies, fertilizers,  binders,  mowers  and  other  farm 
implements,  at  greatly  reduced  prices,  such  reduc- 
tions being  from  25  to  50  per  cent.  A  great  many 
more  representations  as  to  the  wealth  and  the  mar- 
velous system  of  this  company  were  made. 

As  a  result  of  this  canvas  for  stock  subscriptions, 
the  sum  of  $5,800  was  subscribed  and  paid  in  by  the 
people  in  and  about  Linesville.  From  $1,200  to 
$1,500  of  this  amount  was  spent  in  building  an  in- 
significant elevator  at  Linesville,  and  the  balance 
of  the  money  was  taken  to  Buffalo,  New  York, 
where  the  officers  of  the  company  made  their  head- 
quarters. The  elevator  at  Linesville  was  estab- 
lished in  1902,  and  in  the  early  part  of  1903  it 
ceased  operations.  It  is  referred  to  as  "The  Bub- 
ble" by  the  people  of  Linesville.  The  local  stock- 
holders have  taken  proceedings  to  secure  the  title 
to  the  elevator. 

In  the  same  year  of  1902,  the  American  Farm 
Company  made  an  effort  to  operate  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  at  Carroll,  Ohio.  Owing  to  the  determined 
efforts  of  the  Attorney  General  of  Ohio,  the  com- 
pany was  driven  from  the  state.  In  a  letter  to  the 
Marion  Milling  Company  of  Marion,  Ohio,  dated 
July  31st,  1902,  the  Attorney  General  had  the  fol- 
lowing to  say: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication,  in  which 
you  make  inquiry  as  to  what  I  know  of  the  Ameri- 
can Farm  Company's  responsibility,  and  whether  or 
not  it  is  a  company  worthy  of  confidence. 

I  had  occasion  last  winter  to  investigate  to  some 
extent  the  character  and  standing  of  this  com- 
pany, and  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  rank 
swindle.    Subsequent  Information  that  has  come  to 


my  knowledge  has  confirmed  me  in  this  view.  The 
prosecuting  attorney  of  the  county  where  any 
agents  of  this  company  are  operating  ought  to  take 
the  matter  in  hand.  It  is  better  to  save  the  people 
from  being  swindled  than  it  is  to  send  a  man  to  the 
penitentiary  after  they  have  been  swindled,  as  that 
does  not  restore  them  their  money. 

After  the  writing  of  this  letter,  the  president  of 
the  American  Farm  Company,  J.  W.  Woodruff, 
called  upon  the  Attorney  General  and  requested 
him  to  withdraw  his  statements  made  in  this  let- 
ter and  to  modify  his  official  attitude  toward  the 
company.  After  this  interview  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral wrote  the  following  letter  to  J.  W.  Woodruff: 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  11th,  1902. 
J.  W.  Woodruff,  President  American  Farm  Com- 
pany, Ohio. 

Dear  Sir: — Since  you  were  in  to  see  me,  request- 
ing that  I  withdraw  the  statements  regarding  the 
standing  of  the  American  Farm  Company,  which  1 
made  in  a  letter  to  the  Marion  Milling  and  Grain 
Company,  I  have  farther  investigated  the  standing 
of  this  company  and  the  standing  of  yourself  as 
well,  and  have  to  inform  you  that  I  cannot  comply 
with  your  request.  The  following  provisions  of  the 
articles  of  incorporation  of  this  company  are  most 
extraordinary  in  character: 

"The  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  power,  with- 
out the  assent  or  vote  of  the  stockholders,  to  make, 
alter,  amend  and  rescind  the  by-laws  of  the  cor- 
poration; to  fix  the  amount  to  be  reserved  as  work- 
ing capital;  to  authorize  and  to  cause  to  be  ex- 
ecuted mortgages  and  liens  upon  real  and  personal 
property  of  the  corporation;  and  from  time  to  time 
sell,  assign,  transfer  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  or 
all  of  the  property  of  the  corporation;  but  no  such 
sale  of  all  the  property  shall  be  made  except  pur- 
suant to  the  vote  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  all  the 
stockholders  of  preferred  shares. 

"The  Board  of  Directors  from  time  to  time  shall 
determine  whether  and  to  what  extent,  and  at  what 
time  and  place,  and  under  what  conditions  and  regu- 
lations, the  accounts  and  books  of  the  corporation, 
or  any  of  them,  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  stockholders;  and  no  stockholder  shall  have  the 
right  to  inspect  any  account  or  book  or  document 
of  the  corporation,  except  as  conferred  by  the  sta- 
tute or  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  by  a 
resolution  of  the  stockholders." 

I  cannot  see  what  honorable  motive  would 
prompt  the  insertion  of  such  provisions.  The  com- 
pany already  organized,  the  Board  of  Directors 
have  it  in  their  power  to  mortgage  or  sell  any  or 
all  the  property  of  the  company  without  the  consent 
of  the  stockholders.  The  stockholders  have  no  right 
to  examine  the  books. 

You  state  $3,000  of  stock  has  already  been  issued, 
and  that  you  are  selling  stock  at  par.  Whether  you 
have  $300,000  worth  of  property  to  show  for  this 
or  $30,  the  stockholders  have  no  right  to  know  un- 
der your  charter.  The  character  of  your  litera- 
ture is  such  of  itself  as  to  create  suspicion. 

You  need  not  come  to  see  me;  but  I  suggest  that 
you  cease  trying  to  operate  in  Ohio;  for  if  you  do 
not  do  so  voluntarily,  I  will  use  the  power  of  my 
office  to  see  that  you  do  so  involuntarily. 
Very  truly, 

J.  M.  SHEETS,  Attorney  General. 

The  Attorney  General  of  Ohio  also  filed  a  petition 
in  quo  warranto  against  the  company. 

The  wide  publicity  given  to  these  occurrences  in 
Ohio  rendered  the  American  Farm  Company  value- 
less to  its  oflicers  for  their  purposes.  They  could 
no  longer  use  that  name  in  pursuing  the  agreeable 
business  of  selling  stock.  The  American  Farming 
Company  was  worn  out  and  useless.  A  new  name 
was  necessary  and  a  new  incorporation. 

So  Woodruff  and  his  associates  took  a  grand  leap 
to  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  and  in  September, 
1902,  organized  there  a  corporation  under  the  name 
of  "Farmers'  Co-operative  Company."  The  amount 
of  its  capital  stock  was  set  at  THREE  HUNDRED 
MILLION  DOLLARS,  by  these  peculiar  financiers. 

In  the  spring  of  this  year  they  commenced  ope- 
rations in  Illinois  at  Gibson  City  and  later  at  Ham- 
mond. The  same  sort  of  representations  were  made 
to  the  farmers  at  these  points  as  had  been  made  at 
Linesville,  Pa.  At  Gibson  City  about  $4,000  was 
subscribed  and  a  part  of  that  amount  was  spent 
in  building  an  elevator,  which  now  stands  uncom- 
pleted. The  subscribers,  of  course,  paid  par  value 
for  their  stock  in  this  $300,000,000  corporation,  upon 
the  supposition  that  the  company  owned  a  line  of 
freight  cars,  a  system  of  elevators  in  the  East  and 
many  other  valuable  interests.  At  Linesville,  Pa., 
it  was  represented  that  the  system  of  elevators  of 
the  American  Farm  Company  extended  through  the 
Western  and  Northwestern  states.    In  Gibson  City, 


111.,  and  Hammond,  111.,  it  was  represented  that  the 
system  of  elevators  owned  by  the  Farmers'  Co-ope- 
rative Company  extended  through  the  states  east 
of  Illinois  and  in  New  England. 

At  Hammond  about  $2,000  was  subscribed  for 
stock;  but  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
erecting  a  building  save  to  bring  to  that  point  a 
car  load  of  stone. 

At  Gibson  City  the  men  who  conducted  the  can- 
vas for  the  stock  subscriptions  to  this  Farmers'  Co- 
operative Company  were  J.  W.  Woodruff,  its  presi- 
dent, and  G.  W.  Coffman,  its  general  western  organ- 
izer. These  men  held  these  same  titles  and  official 
positions  in  the  American  Farm  Company. 

During  the  past  few  days  the  grand  jury  of  Ford 
County,  Ills.,  in  which  Gibson  City  is  located,  re- 
turned an  indictment  against  these  men  for  obtain- 
ing money  under  false  pretenses. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Farmers'  Co-operative 
Company  are  at  Buffalo,  in  the  same  place  and 
building  in  which  were  the  headquarters  of  the 
American  Farm  Company. 

We  understand  that  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Spaulding  conducted  the  canvas  for  subscriptions 
of  stock  of  the  Farmers'  Co-operative  Company  at 
Hammond,  Ills.  The  grand  jury  in  that  county 
does  not  meet  until  February;  but  we  presume 
similar  action  will  be  taken  there  against  Spauld- 
ing when  it  does  convene. 

There  are  many  details  that  might  be  added  to 
the  few  salient  facts  which  we  have  set  forth;  but 
our  space  forbids.  It  will  be  interesting  to  watch 
the  further  developments.  And  it  is  especially  in- 
structive to  note  what  sort  of  operations  men  can 
carry  on,  and  what  false  claims  can  be  made  by 
them,  when  they  take  the  trouble  to  form  a  cor- 
poration with  a  large  capitalization  under  a  high 
sounding  and  attractive  name  and  make  their  ap- 
peals to  the  cupidity  of  their  victims. 


CANADIAN    GRAIN  INSURANCE. 


The  C.  P.  Ry.,  which  as  operator  of  the  terminal 
elevators  on  the  Canadian  lake  front  insures  all 
grain  stored  therein,  making  the  insurance  charge 
a  part  of  the  elevator  charges  without  specification, 
lias  notified  the  Winnipeg  Grain  Exchange  that  the 
insurance  charged  for  covers  the  grain  when  on 
track  within  100  feet  of  the  company's  elevators 
at  Fort  William  and  Port  Arthur  as  if  it  were 
actually  within  the  elevator  bins. 

Meantime  the  Canadian  insurance  companies 
through  their  association  continue  their  fight  on 
the  roads  that  carry  the  insurance  as  a  part  of  the 
elevator  charges.  And  the  Fire  Underwriters'  As- 
sociation has  since  November  1  doubled  the  rates 
on  such  elevators  on  the  ground  that  the  railroads 
get  a  long-time  blanket  rate  and  peddle  it  out  at 
a  short-time  rate  on  small  lots.  The  railroad  com- 
panies now  charge  the  grain  shippers  %  of  a  cent 
a  bushel  for  the  first  fifteen  days  and  the  same 
amount  for  each  succeeding  thirty  days.  As  they 
formerly  charged  %  cent  a  bushel  for  storage 
alone,  this  means  ^4  cent  for  insurance.  The  in- 
surance companies  formerly  carried  grain  at  an 
average  rate  of  %  cent  a  bushel. 

The  only  problem  in  the  case  is  that  it  is  re- 
ported that  the  bankers  are  chary  about  accepting 
bills  of  lading  without  insurance  certificates;  and 
that  the  insurance  men  announce  their  intention  of 
testing  in  the  courts  the  right  of  the  railroads  to 
do  an  insurance  business  under  their  charters. 


A  telegram  says  that  a  farmer  in  Moultrie  Coun- 
ty, Ills.,  has  tried  successfully  a  new  plan  for  crib- 
bing corn  and  oats,  particularly  damp  and  soft 
grain.  He  simply  places  clay  drain  tiles  in  the  crib, 
the  expense  being  small.  After  a  layer  of  a  few 
feet  of  corn  he  places  lines  of  tile  a  few  feet 
apart.  They  can  be  run  in  any  direction  of  the 
crib  or  bin,  and  have  horizontal  or  parallel  sticks 
running  through  to  keep  them  in  place.  The  tiles 
permit  a  free  circulation  of  air  through  the  grain, 
thus  assisting  in  removing  the  moisture.  The 
scheme  is  said  to  be  admirably  adapted  for  cribbing 
soft  corn,  as  the  grain  always  dries  out  without 
heating. 


AMERICAN    ELEVATOR   AND  GRAIN 
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AGAIN  THE  FARMERS. 

Ten  states,  it  was  claimed,  were  represented  at 
a  meeting  held  on  December  1  at  the  Grand  Pacific 
Hotel,  where  the  doctrines  of  cooperation  were  ex- 
ploited. The  particular  hobby  under  consideration 
was  Editor  Everitt's  Indiana  scheme  of  a  Farmers' 
National  Cooperative  Exchange  Company. 

The  proceedings  were  chiefly  talk  of  what  would 
happen  if  all  the  middlemen  (with  proper  excep- 
tions, "to  prove  the  rule")  were  abolished.  H.  H. 
Carr,  a  middleman,  or  member  of  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade,  who  may  have  been  re-reading  Col. 
Sellers,  said  the  project  [of  uniting  the  farmers 
against  the  middlemen]  "has  been  discussed  for 
several  years.  Sentiment  in  its  favor  is  so  strong 
that  its  being  carried  through  is  almost  certain. 
There  are  over  5,000  township,  county  and  state 
farmers'  organizations,  now  independent,  which 
are  ready  to  join.  This  will  bring  us  over  8,000,000 
members,  whose  property  is  valued  at  over  $20,000,- 
000,000.  We  are  going  to  exert  influence  to  obtain 
our  rights  from  the  railroads.  In  their  unorganized 
state  the  farmers  are  simply  in  the  hands  of  the 
trusts  which  secure  favors  from  the  railroads.  If 
a  farmers'  union  wants  to  build  an  independent 
elevator  the  railroads,  in  deference  to  the  trusts, 
will  refuse  us  a  site.  Out  west  some  of  the  farm- 
ers have  succeeded  and  have  demonstrated  how 
much  better  off  they  are  without  the  help  of  mid- 
dlemen." 

Robert  Lindblom,  another  middleman,  or  mem- 
ber of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  said: 

"It  is  estimated  that  these  middlemen  receive 
more  than  $50,000,000  a  year  and  this  is  taken  from 
the  pockets  of  the  farmers. 

"These  flgures  represent  but  a  small  fraction 
that  is  raked  off  between  the  farm  and  the  kitchen, 
and  which  could  be  saved  under  the  plan  I  pro- 
pose. The  experience  of  farmers'  movements  ought 
by  this  time  to  teach  us  how  to  proceed  in  bring- 
ing about  practical  results.  The  past  is  full  of 
special  grievances  and  visions. 

"My  plan  is  based  upon  the  fundamental  propo- 
sition to  let  every  farmer  and  every  farmers'  or- 
ganization do  whatever  they  think  best  for  their 
own  pocketbooks.  Commence  at  the  bottom  and 
grow  up.  Select  a  district,  call  a  meeting  of  farm- 
ers and  merchants,  and  tell  them  that  their  wel- 
fare depends  on  equitable  prices  for  their  products. 
Explain  that  these  can  only  be  obtained  by  being 
independent  of  the  various  associations  of  dealers, 
warehousemen,  and  live-stock  combines.  Eternal 
vigilance  rather  than  eternal  war  is  the  road  to 
independence.  Do  all  the  business  you  can  with- 
out loss,  but  let  the  other  man  do  all  the  business 
when  he  pays  the  producer  more  than  he  can  get 
back.  His  loss  is  the  farmers'  gain,  and  they  can 
well  afford  to  have  their  own  warehouses  lie  idle. 

"The  key  to  the  situation,"  Mr.  Lindblom  added, 
"is:  Do  not  sell  any  faster  than  the  consumer's 
needs  demand.  Do  not  interfere  with  the  natural 
law  of  supply  and  demand  by  refusing  supplies  on 
a  market  faster  than  it  can  absorb  them.  We  are 
not  attempting  to  organize  a  farmers'  trust.  We 
are  not  attempting  to  establish  artiflcial  prices  by 
artificial  means.  What  we  intend  to  do  is  to  estab- 
lish natural  prices  for  farm  products  by  a  rational 
distribution  of  products  over  the  entire  crop  year, 
just  as  the  consumer  takes  a  whole  year  to  con- 
sume his  share  of  the  supplies.  We  also  mean  to 
see  that  prices  are  not  unduly  depressed  by  com- 
bines, false  information,  the  manipulation  of  news, 
and  the  dissemination  of  lies." 

The  meeting  on  December  2  appointed  a  standing 
committee,  which  will  endeavor  to  bring  each  of 
the  alleged  5,000  farmers'  organizations  in  the 
country  into  cooperation  with  the  national  body. 
This  committee  is  made  up  of  Robert  Lindblom, 
Illinois,  chairman;  L.  B.  Day,  Nebraska;  H.  N. 
Gaines,  Kansas;  C.  E.  Jackson,  Minnesota,  and 
W.  F.  Hendricks,  Oklahoma. 

The  committee  will  be  the  central  directing 
mechanism  of  the  project  and  will  have  headquar- 
ters in  Chicago.  It  will  at  once  begin  the  work  of 
communicating  with  the  different  farmers'  socie- 


ties and  of  forming  a  plan  for  their  consolidation 
into  one  business  corporation. 


R.  F.  CUMMINGS. 

R.  F.  Cummings,  founder  of  the  R.  F.  Cummings 
Grain  Company  of  Clifton,  111.,  is  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  about  fifty  years  of  age.  He  began 
handling  grain  at  Clifton  about  twenty-five  years 
ago,  in  a  small  way,  in  an  old-fashioned  elevator, 
the  motive  power  for  which  was  the  proverbial,  and 
in  this  case  actual,  blind  horse. 

His  first  thought  was  to  attach  to  himself  the 
farmers  about  Clifton  as  regular  and  unfailing 
patrons,  who  should  haul  their  grain  to  his  scales 
by  preference  because  they  knew  it  to  be  to  their 
interest  to  do  so;  and  he  now  has  farmers  on  his 
lists  who  have  not  hauled  a  bushel  of  grain  to  any 
other  buyer  in  all  those  years — some  for  an  even 
longer  period,  beginning  to  haul  to  him  when  he 
was  still  a  hired  man  for  some  other  buyer. 

As  time  went  on,  it  was  but  natural  his  business 
should  expand,  and  at  present  his  company  operates 
elevators  at  Oilman,  Chebanse,  Irwin,  Otto,  Martin- 
ton  and  Papineau,  directed  from  the  Clifton  home 
office.  He  has  at  various  times  operated  houses 
at  Onarga,  La  Hogue,  Reddick  and  Loda  also,  and 


K.   F.   CUMMINGS,  CLIFTON,  ILL. 

at  this  moment  he  has  interests  in  other  country 
bouses  than  the  list  first  named,  fie  has  also 
been  a  member  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  for 
a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  Cummings  recently  incorporated  most  of  his 
grain  interests  in  the  name  of  the  R.  F.  Cummings 
Grain  Company,  with  home  office  at  Clifton,  111. 
It  must  be  said  to  his  credit  that  in  taking  this 
step  Mr.  Cummings  was  considerate  enough  to  re- 
member his  employes,  who  are  interested  with  him 
as  shareholders  in  the  company,  the  balance  of  the 
stock,  with  the  exception  of  $10,000  held  by  Wm. 
Nash,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Chicago  Board  of 
Trade,  being  all  held  within  his  own  family.  He 
felt,  however,  that  not  a  little  of  his  success  in 
the  past  had  been  due  to  the  faithfulness  of  his 
employes,  some  of  whom  have  been  with  him  from 
ten  to  twenty-five  years,  and  this  fact  he  recog- 
nized by  associating  them  with  himself  in  the  com- 
pany. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  magnitude  of  the  com- 
pany's business,  it  may  be  said  that  in  a  single 
day  of  12  hours  in  December,  1902,  he  bought  of 
farmers  direct  at  his  different  stations  507,000 
bushels  of  corn  at  an  average  price  of  40c.,  thus 
putting  over  $200,000  into  circulation  in  his  ter- 
ritory on  the  basis  of  that  one  day's  transactions. 

Charles  Page,  a  Kansas  grain  dealer,  has  filed  a 
complaint  with  the  State  Board  of  Railroad  Com- 
missioners at  Topeka,  Kans.,  alleging  that  trainmen 
deliver  empty  cars  only  to  dealers  who  tip  them, 
and  that  the  system  of  tipping  trainmen  by  certain 
dealers  has  become  general  in  western  Kansas. 


CORN  IN  THE  DAKOTAS. 


With  a  10-year  average  yield  of  corn  per  acre  of 
23.9  bu.  and  a  yield  in  1903  of  29.9  bu.  against  34.3 
bu.  in  Illinois  and  27  bu.  In  Iowa,  South  Dakota  is 
beginning  to  put  on  some  airs  as  a  corn  state.  As  in 
North  Dakota,  there  is  a  systematic  movement  to 
diversify  crops,  and  especially  to  develop  the  dairy 
and  stock  industries  of  the  state;  and  this  mean? 
more  corn  growing.  In  North  Dakota  the  widen- 
ing of  the  corn  area  is  still  more  remarkable,  a 
correspondent  of  the  Fargo  Farmer  saying:  "Up  to 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years  corn  raising 
has  been  confined  to  the  southern  tier  of  coun- 
ties and  the  south  end  of  the  Missouri  slope,  but 
now  fine  corn  is  found  from  Washburn  east  to 
Grand  Forks.  The  Iowa  and  Missouri  farmers  who 
have  flocked  into  McLean,  Mercer  and  Oliver  coun- 
ties in  the  past  two  years  are  ■  producing  as  good 
corn  as  they  grew  in  their  old  homes  and  have  done 
much  to  encourage  its  growth  among  the  old  tim- 
ers in  those  sections  who  strove  only  after  wheat 
and  cattle,  with  the  result  that  the  counties  named 
produced  large  crops  of  this  grain  this  year.  In 
that  section  most  of  the  corn  is  at  present  of  the 
white  and  yellow  flint  varieties,  with  a  fair  sprink- 
ling of  northwestern  or  "smoky"  dent  and  yellow 
dent.  In  Burleigh,  Emmons  and  Morton  Counties 
dent  varieties  predominate,  white,  yellow  and  red 
dividing  the  acreage,  though  a  great  deal  of  flint 
corn  of  mixed  colors  is  raised,  the  latter  being  an 
improved  squaw  corn  of  eight,  twelve  and  sixteen 
rows.  In  these  latter  counties  nearly  every  farmer 
has  from  40  to  100  acres  of  corn  which  runs  from 
45  to  55  bushels  per  acre,  shelled.  The  entire  crop 
is  consumed  on  the  farms  in  feeding  hogs  and 
stock  and  the  proflts  are  just  beginning  to  be  real- 
ized by  those  who  have  heretofore  depended  upon 
prairie  grass  for  preparing  stock  for  market.  In 
Emmons  County  hog  raising  has  become  a  staple 
industry  and  corn-finished  cattle  are  making  the 
farmers  rich  at  a  rapid  rate." 

Other  counties  named  as  having  grown  corn  this 
year  in  material  quantity  are  La  Moure,  Dickey, 
Sargent,  Ransom,  Rusland  (one  of  the  best  pro- 
ducers), Cass  and  Traill.  In  the  latter  nearly 
every  farm  had  some  corn  land  and  some  corn 
fields  are  said  to  have  covered  as  much  as  1,000 
to  2,000  acres.  "Corn  has  certainly  come  to  be  a 
leading  crop  in  North  Dakota,"  says  the  same 
writer,  who  adds:  "But  as  yet  the  farmers  have 
scarcely  learned  how  to  properly  cultivate  it.  In 
many  instances  it  is  planted  after  the  spring  work 
has  been  done  and  then  only  for  fodder.  Wrong 
methods  of  cultivation  are  common  and  in  com- 
paratively few  instances  are  returns-  what  they 
should  be.  In  the  Missouri  slope  country  the  stalks 
are  short  and  the  diflicult  of  caring  for  the  crop 
deters  many  from  going  into  it,  as  it  has  to  be 
picked  by  hand.  Careful  selection  of  seed  and  cul- 
tivation is  resulting  in  raising  the  ears  on  the 
stalk  and  increasing  their  size  so  that  undoubted- 
ly in  a  few  years  the  western  counties  of  the  state 
will  lead  in  corn  production,  in  fact  it  is  a  ques- 
tion if,  all  things  considered,  they  do  not  lead  now. 
There  is  no  longer  any  question  of  the  adaptability 
of  the  state  for  corn  raising,  and  that  fact  being 
established,  it  is  but  a  matter  of  time  before  North 
Dakota  will  take  her  place  among  the  corn  states 
of  the  West." 


HAULING  CORN  IN  ILLINOIS. 

A  farmer  of  Shelby  county,  Illinois,  named  David 
Banner,  who  farms  2,500  acres  and  owns  his  own 
sheller  and  two  traction  engines,  uses  the  latter 
in  fall  and  winter  to  haul  his  corn  to  market. 

His  wagons  are  coupled  in  trains  of  seven 
wagons,  each  holding  85  bushels  of  corn,  drawn  by 
a  single  engine.  Somtimes  when  the  roads  be- 
come slippery  after  cold  weather  sets  in,  he  is 
forced  to  use  both  engines  as  a  double-header. 

The  wagons  are  handled  without  tongues  and 
are  coupled  up  closely  like  a  train  of  freight  cars. 
A  tongue  can  be  attached  when  necessary,  and  he 
keeps  a  team  of  horses  at  the  elevator  for  pulling 
each  wagon  up  the  ascent  to  the  dump. 
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ERIE  CANAL  PROSPECTS. 


Although  the  state  of  New  York,  thanks  to  a 
practically  unanimous  vote  in  it&  favor  in  Buffalo 
and  Greater  New  York,  approved  the  proposition  to 
borrow  $101,000,000  to  be  spent  in  enlarging  the 
Erie,  Oswego  and  Champlain  Canals,  it  is  by  no 
means  certain  the  work  will  be  done.  Should  the 
legislature,  to  meet  next  month,  throw  no  impedi- 
ment in  the  way,  the  work  will  begin  at  once,  and, 
according  to  the  estimates  should  be  finished  in 
five  years  without  interrupting  navigation  on  the 
canals  as  they  now  are. 

It  is  no  secret,  however,  that  while  the  two  lead- 
ing parties  in  convention  approved  the  plans  of  the 
canal  men,  the  politicians  of  both  parties  are  now 
hopeful  that  some  way  can  be  devised  to  repeal  the 
bill  in  the  legislature,  the  cause  of  their  opposition 
being  the  fear  that  corruption  in  the  immense  ex- 
penditure will  bring  disaster  to  whichever  party 
that  has  control  of  the  construction.  "Canal  steals 
caused  the  loss  of  the  state  to  the  republicans  when 
Samuel  J.  Tilden  was  elected  governor,"  says  the 
Philadelphia  Ledger's  New  York  correspondent, 
"and  the  management  of  canal  appropriations  has 
ever  been  a  source  of  trouble  and  loss  of  political 
prestige  to  the  republican  party. 

"The  republican  (up-state)  section  of  the  state, 
being  in  power,  is  now  bitterly  opposed  to  the  canal 
project,  and  if  the  republican  majority  in  the  leg- 
islature does  not  at  least  make  an  attempt  to  re- 
peal the  bill,  the  leaders  of  that  party  think  they 
will  be  confronted  with  the  probable  loss  of  the 
state  in  the  next  election.  While  it  is  hoped  in 
New  York  that  the  legislature  will  not  go  contrary 
to  the  expressed  will  of  the  people,  either  by  repeal- 
ing the  canal  improvement  act  or  modifying  or 
amending  it  at  the  next  session,  the  politicians  up 
state  are  insisting  that  it  would  be  both  necessary 
and  wise  to  have  the  legislature  provide  speedily 
for  a  commission  of  expert  engineers,  the  best  in 
the  country,  who  should  investigate  thoroughly  and 
determine  as  accurately  as  possible  whether  the  pro- 
posed barge  canal  could  be  constructed  for  any  such 
sum  as  $101,000,000,  and  that  pending  the  investiga- 
tion and  report  of  this  commission,  no  canal  im- 
provement or  enlargement  bonds  should  be  issued. 
As  the  investigation  and  report  of  such  a  commis- 
sion would  take  the  greater  part  of  1904,  a  danger- 
ous factor  to  the  party  in  next  year's  election  would 
be  eliminated." 

It  is  considered  important  that  tnere  should  be 
no  serious  interruption  of  canal  trafiic  during  the 
time  in  which  the  improved  canal  is  being  con- 
structed, for  the  reason  that  there  is  believed  to  be 
an  opportunity  for  a  considerable  increase  in  that 
traffic,  even  with  the  present  facilities,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  railroads  of  the  state  have  increased 
the  freight  rates  on  grain  to  4  cents  a  bushel,  which 
will  permit  of  a  fair  profit  on  hauls  over  the  canals. 

The  cost  per  ton  of  transportation  on  the  canal 
at  present  is  2.62  cents  per  bushel.  It  was  when 
the  railroads  met  this  rate  by  a  rate  of  2.50  cents 
per  bushel  that  canal  commerce  began  to  decline. 
From  6,000  boats  in  1862,  the  number  of  the  boats 
on  the  canals  has  steadily  decreased,  until  last 
year  there  were  not  more  than  500.  As  the  facili- 
ties for  transportation  on  the  canals  decreased 
through  their  competition,  the  railroads  of  the  state 
began  to  put  up  their  rates. 

Carefully  made  estimates  show  that  the  improved 
canals  will  enable  1,000-ton  barges  to  carry  freight 
at  a  profit,  for  26.1  cents  per  ton,  Buffalo  to  New 
York.  It  is  asserted,  therefore,  that  transportation 
by  the  1,000-ton  barge  canal  will  be  the  means  of 
abolishing  the  differentials  in  railroad  freights, 
which  have  been  responsible  for  the  diversion  of 
commerce  from  the  state  of  New  York  and  from 
the  city  of  New  York. 

As  to  the  claim  that  even  a  1,000-ton  canal  would 
be  obsolete,  it  is  agreed  in  New  York  that  while 
the  present  railroad  tonnage  approximates  5,000 
tons  per  train,  a  fleet  of  1,000-ton  barges  would 
aggregate  3,900  tons,  and  it  might  be  possible  under 
improved  motor  conditions  to  move  4,900  tons  in 
a  fleet  of  boats. 


As  compared  with  the  Canadian  canal  it  is  fur- 
ther agreed  that  the  New  York  canal  boat  has  the 
advantage  over  the  Canadian  vessel  in  so  fal-  as 
it  enjoys  a  west-bound  business  that  is  always 
abundant  and  profitable.  It  goes  without'  saying 
the  east-bound  freight  is  not  the  most  profitable. 
The  railroads  make  their  money  out  of  the  west- 
bound traffic.  It  is  the  package  freight  that  pays. 
This  business  neither  the  Canadian  railroad  nor 
water  route  has  to  any  extent  with  American  ports 
and  it  takes  away  a  source  of  profit  that  has  much 
to  do  with  the  earning  power  of  the  route.  The 
1,000-ton  barge  plan  is  a  business  man's  proposi- 
tion, and  that  means  its  success. 


HILL  BROS.  &  CROW. 

The  interesting  elevator  of  the  illustration  is 
owned  by  Hill  Brothers  &  Crow.  It  is  located  at 
Stonington,  111.,  and  operated  for  the  firm  by  J.  F. 
Ellis,  agent. 

P.  A.  Hill,  the  head  of  the  firm,  came  to  Illinois 
from  Maryland  about  eighteen  years  ago.  He  set- 
tled at  Blue  Mound,  where  he  taught  school  winters 
and  worked  on  the  farm  by  the  month  during  the 
summer  for  about  three  years.  Then  he  bought  a 
team  and  some  implements  and  farmed  for  a  year 
or  two.  When  he  first  went  to  buying  grain  it  was 
only  on  a  small  scale,  shelling  his  corn  right  on 
the  farms  where  he  bought  it  and  hauling  to  town 


HILL  BROS.  &  CROW,  STONINGTON,  ILL. 

for  loading  in  cars  from  the  wagon.  Each  subse- 
quent year  he  kept  spreading  out  until  to-day  he  is 
the  senior  member  of  a  firm  owning  and  operating 
five  good  elevator  plants. 

His  brother,  Moses  Hill,  is  an  invalid  and  not  able 
to  look  after  his  interest  personally,  but  is  always 
called  into  counsel  on  every  important  undertaking 
of  the  firm,  and  his  interest  is  as  carefully  guarded 
as  though  he  were  present  always. 

The  junior  member,  E.  W.  Crow,  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  grain  business  at  Blue  Mound  for 
nearly  twenty-five  years,  and  his  upright  record  in 
dealing  with  the  public  has  won  for  him  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people.  His  habitual  promptness  and 
his  efficiency  make  him  an  office  man  second  to 
none.   

RE  WHEAT  INSPECTION. 


In  order  to  investigate  the  complaints  of  wheat 
mixing  and  easy  inspection  of  contract  wheat  going 
out  of  public  and  private  elevators,  which  are 
formulated  in  the  circular  letter  of  Edward  G. 
Heeman,  reported  in  another  column.  President 
Chandler  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  on  No- 
vember 27  appointed  the  following  committee: 

H.  B.  Slaughter,  chairman;  H.  N.  Sager,  Chas.  B. 
Pierce,  F.  B.  Rice  and  R.  S.  Johnson.  These  gen- 
tlemen are  all  experts. 

The  appointment  of  this  committee  was  made 
on  the  initiative  of  Capt.  I.  P.  Rumsey  of  Rumsey 
&  Company,  who  called  the  attention  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  to  the  charges  of  mixing  not  admissible 
under  the  rules. 

The  committee's  hearings  were  not  open  to  the 
general  public. 


ABOUT  TIME   TO   CALL  A  HALT. 

[A  circular  letter  by  Edward  G.  Heeman,  addressed 
to  the  members  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  under 
date  of  November  21.] 

Judging  from  the  comment  of  late  on  the  floor 
and  among  outsiders  also,  the  evil  of  mixing  grain, 
especially  wheat,  in  the  private  elevators  (hos- 
pitals) here  promises  to  become  an  issue  again. 
There  may  be  some  who  do  not  fully  realize  the 
injustice  of  the  same  and  to  what  extent  it  is 
practiced.  Many  give  it  only  passing  thought,  ap- 
parently taking  it  for  granted  that  no  matter  what 
kind  of  wheat  may  be  turned  out  as  contract  grade, 
it  must  be  accepted  as  such,  so  long  as  the  Inspec- 
tion department  has  passed  upon  it.  In  this,  how- 
ever, there  is  much  room  for  enlightenmen.  A 
certificate  of  inspection  out  of  a  private  elevator 
may  carry  the  grain  into  a  public  house  and  prob- 
ably out  of  it,  unless  some  one  rises  to  the  point 
of  objection.  Every  one  in  the  trade  should  and 
will  gladly  welcome  an  increase  in  our  stock  of 
contract  wheat,  of  contract  grades,  for  it  will  mean 
a  safer  market  to  trade  on;  but  there  should  be 
a  limit  placed  on  the  mixing  privilege  and  the 
character  of  the  wheat. 

Our  Board  of  Trade  Rule  No.  22,  Section  3,  calls 
for  the  delivery  on  contracts  of  certain  specified 
grades  of  wheat,  which  must  be  of  one  variety, 
either  "Spring  Wheat,"  "Soft  Winter  Wheat,"  or 
"Hard  Winter  Wheat."  Admitting  a  cleaning 
house  is  a  necessary  evil — for  without  them  we 
probably  would  have  but  little  fresh  arrival  wheat 
good  enough  to  grade  contract — that  does  not  nec- 
essarily imply  or  carry  with  it  permission  to  mix 
any  old  kind  of  wheat,  or  different  varieties,  and 
force  it  on  the  trade,  even  though  given  a  certifi- 
cate of  approval  by  the  inspection  department. 
Possibly  the  only  remedy  in  this  respect  is  to  take 
out  of  politics  the  inspection  department  and  place 
it  under  Board  of  Trade  supervision,  as  are  our 
weighing,  and  flax  seed  inspection,  hay  inspection, 
flour  inspection,  and  also  our  provision  inspection 
departments.  Certificates  from  either  are  accepted 
without  question  everywhere. 

I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  state  grain 
inspection  rule  defining  what  "No.  1  Northern 
Spring  Wheat"  shall  consist  of: 

"Rule  No.  2. — No.  1  Northern  Spring  Wheat 
must  be  northern  grown  Spring  Wheat,  sound  and 
reasonably  clean  and  of  good  milling  quality,  and 
must  contain  not  less  than  50  per  cent  of  the  hard 
varieties  of  Spring  Wheat." 

Notice  the  underlined  words,  "must  he  northern 
grotvn  Spring  Wheat."  All  of  it.  No  room  for  ar- 
gument on  this  score;  and  it  may  be  a  matter  of 
interest  to  all  concerned  to  note  developments  and 
see  how  much  of  that  particular  grade  will  be 
manufactured  and  turned  out  of  the  private  eleva- 
tors during  the  next  thirty  days,  and,  possibly  of- 
fered for  delivery  on  December  contracts,  unless  the 
present  agitation  causes  a  change  in  the  plans. 

On  October  1  there  was  practically  not  a  bushel 
of  No.  1  northern  wheat  there.  On  November  1 
there  were  about  300,000  bushels.  To-night,  in- 
cluding that  which  was  made  and  transferred  this 
week,  there  are  over  900,000  bushels  of  this  so- 
called  No.  1  northern  wheat  here  in  the  public 
elevators. 

I  have  in  my  possession  samples  of  this  No.  1 
northern  wheat,  manufactured  during  the  last  few 
weeks,  which  appears  to  have  been  made  from 
about  one-third  straight  Duluth  wheat,  probably 
one-third  other  kinds  of  spring  wheat,  and  the 
other  one-third  of  something  else;  how  much  of  it 
hard  winter  wheat  is  the  question.  It  so  happens 
that  a  certain  variety  of  Kansas  hard  winter  wheat 
is  similar  in  appearance  to  some  kinds  of  spring 
wheat;  and,  though  it  seems  to  be  quite  generally 
known  that  these  different  varieties  have,  in  recent 
years,  been  mixed  together  and  passed  off  as  No. 

1  northern  spring  wheat,  it  may  also  be  of  interest 
to  many  to  learn  that  there  is  a  rule  governing 
"mixed  wheat,"  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Rule  No.  3. — Mixed  Wheat.    The  grades  of  No. 

2  and  No.  3  Mixed  Wheat  shall  be  equal  in  quality 
to  the  grades  of  No.  2  and  No.  3  Red  Winter  Wheat, 
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except  that  they  shall  include  mixtures  of  Spring 
and  Winter  Wheat." 

Now,  "Mixed  Wheat"  is  not  deliverable  on  Board 
of  Trade  contracts,  according  to  Rule  No.  22.  No. 
2  hard  winter  wheat  is  deliverable,  except  at  5c 
per  bushel  discount.  The  mixing  of  it  with  spring 
wheat  may  not  lessen  its  value  for  milling  pur- 
poses; and  if  they  are  able  to  sell  it  to  millers  as 
spring  wheat,  the  miller  is  the  only  man  bunkoed; 
but  the  attempt  to  deliver  hard  winter  wheat  on 
contracts,  or  even  on  any  terms,  by  mixing  it  with 
spring  wheat  and  having  it  passed  as  No.  1  north- 
ern, is  clearly  a  violation  of  Section  3,  Rule  22, 
and  should  not  be  permitted.  It  might  be  consid- 
ered premature  to  take  any  steps  until  this  mixed 
wheat  is  actually  delivered  on  contracts,  and,  in 
the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  it  will  not  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  rule  until  that  is  done.  What  has  been 
done  will,  of  course,  be  difficult  to  prove  now;  but 
I  think  it  high  time  the  trade  is  awakened  to  what 
is  going  on  and  is  likely  to  continue  so  long  as  they 
will  stand  it.  In  this  case  an  ounce  of  prevention 
may  be  worth  a  pound  of  cure,  lou  may  hear  it 
said  that  only  experts  can  tell  the  difference  be- 
tween some  kinds  of  hard  winter  and  spring  wheat. 
Admitting  that  to  be  true,  an  inspector  is  sup- 
posed to  be  an  expert  of  grain — not  a  pot-house 
politician.  I  dare  say,  also,  there  are  a  number 
of  experts  over  on  the  cash  side  of  the  floor;  and 
without  the  necessity  of  passing  any  new  rule,  our 
board  of  directors  have  the  power,  and  it  would 
seem  in  order  to  appoint  a  committee  of  represent- 
ative men  in  the  trade  (this  has  been  done  a  num- 
ber of  times  in  past  years),  to  find  out  what  are 
the  quality  and  variety  of  the  900.000  bushels  of 
No.  1  northern  wheat  now  in  the  public  elevators 
here  or  which  may  be  manufactured  from  now  on, 
so  the  members  of  our  Board  of  Trade  may  know 
where  they  stand.  If  the  wheat  is  found  as  repre- 
sented, no  harm  will  be  done  to  any  one;  in  fact, 
it  will  result  in  a  benefit  to  all.  It  is  significant 
that  every  bushel  of  the  stock  of  No.  1  northern 
wheat  in- the  public  elevators  here  is  in  two  houses 
controlled  by  one  elevator  concern.  Possibly  some 
of  the  rest  of  them  have  their  plans  already  laid 
to  do  likewise  but  are  awaiting  developments.  It 
might  also  prove  very  interesting  to  know  why 
the  inspection  department  puts  its  stamp  of  ap- 
proval on  almost  everything  that  comes  out  of  a 
private  or  public  elevator.  Every  handler  of  cash 
grain  here  knows  the  in-inspection  in  this  market 
is  much  more  severe  than  is  the  out-inspection. 
Why? 

The  object  of  our  Board  of  Trade  upon  which 
our  charter  was  issued  and  its  existence  depends, 
reads  as  follows: 

"To  maintain  a  commercial  exchange;  to  promote 
uniformity  in  the  customs  and  usages  of  mer- 
chants; to  inculcate  principles  of  justice  and  equity 
in  trade;  to  facilitate  the  speedy  adjustment  of 
business  disputes;  to  acquire  and  to  disseminate 
valuable  commercial  and  economic  information; 
and,  generally,  to  secure  to  its  members  the  bene- 
fits of  cooperation  in  the  furtherance  of  their  le- 
gitimate pursuits." 

If  one  man  or  branch  of  business  is  permitted 
to  enjoy  continued  unfair  advantages,  then  our 
Board  of  Trade  as  an  institution  will  sooner  or 
later  cease  to  exist. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  the  following  is  an 
extract  of  a  letter  I  have  received  from  a  promi- 
nent interior  milling  concern;  it  speaks  tor  it- 
self:— 

"We  have  a  case  where  we  bought  No.  2  Red 
Winter  Wheat  from  one  of  your  elevator  concerns, 
and  when  the  wheat  arrived  it  was  50  per  cent 
hard  wheat,  and  as  hard  wheat  was  at  7  cents  dis- 
count, we  demanded  that  we  should  pay  for  such 
wheat  as  received.  They  replied  that  it  was  in- 
spected as  No.  2  Red  Winter  Wheat  and  refused. 
We  contend  that  the  inspection  was  rotten." 

The  following  article  is  along  the  same  lines,  and 
will  serve  to  explain  the  indifferent  export  demand 
and  why  foreigners  will  no  longer  buy  our  wheat  if 
they  can  possibly  help  it: 

"Some  American  grain  exporters  are  injuring 
the  market  for  these  products  in  Germany,  accord- 


ing to  a  report  received  at  the  Department  of  State 
from  Deputy  Consul  General  Hanauer  at  Frankfort. 
He  says: 

"  'German  papers  state  that  European  purchasers 
of  wheat  and  corn  claim  that  nearly  half  of  all 
the  grain  coming  to  them  from  the  United  States 
is  defective  and  they  have  discussed  among  them- 
selves the  advisability  of  discarding  certificates 
issued  by  United  States  inspectors. 

"  'Heretofore,  it  has  been  the  custom  of  the  trade 
to  accept  these  certificates  as  proof  of  the  sound 
condition  of  the  grain  and  in  former  years  the 
consignments  tallied  with  the  inspectors'  docu- 
mentary evidence.  Under  the  present  usage  the 
recipients  of  grain,  though  the  goods  be  found  dam- 
aged on  their  arrival,  have  no  remedy  at  law  for 
the  loss.' " 

A  letter  received  to-day  from  a  prominent  Liver- 
pool house  reads  as  follows;  it  is  also  self-explana- 
tory : 

"America  cannot  hope  to  sell  us  wheat  while 
they  send  us  such  stuff  as  we  are  getting.  The 
condition  of  the  No.  1  northern  arriving  is  dis- 
graceful. Not  only  is  it  poor  in  quality,  but  it  has 
a  heavy  mixture  of  winter  wheat  in  it,  and  our 
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The  artist  who  made  the  photograph  of  J.  W. 
Owens'  elevator,  reproduced  herewith,  understood 
his  work  and  has  given  us  a  fine  picture;  but  it  by 
no  means  flatters  the  property,  which  is  practically 
a  new  house,  having  been  erected  in  the  fall  of 
1900. 

The  elevator  has  a  stone  basement  8  feet  deep, 
and  the  main  building  is  30x60  feet  in  size.  It  has 
a  12-foot  driveway  with  10-foot  bin  above  to  hold 
2,000  bushels.  There  are  six  other  bins,  each  10 
feet  square  and  30  feet  deep,  and  a  weighing  bin 
holding  600  bushels,  beneath  which  are  Fairbanks 
Hopper  Scales.  The  other  machinery  of  the 
house  is  all  modern  and  in  good  condition.  The 
power  plant  is  housed  in  a  building  20  feet  square 
with  cob  room  of  same  size  above.  It  has  a  30- 
horsepower  boiler  and  a  25-horsepower  engine. 

The  other  buildings  on  the  premises  (Mr.  Owens 
owns  his  own  site)  consist  of  a  seed  room  20x30 
feet  in  size  and  10  feet  high,  a  flour  room  12x15 
feet  in  size  and  an  office  10x12  feet  in  size,  with 
Fairbanks  Wagon  Scales. 

Saratoga  is  located  on  the  Panhandle  Road,  in 
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millers  cannot  use  it.  Manitoba  wheat  is  also  poor 
in  quality,  but  is  unmixed,  and  is  showing  some 
improvement  now." 

Previous  to  the  year  1889,  when  every  public  ele- 
vator here  was  operated  as  a  warehouse  by  ware- 
housemen, a  Chicago  elevator  receipt  was  accepted 
the  world  over.  To-day  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  sell  a  bushel  of  any  kind  of  grain  by  grade 
which  has  once  passed  through  a  public  elevator 
here  without  a  private  sampler's  supervision.  That 
this  is  true  was  vividly  illustrated  within  the  past 
ten  days,  when  the  chief  inspectors  of  Toledo  and 
St.  Louis  were  sent  here  to  supervise  the  loading 
out  of  public  elevators  of  round  lots  of  No.  2  Red 
Wheat  bought  to  be  shipped  to  these  markets. 

Stop  and  reflect  what  will  be  our  flnish.  There 
will  be  bucket-shops  so  long  as  there  is  a  market; 
and  there  will  probably  be  trading  in  puts  and 
calls  so  long  as  there  is  a  market;  but  there  may 
not  always  be  an  open  market  if  the  elevator  ques- 
tion is  not  settled.  .  ' 


Twenty  Canadian  vessels  are  now  engaged  in  the 
grain  carrying  trade  from  Port  Arthur  and  Fort 
William,  against  two  only  a  few  years  ago. 

The  grain  buyers  at  Canton,  S.  D.,  who  all  have 
offices  near  the  city  scales  office,  have  erected  a 
building  for  their  own  use  which  now  contains 
desk  room  for  representatives  of  W.  C.  Genemill, 
South  Dakota  Grain  Company,  Scott-Logan  Com- 
pany, Terwilliger  &  Co.  and  the  Hunting  Elevator 
Company. 


TOlt  AT   SAKATOOA,  INDIANA. 

one  of  the  best  grain  growing  parts  of  eastern  In- 
diana, and  is  a  thriving  and  enterprising  little 
place.  Mr.  Owens'  nearest  elevator  competition  is 
eight  miles  away,  and  he  does  a  very  satisfactory 
flour  ana  coal  business  on  the  side. 


A  WARNING. 


Under  date  of  Frankfort,  Germany,  October  19, 
1903,  United  States  Deputy  Consul-General  S.  W. 
Hanauer  transmits  the  following: 

"European  trade  papers,  in  commenting  upon 
the  complaints  brought  against  the  defective  con- 
dition (owing  to  dampness)  of  grain  received  from 
the  United  States,  add  the  following  warning, 
which  it  will  be  well  for  our  people  to  heed: 

"  'Tlij(-''^present  situation  shows  the  enormous 
grain,^porting  capacity  of  the  southeastern  coun- 
tries of  Europe  when  they  have  good  crops.  This 
•Aught  to  bring  the  conviction  to  the  "Yankees" 
that  their  grain  supplies  are  not  at  all  times  so  in^ 
dispensable  for  European  needs  as  they  seem  to 
think,  and  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  may  cause 
them  to  earnestly  try  to  abolish  the  abuses  which 
have  led  to  these  complaints.'  " 


Some  time  ago  the  removal  of  a  grain  elevator  by 
water  for  some  distance  on  Green  Bay  was  reported. 
Recently  the  same  feat  was  accomplished  at  Milwau- 
kee, where  an  elevator  100  feet  high  was  moved  by 
water  a  distance  of  six  blocks  and  across  the  Me- 
nominee River. 
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MEETING  OF  THE  DIRECTORS  OF 
THE  NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Grain  Deal- 
ers' National  Association,  held  in  the  office  of  Sec- 
retary George  A.  Stibhens  at  Chicago  on  Decem- 
ber 1,  besides  transacting  other  business  of  im- 
portance, the  city  of  Milwaukee  was  selected  as  the 
place  for  holding  the  annual  convention  of  the 
Association  in  1904,  the  dates  named  being  October 
4,  5  and  6. 

A  change  was  also  arranged  for  in  the  matter 
of  entertainment;  as,  whereas  at  former  meetings 
the  entertainment  features  have  alternated  with  the 
business  sessions,  at  Milwaukee  the  first  two  days 
will  be  given  to  the  transaction  of  business  and 
the  third  day  devoted  to  sight-seeing  and  in  other- 
wise enjoying  the  hospitality  of  the  city. 

The  directors  present  were  I.  P.  Rumsey,  Chi- 
cago; Jay  A.  King,  Nevada,  Iowa;  D.  Hunter,  Ham- 
burg, Iowa;  H.  E.  Haliday,  Cairo,  111.;  F.  P.  Lint, 
Atchison,  Kans.;  C.  B.  Jenkins,  Marion,  Ohio;  A. 
E.  Reynolds,  Crawfordsville,  Ind.;  J.  C.  Robb, 
Kingfisher,  Okla.  Ter.;  Thomas  Torrison,  Mani- 
towoc, Wis.;  C.  B.  Patterson,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.; 

A.  F.  Brenner,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  George  A. 
Wells,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  chairman  of  the  advisory 
committee,  was  also  in  attendance. 

President  H.  S.  Grimes,  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  called 
the  morning  session  to  order  at  10  a.  m.  and  the 
first  business  taken  up  was  the  hearing  of  a  com- 
mittee composed  of  John  L.  Dexter,  Detroit,  P.  E. 
Goodrich,  Winchester,  and  Charles  England,  Balti- 
more, from  the  National  Hay  Association,  on  the 
question  of  the  issuance  of  a  new  cypher  code. 

The  statement  made  by  the  committee  was  to  the 
effect  that  the  old  codes  were  out  of  date;  that 
new  terms  and  new  methods  had  arisen  which  de- 
manded a  new  code;  that  their  Hay  Association's 
code,  which  had  been  largely  the  work  of  Mr.  Bev- 
eridge  of  Richmond,  Va.,  filled  all  the  latest  mar- 
ket conditions  and  requirements.  The  committee 
asked  that  the  Grain  Dealers'  National  Association 
adopt  the  code  jointly  with  the  National  Hay  Asso- 
ciation and  that  a  committee  from  the  former  body 
be  appointed  to  further  revise  the  code. 

In  response  to  the  committee  the  directors  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  favoring  a  new  code;  and 
the  question  was  referred  to  a  committee  composed 
of  C.  B.  Jenkins,  A.  E.  Reynolds  and  A.  H.  Bliss. 

The  committee  was  instructed  to  confer  further 
with  the  committee  from  the  National  Hay  Asso- 
ciation and  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting. 

A  committee  composed  of  George  A.  Stibbens, 
Jay  A.  King  and  C.  E.  Patterson  was  appointed  to 
revise  the  constitution  and  by-laws  and  submit 
same  to  the  board  of  directors  for  approval. 

At  the  afternoon  meeting,  the  first  business  was 
the  consideration  of  the  plan  for  holding  the  an- 
nual meeting.  The  following  cities  sent  delega- 
tions to  the  meeting  and  their  invitations,  together 
with  the  attractions  and  advantages  of  their  cities, 
were  presented  in  such  hospitable  manner  that,  as 
President  Grimes  said,  it  was  regrettable  that  the 
annual  meeting  could  not  go  to  each  place  for  a 
part  of  its  sessions.  The  delegation  from  Buffalo 
was  composed  of  T.  J.  Stofler,  with  W.  W.  Alder; 
P\  Howard  Mason,  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce;  J.  A.  Seymour.  Milwaukee  was 
represented  by  W.  M.  Bell,  S.  G.  Courteen,  presi- 
dent of  the  Milwaukee  Chamber  of  Commerce;  R. 

B.  Watrous.  Detroit,  Mich.,  by  John  L.  Dexter; 
Evansville,  Ind.,  by  Mr.  Johnson  of  W.  H.  Small 
&  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Agnew  and  Palmer,  respectively 
representing  the  E.  and  T.  H.,  and  C.  and  E.  I. 
Railroads;  and  New  Orleans  by  A.  F.  Leonhardt. 

The  vote  was  very  close,  Milwaukee  being  a  little 
better  favored  as  it  was  thought  that  in  holding 
the  meeting  in  October  the  city  on  the  lakes  would 
have  the  most  advantages  for  a  large  meeting. 

The  directors  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  arbi- 
tration committee  in  the  case  of  Chapin  &  Co.  vs. 
W.  H.  Merritt  &  Co.,  Capt.  Rumsey  and  Jay  A. 
King  not  voting. 

The  directors  were  the  guests  in  the  evening  of 
Capt.  Rumsey  and  H.  A.  Foss  at  dinner  at  the 


Union  League  Club,  followed  by  a  trip  to  the  Fat 
Stock  Show  at  the  Union  Stock  Yards. 


CLAUDE  G.  THAYER. 


The  great  wheat  fields  of  the  Northwest  have 
taken  many  young  men  to  that  territory  where  the 
moving  of  the  grain  absorbs  so  much  money  and 
so  many  trains  throughout  the  year. 

Claude  G.  Thayer,  manager  of  the  Northwestern 
branch,  with  offices  in  79  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  of  W.  R.  Mumford  Co.  of  Chi- 
cago, has  been  located  in  that  city  about  five  years. 
As  a  mark  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by 
that  trade  he  was  elected  in  November  to  the  office 
of  president  of  the  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  Hay 
Dealers'  Association. 

Mr.  Thayer  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  on  Janu- 
ary 9,  1857,  and  was  formerly  engaged  with  his 
brother,  Clarence  H.  Thayer,  in  the  grain  business 
at  New  Orleans  before  the  latter  joined  the  Chi- 
cago firm  with  which  he  is  now  associated.  He 
has  been  connected  with  W.  R.  Mumford  Co.  about 
ten  years,  of  which  five  were  spent  in  the  Chicago 
and  five  in  the  Minneapolis  office.    At  present  he 
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holds  tne  position  of  assistant  secretary  of  the 
company. 

The  Minneapolis  market  contains  many  men  of 
worth  and  it  is  among  these  that  Mr.  Thayer  must 
be  classed.  He  has  the  hospitable  and  genial 
traits  of  the  terminal  receiver  and  in  addition  has 
always  been  among  those  who  uphold  the  commer- 
cial integrity  and  good  standing  of  any  market 
in  which  they  may  be  placed. 


NEW  ELEVATOR  AT  BALTIMORE 


The  new  elevator  erected  at  Canton,  Baltimore, 
to  replace  the  house  burned  nearly  a  year  ago,  is 
llnis^hed,  and  on  December  2,  on  a  test  of  its  ma- 
chinery, took  in  10,000  bushels  of  corn  for  tne 
Canton  Export  Company.  The  machinery  worked 
admirably.  The  elevator  is  operated  by  the  Cen- 
tral Elevator  Company,  C.  R.  Kendig  being  super- 
intendent. 

The  new  elevator  is  situated  at  the  east  side  of 
the  Baltimore  harbor,  in  the  terminal  yards  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  and  has  about  1,000,000 
bushels'  capacity,  with  large  handling  and  clean- 
ing facilities. 

The  elevator  storage  of  Baltimore  is  now  in  ex- 
cess of  5,350,000  bushels. 


A  New  Jersey  statistical  fiend  has  figured  out  that 
an  average  corn  crop  of  the  United  States,  loaded 
in  wagons  of  50  bushels  each,  would  form  a  com- 
pact train  125,000  miles  long.  It  would  girdle  the 
earth  five  wagons  abreast. 


BLOCKADE  IN  CANADA. 


Up  to  November  15  wheat  deliveries  to  Canada 
points  had  been  comparatively  light,  but  with  the 
coming  of  frost,  the  farmers'  desire  to  haul  their 
grain  has  increased,  with  the  result  of  blockading 
the  C.  P.  Ry.,  more  particularly  at  Virden,  Bois- 
sevain,  Nesbitt,  Kemnay,  Piersen,  Glenowen,  and 
several  other  stations  west  of  Melita.  The  cars 
going  west  from  the  lake  front  are  largely  monopo- 
lized by  farmers,  leaving  elevators  filled  to  their 
roofs,  so  that  many  firms  of  grain  buyers  are 
completely  tied  up  and  have  ceased  buying.  As 
an  example  of  the  way  the  cars  are  furnished,  it  is 
claimed  that  at  Hamiota,  for  example,  on  Novem- 
ber 19,  there  were  133  names  on  the  railway  books 
as  applicants  for  cars,  all  placed  there  between 
October  15  and  24,  since  which  last  date  only  26 
cars  have  been  loaded. 

The  immediate  result  of  the  tie-up  was  the  stop- 
page of  the  cash  business  at  Winnipeg.  The  con- 
gestion was  so  serious  that  by  November  25  most 
of  the  big  grain  companies  had  withdrawn  their 
buyers  from  the  country.  As  one  company  man- 
ager put  it,  "We  stopped  buying  wheat  because 
there  was  only  one  of  two  things  to  be  done;  either 
put  the  price  down  to  a  May  basis,  or  stop  buying. 
Last  year  we  put  the  price  down,  and  there  was  a 
howl  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
This  year  we  decided  on  the  latter  course,  and 
there  is  another  howl  louder  and  longer,  if  pos- 
sible." 

One  prominent  elevator  man  at  Winnipeg,  being 
asked  by  the  News-Bulletin  for  an  expression  of 
opinion,  said:  "We  are  not  making  any  protest 
about  the  'Grain  Act,'  lack  of  cars  or  anything 
else.  We  are  simply  trying  to  manage  our  busi- 
ness on  business  lines  and  avoid  loss.  Men  are 
urging  us  to  buy  wheat,  but  how  can  we  buy  wheat 
at  track  prices  that  we  may  not  be  able  to  move 
until  May  or  June?  Let  me  give  you  an  illustra- 
tion: 

"An  engine  leaves  Winnipeg  with  a  train  of 
empties  and  goes,  say,  along  the  Deloraine  branch. 
When  it  reaches  Deloraine  there  are  eighty  empty 
cars.  Now  one  of  these  cars,  according  to  regula- 
tions, goes  to  an  elevator  and  the  other  seven  to 
farmers.  The  engine  turns  at  this  point  and  that 
operation  takes  twenty  minutes.  In  that  time  the 
eight  cars  could  have  been  loaded  at  the  elevators, 
but  as  a  matter  of  fact  when  the  engine  is  ready 
to  go  back  there  is  only  one  car  loaded  ready  to 
return.  A  farmer  is  allowed  twenty-four  hours  for 
loading,  but  that  is  not  the  end  of  the  delay,  for 
the  engine  takes  the  one  loaded  car  and  may  not 
return  for  the  others  for  three  or  four  days.  I  am 
not  speaking  of  possible  contingencies,  but  of  what 
has  actually  happened  this  present  season.  This 
delay  means  that  the  cars  are  still  at  Deloraine 
when  they  should  be  on  their  return  trip  from 
Fort  William. 

"Another  point  which  seems  to  be  overlooked  and 
which  occasions  trouble,  is  this:  A  farmer  may 
have  a  car  of  wheat  in  any  one  of  the  elevators;  he 
may  have  ordered  a  car  for  the  shipment  of  that 
grain;  and  that  car  may  be  the  next  in  order  for 
delivery,  but  if  he  should  in  the  meantime  sell  the 
wheat  to  the  company  owning  the  elevator  his  or- 
der for  the  car  is  cancelled  and  the  elevator  com- 
pany's order  for  a  car  to  move  the  same  wheat  is 
put  at  the  end  of  the  orders  in  the  agent's  book, 
possibly  50  cars  ahead  of  that  order.  Can  any 
business  man  blame  an  elevator  company  for  saying 
to  a  farmer  in  such  a  case:  'Get  your  car  loaded 
and  we  will  pay  you  track  price  for  your  grain,  and 
be  glad  to  do  so?' 

"The  banks  are  asking  the  elevator  men  when 
they  are  going  to  need  money  for  their  country 
points.  The  fact  that  elevators  have  ceased  to 
buy  will  no  doubt  shrink  the  amount  of  money  in 
circulation  very  materially,  but  it  is  nonsense  to 
say  the  elevator  men  are  doing  it  to  punish  the 
farmers.  It  would  have  been  money  in  the  pocket 
of  all  elevator  companies  in  the  West  this  year,  if 
they  had  never  opened  their  doors  for  grain  this 
season,  and  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  ele- 
vator men  are  going  to  continue  buying  wheat  at 
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present  prices  to  hold  in  tlieir  elevators  until  next 
May.  The  whole  question  resolves  itself  into  this- 
Elevator  companies  cannot  get  cars  to  get  their 
wheat  out,  therefore  they  cannot  buy  any  more 
wheat  on  the  basis  of  shipment  before  navigation 
closes.  They  found  it  necessary  to  stop  buying 
by  the  first  of  November.  In  a  year  when  the  crop 
is  extra  heavy,  as  it  was  last  year,  elevators  will 
have  to  cease  buying  on  the  15th  of  October,  as 
with  the  present  system  of  ear  distribution  it  would 
be  impossible  after  that  date  to  get  sufficient  cars 
to  take  the  wheat  to  terminals.  It  seems  to  be 
forgotten  by  many  people  that  the  elevator  of  say 
25,000  bushel  capacity  represents  on  the  average 
from  15  to  20  farmers  any  week  in  the  season;  yet 
an  elevator  ranks  as  a  single  farmer,  so  far  as  cars 
are  concerned.  It  is  a  knotty  problem,  and  if  the 
Board  of  Trade  finds  a  means  of  cutting  the  knot, 
no  one  will  be  better  pleased  than  the  elevator 
men.  T  think  the  very  fact  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
taking  it  up  shows  that  it  was  wiser  to  cease  buy- 
ing than  to  offer  May  prices  for  the  wheat." 


HANDLING  CANADA'S  HARVEST. 

Western  Canada's  estimated  yield  of  wheat  for 
the  current  crop  is  51,300,000  bushels,  or  about 
17,000,000  bushels  under  the  harvest  of  1902.  The 
yield  of  all  grains  is  put  at  110,000,000  bushels,  of 
which  40,200,000  bushels  are  cats. 

The  facilities  for  moving  this  crop  are  much  bet- 
ter than  for  a  year  ago,  the  C.  N.  R.  being  able  to 
in  a  measure  divide  the  trade  with  the  C.  P.  R. 
and  both  ai'e  well  equipped,  the  C.  P.  R.  having 
added  several  thousand  new  box  cars,  so  that  the 
traflBc  manager  of  the  Canada,  Atlantic  and  Parry 
Sound  system  reports  that  they  have  sufficient  car 
supply,  with  their  connections,  to  handle  about  25,- 
000,000  bushels  of  grain. 

There  has  also  been  a  large  increase  in  the.  ton- 
nage of  Canadian  bottoms.  Last  year  there  was 
a  total  tonnage  of  Canadian  vessels  carrying  grain 
alone  of  about  1,700,000  bushels;  this  year  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  the  space  that  has  brought  the 
total  up  to  2,560,000  bushels  in  the  fleet  of  thirty- 
two  vessels.  Four  new  vessels  have  been  added 
this  year.  These  new  boats  are:  The  Midland 
King,  the  Iroquois,  the  Wexford,  and  the  Pellet, 
and  are  especially  large  vessels  that  will  average 
each  about  100,000  bushels'  capacity.  The  Canada 
Atlantic  owns  five  vessels  with  carrying  capacity 
of  760,000  bushels  per  trip  or  3,300,000  bushels  per 
month.  This  is  the  only  Canadian  railway  system 
running  its  own  vessels,  but  all  the  lines,  from 
Canadian  or  American  ports,  except  the  C.  P.  R., 
use  the  Parry  Sound,  or  Georgian  Bay,  route 

Elevator  capacity  also  has  steadily  increased  in 
spite  of  the  discouragement  of  the  amended  Grain 
Act,  and  there  is  now  elevator  storage  capacity  at 
Port  Arthur  and  Fort  William  for  close  on  to  14,- 
000,000  bushels.  The  addition  of  the  new  C.  P.  R. 
elevator  "E"  gives  to  that  railway  at  Fort  William 
a  capacity  of  about  9,000,000  bushels;  and  the  Cana- 
dian Northern  new  elevator  of  2,500,000  bushels' 
capacity  to  be  completed  by  January  15  will  bring 
its  total  capacity  close  up  to  6,000,000  bushels. 
At  interior  points  along  the  C.  P.  R.  the  increase 
in  storage  capacity  is  calculated  at  about  4,000,000 
bushels  while  along  the  C.  N.  R.  the  increase  is 
put  at  625,000  bushels,  bringing  the  total  up  to  26,- 
784,900  bushels  at  interior  points  and  the  total  ca- 
pacity, including  every  point  east  of  Winnipeg  and 
at  the  lakes  39,333,400  bushels.  Of  this  grand  total 
about  18,000,000  bushels'  space  is  west  of  Winnipeg. 
This  interior  storage  with  the  storage  now  pro- 
vided for  at  the  lake  front,  is  believed  ample  to 
take  care  of  the  grain  that  may  be  left  in  posses- 
sion of  the  farmers  for  delivery  during  the  winter 
months  after  the  close  of  upper  lake  navigation,  as 
the  history  of  the  trade  shows  that  the  vessel  ca- 
pacity on  the  Great  Lakes  is  sufficient  to  take  care 
of  the  business  and  leave  the  elevators  on  the  lake 
front  practically  empty  on  the  close  of  upper  lake 
navigation. 

Meantime  the  big  terminal  elevator  at  Montreal, 
erected  by  or  under  the  supervision  of  the  govern- 


ment is  rapidly  approaching  completion,  in  spite 
of  vexatious  strikes.  All  the  steel  work  was  com- 
pleted and  the  work  of  installing  the  machinery 
begun  thirty  days  ago.  The  capacity  is  1,000,000 
bushels  in  seventy-eight  bms. 


SEED  CORN  CONTEST. 


Geo.  M.  Gwynn,  grain  dealer  at  Essex,  la.,  organ- 
ized a  corn  growing  contest  in  his  neighborhood 
this  year  by  offering  a  fur  robe  and  a  plush  robe 
as  first  and  second  prizes  for  the  best  two  half 
bushels  of  corn  grown  within  a  radius  of  eight 
miles  of  Essex.  The  only  conditions  of  the  contest 
were  that  the  corn  should  be  grown  in  fields,  not 
gardens,  and  that  the  corn  should  be  tied  in  a  sack, 
and  delivered  by  the  bona  fide  grower.  Three  com- 
petent judges  were  selected  to  judge  the  corn 
points:  weight  of  ears,  maturity,  quality  and  sym- 
metry. 

The  purpose  of  this  contest  was,  first,  to  get  the 
farmers  of  his  vicinity  interested  in  raising  the 
standard  of  the  corn  they  produce;  secondly,  to 
find  out  who  raises  the  best  corn  in  this  section; 
and,  thirdly,  to  give  the  farmers  an  opportunity  of 


G.   M.  GWYNN,  ESSEX,  IOWA. 

comparing  each  other's  corn,  and  making  improve- 
ment on  their  product. 

The  prizes  were  awarded  on  November  28,  there 
being  22  entries;  and  the  rural  reporter  says  that 
when  the  sacks  were  opened  and  the  corn  placed 
on  racks  built  for  the  purpose,  it  made  a  fine  dis- 
play. Three  competent  judges  were  appointed  to 
pick  out  the  winning  lot  of  corn.  The  four  points 
on  which  the  award  was  made  were  weight,  ma- 
turity, quality  and  symmetry,  25  points  allowed 
for  each.  F.  M.  Jones  was  winner  (91  points) 
of  the  first  prize,  and  Wm.  Bussard  (89  points)  of 
the  second.  Every  one  interested  was  satisfied 
with  the  awards. 

Mr.  Gwynn  retained  the  corn  exhibited,  but  will 
give  it  away,  sending  it  out  throughout  the  corn 
belt  as  samples  of  the  corn  grown  in  his  county. 
Great  interest  was  manifested  in  the  contest;  and 
when  at  its  close  Mr.  Gwynn  announced  that  he 
would  next  year  give  ?50  worth  of  prizes,  nearly 
all  of  the  contestants  expressed  a  desire  to  enter 
that  contest. 

Mr.  Gwynn  is  one  of  the  best  known  grain  dealers 
cf  southwestern  Iowa  and  one  of  the  heaviest  buy- 
ers in  that  territory.  He  is  a  Pennsylvanian  by 
birth,  having  first  seen  light  in  Green  County  of 
that  state  on  April  1,  1850.  He  was  raised  a  farmer, 
and  stock-raiser,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
v.-ent  to  Iowa  with  his  parents,  where  he  continued 
in  the  stock  business  with  his  father  until  1880.  He 
tlien  went  into  the  grain  and  seed  business  on  his 
own  account  at  Bingham  and  also  at  Norwich,  la. 

He  went  to  Essex  in  1893,  succeeding  L.  B.  Day 


&  Co.  This  was  but  ten  years  ago;  but  in  that 
time  he  has  built  up  a  business  in  both  grain  and 
seeds,  which  is  considered  one  of  the  most  attrac- 
tive in  western  Iowa.  His  particular  part  of  Iowa 
has  been  well  known  for  a  long  time  for  the  quality 
of  its  seed  grain,  and  Mr.  Gwynn  has  made  a  fea- 
ture of  this  branch  of  the  business,  handling  seed 
corn,  oats  and  barley  in  large  quantities.  He  is  now 
finishing  the  construction  of  a  two-story  seed  house 
45x75  feet  in  size,  which  will  be  ready  for  business 
on  January  1,  1904.  With  the  facilities  this  house 
will  give  him,  he  will  be  able  to  ship  from  1,500  to 
2,000  bushels  of  seed  corn  weekly. 


ELEVATORS  AT  MINNESOTA. 


Henry  Feig,  country  elevator  inspector  of  the 
state  of  Minnesota,  in  his  annual  report  states  that 
the  number  of  such  houses  in  that  state  on  Sep- 
tember, 1903,  was  1,593,  compared  with  1,549  last 
year.  These  houses  are  established  at  781  stations,, 
an  increase  of  61  stations.  The  following  compila- 
tion is  the  first  ever  made  by  the  department: 


No.  of 

Av.  Cap. 

Total  Cap. 

Elevators. 

Bushels. 

Bushels. 

Great  Northern. 

448 

24,368 

10,917,104 

Chicago  &  N.  W 

213 

19,608 

4,176,552 

C,  M.  &  St.  P 

351 

19,687 

6,910,366 

M.  &  St.  L  

150 

17,436 

2,615,436 

Omaha   

144 

18,904 

2,722,170 

Northern  Pacific 

  119 

20,203 

2,404,188 

C.  G.  W  

69 

14,396 

993,376 

66 

14,246 

940,262 

C,  R.  I.  &  P 

14 

23.500 

329,000 

Illinois  Central 

  7 

10,285 

72,000 

Totals   

1,581 

20,291 

32,080,430 

Of  these  elevators  388  are  independent  of  which 
80  are  co-operative.  Twenty-seven  line  companies 
run  15  or  more  houses;  32  run  from  10  to  15;  20 
run  from  4  to  8  houses,  and  54  have  from  2  to  4 
houses  eacli. 

Inspector  Feig  recommends  the  appointment  of 
a  state  scale  inspector,  the  license  fees  on  elevators 
to  be  increased  sufficiently  to  cover  the  additional 
expense  and  to  make  the  department  self-sustain- 
ing, the  receipts  for  1902-3  having  been  only  $1,593 
and  the  disbursements  $1,807. 

He  also  recommends  that  the  giving  of  "slips" 
for  grain  by  elevator  employes  or  tlie  use  of  any 
except  the  receipt  provided  by  law  be  made  a  mis- 
demeanor, the  use  of  slips  having  given  rise  to 
much  litigation. 

MILWAUKEE'S    LAKE  BUSINESS. 


Lake  shipments  of  grain  by  Milwaukee  for  the 
season  closing  on  December  4  show  an  increase 
over  the  total  of  the  previous  year  of  4,615,138 
bushels,  a  gain  of  more  than  50  per  cent.  The 
shipments  of  the  various  kinds  of  grain  were  as 
follows  (December  estimated): 


1903.  1902. 

Oats    6,239,658  2,935,132 

Barley    4,549,765  3,096,774 

Corn    1,087,306  792,959 

Wheat    568,585  705,229 

Rye    483,050  783,132 


Total   12,928,364  8,313,226 


The  grain  bag  factory  of  the  Washington  state 
penitentiary  finds  itself  at  the  close  of  the  season 
with  about  a  million  bags  on  hand  which  will  be 
carried  over  to  next  year.  This  is  something  un- 
usual, as  in  the  past  there  has  seldom  been  bags 
enough  to  go  around,  and  two  years  ago  the  output 
of  the  mill  had  to  be  prorated  to  the  customers,  each 
receiving  about  half  the  number  ordered. 

The  popcorn  crop  is  said  by  A.  L.  Schaeffer  of 
Paris,  111.,  the  largest  individual  grower,  to  be  25 
to  30  per  cent  less  than  last  year,  when  the  largest 
crop  on  record  was  grown.  Mr.  Schaeffer  himself 
has  about  3,000  bushels  for  the  market  this  year, 
and  he  says  the  quality  is  excellent.  The  principal 
popcorn  states  are  Illinois,  Wisconsin.  Iowa  and  Ne- 
braska, and  the  crop  outside  of  these  states  is  not 
considerable.  The  crop  in  Iowa  and  Nebraska  is 
short  this  year,  but  Wisconsin  has  a  fair  crop.  In 
preparing  popcorn  for  market  it  is  first  kiln-dried 
and  then  put  up  in  bags  of  150  pounds  each. 
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A  LOAD  OF  HAY. 

Gee, 

I  seen  a  load  of  hay 
To-day 

On  the  street. 

Not  baled  hay, 

But  the  other  way; 

The  real  smell-sweet 

Kind,  piled  high 

On  a  wagon  passing  by. 

Come  from  Jersey,  er  Long  Island, 

Er  up  river,  er — no  matter  where; 

It  brought  the  good,  clean  air 

Of  the  fields  and  the  days 

When  Pap  and  the  hands 

Cut  the  medder  lands 

And  I  hauled  haycocks  with  a  mule. 

After  school. 

Jee-mimy  Kate, 

Wasn't  that  grate? 

And  then  after  a  bit. 

Pap  hauled  loads  of  it 

To  town; 

Great  big  loads  piled  high. 
My, 

But  they  looked  big  to  me; 
And  I  can  see 
'Em  yit. 
Every  bit 

As  plain  as  if  it  was  yestiddy. 
And  didn't  he  bring 
Us  children  everything 
When  he  come  back  at  night, 
All  right? 
Say, 

When  I  seen  that  load  of  hay 
To-day, 

I  jist  wondered  if  somewhere 
Outside  of  this  town 
There  wasn't  a  lot  of  children 
Looking  down 

The  road  watching  for  their  Pap 
To  come  back. 
And  say. 
That  hay 

Got  into  my  eyes  some  way. 

The  smell  of  it,  I  guess,  or — or — 

Dinged  if  I  know  what; 

I'm  shore 

It  never  got 

Into  my  eyes  before. 

Say, 

Did  you  ever  feel  that  way 
Next  to  a  load  of  hay? 
No? 
Oh; 

Tou  were  born  in  the  city? 
What  a  pity! 

— William  J.  Lampton,  in  N.  T.  Sun. 


COMMUNICATED 


[We  invite  correspondence  from  everyone  in  any  way 
interested  in  the  grain  trade  on  all  topics  connected 
therewith.  We  wish  to  see  a  general  exchange  of  opin- 
ion on  all  subjects  which  pertain  to  the  interest  of  the 
trade  at  large,  or  any  branch  of  it.] 


CORN  MOVIIVG  SI.OWI.Y  IX  OHIO. 

Editor  American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade: — 
The  movement  of  corn  in  this  section  is  going  to 
be  light;  in  fact,  prices  will  have  to  advance  4 
or  5c.  before  farmers  will  sell  freely. 

E.  A.  GRUBBS  GRAIN  CO. 

Greenville,  0. 

CAN'T  CET  AliONfii  WITHOUT  IT. 

Editor  American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade: — En- 
closed find  one  dollar.  The  grain  business  has  been 
so  rotten  the  past  year,  I  have  been  trying  to  cut 
down  expenses;  but  I  find  it  impossible  to  get  along 
without  the  "American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade." 
Yours,  M.  T.  RUSSELL,. 

Des  Moines,  la. 

BAD  WEI4>H1N(>}  MAKEt^  SHORT AOR. 

Editor  American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade: — 
It  occurs  to  me  that  the  greatest  reason  for  short- 
ages in  Chicago  is  the  defective  car  doors;  in 
Kansas  City  incorrect  weights.  Kansas  City  is 
better  than  it  was  some  years  ago,  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly bad  enough  yet. 

Yours  truly,        NEBRASKA  SHIPPER. 


WANTS  SOME  «iOOI>  READIN4,;. 

Editor  American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade: — 
I  have  been  absent  from  St.  Louis  since  May  and  in 
consequence  have  lost  the  run  of  the  elevator  and 
grain  trade.  I  am  in  charge  of  the  Cedar  Grove 
reservoir  for  the  Stewart  &  Abbot  Company  and 
have  been  very  busy.  But  as  we  are  closing  down 
for  the  winter  I  am  looking  for  something  inter- 
esting to  read;  and  I  know  of  nothing  better  than 
the  "American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade." 


So  if  you  will  kindly  forward  it  to  me  here,  I 
shall  be  obliged. 

Most  truly  yours,     GEO.  M.  FILSTEAD. 
Little  Falls,  N.  J. 

SHORTACiB  CAIJSEU  BY  THEFT. 

Editor  American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade: — 
While  we  all  know  there  are  a  great  many  short- 
ages from  many  causes,  I  believe  the  greatest  cause 
is  that  cars  are  unprotected  in  the  railway  yards 
from  thieves.  To  prevent  this  I  would  suggest 
better  watch  be  kept  over  them. 

Yours  truly,  J.  R.  GLENN. 

Robinson,  Kans. 

NEW  EliEVATOR  COMPLiBTED. 

Editor  American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade:  A. 
B.  Marsh,  formerly  with  the  Neillsville  Milling 
Company  of  this  city,  has  completed  building  a 
30,000-bu.  grain  elevator,  together  with  a  flat  ware- 
house 30x60  ft.  in  size,  and  a  hay  shea  and  corn 
crib  30x60  feet  in  size,  all  of  which  are  now  in  use. 
The  power  employed  is  a  30-horsepower  Fairbanks- 
Morse  Gasoline  Engine.  It  runs  the  24-in.  attrition 
feed  mill,  receiving  separator,  corn  sheller,  cob 
crusher,  corn  meal  bolter,  hay  press  and  the  ele- 
vators. 

All  told,  it  is  one  of  the  most  complete  and  mod- 
ern elevator  plants  in  Wisconsin.  Fred.  Bruley 
has  charge  of  the  elevator. 

Yours  truly,  B. 

Neillsville,  Wis. 

SHORTAGES  DUE  TO   POOR  POLiICINO. 

Editor  American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade: — 
As  a  receiver  and  shipper,  I  consider  that  when 
shipments  are  made  to  such  markets  as  Kansas 
City  and  St.  Louis,  where  the  railroads  have  very 
extensive  yards,  the  principal  cause  of  shortage 
on  shipments  of  grain  at  such  terminals  is  that 
the  cars  of  grain  are  not  properly  protected  by 
watchmen,  especially  where  the  grain  is  switched 
to  team  tracks.  My  understanding  is  that  they 
have  very  little  if  any  protection,  and  that  the 
grain  is  stolen  by  thieves. 

Of  course,  there  are  some  shortages  that  occur 
from  improper  cooperage.  In  handling  our  busi- 
ness, we  give  this  matter  the  most  careful  atten- 
tion possible,  but  we  receive  much  grain  from  coun- 
try shippers  where  the  cars  are  leaking  at  the 
grain  doors. 

As  to  the  weights  at  terminal  elevators,  as  a 
rule,  I  consider  where  they  have  proper  facilities, 
that  they  are  disposed  to  give  fair  weights. 

Yours  truly,  OLIVER  DENTON. 

Leavenworth,  Kans. 

INTERSTATE  COMMERCE  1,AW  REFORM. 

Editor  American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade: — 
The  following  letter  has  been  addressed  to  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Hay  Association,  but  will  in- 
terest all  shippers: 

"The  National  Hay  Association  recognizes  the 
great  benefit  to  the  commercial  interests  of  this 
country  secured  by  the  enactment  of  the  last  Con- 
gress of  the  Elkins  Bill,  in  the  prevention  of  the 
granting  of  preferential  rates  to  favored  shippers 
in  the  transportation  of  property,  either  by  the 
payment  of  rebates  or  otherwise;  and  that  it  is 
essential  that  further  legislation  should  be  enact- 
ed for  the  prevention  of  discrimination  between 
competing  localities  and  sections  and  between  dif- 
ferent descriptions  of  traffic  and  also  for  relief  from 
the  continuance  of  rates  unreasonable  in  them- 
selves. 

"The  Elkins  law,  as  enacted,  relates  wholly  to  the 
prevention  of  discrimination  between  individuals 
by  departing  from  published  tariff  rates,  or  by  of- 
fering or  granting,  soliciting  or  accepting,  any  re- 
bate or  concession  therefrom.  It  contains  no  pro- 
vision for  the  prevention  of  unjust  discriminations 
in  tariff  rates  between  different  localities,  or  in  the 
classification  of  freight,  or  between  carload  or  less 
than  carload  rates,  nor  for  protection  against  the 
continuance  of  rates  unreasonable  in  themselves. 
These  abuses  can  be  remedied  only  by  investing 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  with  the  au- 
thority prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
known  as  the  'Revised  Elkins  Bill,'  this  section 
having  been  stricken  out  when  the  bill  was  report- 


ed by  the  Senate  committee;  and  it  is  the  belief  of 
this  committee  that  by  concentrating  its  efforts 
upon  this  one  provision,  with  the  active  co-opera- 
tion of  the  several  state  vice-presidents  of  the  Na- 
tional hay  Association  and  other  kindred  associa- 
tions, its  early  enactment  may  be  secured. 

"I  am  directed  by  President  Dexter  to  request 
you  to  take  up  this  matter  with  the  representa- 
tives in  Congress  from  the  districts  comprised  in 
your  territory,  and  the  senators  from  your  state, 
in  order  to  enlist  their  active  support  of  this  legis- 
lation. 

"Yours  very  truly,        G.  A.  McCOMB, 
"Chairman  Interstate  Commerce  Committee  N.  H.  A. 
"Lockport,  N.  Y." 


SHORTAGE  AND  THEIR  «  AUSES. 

Editor  American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade: — In 
regard  to  shortages  of  grain  in  transit,  I  beg  to  say 
that  the  writer  has  been  identified  with  the  grain 
trade  for  a  number  of  years.  We  have,  of  course, 
several  kinds  of  shortages;  and  in  my  experience. 
I  find  one  which  is  more  properly  a  shortage  in 
claims  only.  In  this  case  the  shipper  loads,  say  40,- 
000  lbs.,  and  makes  his  draft  on  41,000  lbs.  This 
we  will  not  discuss  further,  as  the  claim  is  not 
legitimate.  I  might  use  a  stronger  term;  but  any 
[Train  receiver  knows  what  it  means. 

The  second  reason  is  on  account  of  leakage  and 
waste  at  the  loading  and  unloading  points.  At  the 
loading  point,  the  grain  is  spilled  out  before  the 
grain  doors  are  put  in.  At  the  unloading  point, 
much  grain  is  left  on  the  car  floor.  Especially  is 
this  the  case  when  car  floors  have  been  repaired 
with  heavy  or  thick  lumber,  so  as  to  leave  an  un- 
even surface,  thus  preventing  the  shovels  from 
getting  all  of  the  grain. 

Third.  Perhaps  the  largest  and  most  frequent 
shortages  occur  when  the  cars,  especially  the  grain 
doors,  are  in  bad  condition.  Cars  in  this  shape, 
after  a  few  miles'  run,  spring  leaks  that  are  a  con- 
stant drain  to  destination. 

Fourth  is  the  robbing  of  cars  at  terminals  or 
destination.  This  is  easily  done  after  the  car  has 
been  inspected.  I  will  here  add  that  it  is  not  pre- 
sumed that  a  shipper  of  grain  would  be  so  foolish 
as  to  load  grain  into  a  car  above  the  grain  door  so 
as  to  spill  the  contents  over  the  door;  neither 
should  the  grain  door  be  so  high  as  to  not  permit 
of  easy  access  by  the  inspector,  otherwise  he  is  com- 
pelled to  knock  off  the  top  boards,  and,  of  course, 
a  leakage  must  be  the  result.  About  18  inches  of 
space  should  be  left  available  for  easy  inspection. 
After  inspection,  if  the  car  is  resealed,  a  duplicate 
seal  is  usually  used,  and  under  this  method  a  car 
may  be  opened  and  resealed  a  dozen  times  and  no 
one  be  the  wiser  except  the  party  resealing  the  same. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  if  I  had  the  remedy  it  would 
be  a  fortune  to  me.  Here,  however,  is  my  idea. 
Railroad  companies  should  furnish  better  cars;  in 
fact,  a  grain  car  can  be  made  of  steel.  In  such  a 
car  there  could  be  no  waste.  It  is  also  an  evident 
fact  that  the  carrier  is  responsible  for  any  loss  in 
ordinary  shipments  of  merchandise.  Then  why 
should  they  not  be  responsible  for  the  loss  of  grain 
on  account  of  poorly  constructed  cars,  usually  fur- 
nished without  any  grain  doors? 

Yours  truly,  X.  RAY. 


METHODS  OF  A  CAREFUL.  SHIPPER. 

Editor  American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade: — 
We  are  bothered  very  little  with  shortage,  as  our 
transfer  house  is  equipped  with  car-load  hopper 
scales  kept  in  good  condition.  We  weigh  all  grain 
before  loading  and  send  invoice  to  the  consignee 
with  certificate  of  weights,  and  require  the  con- 
signee to  have  notation  made  on  the  paid  expense 
bill  where  there  is  any  leak  discovered,  and  have 
the  expense  bill  returnd  with  statement  for  car  of 
grain. 

We  are  very  careful  in  coopering  the  cars,  and 
use  a  center  brace  on  the  outside  of  the  car  door; 
and  we  generally  double  the  door  the  first  two  or 
three  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  car.  In  most 
cases,  the  leakage  reported  to  us  has  been  around 
the  king-bolt  or  at  the  end  of  the  car,  occasioned, 
we  think,  by  rough  handling  of  the  car  in  transit. 

Years  ago  we  quit  sending  grain  to  markets 
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where  the  grain  is  unloaded  on  a  team  track.  While 
there  may  be  some  railroad  yards  that  weigh  up 
all  the  grain  that  comes  out  of  the  car,  we  think 
the  temptation  not  to  is  too  great;  so  we  avoid 
them.  We  prefer  to  ship  to  private  elevator  con- 
cerns where  we  can  place  the  owner  on  his  honor, 
rather  than  depend  on  any  check-weighing  system 
or  supervision  by  a  public  weighmaster.  Then  the 
private  elevator  man  can  defend  his  own  weights 
and  does  not  have  a  supervising  weigh-master,  or 
a  check-weighing  system,  to  go  behind  in  case  of 
errors. 

We  believe  that  a  large  percentage  of  so-called 
shortage,  which  we  hear  so  much  complaint  of,  is 
mythical  and  exists  only  in  the  minds  of  the  ship- 
pers who  have  either  poor  or  no  facilities  for  weigh- 
ing their  grain  at  the  point  of  origin.  We  are 
aware  of  the  fact  that  some  elevators  located  at 
the  terminal  markets,  used  by  shippers  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  have  blowers  attached  to  their 
hoisting  apparatus,  which  takes  out  considerable 
of  the  dirt  before  the  grain  reaches  their  hopper 
scales,  which,  of  course,  would  occasion  a  shrink- 
age; but  shippers  well  equipped  with  hopper 
scales  should  detect  these  houses  on  a  limited  num- 
ber of  cars;  and  as  there  are  plenty  of  other  buy- 
ers who  will  treat  their  customers  honestly  and 
fairly,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  shipper  should 
continue  to  sell  where  the  weights  are  bad. 

The  most  practical  remedy,  in  our  opinion,  for 
this  shortage  question  is:  perfect  weighing  ma- 
chines in  your  own  elevator;  a  careful,  practical 
man  to  cooper  your  cars;  and  clear  and  concise  in- 
voice with  a  thorough  personal  investigation  when 
a  shortage  occurs.  Although  this  may  seem  a 
little  expensive  at  the  time,  w-e  find  that  it  has  a 
good,  healthy  influence,  and  carries  a  prestige  at- 
tained in  no  other  way. 

Yours  truly,         O.  A.  TALBOTT  &  CO. 

Keokuk,  Iowa. 


INTERSTATE  COMMERCE  COM- 
MISSION DECISION. 

The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  in  opin- 
ions by  Commissioner  Prouty,  has  announced  its 
decisions  of  three  cases  brought  by  the  city  of 
Wichita  to  obtain  relief  from  excessive  freight 
rates. 

In  the  first  case  (against  the  Atchison,  Topeka  & 
Santa  Fe  Railway  Company  and  others)  it  was  al- 
leged that  the  rate  charged  by  them  on  grain  for 
export  from  Wichita  to  Galveston  was  unlawfully 
higher  than  the  export  rate  on  like  trafiSc  in  force 
for  the  longer  distance  from  Kansas  City  to  Gal- 
veston, on  some  of  which  lines  Wichita  is  an  inter- 
mediate point.  It  appeared  that  competition,  which 
does  not  exist  at  Wichita,  actually  controls  and 
forces  the  rates  from  Kansas  City,  which  are,  never- 
theless, remunerative  to  the  carrier;  but  that  the 
wheat  rate  of  30 cents  from  Wichita  to  Galveston 
complained  of  is  excessive,  as  applied  to  wheat  and 
other  kinds  of  grain,  to  the  extent  of  two  cents  per 
100  pounds.  The  Commission  hold,  therefore,  that 
the  export  rates  on  grain  from  Wichita  to  Gal- 
veston are  unreasonable  and  unlawful,  and  should 
be  reduced  in  accordance  with  the  finding;  but  that 
order  can  be  directed  only  against  the  unreason- 
ableness of  such  rate  and  not  against  the  adjust- 
ment of  export  rates  as  between  Kansas  City  and 
Wichita  to  Galveston. 

The  principle  governing  the  decision  in  this  case, 
the  Commission  say,  is  based  upon  decisions  ren- 
dered by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  which 
hold  in  effect  that  where  actual  competition  exists 
at  the  more  distant  point,  which  does  not  obtain  at 
intermediate  or  nearer  point,  and  where  such  com- 
petition has  actually  produced  a  lower  rate  at  the 
more  distant  point,  which  the  carrier  cannot  con- 
trol and  must  meet  to  obtain  a  share  of  the  busi- 
ness, neither  the  third  nor  the  fourth  section  of  the 
act  to  regulate  commerce  prohibits  the  disparity 
in  rates  at  the  shorter  and  longer  distance  points, 
provided  that  the  longer  distance  competitive  rate 
is  remunerative  and  the  shorter  distance  point  rate 
is  reasonable. 

The  other  two  cases  refer  to  similar  condition  of 


rates  on  coal  and  lumber.  As  to  lumber  rates,  a 
similar  conclusion  is  reached;  but  the  coal  rates 
are  not  found  to  be  excessive. 


DEATH  OF  O.  T.  HUYCK. 


O.  T.  Huyck,  who  until  October  1  was  secretary 
of  the  South  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota  Grain 
Dealers'  Association,  died  at  his  home  in  Minne- 
apolis, on  November  14,  from  blood  impoverish- 
ment; aged  46  years.  i 

Mr.  Huyck  was  taken  ill  last  spring  and  com-  \ 
pelled  to  stop  traveling,  and  about  June  was  con- 
fined to  his  bed  for  a  short  tinie.    He  rallied,  how- 
ever, and  was  able  to  resume  his  work,  until  Octo- 
ber, when  he  again  succumbed. 

Mr.  Huyck  was  a  native  of  Illinois,  but  as  a  boy 
was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Iowa.  After  arriving 
at  manhood  he  worked  on  a  farm  and  taught  school 
until  1884,  when  he  went  into  the  grain  business  in 
Davison  County,  S.  D.,  with  the  Bassett-Hunting 
Company.  He  was  later  with  the  Spencer  Grain 
Company,  for  whom  he  acted  as  manager  of  one  of 
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their  line  of  houses.    He  was  in  the  employ  of  L. 

N.  Loomis  as  manager  when  he  resigned  to  accept 

the  secretaryship  referred  to. 

Mr.  Huyck  lived  for  a  number  of  years  at  Mit- 
chell, S.  D.,  where  he  was  for  a  time  chief  of  po- 
lice. He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 
He  leaves  a  family. 


RAILWAY  REFORM  IN  OHIO. 


In  accordance  with  a  motion  made  at  the  October 
meeting  of  the  Ohio  Grain  Dealers'  Association  by 
D.  W.  McMillan,  the  legislative  committee  has  pre- 
pared a  circular  in  which  is  quoted  the  Missouri 
law  on  liability  of  common  carriers,  and  an  ab- 
stract of  the  Virginia  car  service  rules  (a  fuller 
abstract  of  which  appeared  in  these  columns,  p. 
2G4,  November  issue),  together  with  some  sugges- 
tions to  legislators.  The  committee  say  that  they 
will  present  to  the  Ohio  Legislature  this  winter, 
in  the  interests  of  all  branches  of  business  to  be 
benefited  by  the  proposed  legislation,  bills  embody- 
ing in  substance  the  subject  matter  shown  in  said 
circular.  The  committee  asks  the  grain  men  to 
take  this  matter  up  personally  and  at  once  with 
the  members  elected  from  their  counties  and  urge 
upon  them  the  necessity  for  and  the  fairness  of 
such  laws,  and  to  get  each  man  to  commit  himself 
favorably  to  them  if  possible,  as  well  as  to  get  some 
of  the  influential  farmers  and  all  lumber,  coal, 
stock  and  hay  shippers  and  dealers  to  see  mem- 
bers-elect to  the  legislature,  and  to  demand  the  pas- 
sage of  these  laws.  The  committee  say:  "Success 
depends  wholly  on  the  effort  the  grain  dealers 
make.    If  they  work  unitedly  and  earnestly  they 


can  secure  whatever  is  fair  and  just  from  the  law- 
making body." 

The  circular  above  referred  to,  which  is  signed 
by  E.  W.  Seeds,  J.  B.  Van  Wagner  and  Willis  Jones, 
contains  the  following: 

Mi.ssouui  L.wv,  Chapter  14,  Sec.  598. — Liabilities 
of  Common  Carriers. — Whenever  any  property  is 
received  by  a  common  carrier  to  be  transferred 
from  one  place  to  another,  within  or  without  this 
state,  or  when  a  railroad  or  other  transportation 
company  issues  receipts  or  bills  of  lading  in  this 
state,  the  common  carrier,  railroad  or  transporta- 
tion company  issuing  such  bill  of  lading  shall  be 
liable  for  any  loss,  damage  or  injury  to  such  prop- 
erty, caused  by  its  negligence  or  the  negligence 
of  any  other  common  carrier,  railroad  or  trans- 
portation company  to  which  such  property  may  be 
delivered,  or  over  whose  line  such  property  may 
pass;  and  the  common  carrier,  railroad  or  trans- 
portation company  issuing  any  such  receipt  or  bill 
of  lading  shall  be  entitled  to  recover,  in  a  proper 
action,  the  amount  of  any  loss,  damage  or  injury 
it  may  be  required  to  pay  to  the  owner  of  such 
property,  from  the  common  carrier,  railroad  or 
transportation  company,  through  whose  negligence 
the  loss,  damage  or  injury  may  be  sustained. 

Suggestive  Points. — Under  present  Ohio  statutes 
there  is  no  definite  statement  of  the  liability  of  a 
railroad  beyond  its  own  line;  and  its  bills  of  lading 
usually  are  so  made  as  to  try  to  limit  the  liability 
in  this  way,  and  thus  force  the  shipper  of  goods 
that  have  arrived  at  destination  in  a  damaged  con- 
aition  to  discover  the  particular  road  on  which  the 
damage  occurred  and  make  his  collection  from  that 
road.  If  you  contracted  with  your  neighbor  Jones 
to  deliver  a  horse  for  you  safely  at  some  distant 
point,  and  he  took  it  part  way  and  then  turned  it 
over  to  Smith  to  complete  the  journey,  you  would 
enforce  your  contract  with  Jones,  it  Smith  failed 
to  faithfully  perform  his  part  of  the  service,  be- 
cause Jones  is  the  party  with  whom  you  made  a 
contract.  Why  should  a  railroad  corporation  be 
treated  differently  from  an  individual  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind? 

Virginia  Car  Service  Rules.- — The  car  service 
rules,  which  are  about  to  be  put  in  force  by  the 
corporation  commission  of  the  state  of  Virginia, 
require  shippers,  or  receivers,  to  pay  demurrage  of 
$1.00  per  day  on  cars,  under  certain  conditions: 
(1)  For  failure  to  load  a  car  within  48  hours  after 
it  is  furnished.  (2)  If  shipper  fails  to  commence 
loading  a  car  within  48  hours  after  it  is  furnished, 
the  railroad  may  remove  the  car  and  collect  from 
the  shipper  $2.00  to  cover  the  48  hours  which  the 
car  has  been  standing.  (3)  For  failure  to  unload 
a  car  within  72  hours. 

They  require  the  railroad  companies  to  pay  de- 
murrage to  the  shipper,  or  receiver,  as  follows: 
(1)  On  cars  ordered  which  they  fail  to  furnish 
within  four  days  after  order  is  given.  (2)  On  cars 
not  moved  forward  50  miles  per  day  after  bill  of 
lading  has  been  issued.  (3)  For  failure  to  notify 
a  consignee  of  arrival  of  a  car  within  24  hours. 
(4)  For  failure  to  set  cars  for  delivery  within  24 
hours  after  arrival  at  destination.  The  rules  seem 
to  have  been  worked  out  in  detail  very  fairly  and 
the  ground  seems  to  be  well  covered  by  the  twenty 
rules  which  they  have  established  and  published. 

Suggestive  Points. — Car  service  charges,  as  they 
now  exist,  are  entirely  of  the  jug-handle  variety. 
The  shipper,  or  receiver,  does  all  the  paying  for 
failure  to  perform  reasonable  requirements.  The 
railroad  may  do  entirely  as  it  pleases,  without-re- 
gard  to  the  desire,  inconvenience,  or  loss  to  the 
shipper.  Fairness  will  suggest  that  reasonable 
requirement  from  both  parties  should  be  made  un- 
der like  penalties.  We  believe  the  enforcement  of 
car  service  charges  against  shippers  has  benefited 
both  railroads  and  shippers  and  we  feel  sure  that 
the  enforcement  of  such  rules  against  the  railroads 
will  be  of  material  advantage  to  both. 

We  understand  that  in  Texas  a  law  is  now  in 
force  with  a  penalty  of  $50.00  attached  to  both  rail- 
road and  shipper.  The  result  of  this,  the  shippers 
say,  is  that  they  always  get  a  car  when  they  order 
one  and  they  never  fail  to  load  it  when  furnished. 


The  Western  Grain  and  Provision  Exchange,  a 
bucket  shop  at  Butte,  Mont.,  and  elsewhere,  failed 
on  December  4,  leaving  the  Butters  in  the  hole  for 
a  large  sum. 

The  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Railway  Commis- 
sioners have  established  a  flat  rate  of  3%  cents  per 
hundred  on  grain  and  grain  products  from  Vicks- 
burg  to  Meridian. 

The  Board  of  Classification  of  the  United  States 
General  Appraisers  on  November  22  decided  that 
millet  seed  in  its  natural  condition,  not  hulled  or 
cleaned,  is  free  of  duty  as  a  species  of  grass  seed, 
under  paragraph  656  of  the  Dingley  Tariff  Act.  The 
case  came  from  San  Francisco,  where  the  collector 
had  assessed  a  duty  of  30  per  cent. 
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A  DINNER  WITH   THE  CHICAGO 
BOARD  OF  TRADE  WEIGH- 
ING DEPARTMENT. 


One  of  the  most  delightful  midwinter  events  that 
iias  occurred  in  Chicago  grain  circles  was  the  dinner 
given  by  Chief  Weighmaster  H.  A.  Fobs  of  the  Chi- 
cago Board  of  Trade  to  his  employes  on  the  night  of 
December  12.  This  custom  was  Inaugurated  just 
a  year  ago  and  those  who  were  privileged  to  attend 
the  dinner  at  that  time  were  both  surprised  at  the 
numerical  strength  and  high  standard  of  intelli- 
gence of  the  Chicago  weighing  department  and 
delighted  with  the  good  cheer  that  radiated  from 
the  genial  chief  to  be  reflected  in  enlarged  cycles 
from  everyone  present. 

This  year  the  success  of  the  first  dinner  was 
duplicated  and  augmented.  The  night  was  bitter 
cold  and  falling  suow  and  a  lowering  temperature 
undoubtedly  kept  away  some  who  would  have  other- 
wise been  present.  W.  T.  McCray  of  Kentland,  Ind., 
ex-president  of  the  Grain  Dealers'  National  Asso- 
ciation, railed  in  from  Logansport,  and  while  his 
train  was  late  he  was  yet  able  to  be  seated  at  an 
early  stage  of  the  dinner.  L.  B.  Cortelyou,  of  Mus- 
cotah,  Kansas,  president  of  the  Kansas  Grain  Deal- 
ers' Association  and  second  vice-president  of  the 
Grain  Dealers'  National  Association,  was  less  for- 
tunate, the  Rock  Island  train  bearing- him  being 
twelve  hours  late,  so  that  the  best  he  could  do  was 
to  be  in  at  the  finish.  But  he  was  none  the  less 
cordially  welcomed  when  he  did  come.  The  other 
guests  from  out  of  town  had  fortunately  allowed 
themselves  plenty  of  time  so  they  arrived  early. 

THE  DINNER. 

The  entertainment  was  given  in  the  banquet  hall 
of  the  Victoria  Hotel  at  Michigan  Avenue  and  Van 
Buren  Street,  and  at  half-past  seven  more  than  a 
hundred  of  the  employes  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
weighing  department,  together  with  a  score  of 
guests,  sat  down  to  partake  of  a  most  excellent  bill 
of  fare  which  had  been  carefully  arranged  as  a 
chef-d'oeuvre  of  one  of  Chicago's  best  hostelries. 
The  table  was  in  the  form  of  two  L's  joined  at  the 
base,  the  guests  occupying  the  lower  end  at  the 
right  and  left  of  the  host.  The  decorations  were 
roses  and  ferns,  and  during  the  midst  of  animated 
conversation  and  bright  sparkle  of  bon  mots  among 
the  weighmen  who  were  enjoying  a  congenial  even- 
ing, and  the  guests,  a  company  of  musicians  played 
popular  airs.  The  dinner  card  was  an  artistic 
affair,  decorated  with  a  golden  hag  of  presumably 
No.  1  hard  wheat,  tied  by  a  white  satin  ribbon  to 
the  upper  left  hand  corner,  and  it  had  also  printed 
thereon,  besides  the  menu,  various  mottoes  appro- 
priate to  the  occasion.  A  list  of  the  guests  who 
were  present  follows: 

LIST  OF  OUESTS  I'RESENT. 

R.  G.  Chandler,  President  Chicago  Board  of  Trade. 
William  S.  Warren,  ex-President  Chicago  Board  of 
Trade. 

Capt.  I.  P.  Rumsey,  ex-Director  Chicago  Board  of 
Trade. 

Fred  W.  Smith,  Chairman  Board  of  Trade  Weigh- 
ing Committee. 

George  S.  Bridge,  member  Board  of  Trade  Weigh- 
ing Committee. 

Sam  Smith,  Assistant  Chief  Grain  Inspector. 

Edward  Layman,  Assistant  Cashier  Illinois  Trust 
and  Savings  Bank. 

Charles  Phenix,  Assistant  General  Traffic  Man- 
ager Illinois  Central. 

C.  L.  Rising,  Commercial  Agent,  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul. 

Thomas  Wilson,  Assistant  Secretary,  Nelson  Mor- 
ris &  Co.,  Chicago. 

H.  S.  Grimes,  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  President  of  the 
Grain  Dealers'  National  Association. 

George  A.  Stibbens,  Chicago,  Secretary  of  the 
Grain  Dealers'  National  Association. 

Warren  T.  McCray,  Kentland.  Ind.,  ex-President  of 
the  Grain  Dealers'  National  Association. 

G.  H.  Miller,  Chicago,  Manager  Grain  Shippers' 
Protective  Association. 

L.  Cortelyou,  Muscotah,  Kansas,  President  of  Kan- 
sas Grain  Dealers'  Association. 


A.  F.  Brenner,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  President  of 
the  South  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota  Grain  Deal- 
ers' Association. 

George  A.  Wells,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Secretary 
Iowa  Grain  Dealers'  Association. 

H.  I.  Baldwin,  Decatur,  III.,  Treasurer  Illinois 
Grain  Dealers'  Association. 

L.  T.  Hutcliius,  Sheldon,  111.,  President  Eastern 
Illinois  Grain  Dealers'  Association. 

Geo.  Beyer,  Decatur,  Secretary  Illinois  Grain 
Dealers"  Association. 

John  E.  Bacon,  representing  the  "American  Ele- 
vator and  Grain  Trade,"  Chicago. 

AFTER  DINNER. 

With  the  coming  of  coffee  and  cigars,  Mr.  Foss, 
as  host  of  the  evening,  called  for  order,  and,  after  a 
few  warm  words  of  welcome  to  his  .employes 
and  guests,  begged  for  the  privilege  of  spending  a 
few  moments  in  talking  shop.  He  spoke  of  the 
high  character  of  the  work  demanded  of  his  men, 
and  said  that  the  success  of  the  department  was 
largely  a  question  of  their  efficiency  and  their  good 
services.  He  congratulated  them  on  their  record  for 
the  past  year  and  bespoke  their  co-operation  with 
him  for  the  maintenance  of  a  high  standard  for  the 
coming  year.  His  remarks  were  received  with  a.p- 
plause.  H.  S.  Grimes  said  that  before  the  speech- 
making  began  he  had  a  message  to  communicate 
from  Mr.  J.  L.  McCord  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  Secretary 
of  the  Ohio  Grain  Dealers'  Association.  Mr.  Mc- 
Cord regretted  his  inability  to  be  present  at  the 
dinner,  but  he  sent  two  cigars  (one  of  extreme  size 
and  one  of  extreme  smallness),  the  large  one  to  be 
given  to  the  man  who  made  the  best  speech  and 
tlie  small  one  to  the  man  who  didn't  speak  at  all. 
Mr.  Grimes  turned  the  cigars  over  to  the  host  to  be 
awarded  by  the  judges  after  the  speeches  were  over. 
A  letter  received  from  J.  A.  King,  Nevada,  Iowa, 
President  of  the  Iowa  Grain  Dealers'  Association, 
\vas  read  by  Assistant  Weighmaster  A.  E.  Schuyler. 
During  the  evening  a  monologue  was  given  by  Mr. 
Hamlin,  who  has  for  some  time  been  a  favorite  at 
state  meetings  of  grain  dealers'  associations.  One 
of  the  hits  ot  tne  evening  was  L.  T.  Hutchins'  ren- 
dering of  "Brown's  Haircut,"  and  all  of  the  speeches 
were  received  with  hearty  applause. 

SPEAKERS. 

During  the  evening  speeches  were  made  by  the 
J'ollowing  gentlemen  in  the  order  named: 
A.  F.  Brenner,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
L.  T.  Hutchins,  Sheldon,  111. 
H.  S.  Grimes,  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  • 
Charles  S.  Clark,  Chicago. 
John  E.  Bacon,  Chicago. 
Wm.  J.  Flanigan,  Chicago. 
George  A.  Wells,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
C.  F.  Kefer.  Chicago. 
Charles  A.  McArthur,  Chicago. 
George  A.  Stibbens,  Chicago. 
Wm.  S.  Warren,  Chicago. 
G.  W.  Metcaif,  Chicago. 

The  evening  ended  with  the  presentation  of  a 
beauiiful  cut-glass  bowl  to  Fred.  W.  Smith,  chair- 
man of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Weighing  Com- 
mittee, whose  term  expires  in  January.  The  pres- 
entation speech  was  made  by  C.  F.  Mills  of  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  weighing  department,  who 
alluded  to  the  services  which  Mr.  Smith  had  per- 
formed for  the  department  and  to  the  warm  feel- 
ing which  the  department  had  for  him.  It  was  an 
expression  of  their  good  will  and  a  testimony  to  the 
cordial  relations  which  had  existed  between  the 
Chairman  of  the  weighing  committee  and  the  de- 
partment during  his  term  of  office.  He  assured 
the  chairman  that  the  good  wishes  of  the  depart- 
ment would  continue  with  him  after  his  retirement. 

Mr.  Smith  was  very  much  surprised  at  being  the 
recipient  of  such  a  present  and  such  hearty  show  of 
appreciation,  but  thanked  the  donor  and  the  de- 
partment in  fitting  words  for  the  gift  and  the  kind 
expressions  which  had  been  showered  on  him.  He 
said  the  regard  was  mutual,  and  that  he  would  al- 
ways retain  kindly  remembrances  of  the  boys  of  the 
weighing  department. 

As  the  hour  was  now  late  the  Chief  Weighmaster 
said  it  was  time  to  bid  his  guests  good-night,  and  so 


amidst  warm  hand  clasps  and  expressions  of  good 
fellowship  a  most  pleasant  evening  ended. 


THE  BOWSHER  FEED  MILL.. 

Almost  all  manufacturers  of  machinery  refer  in- 
tending purchasers  to  users  of  their  product;  or, 
when  the  purchaser  is  at  a  distance,  submit  testi- 
monial letters.  In.  sending  us  printed  matter  re- 
garding their  mills,  the  N.  P.  Bowsher  Co.,  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  call  attention  to  the  letters  received 
from  users.  The  peculiarity  of  these  letters,  mak- 
ing them  different  from  the  stereotyped  forms  of 
"recommends,"  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  are  from 
men  and  firms  who  have  used  the  mills  a  good 
many  years,  from  three  to  ten,  and  most  of  them 
are  from  men  who  have  used  the  mills  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale. 

These  men  are  all  practical  and  progressive. 
Some  bought  the  Bowsher  Feed  Mill  after  trying 
several  other  makes,  and  they  have  always  been 


,f  Stationary.)      Grinders.  (Rnnner.) 


on  the  lookout  for  their  own  best  interests,  and 
after  years  of  use  recommended  the  Bowsher  Mill 
without  hesitation.  We  notice  one  large  cattle 
feeder  ground  78,000  bushels  of  ear  and  shelled 
corn  in  one  year;  another  ground  150,000  bushels 
in  sixteen  months;  another  sticks  to  the  isowsher 
after  having  tried  four  other  makes.  A  miller  in 
Ohio  writes  he  can  grind  a  wagon  load  of  corn 
almost  as  soon  as  the  farmer  can  drive  to  the  next 
door  and  get  ready  to  take  it  away. 

Testimony  of  this  kind  is  certainly  a  source  of 
the  highest  gratification  to  the  manufacturers,  and 
presents  a  subject  of  seasonable  reflection  for  any 
of  our  readers  contemplating  the  purcnase  of  a 
feed  grinding  mill. 

The  Bowsher  mill  is  different  from  others  in  the 
peculiar  shape  of  its  grinding  plates,  which  are 
conical  shaped  and  put  on  in  sections.  Both  run- 
ner and  stationary  sections  are  shown  in  the  cut 
herewith. 

The  manufacturers  will  he  glad  to  send  full  de- 
scriptions and  any  other  information  desired.  Ad- 
dress the  N.  P.  Bowsher  Co.,  South  Bend,  Ind. 


A  winter  corn  show  will  be  held  at  Lincoln, 
Nebr.,  by  the  State  University  on  January  18-21,  at 
which  $900  in  prizes  for  corn  will  be  offered,  the 
winning  exhibits  to  go  to  the  St.  Louis  Exposition. 

The  unusually  large  wheat  crop  in  the  Argentine 
Republic  has  created  an  abnormal  demand  for  bur- 
laps, and  consumers  there,  having  bought  up  all  that 
could  be  had  both  in  Calcutta  and  Dundee,  cabled 
to  the  New  York  market  for  what  it  could  spare. 
The  result  has  been  that  New  York  sellers  exported 
more  than  5,000,000  yards  of  burlaps  to  Argentine 
during  November. 

Another  corn  trophy  has  been  put  up  in  Iowa, 
offered  by  A.  E.  Cook  of  the  Brookmont  Farms,  at 
Odebolt,  to  be  awarded  to  the  grower  of  the  best 
ear  of  corn  of  any  color.  The  trophy  is  of  glass 
and  bronze  thirty-six  inches  in  height.  It  consists 
of  a  pedestal  on  which  are  mounted  three  glass 
cylinders.  These  cylinders  will  contain  the  actual 
ears  of  corn  which  carry  off  tne  chief  honors  each 
year.  On  one  side  of  the  cylinders  stands  a  bronze 
statue  of  an  Indian  chief,  dressed  in  full  war  re- 
galia, representing  the  original  conditions  in  the 
corn  breeding  belt.  On  the  other  side  is  a  bronze 
statue  of  Charles  Willard  Cook,  who  purchased  the 
Brookmont  Farms  when  Iowa  was  wild  prairie. 
Capping  the  trophy  is  a  bronze  globe  supported  by 
bronze  American  eagles.  The  globe  shows  a  map 
of  the  world,  with  the  state  of  Iowa  in  relief,  em- 
phasizing the  place  Iowa  holds  in  the  development 
of  corn  culture. 
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MEETING  OF  GRAIN  DEALERS  AT 
ST.  JOSEPH. 


A  joint  meeting  of  the  Grain  Dealers'  Union  of 
Southwestern  Iowa  and  Northwestern  Missouri, 
the  Kansas  Grain  Dealers'  Association  and  the  Ne- 
braska Grain  Dealers'  Association  was  held  at 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  on  the  afternoon  of  January  20. 
Considering  the  important  subjects  to  come  before 
the  meeting,  outlined  in  the  call,  the  attendance 
was  not  what  had  been  expected,  and  this  fact  was 
mentioned  by  D.  A.  Hunter,  president  of  the  Union, 
in  his  opening  remarks  and  brief  address  of  wel- 
come. 

Following  President  Hunter,  Secretary  E.  J. 
Smiley  of  the  Kansas  Association  was  introduced, 
who,  among  other  things,  said: 

I  am  grateful  for  the  privilege  of  being-  permitted 
to  present  to  this  convention  of  grain  dealers  several 
subjects  that"  we  deem  of  special  importance  to  the 
trade.  Numerous  complaints  have  been  filed  with 
me  the  present  sea.'son  of  the  transportation  com- 
panies refusal  or  neglect  to  furnish  equipment  suf- 
ficient to  handle  shipments  tendered  by  them  and 
the  negligence  of  the  companies  to  move  grain  after 
loaded.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  demands 
made  on  the  transportation  companies  the  present 
season  are  greater  than  ever  before  in  a  single  crop 
year,  and  in  excess  of  their  ability  to  comply  with, 
but  viewing  the  situation  from  a  disinterested 
standpoint,  few  of  the  companies  in  our  state  have 
apparently  made  an  effort  to  improve  the  existing 
condition  and  as  a  result  shippers  have  lost  thou- 
sands of  dollars.  Every  other  class  of  freight  takes 
precedent  over  grain  for  the  reason  that  grain  is 
dead  freight,  and,  as  the  traffic  managers  suppose, 
they  will  secure  the  haul  whether  they  furnish  the 
i;ecessary  equipment  when  ordered  or  not. 

The  usual  excuse  given  by  the  traffic  managers 
of  the  lines  throughout  Kansas  for  not  being  able 
to  furnish  the  necessary  equipment  to  move  the 
grain  tendered  is  on  account  of  the  large  crop  pro- 
duced and  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  farmers  to 
deliver  the  bulk  of  the  grain  direct  from  the  thrasher 
to  the  station.  But  this  is  not  the  only  complaint 
the  shippers  makes.  They  allege  that  after  cars  are 
loaded  and  bills  of  lading  issued,  cars  are  allowed 
to  remain  on  side  tracks  at  point  of  origin  or  some 
side  track  between  point  of  origin  and  destination 
an  indefinite  period,  in  many  Instances  causing  ma- 
terial losses  to  the  shipper.  Whatever  the  reason 
may  be,  many  shippers  have  sustained  material 
losses  on  account  of  the  grain  heating  while  in 
transit  or  a  declining  market. 

We  think  that  any  excuse  the  companies  may 
make  for  the  delaying  of  grain  in  transit  after  is- 
suing bill  of  lading  for  same  is  lame.  Shippers  have 
the  right  to  expect  of  the  transportation  companies 
as  common  carriers  the  prompt  handling  of  grain 
after  issuing  bill  of  lading,  and  there  should  be 
some  action  taken  at  this  meeting  that  will  tend  to 
bring  about  the  desired  result. 

A  number  of  shippers  throughout  the  state  of 
Kansas  have  filed  complaints  with  the  Board  of 
Railroad  Commissioners  praying  them  to  issue  an 
order  compelling  the  operating  departments  of  the 
different  Kansas  lines  to  furnish  necessary  equip- 
ment for  loading  and  to  move  loaded  cars  promptly. 
In  several  instances  several  such  orders  have  been 
made,  but  no  attention  has  been  paid  to  them.  It 
would  appear  that  a  part  of  this  unnecessary  delay 
is  caused  by  the  transportation  companies  not  fur- 
nishing tracks  designated  as  hold  tracks  at  terminal 
markets  especially  Kansas  City.  A  delegation  from 
the  Kansas  City  Board  of  Trade  appeared  before 
the  State  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners  on 
Wednesday,  November  11  to  request  the  Board  to 
adopt  a  rule  requiring  the  railroads  entering  Kan- 
sas City  from  the  West  to  designate  a  hold  track 
where  grain  cars  could  be  concentrated  to  await 
the  state  grain  inspectors.  All  shippers  should  be 
interested  in  this  matter,  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  adoption  of  such  a  rule  would  relieve  them  of 
demurrage  and  insure  them  against  long  delays 
in  railroad  yards  which  mean  a  heavy  loss  because 
of  the  fluctuating  markets. 

The  rule  will  provide  in  the  event  of  Its  adop- 
tion that  the  railroads  must  designate  a  track  as  a 
hold  track  on  which  cars  must  be  placed  and  if  not 
placed  on  such  track  the  roads  will  not  have  the 
right  to  charge  demurrage.  Mr.  J.  W.  Radford, 
Chief  Grain  Inspector,  states  that  it  is  not  infre- 
quent for  cars  of  grain  to  stand  in  the  yards  for  a 
number  of  days  before  they  were  found  and  in- 
spected, and  In  many  instances  it  was  equally  as 
long  a  time  before  they  were  removed  to  elevators 
and  unloaded.  In  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Radford,  if 
such  an  order  was  made,  it  would  prevent  a  con- 
gestion of  cars  In  the  yards  and  would  prove  a 
great  advantage  not  only  to  the  shipper  but  to  the 
ti-ansportation  companies.  The  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  have  made  such  an  order  in  both 
St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City  which  has  already  be- 
come effective. 

We  understand  from  an  official  source  that  the 
U.  P.  Ry.  has  agreed  to  set  aside  a  sufficient  number 
of  tracks  which  will  be  designated  as  hold  tracks 
and  that  grain  billed  to  Kansas  City  would  be 
placed  on  these  tracks  and  the  consignee  promptly 
notified  on  the  arrival  of  the  grain.  As  there  are 
shippers  here  from  Iowa,  Missouri,  Nebraska  and 
Kansas  and  all  being  equally  interested  in  this 
matter,  would  it  not  be  well  for  the  chair  to  ap- 
point a  committee  to  wait  on  the  general  freight 
agents  of  the  lines  entering  Kansas  City  and  en- 
deavor to  lay  this  matter  before  them  in  such  a 


manner  that  they  would  grant  what  we  would  term 
a  reasonable  request. 

Another  matter  of  especial  interest  to  the  grain 
trade,  especially  those  located  in  the  corn  district, 
is  the  matter  of  delayed  reinspections  on  the  Kansas 
City  market.  Doubtless  all  of  you  will  remember 
the  agitation  of  a  rule  of  the  Kansas  City  Board 
of  Trade  relative  to  delayed  reinspections  on  the 
Kansas  City  market  last  February.  A  majority  of 
the  receivers,  members  of  the  Kansas  City  Board 
cf  Trade,  succeeded  in  having  a  rule  passed  requir- 
ing the  buyers  to  receive  or  reject  the  grain  on 
saie  within  24  hours  from  time  of  sale.  The  nearest 
they  could  come  to  having  this  rule  made  effective 
was  that  it  was  modified  by  having  the  words,  "Un- 
less otherwise  agreed,"  read  into  the  rule.  I  beg 
to  quote  you  from  the  amended  rule  Sec.  9,  Art.  15 
of  the  Kansas  City  Board  of  Trade: 

"Unless  otherwise  agreed,  purchasers  of  com- 
modities sold  in  carloads  on  the  open  board  during 
trading  hours,  or  cars  bought  of  members  on  Kan- 
sas City  terms  to  arrive  and  samples  delivered  dur- 
ing trading  hours  (but  not  including  deliveries  from 
Kansas  City  elevators),  may  have  such  cars  sampled 
by  an  official  sampler." 

Acting  on  my  suggestion  a  number  of  shippers 
wrote  their  commission  men  as  follows: 

"Please  bear  in  mind  that  any  and  all  grain  that 
we  may  hereafter  consign  to  you  must  be  sold  under 
the  new  rule  relative  to  inspections,  and  that  the 
V.  ords,  'unless  otherwise  agreed,'  must  not  be  ap- 
plied to  any  of  our  shipments." 

The  following,  in  most  instances,  is  a  reply  to 
this  direction: 

"We  have  your  letter  and  note  your  instructions 
with  reference  to  the  sale  of  your  grain.  We  will, 
of  course,  be  glad  to  comply,  but  we  want  to  advise 
you  that  there  is  not  an  elevator  in  Kansas  City 
that  would  buy  car  of  grain  excepting  on  the  old 
term,  rule;  that  is,  the  grain  must  be  like  grade 
and  sample  on  arrival  at  the  elevator.  We  could 
probably  sell  a  reasonable  amount  of  grain  for  ship- 
ment or  to  buyers  outside  of  the  regular  mills  and 
elevators  on  terms  you  demand.  We  rather  think  it 
would  be  advisable  for  the  shippers  in  the  country 
to  leave  matters  of  this  sort  to  the  commission  man; 
considerable  sacrifice  in  price  might  be  necessary 
to  follow  out  your  instructions  in  every  instance." 

After  this  rule  was  modified  the  majority  of  the 
buyers  signed  a  notice  to  the  effect  that  they  would 
buy  only  on  old  terms  which  ineant  that  the  grain 
must  reach  the  elevator  or  warehouse  and  be  sub- 
ject to  their  examination  before  accepting  same. 
You  will  note  that,  as  far  as  Kansas  City  buyers 
are  concerned,  they  ignore  the  new  rule  and  take 
advantage  of  the  three  words,  "unless  otherwise 
agreed."  A  number  of  our  members  have  reported 
to  me  lately  that  they  have  sustained  material  losses 
on  account  of  grain  being  detained  between  the 
time  of  its  arrival  in  Kansas  City  and  delivery  to 
the  elevator. 

In  a  circular  issued  August  28  I  recommended  to 
our  members  that  they  write  to  their  commission 
firms  protesting  against  this  rule  and  insist  that 
their  consignments  be  sold  under  the  new  rule. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  all  of  the  principal  markets 
of  the  country,  with  the  exception  of  Kansas  City, 
compel  purchasers  of  grain  to  accept  or  reject  same 
before  1  o'clock  the  next  business  day  and  succeed 
in  enforcing  such  a  rule,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand why  such  a  rule  cannot  be  enforced  by  the 
members  of  the  Kansas  City  market.  A  member 
o'J  the  Kansas  City  Board  of  Trade  lately  assigned 
as  a  reason  why  such  a  rule  could  not  be  enforced 
was  on  account  of  the  negligence  of  the  transpor- 
tation companies  to  move  the  stuff  promptly  after 
ordered  to  the  elevators.  The  transportation  com- 
panies on  the  other  hand  claim  that  the  sellers  of 
grain  are  negligent  in  giving  orders  for  its  disposi- 
tion, and  that  there  is  not  sufficient  elevator  ca- 
pacity in  Kansas  City  to  promptly  handle  the  vol- 
ume of  grain  arriving  at  that  market. 

Whatever  the  cause  may  be  it  is  time  that  the 
shippers  made  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  sit- 
uation and  demand  better  service.  As  shippers  we 
are  only  exercising  our  rights  in  making  a  thorough 
investigation  in  order  to  place  the  blame  where  it 
belongs.  If  the  transportation  companies  are  en- 
tirely at  fault,  they  are  liable  to  the  purchaser  of 
the  grain  for  whatever  loss  he  may  sustain.  The 
shipper,  being  located  at  interior  points,  in  many 
instances  far  from  the  terminal  market,  is  not 
aware  of  the  way  his  grain  is  being  handled,  and 
causing  him  loss;  while  the  receiver,  or  purchaser, 
of  this  grain  can,  if  so  disposed,  ascertain  that  the 
grain  is  being  delayed  and  notify  the  line  of  road 
in  whose  care  grain  is;  and  if  the  grain  deteriorates 
in  quality  account  of  this  delay  they  will  hold  them 
responsible.  It  has  been  suggested  to  the  writer  by 
a  number  of  shippers  that  the  members  of  the  Kan- 
sas City  Board  of  Trade  be  notified  that  unless  they 
can  handle  the  grain  promptl.v  entrusted  to  th»ir 
care  that  they  will  be  compelled  to  find  another 
market. 

Some  weeks  ago  I  mailed  a  circular  enclosing  copy 
of  circular  issued  by  the  weighing  committee  of 
the  Merchants'  Exchange  in  which  they  advised  that 
all  of  the  elevators  and  mills  of  St.  Louis  and  East 
St.  Louis  had  agreed  to  permit  a  Merchants'  Ex- 
change weigher  to  check  the  weights  of  all  grain 
received.  I  strongly  suggested  in  the  circular  mailed 
you,  that  when  shipping  grain  to  the  St.  Louis  mar- 
ket you  insist  on  Merchants'  Exchange  weights. 
Since  issuing  this  circular  we  note  in  the  columns 
of  the  press  that  the  Board  of  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners of  the  states  of  Missouri  and  Illinois  had 
notified  the  officials  of  the  different  exchanges  that 
they  would  not  longer  be  permitted  to  check  the 
wei.ghts  of  the  public  elevators  in  Kansas  City,  and 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  East  St.  Louis,  111.  It  now  re- 
mains to  be  seen  whether  this  order  will  be  obeyed 
and  the  Exchange  weighers  permitted  to  check  the 
weights. 

From  evidence  in  my  possession  there  is  no  ques- 


tion but  that  there  is  something  radically  wrong 
with  the  weights  taken  in  St.  Louis.  I  beg  to  quote 
you  from  a  letter  received  from  a  prominent  shipper 
operating  ,i  line  of  stations,  having  a  large  and 
well  equipped  elevator,  through  which  the  grain 
originating  at  country  points  passes  and  is  weighed 
out  over  an  SO,000-lb.  capacity  hopper  scale  before 
being  forwarded  to  destination.  This  letter  bears 
date  of  November  2: 

"We  note  your  circular  referring  to  the  weighing 
of  grain  at  St.  Louis.  There  certainly  ought  to  be 
a  change  made  in  their  system  there.  We  have 
been  shipping  a  great  deal  of  wheat  to  St.  Louis 
this  fall,  but  our  shipments  have  been  nearly 
equally  divided  between  Chicago,  Kansas  City  and 
St.  Louis;  and  to  show  that  something  is  wrong 
with  their  weighing  system,  we  give  you  the  re- 
turn weights  on  the  last  20  cars  heard  from  to 
October  20.  The  average  shrink  on  the  20  cars  to 
Kansas  City  was  147  lbs.;  to  Chicago,  161  lbs.;  and 
to  St.  Louis,  596  lbs.    Our  heaviest  shrinks  have  been 

on  cars  to  the    Mill  Co.    We  nearly  always 

had  heavy  shrinks  on  the  cars  that  went  to  them. 
We  are  not  the  only  grain  dealers  that  are  com- 
plaining of  the  weights  of  the    Mill  Co.,  St. 

Louis." 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  these  people  have  the  best 
facilities  that  money  can  purchase  for  weighing 
grain,  the  comparison  they  make  between  Kansas 
City,  St.  Louis  and  Chicago  shows  conclusively  that 
something  is  wrong. 

I  note  in  the  columns  of  the  press  that  the  Board 
of  Railroad  Commissioners  of  the  state  of  Missouri 
notified  the  public  elevator  owners  and  operators 
in  both  Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis  that  they  would 
not  allow  the  deduction  of  3  lbs.  per  M.  to  be  made 
in  St.  Louis  houses  or  the  100  lbs.  per  car  to  be 
taken  in  Kansas  City.  There  is  no  law  on  the 
statute  books  of  the  states  of  Missouri  or  Kansas 
■permitting  elevator  concerns  to  make  these  deduc- 
tions, but,  as  stated  by  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Kansas  City  Board  of  Trade,  it  had  become  a 
custom,  and  he  thought  that  the  shipper  should  be 
willing  to  allow  this  deduction  to  be  made.  This 
is  a  question  that  has  long  agitated  all  millers  and 
country  shippers;  but  we  feel  quite  sure  that  they 
have  never  been  convinced  that  this  deduction 
should  be  made. 

The  questions  I  have  just  mentioned  are  certainly 
of  vital  importance  to  every  grain  dealer  in  attend- 
ance at  this  meeting  and  in  order  to  remedy  and 
improve  these  conditions  it  is  necessary  for  us  as 
individuals  and  an  Association  to  constantly  agitate 
the  matters  referred  to;  and  we  will  eventually 
secure  what  we  are  entitled  to — better  service. 

George  A.  Stibbens,  secretary  of  the  Grain  Deal- 
ers' National  Association,  next  addressed  the  meet- 
ing and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  best  way 
to  put  an  end  to  the  evils  in  terminal  markets  was 
to  call  meetings  of  secretaries  at  those  markets 
where  a  little  missionary  work  was  nedeed,  and 
by  the  influence  which  these  officers  could  exert, 
bring  about  necessary  reforms. 

Mr.  Stibbens  also  called  the  attention  of  shippers 
to  the  bad  practice  of  loading  cars  "which  needed 
coopering,  and  said  that  he  had  tabulated  the  cars 
which  had  been  received  out  of  condition  at  Kan- 
sas City  and  Chicago  during  the  month  of  October. 
The  notations  were  as  follows:  In  Chicago  there 
was  a  total  of  3,735  bad  order  cars,  of  which  leak- 
ing over  grain  doors  there  were  584;  leaking  at 
side  of  cars,  546;  leaking  at  end  of  cars,  765;  leak- 
ing car  boxes,  647;  total  cars  weighed,  28,000,  mak- 
ing one  leaky  car  in  every  eight,  or  an  average 
of  13  1-3  per  cent  of  leaking  cars. 

In  Kansas  City  there  was  a  total  of  1,967  bad 
order  cars,  of  which  there  arrived  without  seals 
542;  leaking  at  grain  door,  215;  leaking  at  other 
places,  1,210;  total  cars  weighed,  4,902,  making  one 
leaky  car  in  every  21'/^  cars,  or  an  average  per  cent  - 
of  401/8. 

Mr.  Stibbens  said  that  there  were  more  shortages 
caused  by  cars  leaking  in  transit  due  to  bad  con- 
dition than  to  any  other  cause,  and  that  it  would 
pay  dealers  to  cooper  carefully  all  cars  which 
needed  attention  before  shipping. 

J.  R.  Mentzer,  state  supervisor  of  weights  at 
Kansas  City,  Kan.,  spoke  upon  conditions  of 
weights  in  that  market. 

George  A.  Wells,  secretary  of  the  Iowa  Grain 
Dealers'  Association,  said  that  the  best  way  to  re- 
dress existing  evils  in  the  trade  was  by  a  more 
complete  organization  of  the  national  and  affiliated 
associations.  The  prestige  of  all  these  various 
bodies  would  do  more  than  the  smaller  associations 
could  ever  accomplish  singly.  Reforms  come  slow- 
ly, but  often  when  things  seemed  pretty  dark  they 
are  probably  just  getting  brighter.  The  question 
of  weights  in  the  Southwestern  market  was  evi- 
dently a  hard  proposition  and  would  take  time  to 
be  remedied. 

O.  A.  Cooper  of  Humboldt,  Nehr.,  spoke  well  of 
Kansas  City  weights  for  the  past    six  months. 
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There  was,  however,  a  much  larger  per  cent  of 
cars  marked  "leaking"  that  went  to  Kansas  City 
or  St.  Louis  than  of  those  going  to  Chicago.  He 
considered  the  re-inspection  policy  at  Kansas  City 
as  very  unjust  to  shippers. 

J.  C.  Gregg  of  St.  Joseph  thought  it  would  he  a 
good  idea  for  country  shippers  to  notify  their  state 
secretary  of  all  shortages  that  occur  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  secretary  take  up  the  question 
with  the  parties  to  whom  the  grain  is  delivered,  the 
latter  to  investigate  the  cause  and  report  to  the 
secretary  and  the  secretary  hack  to  the  shipper. 
In  that  way  they  would  be  able  to  learn  where  the 
shortages  occurred. 

Grant  Howell  of  Topeka  said  that  it  had  grown 
to  be  the  regular  thing  that  some  houses  always 
brought  returns  of  shortages,  while  at  others  the 
shortages  were  small  or  none. 

After  further  discussion  the  meeting  adjourned. 


CONVENTION  NOTES. 
If  you  didn't  get  rich  it  was  because  you  didn't 
use  C.  A.  Dayton  Grain  Co.'s  "sure  thing"  tips  on 
the  market. 

The  visiting  grain  men  were  the  guests  in  the 
evening  at  a  dinner  given  by  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
the  Monroe  club  rooms.  At  9  o'clock  cigars  were 
passed  and  F.  P.  Gordon,  president  of  the  St.  Jo- 
seph Board  of  Trade,  as  toastmaster  welcomed  the 
dealers  to  St.  Joseph;  to  which  J.  C.  Gregg  re- 
sponded. 

Others  responding  to  toasts  were:  Messrs.  Stib- 
bens,  Wells,  Bacheller,  Motter  and  Smiley. 

The  attendance  was  as  follows:  Nebraska — J. 
M.  Norton,  Hastings;  D.  A.  Cooper,  Humboldt;  P. 
S.  Heacock,  Falls  City. 

St.  Joseph— C.  A.  Dayton,  H.  Lichtig,  C.  V.  Fish- 
er of  C.  A.  Dayton  Grain  Co.,  F.  P.  Gordon,  V.  Gil- 
pin, P.  P.  Shaw,  W.  H.  Whimple,  Isaac  Motter,  J. 
C.  Gregg,  P.  J.  Mathews,  R.  M.  Davis. 

Iowa— D.  Hunter,  Hamburg  W.  E.  Riggs,  Kent; 
J.  W.  Shambaugh;  F.  L.  Blair,  Geo.  E.  Morton,  J. 
W.  Berry  and  J.  M.  Miller,  Clarinda;  0.  A.  Talbott, 
Keokuk;  Jas.  Morton,  Creston;  George  A.  Wells, 
Des  Moines;  G.  H.  Currier,  Prescott;  Wm.  Hewitt, 
Lenox;  F.  Taylor,  Corning;  W.  B.  Allen,  Conway. 

Kansas— J.  R.  Glenn,  Robinson;  R.  B.  Gibbs,  Mor- 
ral;  E.  J.  Smiley,  Topeka;  J.  Starbuck,  Horton; 
Grant  Howell  and  A.  H.  Bennett,  Topeka;  C.  E. 
Sheldon,  Powhattan;  B.  C.  Ragan,  Falls  City;  F.  P. 
Lint.  Atchison;  W.  Salisbury,  Hiawatha;  C.  M. 
Burkley  and  P.  J.  Smith,  Hamlin;  E.  N.  Bailey, 
Baileyville;  Oliver  Denton,  Leavenworth;  R. 
Antle,  Atchison;  E.  J.  Small,  Atchison;  John  R. 
Metzer,  Kansas  City. 

Missouri — Ed  Kruse,  Higginsville;  F.  W.  Wal- 
ters, Corning;  Geo.  R.  Jones,  Phelps  City;  W.  E. 
Zeiler,  Kansas  City;  M.  Varner,  Odessa;  A.  H. 
Bailey,  Forest  City,  J.  T.  Christian,  Rockport;  H. 
F.  Leet,  Marysville;  J.  M.  Scammon,  Tarkio. 

Oklahoma— Col.  C.  T.  Prouty  and  J.  C.  Robb, 
Kingfisher. 


The  Minneapolis  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  ap- 
pointed an  official  sampler  of  grain,  seeds  and  mill- 
stuffs,  who  will  be  paid  by  fees. 

Corn  is  now  coming  to  market  from  the  great 
Kankakee  swamp  country  in  northern  Indiana  and 
Illinois  which  three  years  ago  was  under  water. 
A  tract  of  50,000  acres  has  been  drained,  on  5,000 
acres  of  which  was  grown  last  season  as  fine  corn 
as  can  be  found  in  Illinois  at  70  to  80  bushels  per 
acre. 

Coast  farmers  are  holding  their  wheat,  refusing 
to  sell  at  prevailing  prices,  60  cents  for  club  and 
64  cents  for  bluestem.  Exporters'  agents  say  that 
even  at  60  cents  they  cannot  afford  to  buy  wheat 
for  export.  In  the  meantime  the  wheat  is  going 
into  the  warehouses,  the  farmers  refusing  to  be 
frightened  by  predictions  of  a  decline  to  57  or  55 
cents.  Practically  no  oats  have  been  sold.  Farm- 
ers will  not  sell  at  the  prevailing  price  of  about  85 
cpnts  per  100  pounds,  but  insist  that  they  will  get 
$1  per  100  pounds  before  the  holidays.  As  a  rule, 
they  have  fixed  75  cents  per  bushel  as  the  price  at 
wLich  they  will  sell  their  wheat. 


COMMERCIAL  EXCHANGES  VS. 
BUCKET  SHOPS. 

[A  circular  letter  addressed  to  the  trade  on  November 
20,  by  Geo.  H.  Phillips  of  Chicago.] 

A  very  recent  decision  by  Judge  Shiras,  of  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  to  the  effect 
that  speculative  trading  on  the  Chicago  Board  of 
Trade  was  virtually  gambling  and  some  few  market 
letter  comments  on  the  methods  of  the  elevator 
people  display  a  very  surprising  ignorance  of  board 
of  trade  business  in  connection  with  which  the 
elevator  interests. 

Board  of  Trade  methods  make  possible  transac- 
tions, as  to  which  in  the  minds  of  one  party  to 
them,  there  may  be  no  intention  other  than  that  of 
(jamhllng ;  but  "it  takes  two  to  make  a  bargain;" 
and  where  one  party  to  the  transaction  is  honest 
in  his  intention,  the  transaction  is  legitimate.  For 
instance:  A  person  not  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  may  become  possessed  of  information  that 
leads  him  to  believe  the  ruling  price  of  wheat  is 
about  to  be  advanced,  and  sends  an  order  to  a 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  commission  merchant  to 
buy  10,000  bushels  of  wheat  for  future  delivery 
(say  on  December  1st  buys  10,000  bushels  wheat 
for  May  delivery),  and  has  no  intention  of  keeping 
possession  of  the  contract  until  it  matures,  but  in- 
tends to  dispose  of  the  contract  (sell  it  out)  before 
maturity.  In  other  words,  he  does  not  contemplate 
the  delivery  of  the  wheat,  but  has  decided  to  bet 
that  the  market  for  "May"  wheat  will  advance 
within  a  week  or  two,  and  that,  if  it  does  or  does 
not,  he  will  close  out  the  contract  at  that  time. 
The  nature  of  such  a  transaction,  so  far  as  this  one 
man's  mind  is  concerned,  there  can  be  no  question 
about;  it  is  a  gambling  transaction — just  as  much 
so  when  the  transaction  is  through  a  regular  Chi- 
cago Board  of  Trade  commission  merchant  as  when 
through  a  bucket-shop  proprietor. 

But  this  intention  of  the  principal  does  not  make 
the  transaction  a  gambling  one,  for  the  very  good 
and  sufficient  reason  that  the  Chicago  Board  of 
Trade  commission  merchant  made  a  contract  for 
his  account  to  take  and  pay  for  in  May  (the  day 
of  the  month  on  which  the  delivery  is  made  being 
optional  with  the  seller)  10,000  bu.  of  contract 
wheat,  and  the  other  party  to  the  contract  knows 
before  he  contracts  to  deliver  the  wheat  that  he 
must  deliver  it  when  the  contract  matures.  If 
this  principal  orders  the  contract  disposed  of  the 
day  after  it  is  made,  or  the  week  after,  or  two 
weeks  after,  or  at  any  time  before  the  maturity  of 
the  contract,  the  commission  merchant  disposes  of 
it  by  making  another  contract  to  deliver  10,000  bu. 
of  contract  wheat  in  May  to  some  other  Board  of 
Trade  commission  merchant.  This  being  done,  the 
commission  .  merchant  assumes  hoth  contracts  and 
lets  his  customer  out,  paying  him  any  profit  there 
may  be  after  deducting  the  commission.  This  re- 
leasing the  customer  from  further  liability  does 
not,  however,  signify  that  the  contracts  have  been 
finally  closed,  nor  that  there  is  no  remaining  liabil- 
ity. All  transactions  being  based  upon  the  actual 
delivery  of  the  grain,  the  final  settlement  of  these 
contracts  may  be  made  only  when  the  grain  Is 
actually  taken  in  on  the  one  contract  and  deliv- 
ered out  on  the  other. 

Open  contracts  between  Board  of  Trade  mem- 
bers are  sometimes,  by  common  consent,  closed 
without  the  actual  delivery  of  the  grain.  For  in- 
stance: To-day  I  buy  for  your  account  10,000  bu. 
May  wheat  at  77c  from  Armour  &  Co.,  who  sold  it 
and  90,000  bu.  more  as  a  "hedge"  against  a  pur- 
chase of  100,000  bu.  of  Kansas  No.  3  hard  winter, 
bought  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  for  shipment  to  Gal- 
veston. Day  after  to-morrow,  the  market  having 
advanced  to  79c,  you  give  me  an  order  to  sell  the 
10,000  bu.,  and  I  sell  it  to  McReynolds  &  Co.,  who 
are  filling  an  order  for  a  customer,  which  customer, 
next  day,  gives  McReynolds  &  Co.  an  order  to  sell 
at  79%c,  and  the  sale  is  made  by  that  firm  to 
Armour  &  Co.,  who  are  buying  50,000  bu.  May 
wheat,  having  sold  50,000  bu.  Kansas  No.  3  hard 
winter  at  Galveston  for  export  and  are  removing 
their  ".hedge." 

Now,  let  us  see  "where  we  are  at."   I  have  10,000 


bu.  May  wheat  bought  of  Armour  and  sold  to  Mc- 
Reynolds &  Co.;  McReynolds  &  Co.  have  10,000  bu. 
May  wheat  bought  of  me  and  sold  to  Armour  & 
Co.  There  being  no  need  of  leaving  these  contracts 
open  until  May  1st  and  closing  them  by  a  delivery 
of  the  wheat  by  Armour  &  Co.  to  me,  by  me  to 
McReynolds  &  Co.,  and  by  McReynolds  &  Co.  to 
Armour  &  Co.  again,  the  trades  are  offset  or  settled 
through  the  medium  of  the  Board  of  Trade  Clear- 
ing House,  both  McReynolds  &  Co.  and  I  collecting 
from  Armour  &  Co.  the  profit  in  our  transactions. 
Armour  &  Co.  having  lost  2%c  per  bushel  on  their 
"hedge,"  but  having,  no  doubt,  made  more  than 
that  on  their  Kansas  hard  winter  wheat. 

Every  transaction  in  grain  or  provisions  made 
through  a  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  commission 
liouse  is  lona  fide,  and  helps  make  the  market; 
while  transactions  made  in  bucket-shops  do  not  in- 
fluence the  market.  The  bucket-shop  proprietor 
"bets"  you  that  you  can't  guess  uhat  the  future 
quotations  to  be  established  by  the  Chicago  Board 
of  Trade  transactions  will  be. 

Supply  and  demand  always  make  the  price.  The 
supply  of  grain  available  to  the  investors  in  grain 
futures  through  the  regular  channels,  the  boards 
of  trade,  is  very  much  larger  than  would  at  first 
thought  seem  possible.  In  strict  truth,  there  is 
never  available  more  than  the  stocks  of  contract 
grain  in  public  warehouses,  but  as  the  investors 
so  generally  prefer  a  contract  for  future  delivery 
to  the  cash  grain,  small  stocks  of  contract  grain 
usually  suffice  to  satisfy  all  contracts.  The  total 
supply  available  is  made  up  of  grain  in  many  posi- 
tions and  of  many  grades.  The  total  visible  supply 
Is  generally  supposed  to  be  "hedged"  by  sales  of 
contract  grain  for  future  delivery.  Besides  this, 
the  country  grain  dealers  do  an  immense  amount 
of  "hedging,"  and  in  not  a  few  instances  farmers 
"hedge"  a  growing  crop  of  grain  by  making  a  sale 
for  future  delivery. 

The  visible  supply  is  made  up  of  stocks  of  grain 
of  all  grades  at  all  accumulative  centers.  The 
Minneapolis  millers  may  own  25,000,000  bu.  of 
wheat,  half  of  it  already  into  flour,  the  wheat  In 
their  mills  in  Minneapolis  elevators,  in  transit,  in 
cars,  in  country  elevators,  and  some  not  yet  deliv- 
ered to  the  country  elevators  by  the  farmers,  but 
contracted  for  by  the  country  grain  buyer  and  sold 
to  the  Minneapolis  miller  "to  arrive;"  the  flour  in 
their  mills,  in  transit  to  and  stored  in  their  ware- 
bouses  in  the  large  cities  throughout  the  United 
States.  All  this  wheat  and  flour  is  "hedged"  by 
sales  of  "contract  wheat"  for  future  delivery. 

An  advance  in  the  price  of  the  contract  wneat 
occasions  a  like  advance  in  the  value  of  the  flour 
and  the  wheat  from  which  flour  is  to  be  made.  A 
decline  in  the  price  of  contract  wheat  occasions  a 
decline  in  the  value  of  flour  and  the  wheat  from 
which  flour  is  to  be  manufactured.  If  a  loss  is 
sustained  on  the  "hedges,"  a  corresponding  gain 
is  made  on  the  flour;  if  a  loss  is  made  on  the  flour, 
a  corresponding  gain  is  made  on  the  "hedges;" 
the  margin  of  profit  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
flour  being  thus  secured  against  a  decline  in  wheat 
values.  What  is  true  of  the  operations  of  Minne- 
apolis millers  is  true  of  millers  everywhere. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  manufacturers  of  flour 
we  have  the  operators  of  elevators  located  in  these 
great  accumulative  centers.  These  elevators  have 
a  capacity  of  a  great  many  million  bushels.  These 
operators  buy  grain  upon  its  arrival  at  market  and 
"to  arrive."  and  "hedge"  all  their  purchases  with 
sales  of  contract  grain.  And  right  here  I  want 
to  say  that  to  the  elevator  operator  is  left  the  bur- 
den of  supplying  the  contract  stocks  which  are  to 
be  a  protection  to  the  whole  immense  grain  trade. 
Up  to  this  time  they  have  accepted  this  task,  with 
•all  that  goes  with  it  in  the  shape  of  profits,  losses 
and  hard  names.  There  are  two  classes  of  eleva- 
tors, public  and  private;  and  the  operators  of  one 
are  in  most  cases  closely  affiliated  with  the, opera- 
tors of  the  other.  Very  little  of  the  grain  arriving 
at  primary  markets  grade  contract  upon  arrival; 
and  together  with  the  "off  grades,"  a  large  percent- 
age of  the  contract  grades  goes  to  the  private  ele- 
vators where  the  whole  lot  is  "handled"  to  the  best 
advantage.    Generally  as  much  as  cap  be  is  made 
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into  the  contract  grade  and  put  into  the  public 
elevators  to  be  delivered  on  contracts.  The  balance 
is  moved  into  consumption,  the  "hedges"  being 
taken  off  as  the  grain  is  sold. 

The  importance  of  having  liberal  stocks  of  con- 
tract grain  can  be  readily  seen,  and  were  the  ele- 
vator operators  too  heavily  handicapped  in  their 
efforts  to  supply  them  and  the  trade  made  de- 
pendent upon  the  regular  arrivals  of  contract 
grain,  it  would  create  a  condition  of  chaos.  With 
no  contract  stocks  there  could  be  no  hedging,  and 
w  ith  no  selling  by  hedgers  there  would  be  nothing 
to  supply  the  demands  of  buyers;  and  it  is  very 
evident  that  there  would  shortly  be  no  trading  in 
futures.  Millers  would  buy  wheat  at  prices  that 
would  guarantee  them  a  profit  in  their  flour,  and 
the  distributors  of  the  surplus  supplies  during  the 
times  of  free  movement  to  market  would  be  care- 
ful to  buy  on  a  margin  that  would  leave  no  doubt 
as  to  their  ability  to  sell  at  an  advance.  Prices 
would  be  very  low  when  receipts  were  heaviest, 
which  would  be  on  the  first  movement  from  a 
crop,  and  highest  when  receipts  were  lightest,  or 
when  the  bulk  of  the  crop  had  been  disposed  of 
by  the  farmers. 

With  no  trading  in  futures,  long  ago  a  great 
(rust  would  have  been  formed  to  control  the  grain 
trade.  

A  PESSIMISTIC  VIEW. 

The  decline  in  grain  exports  since  1901  was  the 
occasion  for  the  following  statement  in  the  Balti- 
more Sun  of  November  19  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Wroth, 
secretary  of  the  Baltimore  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
who  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  grain  experts  of 
this  country.    He  said: 

"The  production  of  a  large  crop  of  corn  in  the 
United  States  has  always  an  important  bearing 
upon  conditions  of  trade.  Not  only  does  it  effect 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  our  town  country- 
men in  various  conditions  and  walks  of  life — from 
the  farmer  and  storekeeper  to  the  banker  and  rail- 
way manager — but  it  has  an  equally  important  bear- 
ing upon  our  foreign  trade. 

"We  have  in  recent  years  ceased  to  occupy  the 
important  position  which  once  was  ours  in  the 
wheat  trade  of  the  world,  and  through  manipulation 
of  prices  and  large  consumptive  requirements  it 
seems  that  we  are  destined  to  fill  a  secondary  po- 
sition, as  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
trade  the  shipments  of  flour,  reduced  to  bushels, 
amount  to  more  than  the  actual  movement  of  wheat. 

"Competitors  have  made  vast  strides,  and  only 
last  week  Russia  shipped  more  wheat  actually  than 
the  United  States,  flour  included.  This  presents  a 
strange  contrast  with  the  condition  a  short  time 
ago,  when  the  shipments  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour 
from  the  United  States  aggregated  fully  7.5  per  cent 
of  the  total  world's  movement. 

"The  tardy  movement  of  corn  has  led  to  appre- 
hensions lest  the  history  of  our  trade  in  wheat 
should  find  a  duplication  in  this  most  important 
of  all  cereals.  That  there  is  ground  for  deep  con- 
cern cannot  be  questioned,  and,  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that,  although  during  the  season  of  1902  we 
raised  the  largest  crop  of  corn  ever  produced  by 
any  country,  say,  2,523,000,000  bushels,  and  that 
the  foreign  exports  made  from  this  enormous  sup- 
ply only  reached  74,300,000  for  the  year  ended  June 
30,  1903,  there  would  seem  to  be  reason  to  fear 
that  a  movement  inaugurated  among  growers  and 
handlers  of  corn  to  induce  them  to  hold  on  to 
supplies  and  thereby  unduly  enhance  the  price  will 
ultimately  not  only  produce  serious  inconvenience 
and  loss  to  the  grain  trade  in  particular  and  to 
general  business,  but  will  surely  entail  disappoint- 
ment and  monetary  embarrassment  upon  those  for 
whose  benefit  the  advice  to  hold  supplies  was  so 
generally  given. 

"Our  position  as  the  great  granary  for  countries 
needing  supplies  of  everj-  character  of  grain  and 
feeding  stuff  has  been  seriously  compromised.  The 
United  States  no  longer  occupies  the  commanding 
position  which  she  once  held.  We  have  held  on 
to  our  supplies  in  an  endeavor  to  sustain  the  price 
against  the  world  and  other  countries  have  taken 


advantage  of  the  situation  thus  created  and  sold 
the  stuff. 

"Importing  countries  in  Europe  begin  to  realize 
their  independence  and  do  not  hesitate  to  point  to 
the  fact  that  America  does  not  control  the  situa- 
tion as  formerly.  I  have  before  me  a  tabulation 
made  in  Bremen  which  is  a  statement  of  the  im- 
ports of  grain  into  the  five  most  important  ports 
of  Continental  Europe,  viz.:  Hamburg,  Bremen, 
Rotterdam,  Amsterdam  and  Antwerp,  during  the 
years  1901  and  1902.  The  amounts  received  at 
these  ports  from  the  United  States  alone  and  from 
all  exporting  countries  show  what  a  vast  supply  is 
received  in  which  our  own  country  has  no  part  or 
parcel.  The  figures  are  given  in  detail,  so  that 
the  reader  may  appreciate  their  true  import: 


FKOlt    ALT,    COUNTKIKS    (l!V    WATElt )  . 


1901. 

1902. 

Wheat,  bushels    .  . . 

 127,664.550 

126,851,780 

Rye,  bushels   

37,560,680 

41,013,857 

Barley,  bushels  .... 

  36,978,287 

48,891,975 

Oats,  bushels   

32,832,525 

30,724,169 

Buckwheat,  bushels 

  1,384,763 

1.715,083 

Corn,  bushels   

61,968,029 

48,977,107 

Total   

298,588,834 

298,173,971 

FKOM 

UNITED  STATES. 

1901. 

1902. 

Wheat,  bushels  .... 

65,940,307 

41,855,560 

Rye,  bushels   

1,339,051 

2,887,754 

856,692 

325.158 

Oats,  bushels   

  !.,456,825 

412,637 

Buckwheat,  bushels 

874,633 

353,218 

Corn,  bushels   

39,071,686 

4,064,857 

Total   

 113,539,194 

49,899,184 

"These  figures  are  certainly  appalling  to  any  one 
who  is  impressed  with  the  extension  and  aggres- 
siveness of  American  trade,  and  they  prove  con- 
clusively that  the  contention  made  in  Europe  that 
we  are  fast  losing  our  grain  trade  because  prices 
are  held  above  what  other  countries  are  willing 
to  sell  for  is  founded  upon  solid  facts. 

"Of  the  immense  requirements  of  Ceneral  Eu- 
rope for  food  and  feeding  supplies  we  were  con- 
tent to  furnish  less  than  17  per  cent,  while  the 
total  shipments  of  all  gram  during  the  year  1902 
made  to  the  ports  above  given  showed  a  decrease 
of  60  per  cent,  compared  with  the  business  of  1901. 
The  decline  in  the  exports  of  corn  from  39,000,000 
bushels  to  4,000,000  in  a  single  year  is  most  signifi- 
cant, and  the  step  to  total  extinction  certainly 
seems  to  be  a  short  one,  indeed. 

"Thus  other  countries  have  furnished  the  great 
markets  of  Central  Europe  with  the  larger  part 
of  their  necessary  grain  supplies  and  the  United 
States  rests  content  with  a  moiety. 

"According  to  the  government  we  have  raised 
a  corn  crop  of  2,313,000,000  bushels,  to  which 
should  be  added  the  reserves  in  farmers'  hands  of 
5.2  per  cent  of  the  past  year's  crop  and  the  visible 
supply.  We  have  thus  the  following  statement 
of  supply  for  the  present  crop  year: 


Bushels. 

Crop   1903   2,313,000,000 

Farmers'  reserves  November  1   130,000,000 

Visible  supply    7,300,000 


Total  supply   2,450,300,000 


"Placing  the  consumption  of  corn  in  this  coun- 
try at  2,000,000,000  bushels  and  allowing  as  large 
a  quantity  in  farmers'  hands  as  the  present  year, 
there  yet  remains  for  export  quite  320,000,000 
bushels,  and  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
largest  export  movement  in  any  one  year,  June  to 
June,  reached  only  213,000,000  bushels.  Thus  far 
not  one  steamer  has  been  engaged  foi-  a  full  cargo 
of  corn  from  a  single  Atlantic  port.  The  movement 
of  the  new  crop  is  only  just  beginning,  and  the 
tendency  of  interior  dealers  and  growers  to  hold 
their  corn  is  mos.t  marked.  Everything  points  to 
an  excellent  demand  for  export,  with  the  price 
from  45  to  48  cents  laid  down  on  the  seaboard,  at 
which  range  the  export  shipments  will  likely  be 
free,  and  the  producer  who  has  raised  a  good  crop 
will  get  a  fair  return  for  his  labor.  Since  the 
present  rail  rate  has  been  extended,  transportation 
companies  will  be  able  to  handle  the  movement 
with  some  degree  of  success  and  the  ocean  carrier 
will  come  in  for  a  better  return  than  is  gotten  from 
taking  grain  to  Liverpool  at  2  cents  a  bushel. 


"On  the  other  hand,  should  supplies  be  held  in  an 
endeavor  to  advance  prices  beyond  a  competing 
level,  the  corn,  instead  of  moving  out  of  the  coun- 
try, will  be  retained  until  spring,  when  there  will 
be  an  attempt  to  market  it  in  quantity  at  any 
price  that  can  be  had  from  an  unwilling  situation. 
The  chance  to  place  our  product  at  an  advantage 
will  then  have  gone  by,  other  countries  will  have 
stepped  in  where  we  refused  to  compete,  the  for- 
eign buyer  will  curtail  his  wants  and  buy  Russian 
feeding  barley  as  a  substitute  for  corn,  at  the  rate 
of  four  and  five  million  bushels  a  week,  at  42  cents 
per  bushel,  cost,  freight  and  insurance;  ocean- 
carrying  trade  will  be  hampered,  and  the 
grain  trade  will  be  dull,  draggy  and  unprofit- 
able. The  dealer  and  the  grower  will  experience 
the  most  unsatisfactory  return,  it  having  been  far 
better  for  him,  by  certainly  4  or  5  cents  a  bushel, 
to  have  sold  his  corn  in  winter  than  to  have  held 
it  until  spring,  only  to  meet  an  unfavorable  mar- 
ket and  a  loss  in  weight." 


NO  GRAIN  IN  NEW  YORK. 

New  York  Produce  Exchange  grain  men  are 
again  confronted  with  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
grain  in  store  in  that  city  that  may  be  used  as  a 
basis  for  trades  in  futures.  There  are  periods 
when  there  is  actually  not  a  bushel  of  grain  there 
that  might  be  delivered  or  on  a  contract.  The  sit- 
uation has  revived  the  old  proposition  to  modify 
the  rules  to  provide  for  the  delivery  on  New  York 
contracts  of  grain  in  store  at  other  points  than 
New  York. 

"It  has  been  suggested  that  a  plan  similar  to 
that  employed  by  the  Cotton  Exchange  would  se- 
cure traders  in  futures  and  prevent  manipulation  in 
a  more  satisfactory  way  than  exists  at  the  present 
time.  In  cotton,  as  has  recently  come  to  be  the  case 
in  grain.  New  York  is  not  a  natural  resting  place 
for  stocks,"  says  the  Sun.  "The  stuff  comes  this 
way  now  and  then  in  transit  to  other  points,  but  in 
order  to  accumulate  a  stock  and  make  possible  a 
speculative  market,  some  inducement  is  necessary. 
That  is,  products  can  be  delivered  on  the  New 
York  contract  which  cannot  be  delivered  in  other 
markets.  This  tends  to  make  this  market  more  at- 
tractive to  holders  of  grades  below  contract.  As 
the  grain  or  cotton  can  be  delivered  on  contract  by 
paying  a  certain  penalty,  it  is  an  advantage  to 
many  holders  to  send  stuff  to  New  York  and  is  not 
a  disadvantage  to  the  receivers  of  the  products. 
In  cotton  this  plan  has  worked  very  satisfactorily 
for  some  years.  New  York  is  the  largest  future 
market  in  the  country  and  of  late  has  been  the 
largest  in  the  world.  In  order  to  enable  traders 
to  operate  on  an  extensive  scale  a  stock  has  been 
accumulated  by  the  method  mentioned  above.  Cot- 
ton can  be  delivered  on  the  New  York  contract 
which  can  hardly  pass  inspection  at  New  Orleans 
or  Liverpool.  Where  low  grades  are  penalized  a 
cent  and  a  half  in  the  South,  the  penalty  here  is 
often  but  a  cent.  This  brings  cotton  to  New  York 
where,  under  ordinary  conditions,  there  would  be 
no  inducement  to  land  stuff  in  the  North  instead 
of  the  South.  It  is  believed  that  the  same  general 
plan  could  be  adopted  by  the  Produce  Exchange, 
and  in  this  way  a  remedy  be  found  for  the  diffi- 
culty." 

E.  Pfarrius  of  the  Produce  Exchange,  in  a  cir- 
cular letter  on  "Suggestions  for  Improving  the 
Grain  Trade  on  the  New  York  Produce  Exchange," 
says:  "In  Liverpool  and  London  many  qualities 
of  sound  grain  are  deliverable  on  contract  at  dif- 
ferential prices;  why  does  our  Exchange  stay  be- 
hind? We  are  well  aware  that  the  question  of 
keeping  grain  in  condition  (especially  in  New 
York's  great  climatic  changes)  is  a  more  difficult 
one  than  that  of  cotton  and  coffee;  but  we  think 
we  can  overcome  the  difficulties  and  secure  for 
buyers  and  sellers  a  perfectly  safe  basis  for  busi- 
ness, thanks  to  our  strict  inspection  department. 
A  great  deal  of  No.  2  northern,  No.  3  northern  and 
No.  3  hard  winter  wheat  is  harvested.  We  all  deal 
in  it,  and  why  should  we  exclude  such  from  being 
incorporated  in  option  dealings?  Years  ago.  No. 
2  red  winter  wheat  was  the  only  contract  grade; 
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later,  and  only  after  long  discussion,  No.  1  northern 
spring  and  (since  last  year)  No.  2  hard  winter 
wheat  have  been  added,  the  latter  at  a  discount  of 
two  cents  per  bushel  in  favor  of  the  other  grades. 
The  West  called  us  absolutely  foolish  to  allow  No. 
2  hard  winter  wheat  on  contract  at  any  price,  but 
in  a  few  months  Chicago  followed  suit,  although 
imposing  a  discount  of  five  cents  per  bushel." 

Apropos  this  general  proposition.  King,  Toledo, 
says:  "New  York  wants  more  trade  in  grain  fu- 
tures. They  talk  about  making  Buffalo,  seaboard 
and  some  interior  centers,  a  regular  delivery  upon 
contracts  there,  less  the  freight  difference.  Takes 
two  to  make  a  trade.  "Where  would  you  find  buyers 
for  such  contracts?  AVho  is  to  decide  the  freight 
difference?  Grades  of  the  same  name  vary  greatly 
in  the  different  markets.  Nonsense.  Better  move 
west  to  Toledo  or  Chicago,  where  the  trade  natu- 
rally goes.  New  York  is  generally  a  bear  market. 
Takes  bull  markets  to  attract  stocks  and  bulls,  who 
are  entitled  to  squeezes  and  chances  of  corners  to 
offset  the  carrying  charges  which  they  donate  near- 
ly every  season  to  elevator  men  and  millers  who 
carry  stocks  and  hedge.  This  year  has  been  an 
exception."   

BARLEY  AND  GRAIN  INSPECTION 
AT  CHICAGO. 

A  representative  of  the  "American  Elevator  and 
Grain  Trade"  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the 
following  statement  of  the  views  of  one  of  the  best 
known  commission  men  and  grain  experts  on  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  on  the  existing  condition 
of  the  barley  and  oats  inspection  in  this  market; 

"The  agitation  started  in  the  trade  here  recent- 
ly with  reference  to  the  mixing  of  grain  in  private 
elevators  by  the  proprietors  of  the  regular  ware- 
houses discloses  unquestionably  an  evil  which 
should  be  eliminated  entirely,  so  that  the  buyer  of 
any  class  of  grain  in  this  market  will  get  what 
he  bargains  for  and  expects  to  get.  In  fact,  as 
these  same  elevator  proprietors  exact  pretty  stiff 
premiums  always  for  certain  and  specific  grades,  it 
IS  a  fraud  and  an  imposition  to  compel  the  buyer 
and  patron  of  this  market  to  accept  a  quality  of 
grain  which  is  not,  in  fact,  in  every  particular,  the 
kind  stipulated  and  provided  for  under  the  rules 
of  inspection  as  promulgated  by  the  Railroad  and 
Warehouse  Commissioners,  and,  therefore,  by  the 
rules  as  made  by  the  state  for  the  government  of 
the  state  Grain  Inspection  Department.  But  that 
is  only  one  of  the  few  things  that  affect  conditions 
in  this  market. 

"I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  who  handle  oats  and  barley  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  fees,  as  paid  to  the  Inspection  Depart- 
ment for  the  grading  of  this  class  of  grain  at  the 
present  time,  are  absolutely  wasted;  not  only  be- 
cause it  is  money  paid  for  a  service  not  rendered, 
but  also  because  the  grade  which  is  applied  on  the 
grain  on  arrival  at  Chicago  is  in  many  cases  a 
damage  to  the  property.  Therefore,  instead  of  be- 
ing a  benefit  to  the  producer,  or  to  the  dealer  who 
sends  the  grain  to  this  market,  the  Inspection  De- 
partment is  absolutely  and  unqualifiedly  a  curse 
to  the  trade  in  its  present  condition.  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  this  is  absolutely  true  in  the  grad- 
ing of  barley;  because  no  one  in  the  trade  ever 
asks  what  the  grade  of  a  car  of  barley  may  be 
when  it  is  bought  or  sold  on  the  market  here. 

"This  is  growing  to  be  more  and  more  the  case 
with  oats;  in  fact,  the  few  people  who  inquire  the 
grade  do  so  probably  more  from  force  of  habit; 
and  really  govern  themselves  in  the  purchases  more 
by  the  quality  of  the  oats,  their  test  weight  and 
general  soundness,  than  by  the  grade  which  has 
been  placed  upon  the  property  by  the  local  inspec- 
tor. 

"These  facts  as  stated  are  verified  daily  in  the 
comparison  of  sales  as  shown  in  the  'Daily  Trade 
Bulletin,'  in  which  you  will  find  that  No.  3  white 
oats  will  daily  sell  for  more  money  than  Standard, 
and  No.  4  white  for  more  money  than  No.  3  white. 

"It  would  be  some  comfort  if  the  Inspection  De- 
partment would  be  willing  to  be  governed  by  the 
demands  of  the  trade  regarding  the  application 


of  the  grades  on  the  various  kinds  of  grain;  but 
it  is  a  notorious  fact,  and  undisputed,  that  the  in- 
spection of  grain  from  the  West — that  is,  from  the 
producer  and  the  Western  handler — is  always  on  a 
very  high  standard  and  the  lowest  possible  grades 
are  always  applied  to  the  grain  as  it  arrives.  This 
gives  to  the  buyer  of  the  grain,  who  nine  times  out 
of  ten  is  an  elevator  man  with  both  private  and 
public  elevators,  an  enormous  advantage.  The  in- 
spection out  of  private  elevators  into  the  regular 
elevators  is  on  an  entirely  different  plane  and  on 
a  different  basis;  in  fact,  so  much  so  that  it  would 
appear  to  the  casual  observer  that  the  inspection 
on  grain  from  the  West  arriving  in  Chicago  and 
the  inspection  from  private  elevators  into  regular 
houses,  is  done  under  two  entirely  different  sets  of 
rules.  .  n-,-r\ . 

"The  Department  here  unquestionably  needs  to 
be  divorced  absolutely  and  entirely  from  politics, 
so  that  the  local  inspector  will  be  free  entirely 
from  the  influence  or  dictation  of  his  superiors  and 
know  that  so  long  as  he  does  his  work  well  and 
in  accordance  with  the  rules,  his  job  will  be  secure. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  he  is  not  a  judge  of  grain, 
such  fact  would  promptly  be  determined  and  he 
would  then  have  no  place  on  the  department. 

"That  the  influence  of  politics  governs  and  rules 
the  department  at  present  very  few  people  in  the 
trade  here  will  deny.  In  fact,  it  is  so  patent  and 
so  clear  that  we  doubt  whether  any  one  who  is  not 
directly  connected  with  the  state  drain  Inspection 
Department  will  for  a  moment  pretend  to  excuse  its 
existence. 

"Unless  there  is  a  change  which  shall  involve 
a  recognition  of  the  rights  of  the  Western  producer 
and  handler  of  grain,  we  believe  the  time  is  near 
when  the  grain  coming  to  this  market  wiil  not  be 
inspected  and  the  state  Grain  Inspection  Depart- 
ment will  be  unable  to  levy  its  tax  per  car  for  the 
sustaining  of  a  department  which  is  absolutely 
useless  and  a  damage  to  the  vVestern  dealer  and 
to  the  seller  of  the  grain  in  this  big  market." 

STATE  SECRETARIES  AT  MEMPHIS. 

Following  their  adopted  custom  of  holding  me/?t- 
ings  at  intervals  at  terminal  points,  there  w^  a 
meeting  of  secretaries  at  Memphis,'  Tenn.,  on  De- 
cember 8,  9,  10.  There  were  present  George  A. 
Stibbens,  Chicago;  George  A.  Wells,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa;  George  Beyer,  Decatur,  111.;  Charles  Barta, 
North  Dakota;  H.  P.  Bradford,  representing  Col. 
Prouty  of  Oklahoma. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  inform  them- 
selves as  to  the  condition  of  that  market,  to  learn 
how  the  grain  was  handled,  note  the  conditions  of 
the  railway  yards,  etc. 

The  city  of  Memphis  has  been  gradually  growing 
in  importance  as  a  Southern  terminal.  Tributary 
as  it  is  with  all  Southern  and  Southwestern  states, 
with  the  recent  arrangements  of  the  Rock  Island 
road,  shippers  from  Iowa  and  Northwestern  points 
can  now  get  through  billing  to  that  city. 

Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  the 
main.  Grain  is  handled  in  some  respects  different- 
ly from  other  markets,  but  there  are  no  alarming 
evils  that  at  present  menace  the  trade. 

One  of  the  principal  subjects  discussed  at  a  ban- 
quet at  Gayoso  Hotel,  at  which  all  the  dealers  of 
Memphis  met  with  che  secretaries,  was  "Shall  Mem- 
phis have  uniform  inspection  of  grain  for  both 
weight  and  grade?"  It  was  felt  that  a  more  satis- 
factory arrangement  to  the  country  shipper  could 
be  made  in  the  method  of  handling  the  weights  and 
grades.  Much  of  the  grain  arriving  at  Memphis 
is  re-shipped  and  here  it  was  thought  there  was 
great  room  for  improvement.  There  were  speeches 
by  the  visiting  secretaries,  whose  views  on  a  more 
uniform  inspection  were  endorsed  in  speeches  by 
H.  H.  Moury,  I.  R.  Donelson,  R.  L.  McKellar,  and 
Chas.  D.  Jones  of  Memphis. 

The  banquet  was  in  charge  of  a  committee  from 
the  Board  of  Trade  as  follows:  Arthur  R.  Sawers, 
chairman;  T.  B.  Andrews,  Chas.  D.  Jones,  L.  R. 
Donelson,  Hal.  H.  Moury,  Nat  C.  Graves. 

IMessrs.  Wells,  Stibbens  and  Beyer  also  visited 
the  Cairo  market  and  investigated  the  conditons  in 
that  city  before  returning  to  their  homes. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  ILLINOIS 
VALLEY  GRAIN  DEALERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Valley  Grain 
Dealers'  Association  will  be  held  at  the  Great  North- 
ern Hotel,  Chicago,  on  the  afternoon  of  December 
21.  Included  in  the  program  there  will  be  an  ad- 
dress by  Secretary  George  A.  Stibbens  on  "Asso- 
ciation Work." 


DEATH  OF  COL.  C.  T.  PROUTY. 


A  telegram  on  the  morning  of  December  12  an- 
nounced the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  Col.  C.  T. 
Prouty  of  Kingfisher,  Okla.  Col.  Prouty  was  in 
good  health  at  a  meeting  of  grain  dealers  at  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  on  November  21,  and  he  announced  at 
that  time  that  he  had  a  few  days  before  met  wit^i 
an  accident  in  a  runaway  but  he  did  not  regard  the 
injuries  received  as  in  any  way  dangerous.  It  is 
thought  that  his  death  was  largely  brought  about 
as  a  result  of  that  accident. 

Col.  Prouty  was  Chief  Grain  Inspector  for  Okla- 
homa and  Indian  Territory,  a  member  of  the  ad- 
visory committee  of  the  Grain  Dealers'  National 
Association,  and  also  secretary  of  the  Oklahoma 
Grain  Dealers'  Association.  He  formerly  lived  in 
Illinois  and  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Illi- 
nois State  Legislature.  As  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War  he  had  many  reminiscences  of  camp  life  and 
his  patriotism  was  large  with  all  those  who  have 
served  their  country. 

Col.  Prouty  was  a  man  of  broad  caliber,  of  sound 
judgment  and  his  views  always  carried  weight  at 
all  meetings  of  grain  men  which  he  attended.  He 
had  many  friends  and  was  always  welcome  in  all 
gatherings  for  his  cordial  manner  and  hearty  good 
will.   The  grain  trade  will  sincerely  regret  his  loss. 


^OUQUETS    FOR  PRESIDENT 
/  GRIMES. 

A  prophet  may  be  "not  without  honor  save  in  his 
own  country";  but  the  people  of  Portsmouth,  Ohio, 
the  home  of  President  H.  S.  Grimes  of  the  Grain 
Dealers'  National  Association,  cannot  be  called  un- 
appreciative  of  the  services  rendered  by  her  busi- 
ness men  to  their  own  community.  President 
Grimes  is  one  of  the  chief  men  of  his  home  town — 
interested  largely  in  her  business  and  manufac- 
turing interests;  has  served  and  is  still  serving  his 
fellow  citizens  in  the  conduct  of  her  local  govern- 
ment; he  represents  her  interests  abroaa  in  many 
way  and  places;  his  advice  is  always  asked  and  his 
money  is  liberally  expended  in  the  work  of  creat- 
ing new  industries  and  expanding  the  commerce 
and  influence  of  Portsmouth.  And  Portsmouth 
knows  it. 

Accordingly,  on  November  23,  his  fellow  busi- 
ness men,  taking  advantage  of  Mr.  Grimes's  recent 
election  to  be  president  of  the  Grain  Dealers'  Na- 
tional Association,  gave  a  dinner  in  his  honor  at 
the  Washington  Hotel,  at  which  a  large  number  of 
gentlemen  were  present,  and  at  which  several 
speakers  relieved  their  minds  "about  Grimes."  And 
what  they  said  of  him  was  good  to  hear.  It  was 
a  fine  tribute  of  neighborly  friendship  and  respect, 
which  any  man  might  remember  with  keenest  de- 
light.   

The  Mo.  Pac.  Ry.  has  broken  the  Kansas  block- 
ade and  about  a  week  ago  began  to  haul  wheat  into 
Kansas  City  that  has  been  on  its  tracks  for  a 
month. 

Five  barges  with  grain  of  the  C.  A.  Ry.  were  tied 
up  suddenly  in  the  Lachine  canal  by  the  ice.  Other 
Canadian  canals  also  suffered  from  early  ice  for- 
mation. 

The  Farmers'  Grain  Dealers'  Association  of  Illi- 
nois, in  session  at  Bloomington,  on  December  9, 
elected  the  following  officers:  J.  C.  Collins,  Tusco- 
la, president;  F.  B.  Houham,  Howard,  first  vice- 
president;  W.  H.  Graham,  Fancy  Prairie,  second 
\ ice-president;  J.  A.  McCreery,  Mason  City,  secre- 
tary; J.  B.  Abbot,  Mason  City,  treasurer. 
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THE  EXPORT  GRAIN  ELEVATOR 
MAN    AND    SOME    OF  HIS 
TROUBLES. 


[A  paper  by  Walter  S.  Upshur,  freight  agent  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Grain  Elevator  Company  of  New- 
port News,  Va.,  read  before  the  Richmond  Railroad 
Club  of  Richmond,  Va.,  on  September  10,  1903,  and 
reprinted  from  the  "Official  Proceedings"  of  said  club.] 

From  the  earliest  ages,  in  fact,  ever  since  bread 
has  been  recognized  as  the  "staff  of  life,"  the  han- 
dling and  storing  of  grain,  with  a  view  of  pre- 
serving it  as  the  principal  article  of  food  supply, 
has  commanded  the  best  attention  of  governments 
and  individuals,  and  the  grain  elevator  man  un- 
der some  manner  of  designation  has  been  in  evi- 
dence from  ages  most  remote.  Probably  prior  to 
the  time  when  the  Israelitish  Governor  of  Egypt 
had  to  materially  increase  the  grain  storage  capac- 
ity of  his  country  to  accommodate  tlie  crops  of 
the  seven  years  of  plenty  in  anticipation  of  the 
succeeding  seven  years  of  dearth,  and  many  cen- 
turies before  the  fruitful  valley  of  the  Nile  be- 
came the  acknowledged  granary  of  the  world, 
up  to  the  present  day,  the  care  and  preservation, 
the  best  mode  of  treating  grain  in  various  locali- 
ties subject  to  diversified  climatic  conditions,  has 
taxed  the  ingenuity  and  appealed  to  the  originality 
of  those  to  whom  that  most  important  task  has 
been  assigned;  and  the  export  grain  elevator  man, 
handling  and  shipping  to  foreign  nations  the  sur- 
plus cereals  of  this  land  of  plenty  and  supera- 
bundance, has  had,  and  still  has,  his  full  measure 
of  the  great  responsibility  attached  to  that  public 
service. 

Where  he  is  working  under  the  rules  of  an  old 
established  grain  exchange  or  board  of  trade,  his 
duties  are  comparatively  simple  and  proportion- 
ately easy  of  performance,  being  restricted  in  a 
great  measure  to  simply  receiving  the  grain,  giv- 
ing each  car  load  or  lot  its  correct  grade,  issuing 
elevator  receipts  covering  quantity,  kind  of  grain, 
and  grade  of  same,  and  so  far  as  possible  to 
handle  the  different  grains  in  store  as  to  preserve 
the  intake  grade.  When  the  owner  of  the  grain 
orders  it  shipped  out  of  elevator,  he  (the  owner, 
or  his  agent)  makes  up  an  average  sample  of  his 
proposed  shipment,  based  on  certain  proportions 
of  several  grades  he  may  have  in  store,  presents 
this  average  sample  to  the  exchange  or  board  of 
trade  inspector-in-chief,  asking  if  he  would  pass 
same  as  contract  grain.  If  the  sample  so  submit- 
ted justifies  the  grade  asked  for,  the  Inspector-in- 
chief  will  so  advise,  and  the  grain  is  then  ordered 
mixed  out  of  store  in  the  proportions  of  the  sam- 
ple; but  if  the  sample  submitted  is  too  low  in 
quality  or  condition  to  justify  the  grade  asked  for, 
the  chief  inspector  will  deny  the  grade,  and  the 
shipper  will  be  obliged  to  amend  his  mixture  un- 
til it  does  meet  the  requirements  of  the  desired 
grade. 

But  where  the  export  elevator  is  not  working 
under  the  rules  of  an  old  established  exchange  or 
board  of  trade,  its  management  makes  its  own 
rules  of  inspection  (and  woe  to  such  elevator  com- 
pany whose  rules  do  not  conform  to  the  most  rigid 
of  all  the  export  elevators) ;  and  thenceforth  its 
inspection  bears  its  own  name,  and  the  business 
of  such  an  elevator  absolutely  depends  on  the 
maintenance  of  the  integrity  of  its  inspection  cer- 
tificates. In  such  an  elevator  the  inspector-in- 
chief  inspects  all  the  grain  received;  and  when 
ordered  out  of  store,  he  makes  such  mixture  of 
the  several  grades  received  (and  which  by  his  in- 
structions have  been  so  handled  as  to  bring  them 
up  to  contract  grade,  the  cost  and  loss  in  weight  of 
such  process  being  at  shipper's  expense)  as  will 
make  in  the  aggregate  a  fair  good  lot  of  grain  of 
export  grade,  and  the  same  is  loaded  to  ship  and 
certificated  accordingly.  Of  course,  it  frequently 
happens  that  the  quality  or  condition  of  a  ship- 
per's  grain  will  not  justify  the  required  grade,  in 
which  event  he  is  so  advised,  and  if  he  still  wishes 
to  ship,  he  will  have  to  accept  such  lower  grade 
as  the  quality  and  condition  of  his  grain  does 
justify. 

The  collection  of  freight  and  elevator  charges, 
the  accounting  of  same  to  the  proper  ofBciaJs,  the 


issuing  of  elevator  receipts  (which  are  negotiable) 
in  lieu  of  inland  bills  of  lading,  the  exchanging 
again  of  elevator  receipts  for  ocean  bills  of  lading, 
the  carefully  kept  stock  books  showing  just  how 
many  bushels  of  grain  of  each  kind,  and  each 
grade  of  each  kind  each  shipper  has  in  store,  and 
the  proper  charging  of  all  losses  in  weight  oc- 
casioned by  handling,  are  all  matters  of  precise 
though  simple  clerical  detail,  and  constitute  the 
least  of  the  export  elevator  man's  troubles. 

But  among  the  latter  stand  out  pre-eminent  two 
features  of  the  business — viz.,  inspection  and 
weights. 

INSPECTION. 

The  inspection  must  be  perfectly  fair  to  all  par- 
ties concerned, — to  the  country  shipper;  the  ex- 
porter who  buys  from  him  subject  to  elevator  in- 
spection; and  to  the  foreign  buyer,  to  whom  the 
exporter  sells  "Elevator  Inspection  final."  The 
country  shipper  being  pecuniarily  interested,  for 
the  exporter  to  whom  he  sells  docks  him  in  price 
for  each  car  that  does  not  reach  his  contract 
grade,  naturally  thinks  his  grain  deserving  of 
better  grade  than  a  strict  though  impartial  in- 
spection at  terminal  elevator  will  admit  of;  hence 
many  protests  are  made  until  such  time  as  ex- 
perience has  taught  him  that  the  elevator  in- 
spector, being  perfectly  fair,  with  no  incentive  to 
partiality,  is  grading  his  grain  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  elevator  rules  (of  which  latter  the  coun- 
try shipper  is  furnished  with  copy),  and  protests 
cease,  though  in  some  cases,  while  It  can  be  said 
to  the  honor  of  the  country  shipper  the  cases  are 
rare,  he  turns  his  attention  to  endeavoring  to  de- 
ceive the  inspector  by  placing  a  certain  proportion 
of  inferior  grain  in  the  car  with  the  good  grain, 
where  he  fondly,  though  vainly,  hopes  the  in- 
spector will  not  find  it. 

This  is  usually  done  either  by  "plugging,"  or 
scattering  the  bad  grain  in  the  bottom  of  the  car 
about  an  inch  or  two  thick,  where  the  trier  will 
not  reach  it.  In  either  case,  however,  the  astute 
inspector  is  not  caught  napping;  for  before  the 
grain  (which  is  in  bulk)  is  dumped  into  the  ele- 
vator pits,  it  is  tested  by  a  trier  in  six  to  eight 
places  in  various  parts  of  the  car.  This  will  de- 
tect "plugging,"  if  any  exists;  and  the  assistant 
inspector  is  always  around  when  the  car  is  about 
empty  to  see  if  any  bad  grain  has  been  loaded  on 
car  floor.  In  event  of  either  or  both  of  these 
attempts  at  fraud  being  discovered,  the  whole  car 
is  degraded,  taking  the  grade  of  the  poorest  grain 
found  in  the  car  load.  The  rigid  observance  of 
this  rule,  and  the  almost  certainty  of  detection  of 
attempted  fraud,  has  pretty  well  done  away  with 
both  of  these  evils. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  sometimes  happens  that  a 
car  of  grain  will  reach  the  terminal  elevator  very 
much  lower  in  grade  than  when  it  left  point  of 
shipment.  This  may  be  occasioned  by  either  of 
three  things:  In  years  when  the  grain  tails  to 
properly  mature,  it  may  heat  and  get  out  of  con- 
dition in  transit,  although  the  latter  might  have 
only  consumed  the  regular  schedule  time.  Again, 
the  shipper  may  have  been  furnished  with  a  leaky- 
roof  car,  which  fact  was  not  in  evidence  at  time 
grain  was  loaded,  encountered  rain  en  route,  and 
damage  occasioned  the  grain  thereby.  But,  also, 
a  very  prolific  source  of  deterioration  of  grain  in 
transit  is  the  fact  that  although  all  grain  is  more 
or  less  subject  to  heating,  or,  at  least,  softening 
up,  in  transit  in  close  cars  deprived  of  ventila- 
tion, especially  in  the  spring  and  summer  months 
with  new  or  not  over-dry  grain,  and  should  be, 
strictly  speaking,  considered  as  "perishable" 
freight,  yet  the  average  train  man,  contrary  to  his 
superintendent's  instructions,  does  not  hesitate  to 
sidetrack  it  indefinitely;  and  it  is  not  of  infrequent 
occurrence  that  during  a  busy  grain  season  cars 
will  reach  the  terminal  elevators  only  a  week  or 
ten  days  from  time  loaded  at  point  of  shipment, 
while  other  cars,  owing  to  this  bad  feature  of  side- 
tracking, will  be  a  month  or  six  weeks  in  transit, 
with  the  result  that  the  grain  on  arrival  at  eleva- 
tor, if  not  hot  and  grading  "rejected,"  will  cer- 
tainly have  deteriorated  in  transit  one  or  two 
grades,  with  attendant  loss  to  shipper.    I  do  not 


think  that  the  fact  will  be  disputed  by  the  super- 
intendent of  any  railroad  that  this  matter  of  side- 
tracking grain  entails  an  unnecessary  hardship 
on  shippers,  and  that  prompt  and  efficient  means 
should  be  adopted  to  remedy,  and,  if  possible,  elim- 
inate same. 

[to  be  concluded.] 


FACTS  AND  FIGURES 

i 


Texas  farmers  have  been  planting  speltz  this  fall. 

The  car  shortage  in  the  Northwest  is  choking 
(he  elevators  on  four  lines. 

Broom  corn  of  new  crop  has  been  bringing  $100 
to  $110  per  ton  at  the  farms. 

The  bean  crop  in  the  neighborhood  of  Saginaw, 
Mich.,  is  reported  very  good  as  to  yield. 

The  Corn  Products  Company  is  now  using  over 
130,000  bushels  of  corn  daily  in  its  several  plants. 

A  Minnesota  thrasher  has  rigged  his  machine 
with  electric  lights  to  work  at  night  if  necessary. 

Farmers  in  the  Kansas  River  bottoms,  flooded 
last  June,  are  now  burning  the  corn  for  fuel  which 
was  then  damaged  in  their  cribs. 

Daniel  Easter,  inventor  of  the  first  wheat  har- 
vester, which  was  built  over  50  years  ago  at  Rock- 
ford,  111.,  was  in  attendance  at  the  recent  state  fair 
in  Springfield,  111. 

The  number  of  bushels  of  wheat  inspected  at 
Winnipeg,  crop  of  1902,  was  51,833,000,  making  that 
wheat  market  second  in  volume  only  to  Minneap- 
olis on  this  continent. 

H.  E.  Kier,  secretary  of  the  Retail  Hay,  Grain 
and  Feed  Dealers'  Association  of  Allegheny  County, 
Pa.,  says  the  assistant  secretary  is  on  the  road 
getting  additional  members. 

The  state  board  of  equalization  has  ordered  an 
increase  of  $106,407  on  the  elevators  of  Minnesota. 
The  counties  returned  the  value  of  the  elevators  at 
$2,188,307,  $100,000  less  than  last  year. 

"Papa,"  asked  the  little  son  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  man,  "are  you  a  bull  or  a  bear?"  "I'm  a 
bull  just  now."  "There!  I  told  mamma  she  was 
mistaken  when  she  said  you  was  an  old  bear,  after 
you  went  away  this  morning." 

Farmers  in  Pipestone  county,  Minn.,  are  out 
thousands  of  dollars  as  a  result  of  improper  selec- 
tion of  seed  corn.  Frost  practically  destroyed  all 
the  corn  in  that  locality  last  year.  The  farmers 
were  compelled  to  buy  outside  seed  and  in  many 
cases  received  Missouri  or  Nebraska  seed  when  they 
were  supposed  to  be  getting  northern  grown. 

The  Hyde  Elevator  at  Lebanon,  Kans.,  pictured 
in  these  columns  some  time  ago,  with  its  decora- 
tions and  scriptural  texts,  has  been  ordered  by  the 
Rock  Island  System  to  be  repainted  or  moved  off 
its  right  of  way.  The  reason  given  is  that  the 
Rock  Island's  passengers  got  into  the  habit  of  get- 
ting off  the  trains  to  see  the  odd  inscriptions,  an- 
noying train  men  and  sometimes  missing  their 
trains.  Several  years  ago  E.  D.  Hyde,  a  Free 
Methodist,  conceived  the  idea  of  painting  his  eleva- 
tor with  his  favorite  passages  of  scripture.  In  a 
short  time  pictures  of  the  elevator,  showing  the 
scriptural  quotations,  appeared  in  many  papers, 
even  in  a  daily  paper  in  London. 

A  letter  from  New  Orleans,  under  date  Decem- 
ber 10,  says:  "We  have  had  quite  liberal  receipts 
of  new  corn  during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  days, 
which  enables  us  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the 
grain;  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  note  the 
remarkable  good  condition  of  the  corn,  as  it  is  ar- 
riving in  our  city.  Fully  65  to  70  per  cent  of  the 
corn,  so  far  inspected,  grade  No.  3  or  better,  and  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  crop  is  generally  consid- 
ered not  an  exceptionally  good  one,  we  believe  that 
the  above  results  are  entirely  satisfactory,  and  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  a  free  movement 
from  now  on  of  the  new  crop  corn  through  the  port 
of  New  Orleans." 
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SOME  RECORD  CARGOS. 


The  largest  grain  cargo  ever  loaded  at  any  lake 
port  of  the  United  States  was  put  aboard  the 
steamer  J.  H.  Reed  at  South  Chicago  on  November 
13.  It  was  taken  out  of  the  Peavey  Elevator  to  go 
to  Buffalo,  where  special  elevator  arrangements 
were  made  to  take  it  in  immediately  on  arrival. 
The  cargo  consisted  of  271,000  bushels  of  wheat 
and  weighed  8,130  net  tons,  and  was  worth  at  pre- 
vailing prices  then,  $211,000.  The  Reed  is  one  of 
the  new  steamers  of  the  Provident  Steamship  Line, 
of  which  A.  B.  Wolvin  of  Duluth  is  president. 

A  close  second  to  this  record  was  that  of  the 
steamer  D.  M.  Clemson,  which,  on  November  20, 
loaded  at  the  Globe  Elevator,  Superior,  Wis.,  336,365 
bushels  of  barley,  equal  to  8,072  tons. 

On  November  20  the  largest  grain  cargo  ever 
taken  out  of  Fort  William  was  loaded  into  the 
American  steamer  Princeton,  for  Buffalo.  It  con- 
sisted of  248,000  bushels  of  wheat,  weighing  7,440 
tons,  the  ship  drawing  but  17  feet  8  inches. 

Some  other  new  records  of  late  cargos  this  sea- 
son were:  Steamer  Mataafa,  269,000  bushels  wheat, 
corn  and  oats,  South  Chicago  to  Buffalo;  steamer 
S.  J.  Murphy,  269,000  bushels  of  corn.  South  Chi- 
cago to  Buffalo;  steamer  Douglas  Houghton,  308,000 
bushels  of  oats  and  60,000  bushels  of  corn,  Manito- 
woc to  Buffalo;  steamer  Rensselaer,  151,000  bushels 
of  wheat,  94,000  bushels  barley  and  55,155  bushels 
oats  (300,155  bushels),  equal  to  7,668  tons,  Chicago 
to  Buffalo. 


CONGRESS  PEDDLING  SEEDS. 


In  1896  the  amount  of  moiiey  expended  by  Con- 
gress for  seeds  to  be  distributed  through  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  on  the  orders  of  congress- 
men was  only  $75,000;  in  1897  it  increased  to 
$115,900;  in  1898  it  was  reduced  to  $86,106  and  in 
1899  to  $68,526,  but  in  1900  it  began  to  increase 
again,  reaching  about  $70,000,  which  in  1901  was 
increased  to  over  $106,000  and  in  1902  to  $180,000, 
while  for  the  present  year,  ending  June  30,  1903, 
the  amount  was  $270,000,  $30,000  of  which  was  for 
worthless  seeds  that  had  to  be  burned. 

The  last  appropriation,  which  covers  the  present 
distribution,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1904,  is  $290,000,  the  largest  ever  made.  This 
means  that  over  1,000  tons  of  so-called  "garden  and 
field  seeds"  will  be  distributed  among  the  people 
in  every  state  and  territory  in  the  Union.  The 
total  distribution  will  amount  to  about  forty-five 
million  packages. 

Some  changes  have  been  made  in  the  method  of 
distribution,  so  as  to  adapt  the  seeds  given  out  to 
the  climatic  conditions  of  the  country;  and  the 
seeds  are  being  sent  out  earlier  than  usual  to  avoid 
the  complaints  hitherto  made  of  their  being  sent 
loo  late  to  be  made  useful.  But  when  everything 
has  been  done  to  make  the  distribution  acceptable 
to  its  receivers,  the  main  question  remains:  Does 
this  immense  and  costly  distribution  have  the  bene- 
ficial effect  its  originators  intended?  Any  one  at 
all  aware  of  the  ultimate  destination  of  the  seeds 
will  know  how  little  the  original  motive  for  the 
distribution  is  complied  with,  either  by  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  or  the  recipients  of  the  seeds, 
and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  upon  what 
grounds  this  utter  waste  of  the  public  money  can 
be  defended. 

In  the  main  hitherto,  the  seed  men  had  been 
I-.retty  unanimous  in  opposing  the  distribution. 
However,  since  the  inauguration  of  the  practice  of 
allotting  to  every  member  of  Congress  2,500  packets 
and  500  packages  of  what  are  termed  by  the  De- 
partment "novelties  and  specialties,"  some  few  seed 
men,  for  obvious  reasons,  have  been  less  strenuous 
in  their  objections.  It  appears  that  each  of  these 
multitudinous  packages  contains  a  circular  giving 
a  brief  sketch  of  the  assortments  and  calling  the 
attention  of  the  receiver  to  the  firm  furnishing 
the  product  and  the  grower  developing  the  seeds, 
and  a  report  of  the  results  obtained  from  the  seeds 
is  requested.  As  this  is  a  practical  indorsement  of 
the  seeds  furnished  by  a  private  firm  and  sent 
under  the  frank  of  the  government  it  is  considered 


a  valuable  advertisement  for  the  firms  supplying 
the  seeds.  There  is  considerable  criticism  because 
members  of  the  committee  of  Wholesale  Seedsmen's 
League,  whicn  was  appointed  to  devise  a  means  ot 
abolishing  the  distributions,  are  known  to  be  fur- 
nishing the  alleged  "novelties  and  specialties." 

Steps  have,  therefore,  been  taken  toward  a  move- 
jnent  by  the  independent  firms  to  stop  the  distribu- 
tion, which  has  some  support  among  congressmen 
of  the  better  sort,  with  a  view  to  offsetting  the  in- 
fluence of  the  ring  favored  with  "specialty"  and 
"novelty"  orders. 


WM.  A.  WHITING. 

Washington,  Iowa,  is  a  well-located  town  of  aboul 
5,000  people  and  three  of  the  best  railroads  in  the 
West:  the  Rock  Island,  Burlington  and  the  Omaha 
(Northwestern)  systems.  As  a  grain  point,  how- 
ever, it  suffers  by  comparison  with  towns  of  lesser 
facilities,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  farmers  of 
Washington  and  adjoining  counties  are  heavy  feed- 
ers of  cattle;  so  that  while  not  long  ago  the  town 
supported  three  elevators,  there  are  now  but  two. 
One  of  these  is  the  business  of  Wm.  A.  Whiting, 
v/hose  house  is  shown  in  the  picture  herewith. 

The  elevator  is  of  cribbed  construction  and  has 
50,000  bushels'   capacity,  not   including  the  corn 
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cribs.  The  power  is  a  40-h.p.  engine  and  60-h.p. 
boiler.  The  office  is  located  directly  opposite  the 
elevator  and  is  not  seen  in  the  picture.  The  house 
was  originally  built  as  a  combined  flour  mill  and 
elevator,  the  mill  having  been  equipped  with  three 
run  of  burrs.  Mr.  Whiting,  however,  grinds  only 
feed. 

Mr.  Whiting  says  the  oats  crop  of  his  county  is 
about  60  per  cent  of  a  full  crop;  and  he  hopes  corn 
will  be  better — expects  probably  75  per  cent  of  a 
crop  as  the  best. 


GRAIN  TRADE  AT  OMAHA. 


The  C.  G.  W.  Ry.  has  opened  its  Chicago-Omaha 
line,  but  has  rescinded  its  former  proportional 
rates  of  on  wheat'  and  8c.  on  corn,  Omaha  to 
Minneapolis-St.  Paul,  putting  on  new  proportionals 
of  14  and  13  cents  respectively.  This  equalizes 
rates  with  Kansas  City  and  puts  an  end  to  a  "big 
roar"  from  that  direction. 

As  a  further  step  in  the  development  of  his 
Omaha  plan.  President  Stickney  has  incorporated 
the  Omaha  Grain  Terminals  Company,  the  stated 
objects  of  which  are  to  establish  and  maintain  grain 
terminals  in  Omaha  and  conduct  a  general  grain 
and  milling  business.  Of  the  company  A.  B.  Stick- 
ney is  president  and  Chas.  Battell  secretary-treas- 
urer; and  the  following  directors:  A.  B.  Stickney, 
John  L.  McCague,  Nathan  Merriam.  Alexander  C. 
Charlton,  Charles  Battell,  John  M.  Woolworth  and 
William  D.  McHugh.  The  books  of  the  corporation 
were  open  for  subscription,  but  the  stock  was  all 
taken  by  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Company. 

While  the  eastbound  lines,  of  course,  met  the  C. 


G.  W.'s  cut  of  rates,  nothing  was  done  by  the  lines 
west  of  Omaha  to  keep  that  market  until  the  Mo. 
Pac.  made  a  reduction  to  Omaha,  which  has  been 
followed  by  that  road's  competitors;  and  grain  men 
there  are  much  encouraged  at  the  outlook. 


NEW  ORLEANS  EXCHANGES  ARE 
CONSOLIDATED. 

On  December  1  the  directors  of  the  New  Orleans 
Board  of  Trade  unanimously  approved  the  proposi- 
tion previously  agreed  to  by  the  directory  of  the 
Maritime  and  Merchants'  Exchange  to  consolidate 
the  two  exchanges.  The  details  of  this  proposition 
are  substantially  as  follows: 

Every  stockholder  of  the  Maritime  and  Mer- 
chants' Exchange  is  to  receive  a  share  of  stock  in 
the  New  Orleans  Board  of  Trade,  Limited. 

The  maritime  interests  are  to  be  represented  on 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  New  Orleans  Board 
of  Trade  to  the  extent  of  seven  directors  out  of 
thirty. 

The  New  Orleans  Board  of  Trade,  Limited,  is  to 
take  over  the  lease  of  the  Maritime  and  Merchants' 
Exchange  of  the  office  in  the  Hibernia  Bank  Build- 
ing, will  be  fitted  up  and  be  known  as  "The  New 
Orleans  Board  of  Trade,  Limited,  Maritime 
Branch." 

The  maritime  and  export  interests  will  manage 
their  affairs  through  a  governing  committee  of 
thirteen,  appointed  from  members  representing  the 
maritime  and  export  interests.  The  interests  shall 
also  appoint  such  subcommittees  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  management  of  the  export  business. 

There  shall  be  one  committee  on  grain,  composed 
of  eleven  full  members. 

There  shall  be  one  cotton  seed  product  commit- 
tee, composed  of  nine  fiTll  members. 

The  cotton  seed  inspection  department  is  to  be 
retained,  as  before. 

All  appointments  on  these  committees,  as  well  as 
the  other  standing  committees,  to  be  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  president  and  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  corporation. 

Privileges  of  visiting  members  shall  be  limited 
to  the  floor  of  the  Maritime  Branch. 

All  official  business  of  both  the  main  department 
and  the  Maritime  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Limited,  shall  be  transacted  by  the  secretary  of 
the  corporation.  In  order  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  the  Maritime  Branch  an  assistant  secretary  and 
such  other  employes  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  various  duties  of  the  department  are  to  be 
selected  by  the  governing  committee  of  the  Mari- 
time Branch,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  board 
of  directors. 

The  consolidation  will  take  effect  on  January  1, 
1904.  The  effect  cannot  but  be  beneflcial  to  New 
Orleans  as  a  port.  The  government  of  the  various 
commercial  interests  will  hereafter  be  in  the  hands 
of  committees  best  qualified,  by  their  practical 
experience,  to  intelligently  handle  matters  coming 
under  their  jurisdiction.  All  matters,  for  example, 
relating  to  shipping  and  export  will  be  handled  by 
the  maritime  and  export  interests,  while  those 
relating  to  local  or  inland  affairs  will  be  regulated 
by  similar  committees  identified  with  the  local 
business.  The  dual  system  of  grain  Inspection 
will,  of  course,  disappear,  although  as  a  matter  of 
fact  inspection  by  the  Board  of  Trade  had  of  late 
nearly  ceased. 

An  effort  will  be  made  hereafter  to  eliminate  the 
features  that  in  the  past  made  the  Board  of  Trade's 
money-making  features  rather  more  conspicuous 
than  the  performance  of  its  duties  as  a  regulator  of 
commercial  practices  and  a  guardian  of  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  New  Orleans. 


The  lake  grain  traffic  from  Chicago  was  this  sea- 
son the  greatest  since  1900,  the  total  shipments 
being  about  100,000.000  bushels,  against  61,759,753 
in  1902,  80.574,190  in  1901  and  132,681.731  in  1900. 

The  Toledo  Salvage  Companj'  has  bought  the  car- 
go of  100,000  bushels  of  corn  and  oats  sunk  with 
the  steamer  Gladstone  off  Bar  Point,  Mich.,  in  No- 
vember, paying  $2,700  for  the  lot.  They  will  con- 
dition it  at  Toledo. 
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COVRT  DECISIONS 


[Prepared  especially  for  the  "American  Elevator  ami 
Grain  Trade"  by  J.  L.  Rosenberger,  LL.  B.,  of  the  Chi- 
cago Bar.] 

Validity  of  Ordinance  Establishing  Market  and 
Restricting  Weighing  to  City  Scales. 

A  city  adopted  an  ordinance  establishing  and  reg- 
tilating  a  city  market.  It  provided  for  city  scales, 
and  required  that  all  hay,  straw,  oats  or  corn  sold 
within  the  city  and  for  consumption  therein  should 
be  weighed  thereon.  It  also  prohibited  the  sale 
of  commodities  upon  any  of  the  streets  of  the  city 
not  included  in  the  public  market  place.  The  city, 
after  the  adoption  of  this  ordinance,  located  the  city 
market  on  a  certain  street. 

Having  the  power,  which  is  specifically  given  by 
the  Iowa  code,  to  enact  an  ordinance  establishing 
and  regulating  a  city  marlvet,  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Iowa  holds  (State  vs.  Smith,  9G  Northwestern 
Reporter.  899),  that  this  necessarily  carried  with 
it  the  power  to  prohibit  the  sale  or  weighing  of 
commodities  elsewhere  than  at  the  place  established 
as  such  public  market.  Tsor  does  it  consider  that 
the  establishment  of  a  public  market  on  one  of 
the  streets  of  the  city  created  a  nuisance  of  itself. 

In  the  case  before  the  court,  a  load  of  corn  was 
sold  on  one  of  the  other  streets  of  the  city  and 
without  having  been  weighed  as  provided  by  the 
ordinance  above  referred  to.  It  was  contended  that 
the  seller  was  not  obliged  to  weigh  it  on  the  city 
scale,  for  one  thing,  because  the  ordinance  only  re- 
quired such  weighing  where  the  produce  was  for 
consumption  within  the  city.  But  the  Supreme 
Court  holds  that  this  position  was  not  well  taken, 
for  the  reason  that  the  corn  was  in  fact  sold  for 
grinding  in  a  roller  mill  within  the  corporate  limits. 
Such  use,  it  declares,  would  be  a  consumption, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  ordinance.  Furthermore, 
it  holds  that  the  market  requirement  in  question 
was  not  an  unreasonable  restraint  of  trade;  and  it 
holds  that  it  was  error  to  direct  a  verdict  for  the 
seller,  on  a  prosecution  for  violating  the  ordinance. 

Negligence  in   Going  Into   Pit  to  Relieve  Belt 
Cup  With  Shaft  Revolving. 

A  man  who  had  had  some  eight  years'  experience 
in  and  about  grain  elevators  received  fatal  in- 
juries from  going  into  the  pit  and  stooping  to 
clean  away  the  grain  to  put  the  cups  in  motion, 
by  having  had  his  clothing  caught.  The  pit  was 
something  over  eight  feet  long,  five  feet  wide,  and 
about  three  or  four  feet  deep.  On  the  end  of  the 
shaft  extending  into  the  pit  was  a  setscrew  which 
protruded  from  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  an 
inch  above  the  collar. 

Counsel  for  the  elevator  company  insisted  that 
if  the  man's  clothing  was  caught  upon  the  shaft, 
and  not  by  the  setscrew,  no  recovery  could  be  had, 
because  he  well  knew  and  assumed  a  very  obvious 
risk  when  he  stepped  into  the  pit  in  close  prox- 
imity to  the  shaft,  the  motion  of  which  he  made 
no  effort  to  stop;  and  also  insisted  that  there  was 
no  testimony  tending  to  show  that  the  clothing  was 
caught  by  the  setscrew,  and,  therefore,  the  com- 
pany's negligence  could  not  be  predicated  upon  its 
failure  to  cover  the  head  of  this  crew. 

But  the  Supreme  Court  of  Minnesota  says  (Braa- 
flat  vs.  Minneapolis  &  Northern  Elevator  Co.,  96 
Northwestern  Reporter,  920)  that  it  need  not  dis- 
cuss either  question.  As  to  everybody,  except  an 
employe,  who  might  get  into  the  very  small  space 
mentioned,  this  setscrew  and  the  shaft  were  cov- 
ered and  protected,  so  that  the  statute  was  fully 
complied  with  as  to  them.  With  easy  means  pro- 
vided for  shutting  off  the  motion  (by  stopping  the 
gasoline  engine  or  shifting  the  belt,  in  the  office) 
no  one  would  anticipate  an  attempt  to  relieve  the 
belt  cup  while  the  shaft  was  revolving. 

When  this  man,  one  of  skill,  experience  and  in- 
telligence, went  into  the  pit  without  stopping  the 
machinery  and  in  absolute  disregard  of  his  per- 
sonal safety,  he  w^s  guilty  of  contributory  negli- 


gence of  the  rankest  kind,  which  would  preclude 
any  recovery  against  the  company. 

Delivery  With  and  Without  Bills  of  Lading. 

Where  no  bills  of  lading  are  issued,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Iowa  says  (Sclichting  vs.  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Co.,  96  Northwestern  Re- 
porter, 959),  the  carrier  is  justified  in  delivering 
the  goods  to  the  consignee  without  the  production 
of  receipts  or  other  evidences  of  ownership  issued 
to  the  consignor.  In  such  cases,  the  carrier  is  justi- 
fied in  assuming  that  title  to  the  goods  passed  to 
the  consignee  on  delivery  to  it  for  shipment. 

This  is  fundamental.  But  if  the  carrier  has  no- 
tice that  the  consignee  is  not  the  owner,  nor  en- 
titled to  receive  the  goods,  delivery  to  him  will 
constitute  a  conversion.  Indeed,  a  carrier  is  gen- 
erally held  liable  for  the  delivery  of  goods  to  a 
person  not  authorized  to  receive  them,  and  its  good 
faith  in  making  such  delivery  is  no  defense.  The 
question  is  not  of  care,  for  in  such  cases  the  carrier 
acts  at  its  peril.  And  so  it  has  been  held  that  it 
is  no  excuse  for  the  carrier  to  show  that  the  de- 
livery was  secured  by  the  third  person,  through 
mistake  or  fraud,  or  that  the  person  to  whom  de- 
livery was  made  impersonated  the  consignee,  or 
held  an  order  from  the  consignee  which  was  a 
forgery.  Here,  the  company  had  the  right  to  as- 
sume, when  it  received  a  telegram  from  the  con- 
signor stating  that  he  held  bills  of  lading  and  not 
to  make  delivery  until  they  were  surrendered,  not 
only  that  bills  of  lading  were  issued,  but  that  these 
instruments  reserved  to  the  consignor  the  control 
and  disposition  of  the  goods. 

In  such  cases,  the  bill  of  lading  stands  for  the 
goods:  and  it  may  be  transferred  or  assigned  so 
as  to  pass  all  right  in  the  property  to  the  indorsee 
or  assignee.  When  a  bill  of  lading,  such  as  the 
company  had  the  right  to  assume  was  issued  in 
this  case,  is  given  to  the  consignor,  the  carrier  is 
justified  in  refusing  to  deliver  the  goods,  unless  the 
instrument  itself  be  produced. 

It  may  be,  as  was  claimed,  that  it  is  not  re- 
quired to  do  so;  but,  as  that  proposition  was  not 
involved  in  the  case,  the  court  does  not  care  to 
make  any  definite  pronouncement  on  it  at  this  time. 
Of,  course,  it  says,  the  carrier  may  always  deliver 
the  goods  to  the  person  entitled  thereto  without  the 
production  of  the  bill  of  lading.  But  it  takes  its 
chances  in  so  doing;  and.  when  informed  that  a 
bill  of  lading  is  out,  which  reserves  to  the  con- 
signor control  of  the  goods,  it  may  insist  upon  the 
production  of  the  instrument  for  its  own  protec- 
tion. 

Liability  of  Purchaser  for  Unweighted  Hay  De- 
stroyed by  Fire. 

After  all  of  the  hay  in  a  mow  had  been  sold  by 
the  ton,  the  question  was  raised  as  to  how  the 
quantity  should  be  ascertained;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  it  might  be  weighed,  as  taken  away,  on  a 
neighbor's  scales;  and,  further,  that  the  buyer 
might  allow  it  to  remain  in  the  mow  until  the 
same  was  needed  for  the  storing  of  the  next  crop. 

The  buyer  paid  a  portion  of  the  purchase  price 
in  cash,  and  by  the  terms  of  the  sale  he  was  to  have 
time  for  payment  of  the  balance.  But  before  any 
of  the  hay  was  removed,  it  was  destroyed  by  ac- 
cidental fire,  without  any  fault  on  the  part  of  the 
seller.  This  gave  rise  to  the  question  whether  the 
title  to  the  hay  had  passed  so  that  the  purchaser 
became  liable  for  the  price. 

It  is  true,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa  says,  in 
affirming  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  seller  (Allen 
vs.  Elmore,  96  Northwestern  Reporter,  769),  that 
so  long  as  anything  remains  to  be  done  between 
the  parties  to  ascertain  and  identify  the  particular 
property  which  is  to  pass,  the  sale  is  not  complete. 
But  if  the  property  has  been  identified,  so  that  the 
transaction  relates  to  a  specific  and  ascertained 
chattel,  then  the  question  is  one  of  Intent;  and  the 
fact  that  something  remains  to  be  done  by  the 
buyer,  such  as  weighing  or  measuring,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  the  price  to  be  paid,  does  not 
prevent  the  transaction  being  a  completed  sale,  un- 
der which  the  title  passes  to  the  buyer,  accom- 
panied with  the  risk  of  the  loss  or  destruction  of 
the  property  without  the  seller's  fault. 

The  rule  supposed  to  have  been  recognized  in 
some  pjf  the  earlier  English  cases,  tg  thg  eftect  that 


there  could  be  no  passing  of  title  until  the  pur- 
chase price  had  been  definitely  determined  by 
weighing  or  measuring,  when  necessary,  based,  as 
it  was,  apparently  on  the  idea  that  the  action  lor 
the  purchase  price  must  be  for  a  specific  sum,  defi- 
nitely ascertained,  has  not  been  generally  approved 
by  the  courts  in  this  country;  and  it  has  been  held, 
by  the  great  weight  of  authority,  that  where  the 
payment  of  the  purchase  price  was  not  a  condition 
to  the  passing  of  title — that  is,  where  credit  for  the 
price  was  given — the  fact  that  weighing  or  measur- 
ing still  remained  necessary  to  determine  the  price 
would  not  indicate  an  intention  that  the  title  should 
not  pass  until  such  acts  were  done,  it  being  as- 
sumed, of  course,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  this 
rule,  that  the  specific  goods  were  definitely  ascer- 
tained and  agreed  upon. 


ZAHM'S  VIEW  OF  THE  WHEAT  CAMPAIGN. 


WHEN  ARMOUR  PULLS  THE  STRING. 


1.  — When  Armour's  in  the  pit. 

The  Bulls  and  the  Bears  may  prance, 
But  he  alone  is  "it" 
The  others  have  no  chance. 

2.  — When  the  wielder  of  finance 

Decides  to  take  a  fling. 
The  others  have  to  dance 
When  Armour  pulls  the  string. 

3.  — The  sky  may  smile  or  frown. 

In  winter,  fall  or  spring, 
But  Wheat  goes  up  and  Wheat  goes  down. 
When  Armour  pulls  the  string. 

(We  printed  the  above  just  a  year  ago  to-day,  but 
as  it  "fits"  now  we  reproduce  it.) 

Armour  &  Co.'s  dealings  have  much  to  do  with 
the  course  of  market.  They  trade  heavily,  in  cash 
and  futures,  and  it  really  seems  the  market  goes 
the  way  they  desire.  Which  way  will  they  "pull" 
next  and  will  market  respond? — Zahm's  Red  Letter, 
November  21. 


Will  that  Gun  [Armour  Manipulation]  save  the 
bull?  Those  Bears  are  Big  Fellows,  but  they  may 
not  be  as  "big"  as  they  appear,  and  Mr.  Bull  may 
not  need  the  "gun." — Zahm's  Circular,  November  28. 


The  bear  has  been  getting  "soaked"  lately. 
What'll  happen  next  week? — Zahm's  Circular,  De- 
cember 5. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
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CHICAGO,  ILL.,  DECEMBER  15,  1903. 
Official  Paper  of  th«  Illinois  Qraln  Dealers'  Association. 

RAILWAY  RESPONSIBILITY. 

Many  grain  dealers  appear  to  have  the  idea 
that  the  coinmon  carriers  are  not  responsible 
on  bills  of  lading  for  losses  of  grain  in  transit 
— unless  their  losses  are  total.  That  is  to  say, 
if  only  a  part  of  a  car  of  grain  is  lost  in  transit, 
the  road  is  not  responsible,  although  it  would 
be  if  all  the  car  were  lost.  This  is,  of  course, 
a  mistake.  The  road  is  responsible  in  any  event ; 
but  in  the  case  of  a  total  loss  the  ofifending  car- 
rier will  usually  settle  without  much  objection ; 
in  the  case  of  a  partial  loss  it  will  not,  for  ob- 
vious reasons. 

Railroads  are  victims  of  all  sorts  of  grafters. 
As  a  rule,  every  m.an,  woman  or  child  (by  its 
"next  friend")  injured  by  a  railroad  in  person 
or  property,  with  or  without  negligence  of  his  or 
her  own,  will  put  in  a  claim  for  damages.  Self- 
protection  from  extortion  and  blackmail  has 
forced  the  railroads,  as  a  principle,  to  fight  every 
claim  presented,  the  character  of  which,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  claimant,  is  not  absolutely  beyond 
question. 

The  difficulty  in  the  way  of  collecting  petty 
claims  for  losses  on  grain  shipments,  then,  lies 
in  this  necessity  of  "going  to  law"  and  proving 
the  amount  of  the  damage  sustained  and  the  re- 
sponsibility therefor.  Where  a  clean  bill  of 
lading  is  issued  there  is  no  question  of  the  lia- 
bility of  the  carrier  upon  the  document ;  and 
under  rulings  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  the  carriers  are  not  permitted  in  issuing 
documents  to  limit  their  liability  in  case 
of  loss,  although  some  still  try  to  do  so.  But 
shippers  habitually  accept  bills  of  lading  issued 
in  the  sloppiest  manner — indefinite  in  form, 
faulty  as  to  date,  destination,  car  initials  or 
number  or  agent's  signature,  name  of  consignee 
and  so  on ;  so  that  in  case  of  loss  the  B-L  is 


little  better  evidence  of  the  character,  quantity 
and  identity  of  the  goods  for  which  claim  of 
loss  is  made  than  any  other  scrap  of  yellow 
paper.  Again,  the  losses  are  usually  so  small 
in  each  case  that,  while  they  are  annoying  and 
costly  in  the  total,  when  repeated  frequently, 
claiiTis  are  permitted  to  go  by  default  simply 
because  individually  it  does  not  pay  to  push 
them  to  the  state  of  adjudication. 

This  is  the  aggravating  feature  of  the  situa- 
tion, of  which  the  carriers  take  full  advantage ; 
but  there  is  no  question  of  the  carriers'  liabiUty 
or  that  damages  may  be  recovered  if  claims  are 
pushed  to  the  uttermost. 

CAPITAL  $300,000,000. 

The  "American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade" 
always  tries  to  keep  its  head ;  or,  better  still, 
never  aims  with  its  gun  at  half-cock.  It  never 
v/ittingly  does  injustice;  but  it  is  equally  solici- 
tous to  put  the  public  on  its  guard  against  im- 
positions and  swindles  that  come  within  its  pur- 
view. 

And  so  in  1902,  when  attention  was  drawn  to 
the  American  Farm  Company,  incorporated  in 
New  Jersey,  but  doing  business  from  Buffalo, 
by  the  queer  character  of  its  business  methods, 
it  did  not  hesitate,  on  the  basis  of  information 
furnished  by  the  Attorney  General  of  Ohio,  to 
Avarn  the  public  of  the  character  of  that  com- 
pany's operations.  This  publication,  with  the 
publicity  given  the  company  by  the  Attorney 
General  of  Ohio  and  certain  members  of  the 
Ohio  Grain  Dealers'  Association,  drove  the 
"board  of  directors"  out  of  that  state  and  forced 
a  "reorganization"  of  the  company  on  an 
Arizona  basis,  capital  $300,000,000,  from  which 
territory  and  the  same  Bufifalo  offices,  the 
"board  of  directors"  are  now  attempting  to  oper- 
ate in  the  same  queer  way  in  the  West,  refer- 
ence to  which  is  made  on  page  300  of  this  issue. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  American  Farm 
Company,  or  its  successor,  the  Farmers'  Co- 
operative Company,  has  no  legitimate  purpose, 
so  far  as  the  buying,  handling  or  marketing  of 
grain  is  concerned ;  and  grain  dealers  every- 
where will  be  justified  in  advising  their  farmer 
friends  to  keep  it  at  a  distance. 

THE   CORN  PROBLEM. 

There  seems  to  be  some  increase  in  the  move- 
ment of  new  corn  since  the  cold  weather  began, 
but  on  the  whole  both  farmers  and  dealers  seem 
disposed  to  go  slow.  This  is  fortunate ;  fot 
in  a  large  part  of  the  corn  belt  new  corn  can 
hardly  be  said  to  be  a  marketable  commodity  at 
this  time.  Not  because  corn  is  not  wanted  for 
consumption,  but  because  the  new  corn  is  hard- 
ly fit  to  handle  commercially.  Even  the  drying 
houses  are  not  disposed  to  take  hold  as  freely 
as  they  did  of  last  year's  crop  at  this  season,  be- 
cause the  shrinkage  in  drying  out  this  year's 
crop  has  been  unusually  heavy. 

It  is  noteworthy,  too,  that  this  winter  more 
country  elevator  men  are  refusing  to  handle  the 
new  corn  at  present  and  are  notifying  the  farm- 
ers why  they  are  doing  so  and  advising  them 
(as  the  eastern  Indiana  dealers  have  done)  to 
hold  their  corn  until  it  is  in  better  condition  to 
ship.  This  is  a  wise  step.  The  corn  will  have 
to  come  to  market  in  any  event,  and  the  deal- 
ers' chances  for  making  a  profit  in  handling  it 


will  be  greatly  increased  if  they  will  not  get  im- 
patient, but  will  put  a  brake  on  their  patrons' 
desire  to  sell  until  the  corn  is  fit  to  handle  with- 
out throwing  unreasonable  chances  for  loss  upon 
the  dealei . 

THE    SOUTHWEST    STILL  IN 
TROUBLE. 

It  seems  remarkable  that  in  spite  of  the  in- 
tense friction  caused  by  the  present  rule  govern- 
ing deliveries  of  cash  grain  at  Kansas  City,  and 
the  palpably  gross  unfairness  of  that  rule,  which 
throws  all  the  burden  of  delay,  over  which  he 
has  no  control,  upon  the  seller,  that  the  Kansas 
City  Board  does  not  take  some  decisive  step  to 
protect  shippers  to  that  market.  It  is  a  pre- 
posterous proposition  that  the  terminal  elevator 
men  should  dictate  to  the  market  their  jug-han- 
dled buying  terms  which  mean  a  possible  loss 
to  every  shipper,  notwithstanding  the  shipper 
may  fulfill  promptly  every  business  obligation 
required  of  him  according  to  the  rules  of  other 
similar  markets.  Similar  indifiference  to  the 
rights  of  shippers  by  any  other  exchange  in  this 
country  would  be  considered  a  reflection  upon 
the  integrity  of  and  would  be  disastrous  to  that 
market;  and  it  will  in  time  undoubtedly  injure 
Kansas  City's  trade.  Such,  in  fact,  can  be  the 
only  logical  outcome  of  the  continuance  of  such 
a  condition  of  things  as  was  disclosed  by  Mr. 
Smiley  in  his  address  at  St.  Joseph,  printed  else- 
where, as  existing  in  Kansas  City  and  without 
serious  protest  by  receivers  and  commission 
men.  It  looks  as  if  the  indifference  of  the 
Board  to  the  effects  of  the  operation  of  its  de- 
livery rule  and  the  desperate  railway  situation 
must  drive  away  from  Kansas  City  every  grain 
shipper  who  can  possibly  send  his  grain  else- 
where. The  Kansas  City  Board  should  wake  up 
and  Iqek  after  its  friends  and  their  interests. 

/      INSPECTION  AGAIN. 

/  The  alleged  greed  of  the  elevators  manufac- 
turing contract  wheat  and  oats  has  again  pro- 
jected the  inspection  question  into  the  open  of 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  criticism,  the  nature 
of  which  is  outlined  in  the  letter  and  interview 
printed  elsewhere.  The  Board  has  gone  at 
the  question  tliis  time  in  a  new  way.  Instead 
of  holding  meetings  of  the  go-as-you-please  sort, 
tlie  committee  appointed  by  President  Chandler 
to  make  an  investigation  has  been  holding  ses- 
sions behind  closed  doors,  at  which  experts  have 
been  examined  whose  testimony  the  committee 
will  make  the  basis  of  a  subsequent  report. 

This  investigation  is  apropos  for  more  rea- 
sons than  one.  The  Chief  Grain  Inspectors' 
Association,  in  view  of  the  reappearance  of 
Senator  McCumber's  bill  to  create  a  national 
system  of  inspection,  has  renewed  its  suggestion 
of  the  adoption  by  grain  exchanges  of  its  de- 
scriptions of  uniform  contract  grades  formulated 
by  that  association  at  Peoria  (1902)  and  Min- 
neapolis (1903),  to  which  grades  the  Commer- 
cial Exchange  of  Philadelphia  and  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Cincinnati,  at  least,  have  al- 
ready consented.  Baltimore  also  is  favorable  to 
the  grades  not  inconsistnet  with  local  conditions 
that  cannot  be  ignored.  But  at  Chicago,  so 
strong  is  the  general  dislike  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  inspection,  the  directors,  while  willing 
to  assent  to  the  Chief  Inspectors'  grades  only 
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so  far  as  to  agree  that  No.  2  corn  should  be  the 
same  in  all  the  markets,  have  gone  to  the  length 
of  instructing  the  Board's  delegates  to  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Trade  convention  to  be  held  in 
January  to  favor  the  principle  of  "national  in- 
spection of  grain,"  repeating  tlic  action  taken  by 
the  directory  a  year  ago. 

With  all  due  respect  to  opinions  founded  on 
so  much  experience  and  information,  this  posi- 
tion of  the  directory  may  be  a  mistake.  If  it 
is  agreed  that  No.  2  corn  should  be  the  same 
thing  in  every  market,  the  contract  grades  of 
wheat,  oats,  etc.,  could  also  be  the  same ;  and 
these  grades  can  be  made  uniform  simply  by 
the  agreement  thereto  of  the  exchanges,  and 
without  interference  with  local  conditions. 

It  seems  a  mistake  also,  which  it  is  be- 
lieved the  actual  receivers  on  the  Board  would 
not  generally  indorse,  for  the  directory  to  offi- 
cially approve  the  principle  of  government  med- 
dHng  with  the  inspection;  for  while  federal 
control  of  inspection  would  be  less  objectionable 
than  state  control,  the  trade  generally  is  most 
certainly  opposed  to  state  or  federal  control.  It 
may  be  impossible  to  abolish  the  half  dozen  state 
inspection  departments  now  in  existence ;  but 
it  is  net  fair  nor  neighborly  that  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  her  own  incubus  Chicago  should  do  any- 
thing likely  to  saddle  on  the  free  markets  a 
system  they  are  opposed  to.  Nor  is  it  consistent ; 
for  if  the  Chief  Inspectors'  scheme  of  uniform 
grades  would  be  impossible  or  visionary  or 
objectionable,  if  adopted  by  the  exchanges,  is  it 
expected  that  a  national  system  of  inspection 
would  be  less  objectionable?  It  certainly  would 
be  uniform ;  but  it  would  not  be  a  flexible  uni- 
formity such  as  would  be  attainable  by  exchange 
agreements  on  grades  which  might  be  modified 
by  the  exchanges  without  the  necessity  of  un- 
winding official  red  tape.  > 

THE  SEED  DONATION;/^ 

Because  last  year's  distribution  of  seeds  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  was  generally  re- 
garded as  the  worst  on  record,  this  year  the 
distribution,  now  in  progress,  will  be  on  a  still 
larger  scale.  The  explanation  by  the  Secretary, 
in  his  annual  report  to  Congress,  that — 

"in  order  to  protect  the  Department,  its  inspectors 
are  constantly  in  the  tield  during  the  growing  sea- 
son, looking  after  the  crops  grown  for  the  Depart- 
ment's use;"  that  "by  judiciously  placing  orders  for 
seed  the  Department  seeks  also  to  encourage  home 
industries,  orders  being  placed  with  American  grow- 
ers wherever  possible;"  and  that  "special  attention 
has  been  given  to  securing  improved  varieties  for 
general  distribution," — 

will  hardly  disguise  the  fact  that  all  such  apolo- 
gies are  merely  begging  the  question.  The  dis- 
tribution is  in  its  essence  a  fraud  of  which  Con- 
gress ought  to  be  profoundly  ashamed. 

It  is  a  hopeful  sign  that  many  farmers'  organ- 
izations of  the  right  sort,  made  up  of  sane  men 
who  would  be  as  slow  to  accept  alms  from  the 
government  as  to  ask  it  of  their  neiglibors. 
are  becoming  more  and  more  outspoken  against 
this  fake,  realizing,  as  they  do,  its  real  character 
as  a  petty  bribe  or  a  method  for  congressmen 
to  make  the  pretense  of  personal  interest  in  them 
as  individuals  by  remembering  them  at  govern- 
ment expense  with  queer  seeds,  costing  half  a 
cent  a  package  and  of  less  than  corresponding 
value. 


In  view  of  the  work  of  the  experiment  stations, 
this  annual  distribution,  if  it  has  had  a  valid  ex- 
cuse at  any  time  during  the  last  quarter-century, 
is  now  manifestly  obsolete;  and  if  Congress 
were  as  self-respecting  as  it  professes  to  think 
it  is,  it  would  drop  the  business  as  a  common 
Lcandal  and  legislative  indecency. 

VALUE  OF  BILLS  OF  LADING. 

A  case  comes  from  London  via  Montreal 
which  presents  an  unusual  but  rather  important 
question.  A  London  firm  bought  of  a  Mon- 
treal merchant  some  $1,200  worth  of  hay,  pay- 
ing cash  on  the  invoice  attached  to  B-L.  The 
Ivuy  did  not  arrive ;  and  it  subsequently  trans- 
pired that  although  the  B-L  had  been  regularly 
issued  by  the  carrier,  the  hay  had  never,  in  fact, 
been  shipped  or  offered  for  shipment.  The  Lon- 
don buyer  then  presented  a  claim  to  the  carrier 
issuing  the  B-L.,  a  Canadian  railway,  which 
promptly  repudiated  responsibility  for  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  Londoner,  although  not  deny- 
mg  the  authenticity  or  regularity  of  the  B-L. 
One  wonders  what  kind  of  business  the  railway 
management  considers  it,  to  issue  B-L's  on 
goods  not  in  sight.  The  loss  may  not,  perhaps, 
though  this  is  doubtful,  constitute  even  under 
the  circumstances  a  legal  claim  against  the  rail- 
way ;  but  it  certainly  is  an  equitable  one ;  and 
tills  violation  of  the  commonest  of  prudential 
principles  should  be  punished  by  exemplary 
damages,  if  none  other. 

THE  CANADIAN  SITUATION. 

The  logical  results  of  the  new  "Grain  Act" 
of  Manitoba'  have  appeared  much  sooner  than 
there  w|1e  reason  to  anticipate  them.  In  spite 
of  t]0^ facts  that  elevator  capacity  in  the  prov- 
ilftes  has  increased  during  the  year  and  that  the 
crop  of  1903  was  materially  less  than  that  of 
1902,  while  the  C.  P.  Ry.  at  least  has  increased 
its  equipment  of  cars,  the  grain  trade  of  Mani- 
toba and  the  West  has  reached  a  crisis,  and  the 
business  of  the  elevators  has  come  to  a  stand- 
still for  want  of  cars. 

In  commenting  in  these  columns,  in  the  Octo- 
ber number,  on  the  proposed  amendments  to  the 
Act,  it  was  said  the  Act  tended  to  clog  the  entire 
system  of  moving  grain.  The  writer  was  more 
of  a  prophet  than  he  dreamed ;  for  the  system 
has  been  clogged  and  exactly  in  the  way  he 
predicted  it  might  be. 

Although  the  grain  elevator  may  have  wait- 
ing to  ship  the  grain  of  many  farmers  who 
prefer  to  sell  to  the  elevator  or  may  be  too  far 
from  the  railroad  to  be  in  a  position  to  ship 
on  their  own  accounts,  nevertheless  the  elevator 
stands,  as  to  car  service,  exactly  on  a  parity  with 
the  farmer  who  has  but  a  single  carload — be  one 
on  a  list  of  say  fifty,  of  whom  the  other  49  are 
farmers.  This  sounds  like  fairness  to  all ;  but 
in  practice  it  has  worked  in  the  way  described 
by  the  Winnipeg  "Commercial"  : 

It  can  be  readily  shown  how  this  regulation  is 
accountable  for  the  car  shortage.  Under  the  old 
system  a  train  load  of  cars  could  be  sent  out  of 
Winnipeg  in  the  morning,  and  these  cars  would  be 
distributed  to  the  elevators  along  the  line.  By 
the  time  the  locomotive  had  reached  the  end  of  the 
run  these  cars  would  be  loaded  with  wheat.  The 
locomotive  would  return  almost  immediately  and 
pick  up  the  loaded  cars.  Under  the  present  system 
the  cars  are  distributed  to  individual  farmers.  In- 
stead of  having  the  cars  loaded  in  a  few  minutes,  as 


they  would  be  if  given  to  the  elevators,  the  railway 
company  must  notify  each  farmer  that  the  car  is 
ready  for  him,  which  is  in  itself  an  unreasonable 
obligation  and  one  wljich  causes  great  delay,  as 
many  of  the  farmers  reside  some  distance  from  the 
shipping  points.  Then,  after  this  notification,  the 
farmer  can  wait  24  hours,  and  then  perhaps  decide 
that  he  will  not  load  the  car  at  all.  The  next  appli- 
cant on  the  list  is  then  entitled  to  the  car,  and  the 
same  routine  of  notification  and  waiting  for  the 
loading  is  repeated. 

The  upshot  of  the  matter  is,  the  C.  P.  Ry. 
car  service  is  totally  disoi'ganized ;  the  elevators 
are  full  to  the  eaves ;  and  buyers  have  been 
withdrawn  from  the  towns  until  the  pressure 
by  farmers  for  cars  is  relieved.  Meantime,  not 
content  with  the  disorder  thus  created,  the  kick- 
ers among  the  farmers  who  have  been  "hoist 
by  their  own  petard"  are  passing  resolutions 
demanding  more  cars  and  more  legislation, 
while  the  innocent  farmers  who  would  like  to 
sell  to  the  elevator  and  get  the  cash  (and  these 
are  in  the  majority)  are  without  markets  for  the 
time  being. 

PHILLIPS  ON  BUCKET-SHOPS. 

We  reprint  in  another  column  a  circular  by 
Geo.  H.  Phillips  commenting  on  the  recent  opin- 
ion on  bucket-shopping  by  Judge  Shiras  of  the 
United  States  Court  of  Appeals  at  Dubuque. 
Not  that  Mr.  Phillips'  argument  is  new ;  but 
he  presents  the  c[uestion  in  a  new  form,  in  some 
respects,  which  adds  strength  to  the  argument 
on  behalf  of  the  legitimacy  of  all  transactions 
on  exchanges  and  the  illegitimacy  of  transac- 
tions in  bucket-shops. 

While  these  arguments  are  really  unassailable 
per  se,  the  difficulty  has  been,  as  before  re- 
marked in  these  columns,  to  make  judges  see  the 
characteristic  differences  between  deals  on  the 
commercial  exchanges  that  are  tainted  with  the 
spirit,  tho'  not  the  form,  of  gambling,  as  many 
deals  undoubtedly  are,  and  deals  that  are  wholly 
gambling,  in  form  and  intent,  like  those  of  a 
bucket-shop.  It  all  seems  very  clear  to  Mr. 
Phillips  and  the  rest  of  the  trade ;  but  somehow 
the  Board's  lawyers  could  not  make  this  differ- 
ence clear  to  Judge  Shiras. 

It  is  useless  to  "swear  at  the  court"'  or  to  cast 
ironical  bricks  at  the  kind  of  thinking  disclosed 
by  the  decision  itself.  The  judge  having  the 
"advantage  in  repartee,"  so  to  say,  it  would  be 
more  profitable  for  the  experts  to  chip  in  their 
ideas  and  help  the  Board's  attorneys  to  get  up 
an  argument  which  the  defendant's  counsel  can't 
reduce  to  the  consistency  of  30  cents. 

NEARLY  THE  LIMIT. 

The  petty  steaHngs  of  grain  in  the  yards  of 
our  Mississippi  Valley  terminals  are  annoying 
and  expensive  in  their  sum  total ;  but,  after  all, 
lor  real  artistic  jobs,  one  must  go,  it  seems,  to 
the  Pacific  Coast.  Not  to  recall  the  wholesale 
spiriting  away  of  warehoused  grain  by  a  San 
Francisco  company,  the  yardmaster  in  a  railway 
terminal  on  the  Sound  now  confesses,  having 
been  detected,  to  an  attempt  to  make  way  with 
an  entire  carload  of  wheat  as  a  single  lot,  an 
effort  which  failed  only  because  the  steamer  that 
was  to  carry  it  away  did  not  arrive  before  the 
grain  was  located  and  recovered.  It  is  pretty 
hard  to  say  where  the  possibilities  of  grain 
thievery  end,  given  the  opportunity. 
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Frank  Barry  having  resigned  as  commis- 
sioner of  the  National  Board  of  Trade,  John  B. 
Daish,  counsel  for  the  National  Hay  Associa- 
tion, has  consented  to  serve  temporarily  or 
until  the  January  meeting. 

Pope  &  Eckhardt  Co.'s  circular  characterizes 
the  Chicago  wheat  market  as  in  the  hands  of 
the  "dairymen."  Relying  on  the  newspaper  es- 
timates of  the  amount  of  the  recent  "milkings" 
of  the  talent,  the  term  may  be  said  to  be  pecu- 
liarly appropriate. 

The  courts  at  Superior  have  ruled  that  rail- 
road elevators  are  not  necessarily  used  in  the 
operation  of  railroads  and  are  therefore  subject 
to  assessment  for  local  taxation  independently 
of  the  state  system  of  taxing  railroad  property. 
The  decision  will  stimulate  winter  storage  in 
vessels  in  the  harbor. 

Secretary  Goodrich  (Winchester,  Ind.)  of  tlie 
National  Hay  Association  has  issued  in  pam- 
phlet form  a  verbatim  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  association's  late  convention,  to  which  is 
appended  a  list  of  members  to-day,  as  well  as  a 
copy  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws.  It  makes 
mighty  good  reading  for  hay  dealers. 

Some  of  our  readers  contribute  a  few  sug- 
gestions this  month  on  the  shortage  question. 
It  is  always  with  us,  and,  perhaps,  always  will 
be.  It  is  hard  to  say  anything  new  about  it ; 
but  if  the  reader  who  sufifers  will  only  lay  to 
heart  and  act  upon  some  of  the  suggestions 
made  by  our  correspondents  he  will  certainly  do 
himself  good. 

The  Kansas  City  Board  of  Trade  has  finally 
adopted  unanimously  a  rule  permitting  its  mem- 
bers to  join  the  Grain  Dealers'  National  Asso- 
ciation. Kansas  City  has  been  somewhat  slow 
in  coming  forward  to  this  point;  but  let  it  be 
lioped  her  people  will  now  make  up  for  the  lost 
time  by  forwarding  to  Secretary  Stibbens  ap- 
plications from  the  entire  Board  to  a  man. 

A  Canadian  judge  at  Winnipeg  recently 
awarded  a  shipper  damages  for  the  loss  of  500 
bushels  from  a  load  of  about  1,300  bushels  of 
wheat  shipped  in  a  sound  car,  of  which  the  rail- 
road delivered  but  about  800  at  Port  Arthur, 
with  no  explanation  for  the  shortage.  This  is 
not  an  impossible  judgment  anywhere  in  this 
country  if  the  loser  will  press  and  substantiate 
his  claim.   

Elevator  fires  are  so  numerous  as  to  indicate 
lack  of  due  care  on  the  part  of  owners.  Doubt- 
less sufferers  from  fire  will  resent  this  insinu- 
ation ;  yet  we  are  sure  the  owner  of  one  at 
Greensburg,  Ind.,  will  confess  there  is  some 
justification  for  this  reminder.  In  this  case  a  lot 
of  loose  straw,  sweepings  from  cars,  lying  along 
the  track,  took  fire  from  a  passing  locomotive 
the  other  day  and  set  fire  to  the  elevator  which 
was  saved  only  by  the  prompt  response  of  the 
bucket  brigade.    Is  it  captious  to  say  that  sound 


prudence  will  always  remove  such  inflammable 
litter  from  the  proximity  of  the  premises  ? 

The  series  of  annual  meetings  of  the  state  grain 
dealers'  associations  for  1904  will  begin  with 
that  of  the  Indiana  Grain  Dealers'  Association 
at  Indianapolis  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
January  6  and  7,  at  the  Claypool  Hotel.  The 
Indiana  association  has  in  recent  years  grown 
influential  and  beneficial  to  the  trade ;  and  its 
members  ought  to  be  glad  of  this  opportunity 
to  get  together  personally  again. 

The  Illinois  Civil  Service  Association,  which 
£it  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  failed  by 
crie  vote  only  of  securing  the  passage  of  a 
civil  service  law  to  control  Illinois  state  em- 
ployes of  all  sorts,  solicits  memberships  from  the 
grain  trade  at  $2  dues  per  annum.  This  appeal 
is  indorsed  by  the  legislative  committee  of  the 
Illinois  association,  who  are  in  position  to  know 
that  the  Civil  Service  Association  merits  the 
support  asked.  

More  than  forty  years  ago  a  review  writer, 
commenting  on  the  then  current  saying  that 
"Cotton  is  King,"  a  shibboleth  which  for  long 
years  did  questionable  political  duty,  pointed  out 
that  the  hay  crop  of  the  North  alone  then  was 
worth  in  cash  more  than  the  cotton  crop.  It 
still  is ;  and  furnishes  infinitely  more  tonnage  to 
railroads,  from  whom  the  hay  business  deserves 
more  consideration  than  it  generally  gets  on 
rates  or  accommodations. 


A  bank  cashier  of  an  Illmois  country  bank 
came  to  grief  recently  and  is  now  in  the  Cook 
County  jail  on  a  charge  of  wrecking  the  bank 
by  losing  speculations  on  the  Chicago  Board. 
Some  Chicago  commission  men  are  aware  that 
certain  state  courts  have  held  brokers  responsi- 
ble to  the  bank  for  such  peculations  by  bank 
officials,  and  habitually  refuse  all  accounts  of 
bank  or  other  public  or  semi-public  custodians 
of  moneys.  If  all  would  do  so  the  number  of 
bank  defalcations  by  speculators  might  be  ma- 
terially reduced. 

Both  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  and  the  Erie 
canals  did  an  unusual  amount  of  business  dur- 
ing the  season  just  closed  in  handling  both 
grain  and  other  freight,  and  thus  they  continue 
in  spite  of  many  handicaps  to  demonstrate  their 
usefulness  to  the  shipping  public.  It  is  a  petty 
economy,  especially  in  Illinois,  that  would  per- 
mit the  closing  of  the  I.  &  M.  Canal  merely  be- 
cause its  own  books  show  a  losing  business  with- 
out casting  into  the  balance  the  money  its  in- 
fluence on  Illinois  freight  rates  has  put  into  the 
pockets  of  Illinois  shippers. 

In  addition  to  voting  practically  unanimously 
for  the  greater  Erie  Canal,  New  York,  through 
the  Produce  Exchange,  is  now  at  work  modern- 
izing the  agreement  (now  nearly  twenty  years 
old)  with  the  railways  entering  that  port  rela- 
tive to  the  inspection,  grading,  consolidation, 
storage,  delivery,  etc.,  of  grain  reaching  sea- 
board by  rail.  Among  the  reforms  proposed 
is  the  lengthening  of  the  period  of  free  storage, 
as  well  as  modifying  the  storage  charges  and 
making  the  railroads  responsible  for  putting 
grain  alongside.  New  York  has  finally  waked 
up  to  the  fact  that  there  are  other  out-ports  for 


grain ;  and  that  if  she  wants  to  continue  han- 
dling grain  and  flour  she  has  got  to  make  at- 
tractive bids  for  the  business. 

The  National  Board  of  Trade  which  will  hold 
its  annual  meeting  in  January  is  now  composed 
of  60  boards  of  trade  and  half  a  dozen  or  more 
trade  organizations,  including  the  Grain  Dealers' 
National  Association.  The  National  Board  of 
Trade  was  a  consistent  friend  of  the  Elkins  law, 
and  is  still  interested  in  the  amendments  pro- 
posed to  remedy  the  defects  of  that  law  which 
still  permits  discrimination  between  localities 
and  the  classifications  of  freight. 

The  only  pipe-dreams  are  those  "the  other 
fellow"  has.  For  example,  one  of  the  speakers 
at  the  late  meeting  of  the  farmers  at  Chicago, 
a  Chicago  Board  man  in  good  standing,  who  is 
promoting  a  $50,000,000  farmers'  company  to 
handle  grain  and  divert  it  from  the  hands  of  the 
[other?]  middlemen,  referred  appropriately  to 
the  visions  of  men  of  the  past  who  had  been 
bent  on  the  same  mission  as  himself  and  had 
failed;  and  then  proposed  "a  key  to  the  situa- 
tion" that  looks  mightily  like  an  unadulterated 
case  of  lijitting  the  dope.  Perhaps  it  is  not ; 
but,  by  jiminy-krickets,  it  looks  like  it. 

By  "keeping  everlastingly  at  it"  Mr.  Reed  of 
Boston  has  the  satisfaction  now  of  seeing  the 
New  England  Grain  Dealers'  Association 
launched  with  30  to  40  charter  members — a 
number  which  E.  P.  Knight  of  Boston  writes  a 
western  shipper  he  expects  to  see  increased  be- 
fore May  to  200  or  300.  Then,  he  adds,  a  gen- 
eral meeting  will  be  called  to  elect  permanent 
officers.  The  outlook  is  fine ;  and  as  the  new  as- 
sociation will  afifiliate  with  the  National,  its 
moral  effect  cannot  fail  to  be  of  immense  bene- 
fit, not  merely  to  New  England  but  to  western 
shippers  to  that  market. 

The  president  of  the  Territorial  Grain  Grow- 
ers' Association  of  the  Northwest,  congratulat- 
ing the  association  in  an  open  letter  on  the 
amendment,  at  the  instance  of  that  association, 
of  the  Grain  Act,  without  reference,  however, 
to  the  results  elsewhere  referred  to,  now  urges 
the  association  to  take  up  the  work  of  revising 
the  inspection  act  which  he  says  has  been  en- 
acted at  the  instance  of  the  Grain  Exchange  and 
which  makes  the  grades  too  high.  If  there  is 
any  other  debauchery  of  the  Canadian  grain 
trade  the  grain  growers  want  Pres.  ^Motherwell 
will  doubtless  be  glad  to  entertain  a  motion  to 
consider  it  at  the  annual  meeting  at  Regina  to- 
day or  to-morrow,  December  15  or  16. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  Secretary  Shaw  and 
Senator  Hanna,  both  of  whom  take  a  straight 
cut  to  the  subsidy  prescription,  that  the  "Pro- 
tectionist," the  organ  of  the  Home  Market  Club 
of  Boston  and  representative  of  the  real  Brah- 
man class  of  protectionists,  opposes  the  doctrine 
of  ship  subsidies,  having  found  by  direct  in- 
quiry among  those  interested  that  77  per  cent 
of  such  opinion  favors  navigation  laws  and  not 
subsidies  as  the  better  method  of  regulating 
commerce  for  the  benefit  of  the  shipping  inter- 
ests. It  is  true  this  system  has  not  hitherto 
been  very  successful  in  rebuilding  our  merchant 
marine  engaged  in  the  international  trade;  but 
rothing  could  be  much  worse  than  subsidy  pap 
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ladled  out  to  shipping  corporations,  already 
overfed,  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  their 
nionopolistic  hold  on  trade. 

Barley-oats  mixtures  have  fallen  into  dis- 
favor of  late  down  East.  The  oats  men  here 
said  the  trouble  is  the  barley  is  bad :  has  a 
fungus  growth  of  poisonous  character  that  made 
horses  sick;  while  the  defenders  of  barley  do 
not  hesitate  to  charge  that  the  current  system 
and  practice  of  doctoring  unsound  oats  is  more 
likely  to  be  the  seat  of  the  trouble.  But  a 
western  grain  man  back  from  the  East  gives  an 
entirely  original  and  satisfactory  explanation : 
E'astern  horses  draw  the  line  at  the  current  per- 
centage of  barley  in  the  mix.  They  accept 
without  a  murmur  oats  so  closely  clipped  that 
they  can  neither  chew  nor  digest  them ;  but 
when  it  comes  to  mixing  60  per  cent  of  barley 
with  a  liberal  quantity  of  rotten  oats  in 
v.'ith  the  good,  the  aristocratic  down-east  horse 
balks  on  his  feed  and  declares  that  the  science 
of  making  barley  mixiures  has  crossed  his  line 
of  tolerance ;  and  perhaps  he  is  right.  Cer- 
tainly the  line  ought  to  be  draw'^n  somewhere. 

In  commenting  on  the  boycott  of  the  C.  G.  W. 
Ry.,  rather  foolishly  proposed  by  the  Kansas 
City  grain  men,  in  retaliation  for  its  first  an- 
nounced grain  rate  out  of  Omaha,  a  railway 
journal  suggests  that,  "The  railroads  running 
into  Kansas  City  or  any  other  point  have  a 
much  larger  interest  in  maintaining  and  en- 
couraging the  legitimate  traffic  of  the  place  than 
any  organization  representing  a  single  indus- 
try." But  sometimes  they  show  a  surprising 
density  of  appreciation  of  conditions.  For  ex- 
ample, the  continued  neglect  by  the  roads  there 
to  provide  hold  tracks  for  the  inspection  of 
grain,  as  a  substitute  for  the  present  system  of 
setting  out  grain  cars  anywhere  and  in  such 
manner  as  to  compel  inspectors  to  search 
through  yards  ten  or  twelve  miles  long  and  of 
indefinite  width  to  find  them,  may  indicate  a 
"larger  interest  in  encouraging"  grain  traffic 
than  the  proposals  of  shippers  who  suffer  loss 
through  such  a  stupid  system;  but  only  one 
looking  through  the  narrow  spectacles  of  know- 
it-all  railway  managers  will  be  able  to  see  the 
encouragement  to  business  such  system  offers ; 
yet  this  abuse  of  power  has  been  of  long  and 
aggravated  continuance. 

Now  that  Omaha  has  hopes  of  becoming  a 
terminal  for  grain,  her  newspapers  have  begun 
a  clamor  for  state  regulation  of  all  the  func- 
tions of  the  terminal :  laws  regulating  storage, 
inspection,  terminal  charges,  etc.  No  doubt 
tiiere  ought  to  be  some  legal  determinations  of 
storage  rights  and  duties ;  but  the  trade  in 
Omaha  as  elsewhere  should  be  warned  against 
the  multiplication  of  red-tape  regulations  con- 
trolling details  that  are  better  regulated  by 
grain  exchanges  themselves,  because  these  are 
governed  by  the  men  interested,  whose  rules 
are  flexible  and  under  their  own  direct  control 
and  not  that  of  outsiders  whose  interests,  if  any, 
m  the  subject  matter  of  legal  restrictions  are 
more  likely  to  be  inimical  than  fair.  There  are 
a  lot  of  people  in  this  world  who  think  all  the 
good  in  it  is  the  result  of  law  making;  which 
explains  the  habit  of  bucolic  legislators  to  tam- 
per with  a  multitude  of  mattery  of  which  tbey 
are  profoundly  ignorant,  among  which  are  laws 


directing  the  details  of  commerce  and  trade,  the 
desire  to  meddle  with  which  is  usual  in  indirect 
ratio  to  their  qualifications  therefor.  Let  the 
trade  alone,  should  be  the  policy  of  the  wise ; 
it  wiii  take  care  of  itself  and  compel  its  mem- 
bers to  be  honest  if  allowed  by  the  laws  to  do  so. 

Which  is  king — iron  or  agrictulture  ?  Iron 
parades  itself  as  such  in  borrowed  royal  livery. 
Yet  the  value  of  the  hay,  corn,  wheat,  oats  and 
(:(.>tton  alone  represented  a  value  in  1902  of  over 
$2,620,000,000.  Nevertheless,  in  order  to 
bolster  up  the  declining  business  of  the  steel  cor- 
poration, the  railways  have  the  amazing  effront- 
ery to  reduce  freights  on  steel  one-third  to  en- 
able the  corporation  to  sell  its  stuff  abroad,  and 
at  the  same  time  have  advanced  the  rates  on 
grain.  In  other  words,  to  enable  the  steel  cor- 
poration to  continue  to  pay  some  kind  of  divi- 
dends on  its  oceans  of  water  and  interest  on  its 
floods  of  securities,  the  railways  have  begun 
undisguisedly  to  discriminate  in  its  favor  by 
taxing  grain  growers  and  millers  for  its  bene- 
fit. "It  is  discouraging  and  exasperating  for  the 
American  grain  grower,  whose  industry  is  the 
mainstay  of  the  nation's  prosperity,  to  know 
that  the  railroads  are  taxing  him  to  provide  a 
part  of  the  money  which  they  are  contributing 
to  the  support  of  the  men  engaged  in  another 
industry,"  says  the  Tribune.  "Business  would 
be  greatly  depressed  were  it  not  for  this  year's 
big  crops.  The  farmers  are  punished  for  their 
labors  by  railroad  discriminations." 

We  have  reproduced  elsewhere  Secretary 
Wroth's  (Baltimore)  rather  pessimistic  view  of 
the  future  export  grain  trade  of  the  country  as 
a  document  of  interest.  There  is  no  mistaking 
the  fact  that  there  has  been  an  enormous  de- 
crease in  grain  exports  durmg  the  past  year. 
There  are  reasons  therefor,  mainly  of  price,  in 
the  first  instance;  but  so  long  as  our  own  con- 
sumption is  great  enough  to  maintain  prices 
at  figures  profitable  to  the  growers,  one  does  not 
quite  see  the  need  of  worry,  except  from  the  ex- 
porter's point  of  view.  It  is  only  when  the 
price  declines  and  we  are  only  able  to  export 
at  a  price  unprofitable  to  the  growers  that  a 
pinch  is  likely  to  be  felt.  Is  such  a  condition 
likely  to  obtain?  It  is  not  impossible.  Modern 
agricultural  devices  and  machinery  ought  event- 
ually to  seep  into  European  wheat  and  corn 
farms,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  development  of 
the  farm  lands  of  Canada  and  the  Argentine 
must  sooner  or  later  affect  our  export  trade. 
Europe's  power  of  consumption  is  limited  and 
vvill  not  be  increased  materially  without  an  ap- 
preciable betterment  of  social  and  pecuniary 
conditions  there  not  now  visible  on  the  Conti- 
nent. There  is,  therefore,  likely  to  be  a  sharp 
competition  for  the  business  of  the  old  markets ; 
or  else  Americans  must  find  new  outlets.  From 
the  competition  there  is,  we  believe,  no  possible 
escape ;  nor  does  the  possibility  of  finding  new 
markets  greatly  impress  one  who  looks  over  the 
field  deliberately.  The  Orange  Judd  Farmer's 
project  of  forcing  a  market  by  annexing  all  the 
Indians  and  mixed  races  as  well  as  our  Cana- 
dian friends, — "God  speed  the  day  when  the 
American  flag  waves  over  one  united,  prosper- 
ous, happy  and  virtuous  people  from  the  isth- 
mus to  the  pole,", — has  a  spread-eagle  twang, 
but  it  is  not  conclusive  by  any  means.  Even 


Mr.  Flill's  chase  for  the  illusive  cent's  worth  of 
American  flour  per  Chinaman  per  day  to  be 
eaten  in  China  shows  at  this  moment  a  more 
substantial  business  basis.  But  the  more  prac- 
ticable policy  would  seem  to  be  an  attempt  to 
open  markets  by  reciprocal  lowerings  of  our 
own  tariff  bars  that  shall  make  it  more  profit- 
able for  Great  Britain  and  Europe  to  come  to 
the  North  American  continent  for  food  than 
to  go  to  Russia  or  South  America.  This  policy 
has  no  real  economic  objections,  nor  political 
ones  such  as  making  voting  citizens  of  tropical 
peoples ;  and  is,  in  fact,  a  policy  the  people  of 
the  United  States  would  gladly  see  carried  out. 
And  it  might  be  possible  but  for  the  personal 
interests  that  are  permitted  to  throttle  reci- 
procity in  the  United  States  Senate. 

The  refusal  of  the  Santa  Fe  road  in  Kansas 
to  grant  sites  to  farmers'  co-operative  elevators 
at  certain  towns  has  projected  into  the  field  of 
agitation  in  that  state  a  new  nut  for  the  state 
officials  and  courts  and  the  railways  to  crack. 
The  railway  assigned  as  its  reason  for  said  re- 
fusal that  at  Spearville,  Abbeyville  and  Zenith, 
the  points  at  issue,  there  are  now  adequate  ele- 
vator facilities  for  all  the  business  in  grain  done 
at  those  stations,  which  is  doubtless  true.  To 
this  it  is  replied,  however,  that  the  said  company 
is  unable  to  supply  cars  to  handle  the  grain 
that  is  brought  to  the  stations  named,  and  that 
the  complainants  (shareholders  in  co-operative 
companies)  are  excluded  from  the  use  of  the 
elevators  existing  at  said  points,  which  are  pri- 
vate property  and  used  only  for  the  handling 
and  storing  of  grain  of  their  owners,  etc. ;  there- 
fore they  pray  that  the  Railroad  Commission- 
ers shall  direct  the  railway  company  to  provide 
suitable  facilities  for  receiving  and  handling 
grain  for  shipment,  etc. ;  in  short,  to  ^build  ele- 
vators for  the  public  use  when  shipping.  It  is 
said  that  this  point  has  already  been  passed 
upon  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin,  and 
that  said  court  has  held  that  while  railroads 
operating  in  that  state  may  foi-bid  the  construc- 
tion of  elevators  on  their  right  of  way,  yet  they 
are  required  to  provide  accommodations  for  the 
handling  of  grain  the  same  as  for  other  classes 
of  freight.  We  have  been  unable  to  find  this 
decision  after  a  somewhat  careful  search  of  a 
digest  of  Wisconsin  decisions,  and  would  be 
glad  to  have  any  one  refer  us  to  the  case.  But, 
as  remarked  in  these  columns  a  month  ago,  the 
idea  that  railways  may  yet  be  required  to  take 
this  step  of  providing  elevators  as  they  do  pack- 
age freight  houses  is  not  a  new  one.  In  prac- 
tice, however,  we  believe  it  would  be  as  disas- 
trous to  the  economic  handling  of  grain  as  it 
would  be  to  railway  incomes ;  but  it  is  not  im- 
possible that  the  arbitrary  refusal  of  the  roads 
to  recognize  farmers'  companies  (which,  though 
objectionable  perhaps  as  shippers  and  certainly 
a?  competitors,  have  nevertheless  all  the  legal 
rights  of  citizens  and  shippers)  and  the  attempt 
to  defeat  the  Elkins  law  by  granting  rebates  to 
certain  shippers  under  the  guise  of  payments 
for  services  rendered,  may  force  the  question 
to  a  judicial  or  legislative  finish  and  do  the  grain 
trade,  both  at  the  country  stations,  as  well  as  at 
the  terminals,  incalculable  damage.  There  are 
more  ways  than  one  of  fighting  the  co-opera- 
tive elevator;  and  the  way  just  noted  does  not 
seem  to  be  a  successful  one. 
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Brown  &  Gillmer  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  have  just 
placed  an  order  for  a  drier  with  the  Hess  Warm- 
ing &  Ventilating  Co.  of  Chicago. 

G.  A.  Burks,  the  elevator  broker  of  Decatur,  Ills., 
has  sold  23  elevators  during  the  year,  and  has 
several  other  deals  under  way  that  may  be  con- 
summated shortly. 

Perfection  Grain  Drier  Co.,  Chicago,  have  sold  a 
Perfection  Grain  Drier  of  500  bushels  per  hour  ca- 
pacity to  the  Des  Moines  Elevator  Co.  for  their 
house  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

The  N.  P.  Bowsher  Co.  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  are 
mailing  the  trade  a  "tickling"  reminder  of  the 
Bowsher  Feed  Mills.  If  you  have  not  received  one, 
a  post  card  request  will  bring  one  to  you. 

The  Hart  Grain  Weigher  Company  has  been 
granted  a  permit  to  erect  a  four-story  and  basement 
brick  building  as  an  addition  to  its  property  at 
Peoria,  111.    The  improvements  will  cost  $12,000. 

Thomas  Roberts,  manufacturer  of  the  Victory 
Feed  Mill  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  is  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  trade  to  the  good  points  of  the  Victory 
Mill  in  a  catalogue  published  the  first  of  December. 

Secretary  Will  of  the  Steel  Storage  and  Elevator 
Construction  Company,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  has  returned 
to  the  latter  city  from  Canada,  where  his  company 
has  had  a  number  of  important  conti'acts  under 
way. 

The  Skill  in  &  Richards  Mfg.  Co.  of  Chicago  have 
just  placed  on  the  market  a  new  improved  telescop- 
ing spout  which  embodies  entirely  new  features  and 
which  they  claim  is  much  more  easy  of  operation 
than  the  old  style. 

The  December  number  of  "Graphite,"  the  house 
organ  of  the  Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  Jersey  City, 
N.  J.,  marks  the  beginning  of  the  little  paper's  sixth 
year.  The  publication  is  always  interesting  and 
deserving  of  attention. 

The  Stephans-Adamson  Manufacturing  Company 
of  Aurora,  111.,  has  distributed  Catalogue  No.  5,  de- 
voted to  belt  conveyors  and  conveying  systems. 
Elevator  owners  who  are  in  need  of  supplies  in  this 
line  will  find  the  book  an  interesting  one. 

The  Charter  Gas  Engine  Company  of  400  Locust 
St.,  Sterling,  111.,  has  published  a  folder  showing  a 
number  of  different  styles  of  Charter  Gas  and 
Gasoline  Engines,  and  will  mail  a  copy  to  any  one 
who  makes  application  for  it.  The  Charter  Engines 
are  adapted  to  any  situation  where  an  economical 
power  is  desired. 

An  eight-page  folder  issued  by  the  Hall  Distribu- 
tor Company  of  Omaha,  Nebr.,  shows  a  partial  list 
of  users  of  the  Hall  Signaling  Grain  Distributor. 
As  the  company  says,  "Continued  patronage  is  testi- 
mony par  excellence,"  and  the  list  of  prominent 
grain  dealers  in  various  states  using  Hall  Dis- 
tributors is  certainly  large  enough  to  be  convinc- 
ing evidence  of  the  worth  of  the  device. 

The  Garry  Iron  and  Steel  Co.,  Cleveland,  0.,  re- 
cently received  an  order  for  one  of  its  standard 
4,000-pound  capacity  revolving  pneumatic  cranes 
from  the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Ry., 
to  be  used  at  West  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  one  from  the 
Louisiana  &  Arkansas  Railway  Co.,  for  its  Form 
"T"  3,000-pound  Crane,  this  being  the  second  crane 
it  has  furnished  to  this  railway  in  the  last  four 
months. 

The  S.  Howes  Company  of  Silver  Creek,  N.  Y.,  re- 
port that  they  are  very  busy  in  every  department 
of  their  works.  The  demand  upon  them  all  during 
the  summer  for  Eureka  Cleaners  and  Packers  has 
taxed  the  capacity  of  their  extensive  shops  for  the 
past  six  months,  and  now  at  the  beginning  of  the 
usually  dull  season  they  still  have  two  months' 
work  in  hand  which  will  carry  them  well  into  the 
winter.  They  state  that  they  are  receiving  many 
inquiries  and  orde/-s  and  the  prospects  for  the  future 
were  never  brighter.  Instead  of  being  obliged  to 
curtail  the  output  of  the  factory  by  reducing  the 


working  force  or  resorting  to  shorter  hours  during 
the  dull  winter  months,  they  will  be  obliged  to 
operate  at  full  capacity  in  order  to  supply  the  con- 
tinual demand  for  Eureka  machines. 

"Power  Transmission  Economics,"  published  in 
the  interest  of  the  Canadian  department  of  the 
Dodge  Mfg.  Co.,  is  a  bright  little  monthly  filled  from 
cover  to  cover  with  matter  of  interest  to  the  power 
user.  It  is  well  illustrated  and  ably  edited.  The 
last  number  is  especially  interesting,  the  reading 
matter  being  above  the  quality  genei-ally  found  in 
house  organs. 

The  Sidney  Elevator  Mfg.  Co.  of  Sidney,  Ohio, 
whose  passenger  elevators  have  had  a  great  popu- 
larity the  past  year  among  grain  elevators,  is  mov- 
ing into  a  new  building  where  it  will  have  larger 
and  improved  facilities  for  turning  out  work.  They 
will  manufacture  all  kinds  of  handpower  freight  and 
passenger  elevators  and  will  show  the  class  of  work 
which  the  company  does  in  a  new  catalogue  which 
will  appear  about  January  1. 

The  extent  and  magnitude  of  the  business  of  the 
Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  is  exemplified  by 
a  new  catalogue  devoted  to  coal  washing  machin- 
ery, which  is  just  off  the  press.  The  catalogue  con- 
tains 76  pages  and  shows  that  Jeffrey  machinery 
is  in  use  in  most  of  the  large  mines  in  this  and 
foreign  countries.  The  company  manufactures  spe- 
cial machinery  for  conveying  and  handling  grain, 
flour,  cereals,  etc.,  and  issues  special  illustrated 
catalogues  devoted  to  these  lines,  copies  of  which 
may  be  had  for  the  asking. 

Herbert  H.  Rice,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the 
advertising  department  of  the  Nordyke  &  Marmon 
Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  has  resigned  to  accept  a 
position  with  the  O.  L.  Chase  Mercantile  Co.,  a  large 
mail  order  house  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Mr.  Rice 
has  been  succeeded  by  Harmon  W.  Marsh,  a  young 
man  who  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Nordyke 
&  Marmon  Co.  for  nearly  three  years.  Mr.  Marsh 
is  a  modest  young  man,  but  those  who  know  him 
best  assert  that  he  is  a  worthy  successor  to  Mr. 
Rice  and  will  keep  the  Nordyke  &  Marmon  adver- 
tising up  to  the  same  high  standard  as  heretofore. 

C.  A.  McCotter,  secretary  of  the  Grain  Dealers" 
A'ationa]  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  is  sending  out  additional  calendar  pads,  for 
the  coming  six  months,  to  replace  those  used  on 
their  calendars.  In  this  leaflet  enclosed  with  the 
yads  is  the  following  note:  "The  memorandum 
calendar  pad  is  furnished  our  policy-holders  and 
friends  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be  of  some  value, 
contain  some  information  of  benefit  and  act  as  a 
reminder  of  the  company  when  needing  additional 
insurance.  We  are  working  for  the  benefit  of  grain 
dealers  only  and  have  demonstrated  we  can  serve 
them  better  than  any  other  insurance  office." 

The  Hess  Warming  &  Ventilating  Company  of 
Chicago  report  a  most  lively  demand  for  driers  to 
be  used  on  the  new  corn,  which  is  unusually  damp. 
The  corn  in  so  many  states  is  soft  and  immature, 
that  the  driei's  are  proving  immensely  profitable  to 
their  owners,  as  well  as  a  most  effective  insurance 
against  loss  of  grain.  Large  driers  furnished  by 
this  company  the  present  season  have  been  sent  to 
Bartlett,  Frazier  &  Carrington,  Chicago;  Westwego 
Elevator,  New  Orleans;  Updike  Grain  Co.,  Mis- 
souri Valley,  Iowa;  Omaha  Elevator  Co.,  Omaha; 
Duff  Grain  Co.,  Nebraska  City,  Nebr.;  Midland  Ele- 
vator Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Kansas  Grain  Co., 
Hutchinson,  Kans.;  and  Nobbe  Bros.,  Farmersville, 
111.  Other  contracts  have  been  placed,  or  are  pend- 
ing, for  equipments  to  go  to  Indiana,  Tennessee, 
Arkansas,  Kansas,  Missouri,  Iowa,  Nebraska  and 
Illinois.  The  demand  for  kiln  dried  grain  East 
and  abroad  has  made  the  drier  essential  to  every 
up-to-date  elevator  equipment. 


EXPORTS  FROM  ATLANTIC  PORTS. 

The  export  of  breadstuffs,  as  compiled  by  George 
F.  Stone,  secretary'  of  the  Cliicag-o  Hoard  of  Trade, 
from  the  Atlantic  ports  during  the  two  weeks  ending 
Dec.  .">,  i;)03,  as  compared  with  same  weeks  last 
year,  have  been  as  follows: 


Articles. 

For  week  emllng 
Dec.  5     Dec.  6. 

For  week  ending 
Nov.  2».  Nov.  29. 

1903 

1902. 

1903. 

1902. 

Wheal,  bushels  

1,760,000 
930.000 
52.000 
18,000 
4,000 
403,000 

2.241.000 
HH50.000 
128.000 
65,000 
33.000 
413,000 

1,813,000 
1,3-13.000 
72,000 

2,2:il.000 
731, i  00 
367,000 
]  9.5,000 
25,000 
380,100 

3,000 
368,300 

ANTI  -  FREEZING  MIXTURE  FOR 
GASOLINE  ENGINES. 

BY   ALBEKT   STKlTil ATTER. 

Some  two  years  ago  the  writer  called  attention,  in 
the  columns  of  the  "American  Miller,"  to  some  of 
the  special  troubles  which  are  likely  to  be  encoun- 
tered by  gas  engine  operators  with  the  advent  of  cold 
v,-eather.  Among  others,  and  probably  the  most 
common  difficulty  is  the  freezing  of  the  cooling 
water  and  the  bursting  of  the  cylinder  jacket.  If 
the  water  is  not  thoroughly  drained  from  the  cylin- 
der every  evening  when  shutting  the  engine  down,  a 
cracked  cylinder  is  almost  sure  to  be  the  result. 
Many  times  this  occurs  because  the  operator  thinks 
that  it  is  hardly  cold  enough  to  freeze  that  night, 
c'nd  a  sudden  change  in  the  weather  does  the  work. 
Sometimes  the  operator  merely  forgets  to  drain 
the  cylinder,  but  the  result  is  the  same,  whether 
caused  by  lack  of  judgment  or  carelessness.  The 
cracks  resulting  vary.  Sometimes  they  can  be  re- 
paired, but  sometimes  they  require  an  entirely  new 
cylinder.  Many  times  the  engine  cylinder  does  not 
bieak.  but  the  water  circulating  pump  bursts,  or  the 
strain  breaks  the  pump  hanger  or  bends  the  side- 
shaft,  etc. 

Owing  to  the  possibility  of  such  accidents  from 
carelessness,  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  draining  the 
cylinder  is  more  or  less  of  an  annoyance,  the  matter 
of  some  substitute  remedy  has  been  considered 
many  times  by  those  interested  in  gas  and  gasoline 
engines. 

Common  salt  (chloride  of  sodium)  is  sometimes 
used  in  solution  with  the  cooling  water.  Chloride 
of  calcium  is  also  used  for  this  purpose.  While 
these  solutions  will  not  freeze  at  the  temperature  at 
which  water  freezes,  they  will  do  so  if  the  tempera- 
ture gets  low  enough,  and  of  course  it  is  desirable  to 
know  about  what  degree  of  cold  a  mixture  will  with- 
stand before  freezing. 

Pure  water  freezes  at  a  temperature  of  32°  F.  A 
solution  of  pure  water  with  one  per  cent  of  common 
salt  will  freeze  at  31.8°;  with  five  per  cent  of  com- 
mon salt,  at  25.4°;  with  ten  per  cent,  at  18.6°,  and 
with  fifteen  per  cent,  at  12.2°.  A  chloride  of  cal- 
cium solution  of  one  per  cent  reduces  the  freezing 
point  to  31°;  five  per  cent,  to  27.5°;  ten  per  cent,  to 
22°;  fifteen  per  cent,  to  15°,  and  twenty  per  cent, 
tc  5°. 

But  as  the  freezing  point  of  a  solution  is  lowered, 
its  specific  heat  is  also  reduced.  If  the  specific  heat 
of  pure  water  is  regarded  as  1.0,  the  solution  of  one 
per  cent  of  salt  has  a  specific  heat  of  0.992,  and  of 
fifteen  per  cent  of  salt,  a  specific  heat  of  0.855.  The 
one  per  cent  solution  of  calcium  chloride  has  a  spe- 
cific heat  of  0.96G,  and  the  twenty  per  cent  solution, 
0.834.  In  other  words,  while  the  freezing  point  of 
the  twenty  per  cent  solution  of  calcium  chloride 
:s  greatly  reduced,  the  ability  of  the  solution  to 
carry  off  heat  from  the  cylinder  is  also  reduced  by 
about  fifteen  per  cent. 

Another  and  possiblj'  more  satisfactory  way  of 
preventing,  or  delaying,  the  freezing  of  the  cooling 
vi'ater  is  to  use  a  solution  of  glycerine.  Twenty 
per  cent  of  glycerine  is  recommended  as  the  propor- 
tion that  gives  the  best  results.  Ordinary  commer- 
cial glycerine  is  used  and  while  this  solution  is  not 
altogether  satisfactory,  it  is  probably  the  most 
practicable  form  of  anti-freezing  mixture  now  in  use 
lor  gas  engines. 

Of  course,  none  of  these  solutions  will  prevent 
freezing,  and  therefore  none  is  entirely  satisfactory. 
The  best  thing  to  do  is  to  use  care  and  not  trust 
to  luck  that  the  weather  will  not  get  cold  enough  to 
freeze  the  cooling  water  or  the  solution  used.  There 
are  some  air-cooled  engines  on  the  market,  that  is, 
the  cylinder  has  no  water  cooling  jacket,  but  has 
ribs  on  its  outside,  thereby  radiating  the  heat.  These 
engines,  however,  are  nearly  all  automobile  engines, 
and  those  of  the  stationary  type  are  all  of  small 
sizes,  as  this  system  of  cooling  cannot  be  used  on 
large  stationary  units. 

Then  there  are  several  makes  of  engines  which 
use  oil  in  the  cooling  system  instead  of  water. 
These  are  claimed  by  the  manufacturers  to  obviate 
all  the  difficulties  usually  encountered  in  the  use  of 
water-cooled  engines. 
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VISIBLE  SUPPLY  OF  GRAIN. 


The  following'  table  shows  the  visible  supplj'  of 
grain  Saturday,  Dec.  13,  1903,  as  compiled  by  lieorge 
F.  Stone,  secretary  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade: 


In  Store  at 


Wheal 
bu. 


689.000 
451,000 
6,471.000 


Corn, 
bu. 


2,589,000 


325,000 


1.272,000 


535,000 


1,767,000 

5l>l,0il0 
361,000 


Baltimore  . . . 

Boston   

BuCfalo   

00.  afloat. 
Chicago  

do  

Detroit  

do.  afloat. 
Duluth   

do.  iifloat. 
Ft.  William  . 

do.  afl.at. 
Galveston  .. 

do.  ;ifloat. 
Indianapolis . 
Kansas  City . 
Milwaukee  . . 

do.  afloat. 
Minneapolis....  8,641,000 

Montreal  '  163.000 

New  Orleans  . .  j   l  .013,000 

do.  afloat. . . 
New  York  

do.  afloat... 

Peoria  

Philadelphia  .. 
Port  Arthur  . . . 

do.  float... 
St.  Louis  

do.  afloat... 
Tol  do  

do.    afloat. . 

Toronto  

On  Canal   

On  Lakes  

On  Miss.  River. 


784,000 
161.000 
6b9,000 


1,584,000 


1 -'0,000 


1.000 


l,325,tX)0 


HX)0 
140,1X10 
250,000 


137.000 

sY.m 

53.000 
^4,000 


1,000 
170,000 
87,000 


:!52,000 


111,000 
47,000 


4,95a,000 


330.000 


15,000 


384,000 


31,000 

1,52.000  155,000 
2,137,000  651,000 


Grand  Total. 
Corresponding 

date  1903  

Weekly  Inc  

Weekly  Dec  . . . 


34,4l>4,000 

48,151,0(X1 
2,362,000 


5,593,000 

5,498.0tX) 
9,000 


Oats, 
bu. 


239,000 
72.000 
1,214,000 


1,171,000 

160,666 
410^666 


30.000 
173,000 
254,000 


1,433,000 
101,000 


890,000 


.568,000 
112,000 


117,000 

V.ibbiooo 


3.000 
:55,000 
175,001) 


8,277,000 

6,193,000 
162,000 


Rye, 
bu. 


119.000 


463,000 


6,000 

iibiooo 


15,000 


81,000 
1.000 


22,000 


30.000 
2,000 


37,000 


9,000 


17.000 
85,000 


1,159,000 

1,302,000 
100,000 


Barley, 
bu. 


69.000 
1,005,000 


5,932,000 

3,841,000 
99,000 


FLAX  SEED  AT  CHICAGO. 


The  receipts  and  shipments  of  flaxseed  at  Chicago 
during  the  IG  months  ending  with  Nov.  as  reported 
by  Chas.  F.  Lias,  flaxseed  inspector  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  were  as  follows: 


Months. 


August  

September  . 

October  

November  . 
December  .. 

.January  

February  .. 

March  

April  

May  

June  

July  


Receipts. 


l!lO,3-04. 


345,226 
102.620 
.530,960 
708,953 


Total  bushels   1.687,759    4,539,917      470,815  1,088,023 


1902-  03. 


411,198 
545,866 
783,075 
755,833 
408,271 
258,875 
454,6.i0 
282,200 
206.918 
91,800 
106.250 
234,981 


Shipments. 


1903-04.  1902-03. 


97.809 
162,900 
166,049 

44,057 


RANGE  OF  PRICES  AT  CHICAGO. 


so.  2*  NOl.NO* 
B.  W.  WHT  SP.  WHT 


Nov. 


13. 
U  .. 
15... 

le... 

17.... 
18... 
19... 
80... 
21..., 
22.... 
23.... 
24  .. 
25.... 
26... 
27. ... 
28.... 
39... 
30... 
31.  .. 
Dec. 
1.  ., 


3... 

4... 

5... 

6... 

7... 

8... 

9... 
10... 
11... 


76H79J£|75?6  76T^42M 


83«78 


83  85 


76W  T7% 


"  79H 


82%  83^  79H  81 


S2H  95%  79%  81% 


80  81H43%43%34H 


88«  B65i 


81 


S2% 


;i«5' 

86  86K|81 


81Hia5X  8IW82H 
81XH3 
h82% 


82M04 

S2%Si  [79?i|80V4|43 
82H*1  ' 

t  |.... 
82H84W 
83  81% 


79« 
79% 


80 


41H41H 


42% 


42H42H 


81 

80 
80H 


79H80% 


81 M 


NO.  2 
COBN. 


42H34 


i2H 


3i% 


42% 


43H43J4  35V4 


|43  43 
43 

42  42 


tO%  82%42H12H 


42M42M35 
41%  41%  35 


NO.  2 
OATS. 


3iH 


34 


35 
34% 


35^ 
3m 
35H56 


NO.  2 
BTE. 


56 
54% 


55 


55 


53H 

55H 


55 
55  Ji 


56H56H 


42ii42M35H35'/4 
42H  42H  34  34 
42"i  42»i  3.5H  X>% 
439.1  43?4  :«  35 
44i^44H  35  35!4 


56H58H 
06H57 


56H56H 


56 


55  55 
1.55  ,55 
.53  54H 


8458  86^81X83  144H 
84  •»  86^  82  '827S44 
83H86»,80',.  82^44V4 
8ni84',;78'-4  80%:44  |44 
82H84H|79?4.80H:42H|42Wi35  |35H 
81 H  83MI78S  r79Hl4I  Hkl  W 


44 

44  V4 


44K|34%3S 
34H34H 
34%.^% 


.56 
53H 


56 
53H 


o 


1.00 


1.00 
'^96!r4 


.96H 
.97V4 


.97  V4 
.97H 


.97H 


.97« 
.97H 


.98^ 


1.00 


.97H 
•97H 


.97H 


During  the  week  ending  December  4,  prime  con- 
tract Timothy  seed  sold  at  $2.90@3.02%  per  cental; 
prime  contract  clover  seed  at  ?10.90@11.00;  Hun- 
frarian  at  $1.00@1.25;  German  millet  at  $0.75@1.00; 
l)uckwheat  at  $1.35@1.40  per  100  pounds. 


1,000 

'i',799;666 

"242,666 

  I 

9,000  j 

3i>7|6o6  I 


346,000 


1,471.000 
78,000 


463,000 


2,000 


37  000 


3,000 


250,496 
273,293 
145,142 
140,400 
40,559 
28,643 
39,473 
46,323 
39,367 
46,375 
14,362 
23,491 


NO.  N.  W. 
IfLAXSBBD. 


1 .00 


.96H 


The  daily  range  of  prices  for  cash  grain  at  Chicago 
for  the  month  ending  Dec.  12,  has  been  as  follows: 


.97H 


.98^ 


t  Holiday. 

During  the  week  ending  November  20,  prime  con- 
tract Timothy  seed  sold  at  ?2.85@3.00  per  cental; 
prime  contract  clover  seed  at  flO.50@10.56;  Hun- 
garian at  f0.80@1.00;  German  millet,  f0.75@1.00; 
buckwheat  at  $1.30@1.40  per  100  pounds. 

During  the  week  ending  November  27,  prime  con- 
tract Timothy  seed  sold  at  ?2.87%@2.92V^  per  cen- 
tal; prime  contract  clover  seed  at  ?10.65@10.85; 
Hungarian  at  $0.90@1.10;  German  millet  at  }0.75@ 
0.90;  buckwheat  at  ?1.30@1.40  per  100  pounds. 


RECEIPTS  AND  SHIPMENTS. 


Following  are  the  receipts  and  shipments  of  grain, 
etc.,  at  leading  receiving  and  shipping  points  in  the 
United  States  for  the  month  of  Nov.,  1903: 

BAliTIMOKE— Rep  rted  by  H.  A.  Wroth,  secretary  of 

the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Articles. 


Wheat,  bi  shels  .. .. 

Corn,  bush  iS  

Oats,  bush  Is  

Barley,  bushels  

Rye,  bushel.0  

Timothy  Seed,  lbs  . 

Clover  Seed,  lbs  

Hay,  tons   

Flour,  bbls  


Receipts. 
1903^    \  1902. 


Shipments. 
l9b3.~~r  19027 


271,246 
1,327,575 
346,517 


62,7;!8 
7,114 
1,548 
5,6.56 
444,608 


595,489 
858,654 
120,2:55 

:w,:«i 

432,343 
2,930 


6,350 
340,242 


87,935 
1,379,894 
40 


8,571 
6,934 
2.042 
1,853 
277,473 


371,376 
514,417 
71,393 


304, :to 
4,428 
1,445 
1,477 

322,b45 


BOSTON— Reported  by  Elwyn  G.  Preston,  secretary  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Wheat,  bushels  

Corn,  bushels  

Oais,  bushels   

Barley,  bushels  

Rye,  bushels  

Piax  Seed,  bushels 

Millfeed,  tons  

Corn  Meal,  bbls  

Oat  Meal,  bbls  

Oat  Meal,  sacks  

Hay,  tons   

Flour  bbls  


989,.552 
741,621 
497,363 
51,752 
2,845 
1,123 
1,316 
1,185 
14,020 
11,220 
16,450 
171,761 


1,622,440 
174.. 588 
503.972 
97,637 
3.003 
280,072 
1,200 

i,:565 

17,526 
6,691 
14,570 
230,793 


794,069 
782,340 
44,940 
17,411 


185 
:i,818 
5,484 
18,106 
570 
49,448 


1,287,710 
61,738 
&3,924 
49,983 


16,200 
629 
1,250 
.5,143 
3,149 
3,050 
101,104 


BUFFAIiO— Reported  by  F.  Howard  Mason,  secretary  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.   Receipts  by  lake:  shipment  by  rail. 


Wheat,  bushels  

C  rn,  bushels  

Oats,  bushels   

Barley,  bushels  

Rye,  bushels  

Timothy  Seed,  lbs  

Other  Gra>s  Seed,  lbs. 

Flax  Seed,  bushels  

•'  lbs  

Hay,  tons  

Flour,  bbls  


9,324,643 
5,173,166 
2,.S48,396 
3,189,357 
661,872 


87,504 
3,317,400 


1,748,552 


11,482,714 
2.720,505 
2.826,642 
2,684.513 
710,998 


84,207 
3,989,310 


2,009,714 


CHICAGO-Reported  by  Geo. 
Board  of  Trade. 


F.  Stone,  secretary  of  the 


Wheat,  bushels  

Corn,  bushels  

Oats,  bushels   

Barley,  bushels  

Rye,  bushels  

Timothy  Seed,  lbs  

Clover  Seed,  ibs  

Other  Grass  Seed,  lbs. . 

Flax  Seed,  bushels  

Broom  Corn,  lbs  

Hay,  tons  

Flour,  bbls  


219,530 
,617,275 
,979,644 
,0.55,856 
267,636 
,357,496 
667,705 
196.770 
723.246 
,026..50O 
19,517 
774.999 


4,605,935 
4,439,679 
7,9;-i0.917 
2,101,981 

584,875 
7,114,820 
2.012.460 
3,085,2.59 

961.089 
2,:534.800 
14,614 

606,739 


3,241.718 
7,689,717 
4,777,916 

424,731 
2,746.768 
1,341.580 

602,140 
4,763.467 
20.995 
1,307,895 
1,201 

516,202 


2,773,063 
4,840,075 
5,831,751 

.565,990 

572.860 
2,546,863 

617,037 
1,825,873 
55.928 
1,503,090 
779 

456,229 


CIXCINSIATI— Reported  by  C.  B. 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Murray.  Superintendent 


Wheat,  bushels  

Corn,  bushels  

Oats,  bushels  

Barley,  bushels  

Rye,  bushels  

Timothy  Seed,  bags  

Clover  Seed,  bags  

Other  Grass  Seed,  bags.. 

Malt,  bushels  

Hay,  tons   

Flour,  bbls  


155,496 
451.736 
266,542 
158, ^00 
49.692 
5,911 
3,311 
12,211 


9,9U2 
1.32.582 


230,852 
473,900 
416,864 
123,800 
66.716 
11,356 
7,491 
11,585 


11,275 
371,307 


144,120 
311,1.54 
148,293 
1,621 
7,041 
1,654 
1,178 
7,980 


5,066 
83,573 


127,656 
146,207 
283,770 
2,402 
14,531 
1,646 
3,916 
9,251 


3,956 
211,830 


CliEVELiAMW— Reported  by  F.  A.  Scott,  secretary  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Wheat,  bu-shels  

Corn,  bu.she  s  

Oats,  bushels  

Barley,  bushels  

Rye,  bushels  

Flax  Seed,  bushels. 

Hay,  tons   

Flour,  bbls  


137,048 
.530,882 
637,856 
4,776 
600 
200,000 
6,826 
49,310 


296,600 
292,031 
168.372 
1,800 


1,275  , 
19,170i 


DETROIT- 

Board  of  Trade. 


Reported  by  F.  W.  Waring,  secretary  of  the 


Wheat,  bushels . 
Corn,  bu.shels  . . . 
Oats,  bushels  ... 
Barley,  bushels . 

Rye,  bushels  

Flour,  bbls  


352.242 
489,058 
323,4.55 
425.963 
77,226 
25,900 


771.075 
116„543 
426,671 
374,199 
66,162 
34,700 


:?S,262 
60,388 
64,410 
16.5f6 
44.595 
14,000 


79,955 
9,273 

87,358 
6,665 

48,004 

22,400 


I>U1<1JTH— Reported  by  H.  B.  Moore,  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Trade. 


Wheat,  bushels  

Corn,  bushels  

Oats,  bushels  

Barley,  bushels  

R\e,  bushels  

Flax  Seed,  bushels 
Flour,  bbls  


7,617,875  8,025,958 


1,072  ,537 
1,249,101 
217,.575! 
5,327,120 


203,404 
1,473.330 

136,2,52 
4,447.028 


8.54,530    l,:522,10O  953,5,30 


8,024,145 


1,012,471 
1,81,5,182 
239,649 
5,054,694 


,340,418 
822 

228,961 
,479,705 

100,313 
,408,1127 
,456,660 


KAXSAS  CITY- 

the  Board  of  Trade. 


■Reported  by  E.  D.  Bigelow,  secretary  of 


Wheat,  bushels  

Corn,  bushels  

Oats,  bushels  

Barley,  bushels  

Rye,  bushels  

Bran,  ton  

Flax  Seed,  bushels  , 

Hay.  tons   

Flour,  bbls  


4,051.200 
454,400 
446,400 
134.000 
52,000 


I  600 
8,380 


2,392,000 
1,855.200 
61.5,600 


20,800 


1.5,200 
12,150 


3,170,400 
284,000 
351,60t) 
22,000 
43,200 


1,808,800 
1,244,800 
460,800 


3,080 
128,600 


20,800 


800 
3.870 
104,800 


MOXTREAl.— Reported  by  Geo.  Hadrill,  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Trade. 


Wheat,  bushels  

Corn,  bushels  

Oats,  bushels  

Barley,  bushels  

Rye.  bushels  

Flax  Seed,  bushels. 
Flour,  bbls  


1.976.373 
782,138 
66,9.56 
26,401, 
2,715 
115,614 
136.047 


1,554.226 
198,783 
2.36,851 

56,311 
106,716 
306,206  . 

91,110 


2,275.564 
609,674 
67,482 
323 
895 


157,303 


1,614, ly2 
128.778 
262.938 
31,985 
122,960 
163.611 
104,410 


MII.1WAIIKKE— Reported  by  Wm.  J.  Langson,  secretary 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.     


Articles. 


Wheat,  bushels  

Corn,  bushels  

Oats,  bushels  

Barley,  bushels   

Kve,  bushels  

Timothy  Seed,  lbs  . . 

Clove  Seed,  lbs  

Flax  Seed,  bushels  . 

Hay,  tons  

Flour,  bbls  

Feed,  tons  


Receipts. 


_I903^  I 

1,435..520, 
i:W,6.'i0 
546,100 

2,524,150 
108,000 
410,015 
185.700 
27.000 
1,734 
456,625 


1902. 


Shipments. 


1903.    I  1902. 


1.2,58,400 
104,500 
491,400 

2,317,050 
131,900 
654,405 
,564,420 
55,ai5 
2,879 
498,150 


622,120 
117,430 
428,359 
1,689,527 
13,200 
443,025 
43,243 
900 


438,275 


227,175 
:«,510 

359,750 
1,563,111 
74,910 

202,000 


12 

510,511 


MISIMKAI'OlilS— Reported  by  G.  D.  Rogers,  secretary  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Whi  at,  bushels  

Corn,  bushels  

Oats,  bushels  

Barley,  bushels  

Kye,  bushels  

'  lax  Seed,  bushels 

Hay,  tons  

Fiour,  bbls  


13,173,600 
142,510 
2,461,010 
1  720,710 
:W4,670 
1,663,720 
3,556 
27,595 


15.596,440 
200,.500 
1.591,470 
1,529.020 
175,810 
1,649,720 
3,310 
23,227 


2,040,200 
39,970 
1,712,210 
1,218,600 
181,640 
410,030 
252 
1,744,248 


1,3:^7,320 
71,650 
824,860 
9.57,120 
100,270 
312,470 
188 
1,666,776 


MEW  ORliEAMS— Reported  by  Fred  Muller,  secretary  of 
the  Board  ■  f  Trade. 


Wheat,  bushels . 
Ci  rn,  bushels  . . . 
Oats,  bushels  . . . 
Barley,  bushels  . 
Flour,  bbls  


1,141,160 
83,387 
1.54,000 


57,259 


1,956,407 
261„590 
222,183 


30,708 


972,040 
28,341 
1,079 


68,427 


1,697,222 
24,814 
44,880 


46,638 


Note.— Of  the  wheat  cleared  in  November,  815,896.40  bushels, 
and  of  that  on  board  not  cleared  (216,000  bushels)  136,000  bushels 
were  inspected  by  the  Maritime  and  Merchants'  Exchange. 

PEORIA— Reported  by  R.  C.  Grier,  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Trade. 


Wheat,  bushels  

Corn,  bushels  

Oats,  bushels  

Barley,  bushels  

Rye,  bushels  

Mill  Feed,  tons  

Seeds,  lbs  

Spirits  and  Liquors,  bbls 
Syrups  and  Glucose,  bbls 

Broom  Corn,  lbs  

Hay,  tons   

Flour,  bbls   


103,200 
1,.584,000 
719,600 
318,600 
20,000 
l,:j09 
240.000 
4.915 
6,700 
120,000 
3,800 
45,350 


77,400 

1,940,600 
845,000 
256,500 
16,500 
1,455 


3,79: 
3,250 

30,000 
2,540 

92,875 


112,800 
323,000 
819,400 
212,700 
1,600 
7,492 
120.000 
62,140 
2.5,125 
90,000 
750 
74,150 


53,950 
.540,400 
860,900 
149,700 
12,100 
2,178 
12.5.000 
47,300 
13,570 
15,000 
270 
93,650 


PHlliADEIiPHIA— Reported  by  A.  D.  Acheson,  secretary 
of  the  Commercial  Exchange. 


Wheat,  bushels  . .  . . 

Corn,  bushels  

Oats,  bushels   

Barley,  bushels  

Rye,  bushels  

Timothy  Seed,  lbs.. . 

Clovtr  Seed,  lbs  

Flax  Seed,  bushels  . 

Hay,  tons   

Flour,  bbls  


476,1591 
666,467 
487.828 
57,600 
13,600 
320 
126 
116,000 
8,030 
366,028 


.588,240 
465,135 
.388,490 
127,200 
11,200 


131 

304,800 
9,780 
384,056 


335,308 
847,625 


222,123 


509,249 
168,336 


187,190 


SAIS  FRAMCISCO— Reported  by  T.  C.  Filedlander,  secre- 
tary of  the  Merchants'  Exchange. 


Wheat,  centals  . . 

Corn,  centals  

Oats,  centals   

Barley,  centals. .. 

Rye,  centals  

Flax  Seed,  sacks. 

Hay,  tons  

Flour,  bbls   


782,351 
7,923 

118,772 

451,274 
4,831 
19,147 
8,189 

138,000 


126,552 
16,5,50 
49,942 

439,950 
3,425 


8,705 
120,000 


636,829 
13,181 
4,990 
403,313 


2,690 
89,946 


49,252 
1,442 
1,204 
331,775 


949 
',492 


ST.  IjOUIS— Reported  by  Geo.  H.  Morgan,  secretary  of  the 
Merchant's  Exchange.  


Wheat,  bushels  — 

Corn,  bushels  

Oats,  bushels   

Barley,  bushels  

Rye,  bushels  

Grass  Seed,  sacks . . . 
Flax  Seed,  bushels  . 

Mill  Feed,  tons  

Hay,  tons   

Flour,  bbls.  


2,888,700 
723.600 

l,:i99,950 
495,000 
176,400 


34,775 
276,190 


3,445,200 
1,621,8110 
1,605,150 
497,000 
235,800 


16,310 
219,085 


1,204,770 
527,100 
621,780 
7»,195 
99,925 


8.860 
298,730 


!,458,442 
949,415 

,042,245 
8,1.55 
202,120 


7,041 
280,235 


TO£i  EDO— Reported  by  A.  Gassaway,  secretary  of  the  Pro- 
duce Exchansje. 


Wheat,  bushels  . . . 

Corn,  bushels  

Oats,  bushels  

Harley.  bushels  . . . 

Rye.  bushels  

Clover  Seed,  bajjs. 


3.56,000 
856,000 
743,000 
3,000 
17,100 
18.444 


881,800 
884,500 
376,100 
9,50 
24,400 
21,650 


63,612 
779,180 
514,074 
2,503 
17,265 
1,946 


621,717 
603,050 
353,980 
22,240 
33,180 
3,207 


GAIjVESTOIV— Reported  by  C.  McD.  Robinson,  Chief  In- 
spector of  the  Cotton  Exchange  and  Board  of  Trade. 


Wheat,  bushels  . 
Corn,  bushels  . . . 
Rye,  bushels  


1,726,000 
241,886 


744,220 
306,365 


WHEAT  RECEIPTS  AT  PRIMARY 
MARKETS. 


The  wheat  receipts  at  eight  primary  markets,  dur- 
ing the  23  weeks  ending  Dec.  7,  for  the  last  two 
years,  according  to  the  Cincinnati  Price  Current, 
were  as  follows: 


St.  Louis   

Toledo  

Detroit  

Kansas  City  

Winter  

Chicago  

Milwaukee  , 

Minneapolis  

Duluth   

Spring  

Total  bus.  23  weeks 


1902-3. 


13.844.000 
3,890,000 
1,284,000 

22,339,000 


41,357,000 
17,690,000 
4,9H6,000 
45,374.000 
21,807,000 


89,857,000 


131,214,000 


1901- 


24,091,000 
11.056.000 
2,.546,U00 
18,280,000 


55.973,000 
27,665,000 
4,8.55.000 
49,028,000 
29,798,000 


111,346,000 


167,319,000 


It  is  said  a  new  insurance  company  is  being 
organized  at  Kansas  City  by  U.  S.  Upperson,  to  be 
known  as  the  Elevator  Underwriters'  and  Grain 
Dealers'  Exchange,  which,  will  write  grain  and 
grain  elevators  only. 
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ELEVATOR  and 
GRAIN  NEWS 


ILLINOIS. 

R.  C.  Cox  is  erecting  a  grain  elevator  at  Cora, 
111. 

The  new  elevator  at  Healey,  111.,  has  been  com- 
pleted. 

A  farmers'  elevator  is  in  contemplation  at  Men- 
dota,  111. 

It  is  stated  that  a  new  elevator  is  being  built  at 
Shabbona,  111. 

Stock  is  being  subscribed  for  a  farmers'  elevator 
at  Tehran,  111. 

The  new  Collins  Elevator  at  Ficklin,  111.,  is  nearly 
ready  for  business. 

An  addition  has  been  built  to  Taylor's  grain  of- 
fice at  Earlville,  111. 

J.  H.  Williams  of  Kenney,  111.,  will  build  an  ele- 
vator at  Clinton,  111. 

Adkin  Bros,  are  building  an  addition  to  their  ele- 
vator at  Prentice,  111. 

Sherman  Bocock's  new  elevator  at  Camp  Grove, 
111.,  is  nearly  completed. 

William  Murray's  50,000-bushel  elevator  at  White 
Heath,  111.,  is  completed. 

E.  H.  Beggs  of  Ashland,  111.,  is  remodeling  his 
elevator  at  Greenview,  111. 

A  switch  track  has  been  put  in  to  the  new  Farm- 
ers' Elevator  at  Shirley,  111. 

C.  R.  Lewis  of  Prentice,  111.,  is  building  elevators 
at  Arnold  and  New  Berlin,  111. 

The  Ogden  Grain  Co.  is  building  new  corn  cribs 
near  its  elevator  at  Ogden,  111. 

The  Strawn  Elevator  Co.'s  co-operative  elevator  at 
Strawn,  111.,  is  about  completed. 

J.  R.  Wagner  is  making  extensive  improvements 
to  his  elevator  at  Metamora,  111. 

A  farmers'  elevator  will  be  built  at  Mt.  Pulaski, 
III.,  as  soon  as  a  site  can  be  secured. 

The  National  Elevator  Co.  succeeds  O.  V.  Myers 
&  Co.  in  the  grain  trade  at  Newman,  111. 

E.  A.  Brown  has  installed  a  new  boiler  in  the 
engine  room  of  his  elevator  at  Fulton,  111. 

Baker,  Jones  &  Co.  of  Manhattan,  111.,  have  pur- 
chased the  grain  elevator  at  Brisbane,  111. 

Bailey  Bros.  &  Kearney  have  completed  a  new 
grain  office  near  their  elevator  at  Ullrich,  111. 

The  Farmers'  Elevator  &  Live  Stock  Co.  has 
about  finished  its  new  elevator  at  Morton,  111. 

Ensign  &  Wheeler  have  installed  a  Iti-horsepower 
gasoline  engine  in  their  elevator  at  Hudson,  111. 

The  Metzgar  Elevator  at  Pana,  111.,  has  been  over- 
hauled and  remodeled  and  new  machinery  installed. 

E.  A.  Wood  is  building  corn  cribs  and  oats  bins 
with  a  capacity  of  30,000  bushels  at  New  Royal,  111. 

The  new  elevator  now  being  built  by  J.  H.  Hawes 
at  Atlanta,  111.,  will  have  a  capacity  of  25,000  bush- 
els. 

The  Knight  Grain  Co.  of  Monticello,  111.,  has  sold 
its  implement  business  to  W.  K.  Davidson  of  that 
place. 

H.  E.  Parsons  of  Philo,  111.,  has  built  an  addi- 
tion to  his  grain  office  to  be  used  as  a  flour  and 
seed  room. 

It  is  stated  that  a  farmers'  elevator  with  a  ca- 
pacity of  30,000  bushels  will  be  built  at  Areola,  111., 
next  spring. 

The  Lacharite-Jacobs  Grain  &  Lumber  Co.  suc- 
ceeds Lacharite  &  Jacobs  in  the  grain  business  at 
Assumption,  111. 

Work  has  been  commenced  on  Andrew  Drohan's 
new  elevator  at  Dauvers,  111.,  to  replace  the  one 
recently  burned. 

F.  E.  Wendel  has  sold  his  grain  business  at  For- 
rest, 111.,  to  his  father,  Henry  Wendel,  who  has 
taken  possession. 

W.  E.  Wait  has  installed  a  17-horsepower  gasoline 
engine  in  his  elevator  at  Glenarm,  111.,  and  made 
other  improvements. 

A  farmers'  elevator  company  has  been  organized 
at  Graymont,  III.,  with  a  capital  of  ?10,0U0,  to  build 
an  elevator  at  that  point. 

J.  J.  Woodin  has  sold  his  elevator  at  St.  Joseph, 
111.,  to  J.  B.  Woodin  and  will  remove  to  Louisiana, 
where  he  has  extensive  interests. 

The  North-Western  Elevator  &  Grain  Co.  of  Pe- 
oria, 11.,  has  placed  an  order  for  an  improved  Hall 
Distributor  to  be  installed  at  Ogle,  111. 

Sam  Finney,  425  Rialto  building,  Chicago,  has 
completed  two  new  grain  elevators  along  the  line 
of  the  C.  &  E.  I.  R.  R.    One  is  located  at  Finnev, 


111.,  and  has  a  capacity  of  40,000  bushels.  The  other 
is  at  Judyville,  111.,  and  is  a  50,000-bushel  house. 

The  Neola  Elevator  Co.  has  made  several  im- 
provements to  its  elevator  at  Tampico,  111.,  includ- 
ing a  new  foundation  under  its  scales. 

A  30-horsepower  motor  has  been  installed  in  the 
Churchill  Elevator  at  Fairbury,  111.,  to  replace  the 
engine  which  has  been  in  use  since  1871. 

A  local  architect  is  said  to  have  prepared  plans 
for  a  grain  elevator  to  be  erected  on  the  north- 
west side,  Chicago,  to  cost  about  $25,000. 

The  directors  of  the  Rowell  Elevator  Co.  of  Row- 
ell,  111.,  have  called  a  stockholders'  meeting  to  vote 
on  the  proposition  of  increasing  the  capital  stock. 

J.  N.  Black  has  sold  his  elevator  at  Mahomet,  111., 
to  William  Wycle,  who  was  in  the  grain  business 
near  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  prior  to  removing  to  Ma- 
homet. 

The  directors  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  have 
been  notified  of  the  transfer  of  the  three  Hately 
Elevators,  "A,"  "B,"  and  "C,"  to  Boore  &  Co., 
Chicago. 

The  elevator  at  Findlay,  111.,  i&  being  remodeled 
and  repaired.  The  building  will  be  mad.e  six  feet 
higher  and  a  new  corn  sheller  and  other  machinery 
installed. 

The  managers  of  the  Chicago  Terminal  Elevator 
Co.,  Chicago,  have  asked  the  directors  of  the  Chi- 
cago Board  of  Trade  to  declare  its  Union  Elevator 
irregular. 

The  Union  Elevator  Co.  has  completed  and  start- 
ed its  40,000-bushel  grain  elevator  at  Penrose,  111. 
The  Burrell  Engineering  &  Construction  Co.  was 
the  builder. 

N.  A.  Gault  has  purchased  of  Samuel  Reynolds 
the  latter's  elevator  and  feed  business  at  Elizabeth, 
111.  William  Kevern  will  have  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness for  the  owner. 

The  Maroa  Elevator  Co.,  which  recently  pur- 
chased the  Allsup  Elevator  at  Maroa,  111.,  took  pos- 
session on  December  1.  Benjamin  Parker  has 
charge  as  manager. 

The  Truby  Grain  Co.  is  building  an  elevator  on 
the  E.  J.  &  E.  right-of-way  at  Minooka,  111.  It  is 
now  expected  that  the  new  house  will  be  ready  for 
business  January  1. 

jtf'rank  G.  Ely's  new  100,000-bushel  grain  elevator 
at  Grand  Crossing,  Chicago,  will  be  completed  about 
January  1.  The  Skillin  &  Richards  Manufacturing 
Co.  furnished  the  machinery. 

The  Greenview  Farmers'  Elevator  Co.  has  been 
chartered  at  Greenview,  111.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $5,000.  The  incorporators  are  Homer  J.  Tice, 
George  D.  Warnsing  and  John  W.  Cogil. 

H.  E.  Ensley  of  Waverly,  111.,  who  operates  ele- 
vators at  that  place  and  at  Maxwell,  111.,  has  pur- 
chased V.  C.  Elmore's  elevators  at  Lowder  and 
Rohrer,  111.,  and  has  also  acquired  the  elevator  at 
Girard,  111. 

John  I.  Everson  has  purchased  J.  F.  Cooley's  ele- 
vator at  Kenney,  111.  The  consideration  was  $8,000, 
possession  being  given  December  1.  Mr.  Cooley  will 
remove  to  Indiana,  where  he  will  engage  in  the 
grain  business. 

The  United  Grain  Co.  has  leased  the  elevator  on 
the  Rock  Island  Road  at  Sixty-third  Street,  Engle- 
wood,  Chicago,  and  is  remodeling  and  equipping  it 
with  new  machinery  furnished  by  the  Skillin  & 
Richards  Manufacturing  Co. 

G.  P.  Bowan,  Son  &  Co.,  of  Grayville,  111.,  have 
built  a  new  corn  crib  at  Crowleyville,  111.  The 
firm  had  a  20,000-bushel  crib  at  that  place,  but  it 
proved  too  small  for  the  needs  of  tne  business.  The 
new  crib  is  106x14  feet  in  dimensions  and  20  feet  in 
height. 

C.  E.  Davis  has  sold  his  elevator,  store,  residence, 
etc.,  at  Fairbanks,  111.,  to  the  recently  incorporated 
Fairbanks  Grain  &  Coal  Co.  The  consideration  was 
$9,000.  Under  the  terms  of  the  sale,  Mr.  Davis  is 
to  complete  the  elevator  now  in  course  of  construc- 
tion and  to  retain  possession  until  April  1,  1904. 

Howard  S.  Barker  has  purchased  the  elevator, 
coal  and  lumber  business  of  H.  J.  McDonald  at 
Frankfort  Station,  111.  The  consideration  was  $10,- 
500.  The  elevator  has  a  capacity  of  40,000  bushels. 
Mr.  Barker  will  continue  to  operate  it,  and  will  also 
handle  coal.  The  lumber  business  has  been  sold  to 
the  grain  firm  of  Jurz  &  Boems. 

The  Farmers'  Grain  Co.,  of  Hillsboro,  111.,  has  in- 
corporated with  a  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incor- 
porators are:  Jas.  Bentley,  H.  H.  Hitchings  and  F. 
D.  Belknap.  The  following  officers  have  been  elect- 
ed: President,  W.  C.  Rebhan;  secretary,  A.  E.  Witt, 
and  treasurer,  J.  A.  Bentley.  The  new  company 
will  build  a  co-operative  elevator,  which  will  be 
managed  by  F.  J.  Zimmerman. 

Work  has  been  begun  on  Bartlett,  Kuhn  &  Co.'s 
new  elevator  at  Lovington,  111.,  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  recently.  The  foundations  of  the  new  struc- 
ture are  of  concrete  and  the  elevator  will  be  28  feet 
square  and  80  feet  in  height.  There  will  also  be  a 
secondary  dump  in  addition  to  the  regular  dump 
and  increased  crib  capacity  for  ear  corn.    The  sec- 


ondary dump  will  be  connected  with  the  elevator 
proper  by  a  drag  belt  and  the  corn  will  be  elevated 
to  the  sheller  without  any  handling. 

The  United  Elevator  &  Grain  Co.  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  which  recently  sold  its  elevator  at  East  St. 
Louis,  111.,  to  the  Wiggins  Ferry  Co.,  has  had  its 
bond  withdrawn,  making  the  house  irregular.  The 
Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  has  leased  the  elevator  to  Canby 
&  Co.,  Chicago,  and  the  latter  firm  will  have  to  file 
a  new  bond  to  make  the  house  regular  again. 

The  recently  incorporated  Penrose  Elevator  Co. 
of  Penrose,  111.,  has  let  the  contract  for  a  40,000- 
bushel  elevator  to  the  Burrell  Engineering  &  Con- 
struction Co.  of  Chicago.  It  is  expected  to  have 
the  new  house  completed  by  February  15.  The  Pen- 
rose Elevator  Co.  is  capitalized  at  $5,000  and  is 
composed  of  farmers  of  Penrose  and  vicinity. 

The  grain  and  banking  firm  of  Porch  &  Adams  at 
Cabery,  lil.,  wiil  be  absorbed  by  a  stock  company 
to  be  incorporated  with  $100,000  capital  stock.  The 
new  concern  wiil  engage  in  the  grain  and  banking 
business  in  that  section  of  the  state  and  will  buy  or 
lease  elevatois  at  various  points.  Nelson  Adams 
and  Pat  Whalon  of  Cabery,  111.,  and  James  Porch 
of  Chebanse,  111.,  are  at  the  head  of  the  proposed 
company  and  the  main  office  of  the  concern  will 
probably  be  at  Cabery. 

C.  A.  Burks  of  Decatur,  111.,  has  sold  his  two 
elevator  properties  at  Galesville,  111.,  to  Charles 
Shelby  of  Tolono,  111.  Mr.  Shelby  recently  sold  a 
one-half  interest  in  his  plant  at  Tolono  to  E.  B. 
Armstrong,  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  sold  his 
elevator  at  Tolono  to  A.  H.  Edwards,  formerly  of 
the  firm  of  Parsons  &  Edwaras  of  Philo,  111.  Pat. 
Hayes  will  remain  in  charge  of  the  Galesville 
properties  and  buy  grain  for  Mr.  Shelby.  The  lat- 
ter's brother  will  assist  Mr.  Hayes  at  Galesville. 

The  Shellabarger  Mill  &  Elevator  Co.  of  Decatur, 
111.,  will  change  its  corporate  name  to  Shellabarger 
Elevator  Co.  When  the  company  sold  its  milling 
plant  at  Decatur,  111.,  to  the  American  Hominy  Co. 
the  charter  under  which  the  Shellabarger  Mill  & 
Elevator  Co.  had  operated  was  not  surrendered. 
Since  that  time  the  Decatur  Elevator  Co.  has  been 
organized  with  a  capital  of  $50,000,  the  principal 
stockholders  being  D.  S.  and  W.  L.  Shellabarger. 
'ine  new  organization  finds  that  the  limit  placed 
upon  its  capital  stock  is  such  that  it  will  not  permit 
the  carrying  on  of  the  volume  of  business  desired 
unless  permission  to  increase  is  given.  It  is  now 
the  intention  to  change  the  name  of  the  old  organi- 
zation, which  is  capitalized  at  $150,000,  to  the  Shel- 
labarger Elevator  Co.,  and  then  absorb  the  Decatur 
Elevator  Co. 


OHIO,  INDIANA  AND  MICHIGAN. 
Manuel  Wilson  has  built  an  addition  to  his  ele- 
vator at  Caledonia,  Mich. 

D.  A.  Platz  &  Co.  succeed  D.  A.  Platz  in  the  grain 
trade  at  Shipshewana,  Ind. 

J.  P.  Parnthouse  has  completed  a  35,000  bushel 
grain  elevator  at  Morral,  Ohio. 

It  is  reported  that  J.  S.  Harshman  is  now  out 
of  the  grain  business  at  Springfield,  Ohio. 

John  D.  Stephenson  succeeds  Stepnenson  Bros, 
in  the  grain  business  at  Rushyivania,  Ohio. 

The  Mollett  Grain  Co.  will  equip  its  elevator  at 
Jefferson,  Ind.,  with  an  improved  Hall  Distributor. 

George  Williamson  is  building  a  large  grain  ele- 
vator on  the  site  of  his  old  warehouse  at  Clay  City, 
Ind. 

The  machinery  has  been  installed  in  Mead  & 
Woodward's  new  elevator  at  Collins,  Ohio.  It  will 
be  operated  by  a  gasoline  engine. 

The  Miami  Grain  Co.  of  Xenia,  Ohio,  has  pur- 
chased George  M.  Perrill's  elevator  at  Bowersville, 
Ohio.    The  consideration  was  $10,000. 

Patty  &  Coppock's  new  elevator  at  Fletcher,  Ohio, 
has  been  opened  for  business.  It  is  larger  and  more 
modern  than  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  last  summer. 

An  attempt  was  recently  made  to  burglarize 
the  grain  office  of  Whitney  &  Co.  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  but  the  thieves  were  frightened  away  and  left 
their  plunder  behind. 

William  D.  Foresman,  a  grain  dealer  at  Fores- 
man,  Ind.,  has  made  an  assignment  for  the  benefit 
of  his  creditors.  J.  D.  Rich  of  Brook,  Ind.,  is  named 
as  assignee.  Mr.  Foresman's  liabilities  are  $20,000 
and  the  assets  are  nearly  enough  to  cover  that 
amount. 

In  attempting  to  open  the  safe  in  the  Big  Four 
Elevator  at  Warsaw,  Ind.,  which  had  been  previous- 
ly visited  by  cracksmen,  who  were  frightened  away 
after  inserting  a  charge  of  nitroglycerin,  Elmer 
Kinsey  and  Delph  Moore,  of  that  city,  were  se- 
verely injured  oy  an  explosion. 

Joseph  Timmons  is  building  a  new  50,000-bushel 
elevator  at  Lake  View,  Ohio,  to  replace  the  one 
burned  some  months  ago.  The  new  house  will  be 
60x50  feet  in  dimensions  by  90  feet  in  height  and 
will  have  double  the  capacity  of  the  burned  eleva- 
tor. The  equipment  will  include  a  10,000-bushel 
ear  corn  dump  and  swinging  scales  with  a  capacity 
of  60,000  pounds  of  grain.   A  40-horsepower  engine 
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will  fuinisli  power  lor  operating  the  machinery  and 
a  dynamo  will  be  installed  to  furnish  electric  light 
for  the  elevator  and  perhaps  for  lighting  the  town. 

The  Miami  Grain  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Xenia,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000,  by 
C.  H.  Little,  G.  N.  Perrill,  Foss  Zarthman,  Asa  Lit- 
tle, and  A.  V.  Perrill. 

Thorn  &  Shine's  new  50,000-bushel  elevator  al 
New  Albany,  Ind.,  is  nearly  completed  and  it  is  ex- 
pected to  have  it  in  operation  about  December  15. 
The  new  building  will  cost  over  $12,000  and  the  ma- 
chinery will  be  operated  by  electrical  power.  The 
Monon  Railway  Co.  has  put  in  a  side  track  to  the 
elevator. 

The  Crabbs-Reyuolds-Bell  Grain  Co.  has  about 
completed  its  new  G5,000-bushel  elevator  at  La 
Fayette,  Ind.,  and  expected  to  have  it  in  operation 
by  Christmas.  The  new  house  is  of  crib  construc- 
tion, 86  feet  in  height  and  metal  clad.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  elevator  the  company  will  do  feed 
grinding  on  quite  an  extensive  scale.  A  100-horse- 
power  engine  and  boiler  have  been  installed  to  sup- 
ply the  motive  power.  The  new  plant  represents 
an  expenditure  of  $25,000  and  is  equipped  with  mod- 
ern machinery  throughout.  Henderson  &  Friedline 
of  Chicago  were  the  architects  and  the  Skillin  & 
Richards  Manufacturing  Co.  furnished  the  ma- 
chinery. 

IOWA. 

Nipp  &  Kruse  are  building  an  elevator  at  Dum- 
fries, Iowa. 

Ed.  Anderson  is  building  an  elevator  at  Haw- 
thorne, Iowa. 

The  Iowa  Elevator  Co.  will  build  an  elevator 
at  Bentley,  Iowa. 

W.  H.  Eaton  has  begun  work  on  his  new  elevator 
at  Emerson,  Iowa. 

C.  F.  Nipp's  elevator  at  Mineola,  Iowa,  is  com- 
pleted and  in  operation. 

J.  S.  Pepper  succeeds  J.  S.  Pepper  &  Co.  in  the 
grain  trade  at  Selma,  Iowa. 

The  Twamley-Dawson  Grain  Co.  is  building  an 
elevator  at  McClelland,  Iowa. 

J.  H.  Schmid  has  installed  a  new  gasoline  en- 
gine in  his  elevator  at  Kirkman,  Iowa. 

William  Alton  and  C.  D.  Dresher  have  purchased 
J.  A.  Carr's  grain  business  at  Bedford,  Iowa. 

The  German  Grain  Co.  has  succeeded  Rickey  & 
Gerlacn  in  the  grain  business  at  Griswold,  Iowa. 

Peier  Lamp  has  acquired  Valentine  &  Crow's  ele- 
vator at  Mapleton,  Iowa,  and  will  continue  the 
business. 

P.  P.  Schowalter  has  purchased  the  interest  of 
Chris  Roth  in  the  grain  firm  of  Keith  &  Roth  at 
Wayland,  Iowa. 

Geo.  and  Jos.  Wagner  of  Kolona,  Iowa,  have  pur- 
chased an  elevator  at  Marridon,  Iowa,  and  will  re- 
move to  that  place. 

Inglis  Bros,  of  Cambridge,  Iowa,  are  tearing 
down  a  part  of  their  elevator  at  that  place  and 
removing  it  to  Laurins,  Iowa. 

The  Clinton  Grain  Co.  has  built  coal  sheds  near 
its  elevator  at  Titonka,  Iowa,  and  will  handle  fuel 
in  connection  with  its  grain  business. 

Michel  &  Co.  of  Dixon,  Iowa,  are  said  to  have 
sold  their  grain  business  to  William  Heuer  of  that 
flace,  possession  to  be  given  January  1. 

The  Great  Western  Elevator  Co.  has  closed  its 
house  at  Boone,  Iowa,  and  transferred  its  agent,  Ed. 
Drake,  to  its  elevator  at  Dayton,  Iowa. 

Nielander  &  Co.  have  sold  their  elevator  at  New 
Albion,  Iowa,  to  the  recently  organized  Farmers' 
Stock  &  Produce  Co.  of  that  place.  The  considera- 
tion was  $2,500. 

The  Younglove  &  Boggess  Co.  of  Mason  City, 
Iowa,  will  install  improved  Hall  Distributors  in  the 
elevators  which  they  are  building  at  Halbur  and 
McClelland,  Iowa. 

J.  E.  Miller's  elevator  at  Independence,  Iowa, 
was  burglarized  recently.  The  robbers  broke  into 
the  oflice  and  carried  away  a  typewriter  and  a 
satchel  containing  books  and  papers. 

It  is  reported  that  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
M.  C.  HcFarlin  Grain  Co.  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  has 
asked  that  a  receiver  be  appointed  for  that  concern. 
The  company  owns  a  number  of  country  houses 
throughout  Iowa. 

The  Farmers'  Elevator  &  Live  Stock  Co.,  which 
was  organized  some  time  ago  at  Boone,  Iowa,  has 
filed  articles  of  incorporation.  The  company  is 
capitalized  at  $5,000  and  is  authorized  to  deal  in 
grain,  lumber,  live  stock,  etc. 

C.  C.  Rasmussen  &  Son  of  Harlan,  Iowa,  who 
recently  purchased  the  old  Des  Moines  Elevator 
and  removed  it  to  a  site  adjoining  their  mill,  have 
overhauled  and  remodeled  the  house.  An  office  has 
been  built  and  the  firm  is  buying  grain. 

H.  B.  Laird  has  sold  his  interest  in  the  grain, 
lumber  and  coal  business  of  Laird  &  Granger  at 
Nashua,  Iowa,  to  A.  H.  Nafus  of  Burt,  Iowa.  Mr. 
Laird's  residence  property  was  also  purchased  by 
Mr.  Nafus.   Possession  was  given  at  the  time  of  the 


sale  and  the  business  is  now  being  conducted  under 
the  firm  name  of  Granger  &  Nafus. 

H.  H.  Frerichs  of  Grundy  Center,  Iowa,  and  John 
Frerichs  of  Holland,  Iowa,  have  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  Harm  Frerichs  in  the  grain  and  coal  busi- 
ness of  Frerichs  Bros.,  at  Grundy  Center  and  Hol- 
land, Iowa.  The  purchasers  will  continue  the  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  H.  Frerichs  &  Bro. 

Joseph  Miller  has  purchased  C.  D.  Butterfield's 
mterest  in  the  grain  and  milling  business  of  Hul- 
idiizer  &  Co.  at  Hamburg,  Iowa.  The  new  firm  will 
engage  in  the  seed  business  and  the  shipping  of 
corn.  A  brick  seed  house,  30x50  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, is  being  built. 

The  eievator  of  the  Updike  Grain  Co.  at  Missouri 
Valley,  Iowa,  that  was  destroyed  by  fire  about  two 
months  ago,  is  being  rapidly  replaced  by  a  struc- 
ture that  will  be  fireproof  and  30  leet  higher  than 
the  old  elevator.  The  capacity  of  the  building  will 
be  300,000  bushels  and  it  will  cost  about  $100,000. 
Several  hundred  men  are  at  work  pushing  the  work 
to  an  early  completion. 

The  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  of  Dougherty, 
Iowa,  has  elected  the  following  officers:  President, 
Thomas  McManus;  vice-president,  P.  Gorman;  sec- 
retary, Eugene  Shaw;  treasurer,  P.  Boyle;  direc- 
tors, D.  W.  Barr,  Ed.  Mitchell,  Will  Conners,  J.  C. 
Breen  and  E.  Esslinger.  The  above  organization  is 
only  temporary  as  a  permanent  one  will  be  effected 
at  the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  next  March.  The 
society  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  ele- 
vator site  and  is  endeavoring  to  have  a  bill  passed 
by  the  Iowa  legislature  compelling  the  railways  of 
that  state  to  furnish  sites  for  elevators  whenever 
desired. 


MISSOURI,  KANSAS  AND  NEBRASKA. 

Bailey  &  Connet  have  reshingled  their  elevator  at 
Axtell,  Kans. 

A  farmers'  elevator  will,  it  is  stated,  be  built  at 
Hoisington,  Kans. 

The  new  farmers'  elevator  at  Phillipsburg,  Kans., 
is  now  in  operation. 

The  new  grain  elevator  at  Farmington,  Kans.,  is 
now  well  under  way. 

L.  L.  Coryell  is  building  a  large  ear  corn  ele- 
vator at  Auburn,  Nebr. 

The  farmers'  elevator  at  Indianola,  Nebr.,  is  near- 
ly ready  for  operation. 

Ed.  Hasenwinkle's  new  elevator  at  Hughesville, 
Mo.,  is  about  completed. 

F.  A.  Derby  of  Sabetha,  Kans.,  has  bought  an 
elevator  at  Esbon,  Kans. 

Lint  &  Co.'s  new  elevator  at  Frankfort,  Kans.,  has 
been  opened  for  business. 

E.  Johnson  has  sold  his  grain  elevator  at  Everest, 
Kans.,  to  George  G.  Baker. 

The  Smith  Grain  &  Elevator  Co.  is  building  an 
elevator  at  Piedmont,  Kans. 

The  Twamley-Dawson  Grain  Co.'s  new  elevator  at 
Edholm,  Nebr.,  is  completed. 

Farmers'  elevators  are  said  to  be  in  prospect  at 
Fullerton  and  Belgrade,  Nebr. 

The  new  farmers'  elevator  at  Dorchester,  Nebr., 
has  been  opened  for  business. 

The  Santa  Fe  Elevator  at  Solomon,  Kans.,  has 
been  overhauled  and  repaired. 

H.  Barber  &  Sons  are  reported  to  have  sold  their 
elevator  at  College  View,  Nebr. 

The  Avilla  Milling  Company  of  Avilla,  Mo.,  is 
putting  up  a  new  wheat  elevator. 

G.  G.  Commer  has  succeeded  P.  P.  Lonsberger  in 
the  grain  business  at  Willis,  Kans. 

Work  on  the  new  Farmers'  Elevator  at  Hutchin- 
son, Kans.,  is  progressing  favorably. 

G.  A.  Jones  has  installed  a  new  Eureka  Separa- 
tor in  his  elevator  at  Everest,  Kans. 

The  S.  R.  Washer  Grain  Co.  will  build  an  addi- 
tion to  its  elevator  at  Atchison,  Kans. 

The  Douglas  Grain  Co.  has  succeeded  A.  Wilkie 
in  the  grain  business  at  Douglas,  Kans. 

A.  L.  Hartzell  has  completed  his  new  elevator  in 
connection  with  his  mill  at  Peru,  Kans. 

John  W.  Harbert  has  sold  his  interest  in  the  ele- 
vator at  Benedict,  Nebr.,  to  E.  J.  Harbert. 

William  Thornton  of  Green,  Kans.,  has  bought 
S.  J.  Thompson's  elevator  at  Soldier,  Kans. 

The  White  Cloud  Milling  &  Elevator  Co.  has  fin- 
ished its  new  elevator  at  White  Cloud,  Kans. 

The  new  elevator  at  Cambridge,  Nebr.,  will  be 
equipped  with  an  improved  Hall  Distributor. 

E.  M.  Clift,  formerly  of  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  has  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  business  at  Centralia,  Kans. 

L.  H.  Powell,  grain,  hay  and  feed  dealer,  has  re- 
moved from  Muskogee,  I.  T.,  to  Wichita,  Kans. 

B.  A.  Ragan  of  Valley  Falls,  Kans.,  has  finished 
grain  elevators  at  Nichols  and  Mackintosh,  Kans. 

The  new  75,000-bushel  elevatoi  of  the  Stevens- 
Scott  Co.  at  Wichita,  Kans.,  is  finished  and  has 
been  opened  for  business.    The  house  is  modern  in 


construction  and  equipment  and  represents  an  ex- 
penditure of  $16,000. 

The  Farmers'  Grain  &  Live  Stock  Co.  is  rebuild- 
ing its  burned  elevator  at  Pretty  Prairie,  Kans. 

The  new  75,000-bushel  co-operative  elevator  at 
Stockion,  Kans.,  is  reported  to  be  about  finished. 

Beshka  &  Schrieber  have  succeeded  the  Olmitz 
Elevator  Co.  in  the  grain  business  at  Olmitz,  Kans. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Hunter  Milling  Co.  will  build 
a  55,000-bushel  elevator  at  Wellington,  Kans.,  next 
spring. 

The  Nekoma  Grain  &  Live  Stock  Co.  has  been 
chartered  at  Nekoma,  Kans.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $3,000. 

Branches  of  the  Farmers'  &  Merchants'  Freight 
Association  have  been  formed  at  Valley  Center  and 
Andale,  Kans. 

The  Farmers'  Co-operative  Grain  Association  ol 
South  Bend,  Nebr.,  has  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $5,000. 

The  Saxony  Mills  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  are  building 
a  private  elevator  with  a  capacity  of  from  40,000 
to  50,000  bushels. 

R.  E.  Roberts  is  building  an  addition  to  his  ele- 
vator at  Arlington,  Nebr.,  to  increase  the  capacity 
to  16,000  bushels. 

The  John  H.  Lynds  Grain  &  Elevator  Co.  has 
completed  and  started  up  its  new  elevator  •  at 
White  Cloud,  Kans. 

The  Farmers'  Grain,  Fuel  &  Live  Stock  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Pawnee  Rock,  Kans.,  with 
$10,000  capital  stock. 

W.  C.  Hamilton  of  Ives,  Nebr.,  has  bought  John 
R.  King's  grain  and  feed  store  at  Benkelman,  Nebr., 
and  will  continue  the  business. 

Richard  Thompson  of  Langdon,  Mo.,  and  Davis 
Bros,  of  Rockport,  Mo.,  have  purchased  Noble  & 
Wilson's  elevator  at  Watson,  Mo. 

Perry  Frazier  of  Dubois,  Nebr.,  who  recently  pur- 
chased the  elevator  of  George  W.  Potts  at  Denton- 
viile,  Kans.,  has  taken  possession. 

The  work  of  repairing  Frank  Spurck's  elevator 
at  Nelson,  Nebr.,  which  was  badly  damaged  by  fire 
a  short  time  ago,  has  been  completed. 

The  Farmers'  Co-operative  Shipping  Association 
of  McLouth,  Kans.,  is  reported  to  have  purchased 
the  Union  Elevator  at  that  place  for  $4,000. 

William  Cowle  has  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
Dickerhoof  &  Cowle's  Elevator  at  Severance,  Kans., 
to  his  partner,  H.  B.  Dickerhoof,  and  will  re-en- 
gage in  farming. 

The  elevator  at  Portland,  Kans.,  owned  by  Arkan- 
sas City,,  Kans.,  parties,  and  operated  by  Frank 
Krebbs,  was  broken  into  recently  and  about  25 
bushels  of  wheat  stolen. 

The  Ewart-Wilkerson  Grain  Co.  has  bought  the 
grain  and  coal  business  of  Otto  Ostenberg  at  Wa- 
hoo,  Nebr.  M.  O.  Worral  of  Weston,  Nebr.,  is  in 
charge  as  local  manager. 

H.  C.  Hart  has  purchased  J.  H.  Pope's  grain  and 
coal  business  at  Edgar,  Nebr.  The  new  owner  has 
taken  possession  and  will  continue  the  business. 
The  consideration  was  $5,500. 

The  Farmers'  Supply  Co.  of  Hildreth,  Nebr., 
despairing  of  persuading  the  railway  company  to 
build  a  side  track,  has  erected  a  large  spout  reach- 
ing from  the  top  of  the  elevator  to  the  track. 

A  company  was  recently  formed  at  Glenville, 
Nebr.,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  farmers'  ele- 
vator. H.  C.  Kissinger  is  president  of  the  com- 
pany, W.  D.  McGaffey,  secretary,  and  L.  L.  Brandt, 
treasurer. 

The  Shellabarger  Mill  &  Elevator  Co.  of  Salina, 
Kans.,  has  added  the  20,000-bushel  Morrison  Ele- 
vator at  Lincoln,  Kans.,  to  its  string  of  houses. 
The  purchase  price  was  $6,000.  The  company  now 
owns  nine  elevators  with  a  total  storage  capacity 
of  283,000  bushels. 

The  Omaha  Terminal  Grain  Co.  has  been  char- 
tered at  Omaha,  Nebr.  The  officers  are  A.  B.  Stick- 
ney,  president,  and  Charles  Battell,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  It  is  stated  that  the  stock  in  the  new 
company  has  all  been  subscribed  by  shareholders 
of  the  Great  Western  Railway  Co. 

The  Hinds  &  Lint  Grain  Co.  has  purchased  the 
site  at  Atchison,  Kans.,  now  occupied  by  the  plant 
of  the  Atchison  Sand  &  Supply  Co.  and  will  build 
an  elevator.  The  purchase  price  was  $2,500,  the 
sale  being  made  by  the  receiver  of  the  last  named 
concern.  The  site  chosen  will  give  the  grain  com- 
pany access  to  both  the  Missouri  Pacific  and  B. 
&  M.  R.  tracks. 

The  Rock  Milling  &  Elevator  Co.  (formerly  the 
Rock  Grain  Co.)  of  Great  Bend,  Kans.,  has  pur- 
chased 36  acres  of  land  along  the  Atchison,  To- 
peka  &  Santa  Fe  Railway  at  Hutchinson,  Kans., 
and  will  build  a  120,000-bushel  elevator.  The  new 
house  will  be  used  largely  as  a  cleaning  and  trans- 
fer elevator.  Work  on  the  new  plant  will  be  begun 
early  next  year  and  it  will  be  finished  in  time  to 
handle  next  season's  crop.  The  large  tract  se- 
cured will  be  utilized  for  switch  tracks  and  storage 
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buildings  besides  furnishing  a  site  for  the  elevator 
proper. 

.  John  H.  Budderberg  and  C.  H.  Korff  of  Omaha, 
Nebr.,  have  taken  out  a  building  permit  for  the 
erejction  of  an  elevator  and  feed  mill  in  that  city. 
The  building  will  be  three  stories  in  height  and  is 
to  cost  $2,000.  It  will  be  located  on  the  Belt  Line 
Railroad. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Wichita,  Kans.,  Is 
endeavoring  to  secure  larger  elevator  capacity  for 
that  city.  One  proposition  now  being  considered  is 
to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Nevling  Eleva- 
tor Co.  to  $50,000  and  increase  the  capacity  of  that 
concern's  elevator  to  1,000,000  bushels.  Another 
plan  also  in  prospect  is  to  organize  a  new  company 
with  a  capita)  of  $50,000  to  build  a  1,000,000  bushel 
elevator  if  the  other  proposition  does  not  material- 
ize.   

WESTERN. 

The  Tacoma  Grain  Co.  has  closed  its  warehouse 
at  Sprague,  Wash.,  for  the  season. 

The  Palmerston-Harvey  Grain  Co.  proposes  to 
erect  a  building  40x122  feet  in  dimensions  at 
Seattle,  Wash.  The  new  structure  is  to  be  used  for 
storage  purposes. 

Joseph  Fair  and  C.  L.  Rowe  have  purchased  the 
two  warehouses,  feed  mill  and  grain  cleaner  at 
Dayton,  Wash.,  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  H.  W. 
Coleman  estate.  The  purchase  price  was  $10,000, 
and  possession  was  given  December  10.  The  prop- 
erty has  been  operated  by  Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co. 
for  the  past  two  years. 


SOUTHERN    AND  SOUTHWESTERN. 

S.  A.  Massey  &  Co.  have  completed  a  large  grain 
elevator  at  Gage,  Okla. 

The  Chickasha  Milling  Co.  is  building  an  eleva- 
tor at  Chickasha,  I.  T. 

Bishop  &  Son  succeed  R.  J.  Bishop  in  the  grain 
business  at  Gage,  Okla. 

H.  M.  Beakley  &  Son  succeed  H.  M.  Beakley  in 
the  grain  business  at  Coleman,  Texas. 

Esteve  Bros.  &  Co.  succeed  to  the  grain  business 
of  L.  Esteve  &  Co.  at  New  Orleans,  La. 

The  Statesville  Flour  Mills  Co.  is  building  a 
40,000-bushel  grain  elevator  at  Statesville,  N.  C. 

The  Stinson-Morrison  Grain  &  Elevator  Co.  suc- 
ceeds the  firm  of  Stinson-Morrison  &  Co.  in  the 
grain  business  at  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

It  is  stated  that  a  Mr.  Bookwalter  of  Arkansas 
City,  Kans.,  is  contemplating  building  a  300-barrel 
mill  and  a  large  elevator  at  Lawton,  Okla. 

Reed  &  Long  are  building  a  6,000-bushel  grain 
elevator  at  Rippon,  W.  Va.  An  8-horsepower  gaso 
line  engine  will  be  installed  to  run  the  machinery. 

J.  C.  Robb  is  building  an  addition  to  his  elevator 
at  Kingfisher,  Okla.  When  the  improvements  are 
completed  the  elevator's  capacity  will  be  doubled. 

The  Perry  Mill  Co.  of  Perry,  Okla.,  announces 
that  it  has  completed  a  new  75,000-bushel  elevator 
and  now  has  a  storage  capacity  of  150,000  bushels. 
The  company  contemplates  erecting  three  more 
new  elevators  on  the  new  railroad  recently  com- 
pleted through  that  section. 


NORTH  DAKOTA. 

The  National  Elevator  Co.  is  erecting  coal  sheds 
at  Minot,  N.  D. 

It  is  stated  that  a  farmers'  elevator  may  be  built 
at  Towner,  N.  D. 

The  National  Elevator  Co.  is  putting  up  coal 
sheds  at  Hamilton,  N.  D. 

William  Putman  has  built  an  addition  to  his 
elevator  at  Kenmare,  N.  D. 

The  Sorenson  Milling  Company  has  completed  its 
new  elevator  at  Lisbon,  N.  D. 

The  St.  Anthony  &  Dakota  Elevator  Co.  is  build- 
ing an  elevator  at  Mohali,  N.  D. 

M.  Anderson  has  built  a  flat  house  at  McHenry, 
N.  D.,  and  is  now  buying  grain. 

C.  C.  Mortrude  has  completed  and  opened  his 
new  elevator  at  East  Edge,  N.  D. 

The  new  elevator  now  being  built  at  Glenburn,  N. 
D.,  will  have  a  capacity  of  35,000  bushels. 

A  new  elevator  is  being  built  at  Voss,  N.  D., 
to  replace  the  one  recently  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  Russell-Miller  Milling  Co.  has  recently  pur- 
chased additional  elevators  at  Valley  City,  N.  D. 

The  Dakota  Elevator  Co.  has  removed  its  elevator 
at  Walhalla,  N.  D.,  to  a  more  favorable  site  and 
has  remodeled  it. 

W.  H.  McPherson  has  leased  the  elevator  at  Ho- 
bart,  N.  D.,  and  installed  a  gasoline  engine  and 
cleaning  machinery. 

Three  elevators  with  a  combined  capacity  of  100,- 
000  bushels  are  being  built  at  the  new  town  of 
Lansford,  N.  D.,  on  the  new  Granville  extension  of 
the  Great  Northern  Railway.  The  houses  are  being 
built  by  the  Imperial  Elevator  Co..  the  Minneapolis 
&  Northern  Elevator  Co.  and  McCabe  Bros. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

The  new  Cargill  Elevator  at  Lane,  S.  D.,  is  about 
ready  for  business. 

C.  F.  Porter  has  purchased  a  site  at  Wilmot,  S. 
D.,  and  will  build  an  elevator. 

L.  N.  Loomis'  new  elevator  at  Wessington 
Springs,  S.  D.,  nas  been  opened  for  business. 

The  Truax  &  Betts  Elevator  Co.'s  new  house 
at  Loomis,  S.  D.,  is  nearly  completed. 

The  Ferney  Farmers'  Elevator  Co.  has  completed 
its  20,000-bushel  elevator  at  Groton,  S.  D.,  and  is 
building  coal  sheds  for  the  purpose  of  handling 
fuel. 

The  business  men  of  Viborg,  S.  D.,  have  organized 
a  company  to  engage  in  the  grain  business.  The 
company  will  incorporate  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$5,000  and  has  asked  the  Great  Northern  Railway 
Co.  for  an  elevator  site.  Until  the  elevator  is  built 
a  scooping  business  will  be  done. 

The  recently  organized  Farmers'  Elevator  Co.  of 
Colman,  S.  D.,  held  a  meeting  on  December  4  and 
decided  to  take  the  matter  of  securing  an  elevator 
site  into  the  courts  unless  the  request  for  a  location 
was  granted.  J.  L.  Youel  resigned  as  president  of 
the  organization  and  B.  E.  Nace  was  elected  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation. 

The  S.  Y.  Hyde  Elevator  Co.  has  finished  its 
new  elevator  and  flat  warehouse  at  Wessington 
Springs,  S.  D.  The  elevator  has  a  storage  ca- 
pacity of  20,000  bushels  and  the  warehouse  is  ca- 
pable of  holding  about  one-half  as  much.  The 
latter  will  be  used  at  present  for  the  storage  of 
flour,  feed,  etc.  Coal  sheds  have  aiso  been  built 
and  the  company  will  handle  fuel  in  connection 
with  its  grain  business.  J.  S.  Emerson  has  charge 
as  local  agent. 

MINNESOTA  AND  WISCONSIN. 
G.  F.  Rahn  has  opened  his  elevator  at  Belview, 
Minn. 

The.  Milwaukee  Elevator  Co.  is  putting  up  an 
elevator  at  Ruskin,  Minn. 

Gillett  &  Cooper  have  completed  their  new  ele- 
vator at  Kerkhoven,  Minn. 

The  two  cleaning  elevators  at  Kasota,  Minn.,  are 
said  to  be  running  day  and  night. 

G.  H.  Shontz  has  his  new  elevator  at  Parkers 
Prairie,  Minn.,  ready  for  business. 

Douglas  &  Dunn,  grain  dealers  at  Lake  Geneva, 
Wis.,  are  reported  to  have  sold  out. 

C.  G.  Stevenson  &  Co.'s  new  elevator  at  Dover, 
Minn.,  has  been  opened  for  business. 

The  recently  completed  Farmers'  Elevator  at 
Lanesboro,  Minn.,  has  been  started  up. 

H.  K.  May  has  been  admitted  to  a  partnership  in 
the  grain  firm  of  Hanson  &  Cole  at  Canby,  Minn. 

The  Farmers'  Elevator  Co.  of  Truman,  Minn.,  has 
opened  its  new  elevator  and  is  now  buying  grain. 

The  Ellendale  Farmers'  Elevator  Co.  of  EUendale, 
Minn.,  has  about  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  elevator 
site. 

The  Powers  Elevator  Co.  has  remodeled  its  ele- 
vator at  Rice,  Minn.,  to  a  cleaning  and  mixing 
plant. 

B.  Cronan  has  closed  his  elevator,  at  Elkton, 
Minn.,  and  returned  to  his  home  at  Rose  Creek, 
Minn. 

The  Duluth  Elevator  Co.  has  built  a  large  coal 
shed  near  its  elevator  at  Northcote,  Minn.,  and  will 
handle  fuel. 

The  Peavey  Elevator  Co.  has  erected  coal  sheds 
near  its  elevators  at  Winnebago  City  and  Blue 
Earth,  Minn. 

Some  new  machinery  has  been  installed  in  the 
farmers'  elevator  at  Ivanhoe,  Minn.,  and  necessary 
repairs  made. 

A  new  foundation  has  been  built  under  the  King 
Elevator  at  Hartland,  Minn.,  and  other  repairs 
made  to  the  house. 

The  Farmers'  Elevator  Co.  of  Redwood  Falls, 
Minn.,  has  purchased  a  lot  near  its  elevator  and 
erected  a  large  corn  crib. 

The  N.  C.  Foster  Lumber  Co.  of  Fairchild,  Wis., 
has  decided  to  build  a  new  elevator  during  the 
coming  spring  or  summer. 

It  is  stated  that  an  independent  elevator  may  be 
built  at  Hanska,  Minn.,  if  a  site  can  be  secured 
from  the  railway  company. 

Herman  Swenson  has  purchased  and  will  operate 
the  elevator  at  Lafayette,  Minn.,  which  has 
heretofore  been  managed  by  Victor  Lund. 

The  Consolidated  Elevator  Co.'s  elevators  "D" 
and  "G"  at  Duluth,  Minn.,  are  now  operated  as 
private  houses.  The  change  was  made  on  No- 
vember 3. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Country  Elevator  In- 
spector of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  recently  filed 
with  the  railroad  and  warehouse  commission,  shows 
that  since  September  1,  1902,  thirty-two  new  eleva- 


tors have  been  constructed  on  Minnesota  railway 
lines. 

Fred  Gewald  has  closed  his  elevator  at  Monterey, 
Minn.,  so  it  is  stated,  on  account  of  the  house  being 
full  and  no  cars  obtainable  to  ship  out  the  grain. 

The  work  of  rebuilding  the  Blankenburg  Eleva- 
tor at  St.  Charles,  Minn.,  is  progressing  favorably 
anu.  it  is  expected  to  have  it  completed  before 
Christmas. 

The  Peavey  Elevator  Co.  has  purchased  the 
Northwestern  Elevator  at  ivlurdock,  Minn.,  and  has 
placed  G.  L.  Ellsworth,  formerly  of  Howard  Lake, 
Minn.,  in  charge. 

A  branch  of  the  Minnesota  Farmers'  Co-operative 
Exchange  was  formed  at  Owatonna,  Minn.,  on  No- 
vember 21.  It  will  be  known  as  the  Steel  County 
Farmers'  Exchange. 

The  White  Bear  Elevator  Co.  has  leased  addi- 
tional ground  adjoining  its  elevator  and  feed  mill 
at  White  Bear,  Minn.,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
further  improvements. 

The  Anchor  Grain  Co.  has  put  in  coal  scales 
near  its  sheds  at  Bigelow,  Minn.  The  elevator 
scales  had  been  used  heretofore,  but  were  not  con- 
venient to  the  coal  yard. 

The  Eagle  Roller  Mill  Co.  of  New  Ulm,  Minn., 
has  leased  the  Braum  Elevator  at  La  Fayette,  Minn. 
The  company  now  has  50  elevators  on  the  C.  &  N. 
W.  and  M.  &  St.  L.  railroads. 

The  Canadian  Elevator  Co.  is  building  a  30,000- 
bushel  elevator  at  Warroad,  Minn.  It  is  understood 
that  the  company  will  also  open  a  lumber  yard 
and  a  flour  and  feed  store  at  that  point. 

The  Sheflaeld-King  Milling  Co.  is  said  to  be  put- 
ting in  a  feed  mill  to  be  operated  in  connection 
with  its  elevator  at  Ellendale,  Minn.  A  20-horse- 
power  engine  will  supply  the  motive  power. 

The  Columbia  Elevator  at  Belview,  Minn.,  has 
been  closed  for  the  season  owing  to  the  small  re- 
ceipts of  grain  at  that  place.  The  elevator  is  incon- 
veniently located  and  may  not  be  opened  again. 

The  Woodworth  Elevator  Co.  has  closed  its  ele- 
vator at  New  Paynesville,  Minn.,  for  the  season. 
The  reason  for  this  action  is  stated  to  be  that  there 
was  not  enough  wheat  coming  in  to  pay  expenses. 

The  Alberc  Dickinson  Co.  has  taken  out  a  build- 
ing permit  for  the  construction  of  an  iron  clad  seed 
elevator  at  Minneapolis,  to  cost  $40,000.  It  will  be 
56  feet  wide  by  155  feet  long  and  138  feet  in  height. 
On  either  side  of  the  elevator  warehouses  are  to 
be  built,  a  permit  for  one  of  which  has  already  been 
issued.  This  will  be  built  of  brick  80x160  and 
three  stories  high.  It  will  cost  $21,000.  The  other 
Vfill  be  erected  later.  A  power  plant  36x94  feet  in 
dimensions  and  45  feet  in  height  will  also  be  built. 
This  will  be  of  fireproof  brick  construction  and  will 
cost  $19,000. 


EASTERN. 

H.  E.  Foote  has  opened  a  grain  store  at  Brooklyn, 
Conn. 

George  P.  Slate  has  opened  a  grain  store  at 
Hinsdale,  N.  H. 

James  D.  Heintzelman  has  completed  his  grain 
warehouse  at  Wanamakers,  Pa. 

M.  B.  Blaisdell  of  Wolfboro,  N.  H.,  has  pur- 
chased a  building  in  that  city  and  will  re-engage 
in  the  grain  business. 

The  machinery  has  been  taken  out  of  the  old 
Grand  Trunk  Elevator  at  Portland,  Me.,  and  the 
building  is  being  torn  down. 

The  Empire  Coaling  Co.  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  has 
taken  over  a  building  formerly  used  as  a  blind  fac- 
tory and  will  use  it  as  a  flour,  feed  and  grain 
warehouse. 

V.  Corydon  Carter  has  sold  his  grain  and  feed 
business  at  Manchester,  Conn.,  to  Henry  A.  Bar- 
rows and  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Cluney.  Mr.  Carter 
has  been  in  the  grain  business  for  20  years  and 
retired  on  account  of  ill  health.  Possession  will 
be  given  January  1. 

The  Cutter  Coal  Co.  has  been  chartered  at  Port- 
land, Me.,  to  deal  in  grain  and  fuel.  The  com- 
pany is  capitalized  at  $25,000  and  the  following 
are  the  incorporators:  B.  INlarvin  Fernald,  Melrose, 
Mass.;  M.  G.  Mitchell,  Boston;  A.  J.  Desmond  and 
Harry  L.  Cram,  Portland,  Me. 

The  grain,  flour  and  feed  flrm  of  Martin  Bender 
&  Co.,  at  York,  Pa.,  has  been  dissolved  by  mutual 
consent.  This  firm  was  composed  for  the  past  ten 
years  of  Martin  Bender  and  E.  E.  Johnson.  Mr. 
Bender  now  retires  and  a  new  flrm  composed  of 
David  H.  Johnson  and  E.  E.  Johnson  will  continue 
the  business  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  E.  John- 
son &  Co. 

The  St.  Albans  Grain  Co.  has  completed  its  plant 
at  St.  Albans,  Vt.  The  buildings  are  420  feet  in 
length  and  40  feet  in  width.  The  warehouse  is 
two  stories  in  height  with  a  storage  capacity  of 
1,500  tons  of  bagged  grain,  and  is  equipped  with  a 
bag  carrier  capable  of  handling  500  bags  of  grain 
per  hour.  The  elevator  is  65  feet  in  height  and  has 
a  storage  capacity  of  20,000  bushels.    All  the  ma- 
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chinery  is  operated  by  electrical  power.  Tlie  com- 
pany does  botti  a  wholesale  and  retail  business  and 
handles  cereal  foods  and  I'eed  in  addition  to  the 
grain  business.  The  offices  of  the  concern  are  lo- 
cated on  the  second  floor  of  the  main  building. 


CANADIAN. 

Hall,  McNab  &  Co.  succeed  Hall  &  McNab  in  the 
grain  trade  at  Rosthern,  Man. 

The  Dauphin  Milling  Co.  of  Daupliin,  Man.,  is 
building  a  GU-foot  addition  to  its  warehouse. 

The  Imperial  Elevator  Co.  has  completed  a  60,- 
000  bushel  elevator  at  Whitewood,  Assa.,  and  one 
of  the  same  capacity  at  Griswold,  Man. 

The  Farmers'  Union  Elevator  Co.  of  Winnipeg, 
Man.,  has  applied  for  a  charter  to  build  and  ope- 
rate grain  elevators,  deal  in  coal,  lumber,  etc. 

The  Montreal  Harbor  Commission  is  considering 
the  question  of  erecting  a  second  marine  leg  to  the 
elevator  nearly  completed  at  Montreal  harbor. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  has  announced  that 
insurance  on  grain  at  Fort  William,  Ont.,  covers 
grain  both  on  the  track  and  in  the  elevators. 

Major  Bell's  35,000-bushel  steel  storage  elevator 
at  Indiana  Head,  Assa.,  is  about  completed.  The  C. 
P.  R.  has  put  in  a  spur  track  to  the  new  house. 

The  foundations  for  the  elevator  to  be  erected  at 
Windmill  Point,  Montreal,  Que.,  by  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  Co.,  have  been  completed,  and  noth- 
ing more  will  be  done  until  spring. 

The  Canada  Atlantic  Transit  Co.  has  announced 
that  it  will  erect  during  the  winter  another  ele- 
vator at  Depot  Harbor,  Perry  Sound,  Ont.,  which 
will  have  a  storage  capacity  of  1,250,000  bushels. 
It  will  be  operated  by  IMcKinzie  &  Moon. 

The  new  Canadian  Northern  Elevator,  which  the 
Barnett  &  Record  Co.  is  building  at  Port  Arthur, 
Ont.,  is  expected  to  be  completed  about  January  1. 
The  Skillin  &  Richards  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Chi- 
cago, furnislied  tlie  machinery  and  equipment. 

The  Burnside  Farmers'  Elevator  Co.  of  Burnside, 
Man.,  has  announced  that  it  will  wind  up  its  busi- 
ness and  distribute  its  assets  among  the  share- 
holders. The  company's  elevator  was  purchased 
a  short  time  ago  by  the  Ogilvie  Flour  Mills  Co., 
Ltd. 

Pour  elevators  have  been  completed  or  are  nearly 
completed  at  the  new  town  of  Esterhazy,  Assa.  The 
new  houses  and  their  respective  storage  capacities 
are  as  follows:  Imperial  Elevator  Co.,  50,000  bush- 
els; Winnipeg  Export  Co.,  35,000  bushels;  Ogilvie 
Flour  Mills  Co.,  Ltd.,  35,000  bushels,  and  the  Colon- 
ial Elevator  Co.,  30,000  bushels.  The  Ogilvie  Flour 
Mills  Co.  is  also  building  a  flour  and  feed  ware- 
house. The  town  is  located  on  the  new  Kirkella 
branch  of  the  C.  P.  R.  R.  It  is  stated  that  sites 
for  three  more  elevators  are  already  staked  out 
at  Esterhazy. 


THE  EXCHANGES 


Chicago  Board  of  Trade  memberships  are  ?3,000 
net  to  buyer  bid. 

H.  B.  Moore  succeeds  S.  A.  Kemp  as  secretary 
of  the  Duiuth  Board  of  Trade. 

The  annual  election  of  the  Chicago  Board  of 
Trade  will  take  place  in  January  next. 

The  location  of  the  new  5165,000  Board  of  Trade 
building  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  has  not  been  decided 
on. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of 
Commerce  will  be  held  December  19  at  the  Ellicott 
Club. 

The  Kansas  City  Board  of  Trade  has  amended 
its  rules  so  that  its  members  may  now  become  af- 
filiated with  the  Grain  Dealers'  National  Association. 

The  directors  of  the  New  Orleans  Board  of  Trade 
have  approved  the  previously  adopted  plan  of  the 
Maritime  Exchange  to  consolidate  with  and  become 
a  branch  of  the  former  body. 

Samuel  A.  McCIean,  Jr.,  has  resigned  from  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  directorate.  The  resigna- 
tion is  effective  Jan.  1,  and  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  meetings  of  Mr.  McClean's  own  companies  con- 
flict with  those  of  the  exchange's  directors. 

The  annual  election  of  oflBcers  of  the  St.  Louis 
Merchants'  Exchange  takes  place  January  1,  1904. 
E.  O.  Stanard,  of  the  Stanard  Milling  Company,  has 
refused  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  presidency 
and  it  seems  probable  that  Wm.  A.  Gardner,  at 
present  vice-president,  will  be  elected. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Balti- 
more Chamber  of  Commerce  was  held  December  4 
and  J.  Hume  Smith,  C.  P.  Blackburn  and  J.  Collin 
Vincent  were  named  as  delegates  to  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Board  of  Trade  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  January  19,  1904.  These  delegates  will  pre- 
sent for  discussion  the  subjects  of  "Against  Gov- 


ernmental Inspection  of  Grain,"  "Recent  High  Rates 
on  Grain,"  and  "Consular  Reorganization." 

The  directors  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade 
have  passed  an  amendment  to  section  15  of  rule  4. 
It  requires  all  applications  by  expelled  members 
for  rehearing  to  be  made  within  ninety  days  from 
their  expulsion.  This  application  must  be  posted 
on  the  bulletin  board  of  the  exchange  one  week 
prior  to  the  hearing. 

The  proposition  of  assessing  each  membership 
on  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  $25  per  year  for 
the  purpose  of  creating  a  fund  to  retire  a  certain 
number  of  memberships  each  year  has  been  posted 
for  ballot.  It  is  planned  to  create  a  fund  of  $45,000, 
which,  at  $3,000  each,  will  buy  fifteen  memberships 
every  year  and  hold  the  price  at  $3,000. 

The  directors  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  have 
rescinded  the  resolution  which  forbade  the  practice 
of  advancing  profits  on  unclosed  contracts.  This 
resolution  was  adopted  in  April  29,  1902,  and  was 
as  follows:  "Resolved,  That  the  practice  of  ad- 
vancing profits  on  unclosed  contracts  is  a  violation 
of  rule  14  of  the  rules  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
the  city  of  Chicago." 

A  petition  to  make  No.  2  hard  winter  wheat  de- 
liverable on  contracts  at  Chicago  without  penalty 
is  being  circulated  on  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade. 
The  petition  asks  for  an  amendment  to  the  present 
rule  doing  away  with  the  5c.  penalty  now  in  effect. 
The  petition  is  in  charge  of  Henry  L.  Goemann, 
and  has  already  received  the  signatures  of  some 
of  the  most  important  interests  in  the  ti'ade. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  New  York  Produce  Ex- 
change members,  called  to  consider  methods  for 
broadening  the  local  option  market  in  the  grain 
trade,  resolutions  were  adopted  favoring  the  ex- 
tension of  the  New  York  delivery  system  to  Buffalo. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  grain 
committee  with  this  end  in  view.  Should  the  plan 
be  adopted  Buffalo  warehouse  receipts  will  be  de- 
liverable on  the  New  York  Exchange. 

At  the  November  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
Baltimore  Chamber  of  Commerce  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Charles  England,  William  M.  Knight  and 
Thomas  H.  Botts  was  appointed  to  frame  and  con- 
sider an  amendment  to  the  by-laws  defining  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  those  holding  certificates 
of  membership,  as  well  as  tickets  of  admission  to 
the  maritime  department  of  the  chamber.  A  com- 
munication from  the  Philadelphia  Board  of  Trade, 
urging  that  an  effort  be  made  to  revive  the  Ameri- 
can merchant  marine,  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  trade.  The  question  of  increased 
storage  elevator  facilities  at  that  port  was  dis- 
cussed and  a  committee  of  five,  consisting  of  C.  P. 
Blackburn,  J.  Hume  Smith,  J.  Collin  Vincent. 
James  A.  Clark  and  W.  G.  Bishop,  was  appointed 
to  take  the  matter  up  with  the  proper  railroad  au- 
thorities. 


WILL  INVESTIGATE  GRAIN  SITUATION. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Winnipeg 
Board  of  Trade  was  held  November  25,  at  which  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  con- 
striction of  trade  alleged  to  be  caused  by  the  grain 
act.    The  alleged  car  shortage  was  also  taken  up. 

The  Board  re-affirmed  its  position  in  favor  of 
Chamberlain's  policy  of  preferential  trade  within 
the  empire.  The  council  was  also  instructed  to 
take  steps  for  the  effectual  refutation  of  J.  J.  Hill's 
innuendoes  on  the  Canadian  West. 


OMAHA  GRAIN  EXCHANGE. 

The  organization  of  the  Omaha  Grain  Exchange 
of  Omaha,  Nebr.,  has  been  perfected  and  articles 
of  incorporation  have  been  filed.  The  capital  stock 
has  been  fixed  at  $250,000,  the  membership  fee  be- 
ing $500.  The  articles  provide  that  the  exchange 
shall  begin  business  when  100  memberships  have 
been  subscribed. 

The  affairs  of  the  exchange  will  be  administered 
by  the  following  directors:  Gurdon  W.  Wattles,  A. 
C.  Smith,  S.  A.  McWhorter,  F.  P.  Kirkendall,  W. 
B.  Updike,  A.  L.  Reed,  A.  B.  Jaquith,  E.  E.  Bruce 
and  Nathan  Merriam.  Officers  have  been  elected  as 
follows:  Gurdon  W.  Wattles,  president;  S.  A.  Mc- 
Whorter, vice-president;  E.  E.  Bruce,  vice-presi- 
dent; A.  L.  Reed,  treasurer;  A.  B.  Jaquith,  tem- 
porary secretary,  until  such  time  as  a  competent 
salaried  secretary  can  be  secured. 

There  are  now  between  160  and  170  members  of 
the  new  exchange  and  business  will  be  commenced 
January  1  in  a  hall  in  the  Board  of  Trade  build- 
ing, on  which  the  Grain  Exchange  has  been  granted 
a  year's  lease  for  a  nominal  consideration. 


The  annual  course  in  corn  judging,  one  of  the 
features  of  the  department  of  agronomy  at  the  Iowa 
State  College  in  Ames,  will  be  held  this  year  from 
January  4  to  16,  inclusive. 

Bemidji,  Minn.,  on  Nevember  21  received  a  load  of 
wheat  grown  in  Beltrami  County,  which  is  believed 
to  be  the  first  ever  marketed  in  that  county.  The 
county  is  in  the  timber  country,  and  the  grower 
planted  wheat  as  an  experiment,  getting  about  25 
busnels  per  acre,  I 


COMMISSION 


George  Shaunce  &  Son,  grain  and  feed  dealers  of 
Philadelphia  have  applied  for  membership  to  the 
Philadelphia  Commercial  Exchange. 

Mayer  Bros,  of  Bridgewater,  S.  D.,  have  pur- 
chased a  line  of  elevators  in  Minnesota  and  North 
Dakota  and  will  engage  in  the  grain  commission 
business  at  Minneapolis. 

The  Calumet  Grain  Co.  has  been  chartered  at 
Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  with  a  capital  of  $125,000.  The 
incorporators  are:  Louis  B.  Dailey,  H.  O.  Cough- 
Ian  and  Joseph  M.  Mitchell. 

David  Davies,  for  many  years  the  representative 
of  Alexander  Geddes  &  Co.  in  the  wheat  pit  of 
the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  has  engaged  in  the 
grain  commission  business  for  himself. 

C.  E.  Gray  has  gone  with  A.  J.  Lichtstern  &  Co., 
and  will  represent  that  house  on  the  floor  of  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade.  The  commission  business 
of  Gray  &  Williams  will  be  continued  by  Harvey 
Williams. 

Samuel  T.  Alexander  has  re-engaged  in  the  grain 
and  provision  commission  business  in  Chicago.  Mr. 
Alexander  was  in  the  real  estate  business  for  some 
time,  but  retained  his  membership  in  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade. 

Charles  W.  Brega,  a  member  of  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade  since  1863,  and  formerly  in  the 
commission  trade  as  a  member  of  the  Arm  of  Gil- 
bert-Brega,  has  sold  his  membership.  Mr.  Brega 
retired  from  active  business  in  1887. 

W.  C.  Crolius,  mayor  of  Joliet,  111.,  and  repre- 
sentative in  that  city  of  W.  H.  Laidley  &  Co.  of 
Chicago,  was  erroneously  associated  in  our  columns 
last  month  with  W.  H.  Laidlaw  &  Co.  It  is  needless 
to  state  the  last  named  firm  has  no  existence. 

Samuel  Mangas,  of  Lincoln,  111.,  who  recently 
sold  his  grain  business  at  Hartsburg,  111.,  has  taken 
a  position  as  traveling  representative  for  the  grain 
commission  house  of  H.  H.  Randolph,  Lincoln,  ill. 
Mr.  Mangas  will  have  central  Illinois  as  his  ter- 
ritory. 

Grove  J.  Penney,  head  of  the  grain  and  produce 
commission  house  of  G.  J.  Penney  &  Co.  at  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  will  retire  from  active  business,  Mr. 
Penney  is  84  years  of  age  and  was  several  years 
ago  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Cincinnati 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Henry  L.  Goemann,  who  has  represented  Han- 
cock &  Co.,  grain  exporters  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
Chicago  market  for  a  number  of  years,  has  retired 
from  that  connection  to  devote  his  time  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Goemann  Grain  Co.,  operating  an  eleva- 
tor at  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  conducting  a  shipping 
Inisiness  at  Chicago.  Joseph  J.  Lippert,  who  was 
his  assistant  will  represent  the  Hancock  interests 
in  Chicago. 

A  new  grain  commission  firm  composed  of  John 
Geddes  and  Charles  F.  Hately  has  been  formed  in 
Chicago  and  succeeds  to  the  business  of  Alexander 
Geddes  &  Co.  Mr.  Hately  has  been  for  some  years 
with  Finley  Barrell  &  Co.,  and  is  a  son  of  Walter 
C.  Hately.  The  new  firm  will  operate  under  the 
style  of  Geddes  &  Hately,  and  proposes  to  enlarge 
its  shipping  business.  There  will  be  a  house  in 
Winnipeg,  Man.,  as  well  as  in  Chicago. 

The  Omaha  Terminal  Grain  Co.  has  been  incor- 
porated at  Omaha,  Nebr.,  with  A.  B.  Stickney  as 
president  and  Charles  Battell  as  secretary  and 
treasurer.  The  directors  are  A.  B.  Stickney,  John 
L.  McCague,  John  M.  Woolworth  and  W.  D.  Mc- 
Hugh.  The  stock  was  all  taken  by  the  Great 
Western  Railroad  Company,  stockholders.  The  new 
company  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ducting and  operating  a  terminal  grain  elevator 
system  at  Omaha  and  to  do  a  general  grain  and 
milling  business. 

Howard  A.  Hill  and  Robert  H.  Moran  have 
formed  a  new  grain  and  provision  commission  and 
brokerage  firm  at  Chicago.  The  style  of  the  new 
firm  is  Hill  &  Moran  and  it  succeeds  to  the  business 
of  Hill  &  Munroe,  James  E.  Munroe  retiring.  Mr. 
Hill  has  for  seventeen  years  been  an  active  trader 
in  the  wheat  pit  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade 
and  Mr.  Moran  has  for  twenty  years  been  with 
Alexander  Geddes  &  Co.  and  the  firm  of  Geddes  & 
Kirkwood,  which  preceded  it.  The  offices  of  the 
new  firm  will  be  in  the  Wheeler  building. 

The  friends  of  S.  A.  Dalton  of  the  firm  of 
Eschenberg  &  Dalton  are  congratulating  him  on 
arriving  at  the  estate  of  Sir  Benedick,  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  having  taken  place  at  the  Catholic 
Church  at  Woonsocket,  S.  D.,  on  November  26.  The 
bride  was  Miss  Anna  Carr,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cornelius  Carr,  and  a  lady  of  fine  character 
and  much  business  ability,  having  been  deputy 
county  auditor  for  two  years  and  later  a  part 
owner  of  the  Sanborn  County  Abstract  Company. 
The  wedding  was  a  very  pretty  one;  and  after  the 
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wedding  dinner  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dalton  made  a  brief 
trip  to  Iowa  and  Minnesota,  reaching  Chicago  on 
December  1,  the  latter  city  to  be  their  home. 

R.  F.  Sylvester  will  he  admitted  to  a  partnership 
in  the  Chicago  commission  house  of  Walter  Com- 
stock  on  January  1.  Mr.  Sylvester  began  his  board 
of  trade  experience  with  AV.  T.  Harvey  and  was  for 
22  years  with  Carrington-Hannah.  For  a  year  past 
he  has  been  identified  with  Mr.  Comstock. 

Herbert  McNamee,  E.  G.  Brown  and  Joseph  H. 
Shaw  have  engaged  in  the  grain  commission  busi- 
ness with  offices  at  602  Rialto  building,  Chicago. 
Mr.  McNamee  was  with  the  Wears  Commission  Co. 
for  ten  years,  from  1890  to  1900,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing three  years  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  I.  G. 
Andrews  &  Co.,  Minneapolis  and  Milwaukee.  Since 
that  time  he  had  been  with  the  Weare  Grain  Co., 
severing  his  connection  on  November  1.  Mr.  Brown, 
who  will  be  business  manager  of  the  new  firm,  had 
been  with  the  Weare  Grain  Co.,  and  Mr.  Shaw  was 
also  with  the  same  concern  until  the  inception  of 
the  present  business. 


PERSONAL 


Jacob  Young  has  resigned  as  buyer  for  the  Bar- 
ling Grain  Co.  at  Brock,  Nebr. 

J.  H.  Rankin,  a  grain  buyer  of  Deland,  HI.,  has 
moved  his  family  to  Urbana,  111. 

Thomas  Miller  of  Webb,  Iowa,  is  grain  buyer  for 
De  Wolf  &  Wells  at  Granada,  Minn. 

Emil  Nylander  of  Amor,  Minn.,  has  taken  charge 
of  an  elevator  at  Spirit  Town,  N.  D. 

L.  M.  Slaba  has  taken  charge  of  the  Clinton 
Grain  Co.'s  elevator  at  Woden,  Iowa. 

J.  Kohloff  of  Ferney,  S.  D.,  is  in  charge  of  the 
new  farmers'  elevator  at  Groton,  S.  D. 

M.  M.  Ocker  has  resigned  his  position  as  manager 
for  the  United  Grain  Co.  at  Thayer,  Ind. 

John  Christianson  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Sioux 
Elevator  Co.'s  elevator  at  Vermillion,  S.  D. 

M.  J.  Winchel  has  resigned  as  manager  of  C.  J. 
Henderson's  grain  business  at  Howard,  S.  D. 

Carl  Clayberg  of  Wayne,  Nebr.,  has  charge  of  the 
Anchor  Grain  Co.'s  elevator  at  Winside,  Nebr. 

John  Kimberlin  has  succeeded  Mr.  Cozart  as 
wheat  buyer  in  the  elevator  at  Nashville,  Kans. 

Anderson  Bryan  has  accepted  the  position  of 
manager  of  the  Ensley  Elevator  at  Lowder,  111. 

Walter  Aiken  oi  Omemee,  N.  D.,  has  been  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Heising  Elevator  at  Deering,  N.  D. 

T.  W.  Wilson  of  Buckhart,  111.,  has  taken  the 
position  of  grain  buyer  for  W.  W.  Berry  at  Berry, 
111. 

Frank  Saum  of  Edgar,  Nebr.,  i&  now  grain  buyer 
for  the  Hayes-Eames  Elevator  Co.  at  Table  Rock, 
Nebr. 

A.  M.  Nicols  has  succeeded  Arthur  Agnew  as 
manager  of  the  elevator  and  stock  yards  at  Denver, 
Iowa. 

Fred  Theis  is  buying  wheat  for  the  Osborne-Mc- 
Millan  Elevator  Company  at  Parker's  Prairie, 
Minn. 

A.  C.  Ohrmundt  of  Echo,  Minn.,  has  taken  charge 
of  the  Pacific  Elevator  Company's  elevator  at  Re- 
villo,  S.  D. 

Frank  Sidivi  of  Minto,  N.  D.,  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  the  National  Elevator  Co.'s  elevator  at 
McCanna,  N.  D. 

Martin  Void  of  Kenyon,  Minn.,  has  accepted  the 
position  of  buyer  for  the  Milwaukee  Elevator  Co. 
at  Bombay,  Minn. 

W.  J.  Britton,  manager  for  the  Winnipeg  Eleva- 
tor Co.  at  Hilton,  Man.,  has  resigned  and  removed 
to  Hamilton,  Ont. 

W.  W.  Kimberly  of  Exeter,  Nebr.,  has  taken 
charge  of  the  Central  Granaries  Co.'s  new  elevator 
at  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Mr.  Welsh,  a  grain  dealer  of  Symerton,  111.,  and 
Miss  Margaret  Dooley  of  Campus,  111.,  were  mar- 
ried on  December  3. 

Harry  A.  Marsh  of  Alton,  111.,  has  been  appointed 
assistant  registrar  in  the  grain  inspector's  office 
at  East  St.  Louis,  111. 

Harvey  Armstrong,  manager  for  the  Cargill  Ele- 
vator Co.  at  Benson,  Minn.,  was  married  at  Monte- 
video, Minn.,  recently. 

Charles  Blackman  of  Alexandria,  S.  D.,  has  se- 
cured a  position  as  grain  buyer  in  one  of  the  ele- 
vators at  Mitchell,  S.  D. 

P.  J.  Harvey,  Lena,  Iowa,  has  assumed  charge 
of  the  business  of  the  Chicago  Grain  &  Elevator 
Company  at  Gowrie,  Iowa. 

Frank  Lamdin  has  given  up  his  position  as  agent 
for  the  Duff  Grain  Co.  at  Tamora.  Nebr.,  and  taken 
a  similar  situation  with  the  Farmers'  Grain  Co.  at 


St.  Edward,  Nebr.  He  is  succeeded  at  Tamora  by 
Fred  INIoulton. 

Luther  Picket  of  Callaway,  Nebr.,  has  taken  the 
position  of  manager  for  the  Westbrook-Gibbons 
Grain  Co.  at  Overton,  Nebr. 

J.  P.  Fitch  has  discontinued  his  connection  with 
the  Northern  Grain  Co.  at  Vail,  Iowa,  and  is  suc- 
ceeded by  M.  J.  Gary  of  Minnesota. 

Col.  Sprague  has  resigned  as  manager  of  the 
Crete  Milling  Co.'s  elevator  at  Crete,  Nebr.,  and 
is  succeeded  by  Charles  Hochreiter. 

J.  S.  Blasdel,  who  has  been  local  grain  buyer 
for  the  Chicago  Grain  &  Elevator  Co.  at  Ayrshire, 
Iowa,  for  the  past  year,  has  resigned. 

William  Thissen  has  resigned  as  assistant  in  the 
Northwestern  Elevator  at  Clara  City,  Minn.,  and 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business. 

A.  F.  Parsons,  manager  for  the  W.  W.  Cargill 
Elevator  Co.  at  Woonsocket,  S.  D.,  was  married  re- 
cently to  Miss  Maude  Ryckman  of  that  place. 

F.  F.  Montfort  has  been  appointed  manager  for 
the  Westbrook-Gibbons  Grain  Co.  at  Yutan,  Nebr., 
succeeding  H.  C.  Peters  who  recently  resigned. 

R.  C.  Hamilton  has  severed  his  connection  with 
the  Ogden  Grain  Co.  at  Ogden,  111.,  and  taken  a 
position  with  the  Crescent  Oil  Co.  at  Medaryville, 
Ind. 

Harry  Joy  of  Gayville,  S.  D.,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  McCaull- Webster  Elevator  Co.'s  house  at 
Gary,  S.  D.  The  elevator  at  Gayville  is  closed  for 
the  season. 

M.  B.  Lytle  has  resigned  as  general  manager  for 
the  Des  Moines  Grain  Co.,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and 
accepted  the  management  of  a  line  of  elevators  in 
North  Dakota. 

S.  M.  Enger  has  resigned  his  position  with  the 
Clinton  Grain  Co.  at  Woden,  Iowa,  and  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Western  Elevator  Co.  at  Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 

Thomas  Pratt  has  resigned  as  manager  of  the 
Great  Western  Elevator  Company's  house  at  Lohr- 
ville,  Iowa,  and  is  succeeded  by  a  Mr.  Morrison  of 
Moorland,  Iowa. 

Frank  Hopkins,  manager  for  the  Atlas  Elevator 
Co.  at  Dixon,  Nebr.,  and  Miss  Jessie  Hall  were 
married  at  St.  Ann's  Catholic  church  in  that  city 
on  November  26. 

E.  J.  Dunbar  has  tendered  his  resignation  as  man- 
ager for  the  Hubbard  &  Palmer  Elevator  Co.  at 
Beaver  Creek,  Minn.  The  resignation  is  to  take 
effect  December  15. 

Martin  Haakenson,  agent  for  the  Security  Ele- 
vator Co.  at  Boyd,  Minn.,  was  unable  to  attend  to 
his  duties  for  some  time  recently,  being  disabled 
by  too  heavy  lifting. 

0.  C.  Higbee  has  resigned  as  agent  for  the  Duff 
Grain  Co.  at  Gretna,  Nebr.,  to  take  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Farmers'  Co-operative  Shipping  Asso- 
ciation at  that  place. 

J.  N.  Dunaway,  a  grain  dealer  of  Ottawa,  111., 
was  injured  recently  by  falling  down  a  flight  of 
stairs  at  his  residence.  His  injuries  are  not  serious, 
no  bones  being  broken. 

G.  L.  Ellsworth  of  Howard  Lake,  Minn.,  has  re- 
moved to  Murdock,  Minn.,  and  taken  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Murray  Elevator  recently  acquired  by 
the  Duluth  Elevator  Co. 

Charles  Hurd,  formerly  buyer  for  De  Laney 
Bros,  at  Tioga,  N.  D.,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
same  firm's  house  at  Ray,  N.  D.  He  is  succeeded 
at  Tioga  by  W.  H.  Dixon. 

Frank  Sherburne,  who  has  been  in  charge  oi.  the 
Northwestern  Elevator  Co.'s  elevator  at  Pipestone, 
Minn.,  has  been  transferred  to  ihe  same  company's 
house  at  Breckenridge,  Minn. 

Edward  Drake,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the 
Great  Western  Elevator  Co.'s  house  at  Ogden,  Iowa, 
has  been  transferred  to  Dayton,  Iowa.  The  elevator 
at  Ogden  has  been  closed  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  grain. 

Horace  Rickards,  who  lias  been  for  some  time 
chief  clerk  in  the  joint  railroad  offices  at  the  stock 
yards,  Wichita,  Kans.,  has  resigned  and  accepted 
the  position  of  traffic  manager  of  the  Scott-Stevens 
Grain  Co.,  of  Wichita. 

Charles  A.  French,  for  the  past  three  years  a 
deputy  grain  inspector  in  the  Minnesota  Grain  In- 
spection Department,  has  applied  for  the  position 
cf  inspector  of  grain,  feed  and  millstuffis,  a  new 
office  recently  created  by  vote  of  the  Minneapolis 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

James  A.  Speirs  will  have  charge  of  the  grain 
business  of  J.  W.  Ayres,  who  recently  purchased 
the  Kinsella  Grain  Co.'s  elevator  at  Hedrick,  Iowa. 
C.  B.  Nance,  the  former  agent  of  the  Kinsella 
Grain  Co.,  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  com- 
pany's house  at  Ollie,  Iowa. 

J.  J.  Vickerman,  formerly  of  Jasper,  Minn.,  is 
now  buying  grain  for  the  Davenport  Elevator  Co. 
at  Altoona,  I\Iinn.  Mr.  Vickerman  was  the  Daven- 
port Elevator  Co.'s  agent  at  Ellsworth,  Minn.,  be- 
fore going  to  Altoona.   The  house  at  Ellsworth  has 


been  closed  on  account  of  the  almost  total  destruc- 
tion of  the  crops  in  that  vicinity  by  hail  last  July. 

J.  A.  Mitchell,  local  agent  for  the  Tacoma  Ware- 
house &  Elevator  Co.  at  Sprague,  Wash.,  has  re- 
signed and  accepted  a  position  at  Giendive,  Mont. 

A.  A.  Koehnlein  has  taken  the  position  of  wheat 
buyer  for  the  Jenkins  Elevator  Co.  at  Elizabeth, 
Minn.,  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  H.  Peter- 
son. 

R.  E.  Persinger,  who  was  local  manager  of  the 
Crocker  Elevator  Co.  at  Maroa,  111.,  for  several 
years,  and  later  for  the  Shellabarger  Elevator  Co., 
has  removed  to  Decatur,  111.,  where  he  will  be  em- 
ployed by  the  same  company.  He  is  succeeded  at 
Maroa  by  W.  J.  Compton,  formerly  in  charge  of 
the  Allsup  Elevator. 


BARLEY  AND  MALT 


It  is  stated  that  the  American  Malting  Co.  is  ex- 
pected to  build  a  plant  at  Omaha,  Nebr.,  to  cost 
$500,000. 

United  States  letters  patent  No.  743,810  have  been 
granted  to  Bernard  Berg  of  Chicago,  111.,  on  a 
malting  process. 

Hans  Krusemark,  Dresden,  Germany,  has  been 
granted  United  States  letters  patent  No.  744,567 
on  a  malt-breaking  mill. 

Letters  patent  No.  745,366  have  been  granted  to 
F.  H.  C.  Mey,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  by  the  United  States 
Patent  Office  on  a  malting  and  diying  apparatus. 

A  recent  report  from  Dayton,  Wash.,  states  that 
about  65  per  cent  of  the  barley  in  Columbia  county 
has  been  sold  this  fall,  but  a  comparatively  small 
per  cent  of  this  has  been  moved  and  is  now  in  the 
warehouses.  It  is  stated  that  the  acreage  of  barley 
sown  for  next  year  will  be  about  35  per  cent  more 
than  last  year. 

It  is  announced  that  the  American  Malting  Co. 
will  at  once  take  steps  to  erect  new  buildings  at 
Milwaukee  to  replace  those  damaged  and  destroyed 
by  fire  some  time  ago.  About  $250,000  will  be  ex- 
pended in  the  work,  the  most  expensive  building 
being  a  solid  brick  elevator  with  a  capacity  of  500,- 
000  bushels.  A  malt  house,  with  a  capacity  of  100,- 
000  bushels  will  also  be  erected. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Davenport  Malt  &  Grain 
Co.  held  a  meeting  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  recently 
and  elected  the  following  board  of  directors:  Henry 
Klindt,  Claus  Stoltenberg,  Henry  Bremer,  Adolph 
Stoltenberg,  Herman  Wulf,  Peter  Feddersen  and 
John  Stockdale.  A  10  per  cent  dividend  was  de- 
clared, payable  December  31.  The  company  has 
filed  amended  articles  of  incorporation  increasing 
its  capital  stock  from  $180,000  to  $300,000. 

The  Mankato  Malting  Co.,  of  Mankato,  Minn., 
which  was  incorporated  last  February  and  succeed- 
ed the  Mankato  Malt  &  Grain  Co.,  has  commenced 
operations  in  its  recently  completed  plant.  The 
buildings  are  in  the  form  of  an  L  and  are  five  stor- 
ies in  height,  equipped  with  modern  machinery. 
The  larger  portion  of  the  L  is  150x80  feet  and  the 
remainder  100x50  feet.  The  plant  cost  $150,000 
and  has  an  annual  capacity  of  750,000  bushels. 
The  equipment  includes  12  pneumatic  malting 
drums. 

The  Orange  Judd  Farmer  estimates  the  barley 
acreage  for  1903  at  5,279,000  acres  and  the  average 
yield  per  acre  at  26.3  bushels.  The  total  crop  is 
estimated  at  139.145,000  bushels.  The  largest 
yield  was  that  of  California  with  an  acreage  of 
:;.313,000  acres  and  an  average  yield  per  acre  of 
26.0  bushels.  The  yield  for  this  state  was  34,138,000 
bushels.  The  next  largest  yield  was  that  of  Minne- 
sota with  an  acreage  of  1,099.000  acres  and  a  total 
yield  of  28,794,000  bushels.  The  average  yield  per 
acre  was  26.2  bushels.  The  yield  of  Iowa  was 
14,161.000  bushels:  of  Wisconsin.  13,786,000  bush- 
els: of  North  Dakota,  12,694.000,  and  of  South 
Dakota  10,830,000. 

At  the  postponed  annual  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Malting  Company  held  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 
on  November  12,  a  contest  developed  over  the  plan 
of  reorganization  proposed  by  the  present  manage- 
ment, involving  the  issuance  of  an  additional  $10,- 
000,000  preferred  and  $10,000,000  common  stock. 
The  opposing  stockholders  attacked  the  manage- 
ment and  nominated  new  directors,  but  the  old 
board,  with  one  exception,  was  re-elected.  Suits  are 
rending  against  former  directors,  involving  about 
$2,500,000,  to  require  them  to  restore  to  the  treas- 
ury dividends  alleged  to  have  been  paid  out  of  the 
capital,  and  to  make  good  damages  caused  by  al- 
leged unlawful  acts.  Another  suit  has  been  brought 
to  compel  the  promoters  to  account  to  the  com- 
pany for  $500. ono  of  preferred  stock  and  $7,740,000 
common  stock  alleged  to  have  been  misappro- 
priated. Mr.  Bennett,  representing  the  opposition 
to  the  management,  made  a  long  address  at  the 
meeting,  in  which  he  charged  that  "almost  every 
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director  of  the  company  is  a  manager  of  a  branch 
establishment.  The  company  has  not  been  mak- 
ing more  than  3\<z  per  cent,  when  the  directors  de- 
clared a  dividend  of  from  7  to  SV2  per  cent." 

The  San  Francisco  Chronicle  states  that  the  acre- 
age sown  to  barley  in  California  last  winter  was 
probably  the  most  extensive  in  the  history  of  that 
state.  This  cereal  was  largely  sown  throughout 
the  southerly  portion  of  the  state,  and  as  that 
section  had  a  satisfactory  rainfall  the  yield  was 
liberal.  The  crop  is  estimated  over  5,000,000  tons, 
and  higher  than  this  by  other  authorities.  It  is 
said  that  the  European  demand  for  California  bar- 
ley is  growing  steadily  and  that  in  time  it  will 
he  one  of  the  chief  exports  of  the  state. 


IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  OF  BARLEY  AND 
MALT. 

BARLEY. 


Imports — 

Bushels. 

Value. 

October,  1902 

21,272 

$  12,642 

October,  1903 

9,852 

5,136 

Ten  mo.  end. 

October,  1902 

  26,60a 

15,783 

Ten  mo.  end. 

October,  1903 

  17,597 

9,126 

Exports — 

October,  1902 

916,098 

506,897 

October,  1903 

2,373,236 

1,423,270 

Ten.  mo.  end. 

October,  1902 

 6,591,014 

3,417,670 

Ten  mo.  end. 

October,  1903 

 7,160,390 

4,152,959 

BARLEY 

MALT. 

Exports — 

October,  1902 

30,631 

21,575 

October,  1903 

18,674 

13,358 

Ten  mo.  end. 

October,  1902 

  347,727 

235,524 

Ten  mo.  end.  October,  1903          310,204  227,241 


SEEDS 


The  Western  Seed  &  Irrigation  Co.  has  removed 
from  "Waterloo,  Nebr.,  to  Fremont,  that  state. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Wisconsin  yield  of  peas  is 
disappointing,  but  that  Michigan  has  had  a  better 
harvest,  reversing  last  year's  conditions. 

Wood,  Stubbs  &  Co.,  seed  dealers  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  are  reported  to  have  incorporated  with  a  cap- 
ital stock  of  $75,000.  C.  F.  Wood  and  W.  P.  Stubbs 
are  the  incorporators. 

The  Missouri  Valley  Seed  Co.  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000,  has  filed  articles  of 
incorporation.  L.  0.  Weakley,  A.  G.  Samuel  and 
Walter  Cash  are  the  incorporators. 

The  new  grain  and  milling  firm  of  Hulshizer  & 
Miller,  which  recently  succeeded  to  the  business  of 
Hulshizer  &  Butterfield  at  Hamburg,  Iowa,  has  en- 
gaged in  the  seed  business.  A  seed  house  22x44 
feet  and  three  stories  in  height  is  being  built. 

The  Southern  Seed  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The 
incorporators  are:  James  G.  Tinsley,  Richmond, 
Va.;  T.  G.  Tinsley,  Knoxville.  Tenn.;  A.  D.  Ledoux, 
New  York;  L.  S.  Merimee,  T.  H.  Merimee  and  Ed- 
win C.  Foltz. 

A  seed  company  has  been  chartered  at  Camden, 
N.  J.,  under  the  style  of  the  Corn-Belt  Seed  House. 
The  capital  stock  is  $100,000  and  the  incorporators 
are:  A.  Charles  Cook,  C.  M.  Buckley  and  B.  B. 
Virden.  The  object  of  the  concern  is  to  deal  in 
seeds,  bulbs,*  etc. 

The  Ohio  state  report,  issued  December  1,  says 
that  a  third  of  the  clover  area  was  cut  for  seed, 
yielding  only  1.30  bushels  per  a-re.  King  says 
this  is  a  smaller  yield  than  for  the  past  two  years. 
The  yield  a  year  ago  was  1.49  bushels  per  acre, 
against  1.52  bushels  two  years  ago. 

The  schedules  in  bankruptcy  of  the  Cape  Vincent 
Seed  Co.  of  Cape  Vincent  and  New  York  City,  N.  Y., 
the  failure  of  which  was  reported  in  our  last  issue, 
show  liabilities  of  $103,800,  some  of  which  are  dis- 
puted, and  nominal  assets  of  $40,074.  They  con- 
sist of  real  estate  at  Cape  Vincent  costing  $30,000 
and  mortgaged  for  $25,000;  stock,  $5,361;  office 
furniture  and  factory  fixtures,  $600;  cash,  $45; 
accounts,  $88,  and  unliquidated  claims,  $3,980. 
Among  the  creditors  are  the  United  National  Bank 
of  New  York,  $25,000,  secured  by  a  mortgage  on 
the  plant  and  buildings  at  Cape  Vincent,  the  va- 
lidity of  which  is  disputed. 

The  experiment  station  of  the  agricultural  col- 
lege at  Fargo,  N.  D.,  has  prepared  collections  of 
the  worst  weed  seeds  in  North  Dakota  and  is  fur- 
nishing them  to  the  farmers  of  that  state.  Each 
collection  consists  of  26  varieties  of  weed  seeds 
put  up  in  glass  vials  and  properly  labeled.  They 
are  enclosed  in  a  box  prepared  for  that  purpose 
and  are  furnished  to  farmers  at  $2  per  set.  This 
is  said  to  only  cover  the  actual  cost  of  collecting 
and  preparing  the  samples.  The  object  of  the  plan 
to  furnish  the  farmers  with  specimens  of  the  weed 
seeds  is  to  familiarize  them  with  the  various  kinds 


and  enable  them  to  avoid  sowing  grain  fouled  with 
the  seeds  of  weeds. 

J.  B.  Evans,  a  graduate  of  the  Washington  Agri- 
cultural College  at  Pullman,  Wash.,  has  gone  to 
Washington,  D.  C,  where  ho  will  continue  his  in- 
vestigation in  the  department  of  foreign  seeds 
of  the  Agricultural  Department.  Mr.  Evans  has 
been  engaged  in  experimenting  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  seeds  into  the  Northwest,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  since 
his  graduation.  He  has  had  direct  charge  of  the 
stations  at  Reztville,  Wash.,  and  the  Horse  Heaven 
county,  and  his  endeavor  has  been  the  introduction 
of  foreign  plants  suitable  to  the  semi-arid  regions 
of  Washington.  Mr.  Evans'  work  at  Washington 
will  be  a  continuation  of  what  he  has  already  done 
in  the  Northwest  and  he  will  also  do  special  work 
for  the  department  at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition. 
He  will  return  to  the  state  of  Washington  later 
and  resume  his  work  on  the  actual  testing  of  the 
adaptability  of  the  seeds  he  haa  collected  to  the 
soil  of  that  state. 


FLAXSEED 


The  first  trade  in  July  flax  of  next  year  to  be 
made  at  Duluth  was  made  on  December  1  at  IOO14 
cents  or  one  ceni  over  May  at  the  time. 

With  the  closing  of  navigation  it  is  stated  that 
flax  stocks  at  Duluth  on  that  date  (December  2) 
were  3,300,000  bushels,  which  amount  will  go  into 
winter  quarters. 

F.  W.  Kettenbach  of  the  Kettenbach  Grain  Co., 
Lewiston,  Idaho,  is  reported  as  stating  that  the  low 
price  of  flax  this  season  sounds  the  knell  of  flax 
growing  in  the  Clearwater  country.  Throughout 
this  season  contract  flax  was  sold  at  90c,  this  being 
the  minimum  price  under  the  contracts. 

Flax  stocks  in  the  interior  houses  had  decreased 
695,000  bushels  by  December  1  and  the  totals  on 
that  date  were  as  follows:  Duluth,  4,034,000  bush- 
els; Minneapolis,  1,400,000  bushels;  the  county, 
1.630,000  bushels.  The  figures  for  last  year  on 
the  same  date  show  2,305,000  bushels  of  flax  at 
Duluth;  1.001,000  bushels  at  Minneapolis,  and  1,- 
702,000  bushels  at  country  points. 

During  the  month  of  October  885  bushels  of  flax- 
seed, valued  at  $1,024,  were  exported  as  compared 
with  1,613.584  bushels,  valued  at  $2,214,211,  for 
the  preceding  October.  For  the  ten  months  end- 
ing with  October  1,007,013  bushels  of  flaxseed, 
valued  at  $1,161,971,  were  exported  as  compared 
with  2,099,106  bushels,  valued  at  $2,955,055,  for  the 
corresponding  ten  months  ending  with  the  preced- 
ing October. 

The  big  steel  steamer  John  T.  Hutchinson,  load- 
ed with  187,000  bushels  of  flax  and  bound  from  Du- 
luth to  lower  lakes,  ran  aground  on  Keweenaw 
Point,  near  Eagle  Harbor,  on  November  29,  and 
40,000  bushels  of  her  cargo  were  thrown  overboard. 
Several  thousand  bushels  more  were  taken  off  in 
bags  and  carried  to  Houghton,  Mich.  The  vessel 
and  cargo  are  insured  for  $400,000  and  a  wrecking 
crew  is  making  strenuous  efforts  to  save  the  boat. 
The  flax  was  shipped  by  the  Cargill  Commission 
Co.,  for  the  American  Linseed  Oil  Co.,  and  was  con- 
signed to  the  National  Lead  Co. 

The  Dornbusch  of  November  20  says  in  regard  to 
the  Argentine  flax  crop  that  the  area  seeded  was 
445,000  acres  and  that  the  area  to  be  harvested  will 
be  fully  1,000,000  acres  more  than  last  year.  The 
1903-04  crop  is  estimated  at  40,000,000  bushels.  The 
domestic  consumption  of  Argentine  is  estimated  at 
2.000,000  bushels  yearly.  Last  year  there  was  a 
very  large  loss  in  area  in  the  province  of  Santa 
Fe  from  frost  and  drought,  about  600,000  acres, 
but  despite  this  the  crop  raised  permitted  of  ex- 
ports of  24,000,000  bushels.  This  year  there  has 
been  very  few  complaints  of  any  kind. 

The  Orange  Judd  Farmer  in  a  recent  issue  sums 
up  the  flax  crop  as  follows:  "The  flax  crop  in  late 
years  has  been  so  completely  concentrated  into  the 
three  northwestern  states  of  Minnesota  and  the 
Dakotas  that  its  volume  depends  almost  entirely 
upon  the  weather  conditions  in  that  limited  area. 
This  year  more  than  86  per  cent  of  the  total  acre- 
age is  in  this  territory.  The  rate  of  yield  as  finally 
determined  is  slightly  larger  than  was  anticipated 
immediately  after  the  summer  drouth.  In  Minne- 
sota and  North  Dakota  it  is  smaller  than  the 
yield  of  last  year,  and  must  be  regarded  as  an  un- 
satisfactory return.  In  South  Dakota,  however,  the 
season  was  decidedly  more  satisfactory  and  the 
rate  of  yield  upon  an  acreage  somewhat  smaller 
than  last  yeai  is  fully  up  to,  or  perhaps  slightly 
above  the  normal  return.  The  quality  of  the  crop 
in  the  northwest  is  only  fairly  good.  The  dete- 
rioration is  not  sufficient  to  mark  it  as  bad,  but 
at  the  same  time  it  does  not  reach  the  usual  stand- 
ard for  that  district."  The  same  authority  esti- 
mates the  total  acreage  of  flax  for  the  current  year 


at  3,159,000  acres  and  the  average  yield  per  acre 
at  8.4  bushels.  The  total  yield  for  1903  is  estimated 
at  26,639,000  bushels  as  compared  with  29,251,400 
bushels  the  estimated  yield  of  1902. 


TRANSPORTATION 


The  Central  Traffic  Association  advanced  freight 
rates  on  grain  two  cents,  effective  December  1. 

The  Missouri  Pacific  put  into  effect  on  December 
1  new  grain  rates  that  place  Omaha  and  Council 
Bluffs  on  a  parity  with  Kansas  City  in  propor- 
tional grain  rates  to  the  east  and  to  the  gulf. 

In  addition  to  the  employment  of  all  the  Cana- 
dian shipyards  steadily  on  new  craft,  the  Canadian 
grain-carrying  trade  has  provided  cargoes  for  six 
English-built  steamers  that  have  ueen  brought  to 
the  great  lakes  this  year.  The  English-built  boats 
are  the  Wexford,  Tadousac,  Neebing,  A.  B.  Ames, 
J.  H.  Plummer,  and  H.  M.  Pellatt. 

Among  the  extensions  planned  by  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  in  Minnesota  is  one  from  Peli- 
can Rapids,  in  Otter  Tail  County,  north  a  distance 
of  about  105  miles.  It  will  crosa  the  Fosston  line 
at  Mcintosh,  running  up  into  the  Red  Wing  coun- 
try and  well  up  toward  the  Canadian  border  line. 
The  company  also  contemplates  building  a  line  from 
Thief  River  Falls,  Minn.,  north  about  31  miles. 

The  new  rates  of  the  Burlington  from  Nebraska 
to  Minneapolis  have  gone  into  effect.  These  are 
the  distance  rates  to  Omaha,  plus  9  cents  on  wheat 
and  8  cents  on  corn.  The  Great  Western  original- 
ly announced  that  the  9  and  8  cent  rates  would  ap- 
ply to  only  such  wheat  as  originated  at  points  from 
which  the  rate  was  10  cents  or  higher.  Conditions 
have  so  shaped  themselves,  however,  that  all  grain 
from  this  territory  is  now  shipped  from  Omaha  to 
Minneapolis  at  the  9  and  8  cent  rates. 

The  decrease  granted  by  the  Northern  Central 
Railway  in  October  on  rates  on  export  grain  to  Bal- 
timore merchants,  so  as  to  give  them  a  chance  to 
compete  with  the  Western  merchants,  and  which 
would  have  expired  on  November  30,  has  been  ex- 
tended by  the  railway  company  to  December  31. 
This  applies  to  grain  in  bulk  shipped  east  to  Lake 
Erie  ports.  The  rates  are  as  follows:  Wheat  and 
flaxseed,  4.10  cents  per  bushel;  corn  and  rye,  3.85 
cents;  barley,  3.60  cents,  and  oats,  3.10  cents. 

The  Chicago  Great  Western's  new  grain  tariffs 
to  Chicago  and  Minneapolis,  in  effect  on  December 
14,  will  be  14  cents  and  to  Minneapolis,  9  cents. 
These  rates  will  be  met  by  all  the  Omaha-Chicago 
lines.  A  press  report  from  Omaha  on  December  8 
states  that  the  Rock  Island  has  announced  a  flat 
proportional  rate  of  9  cents  on  wheat  and  8  cents 
on  corn  to  the  Mississippi  river  and  Minneapolis 
and  a  rate  of  14  cents  on  wheat  and  13  cents  on 
corn  to  the  Chicago  market.  The  rate  applies  on 
all  grain  and  grain  products  originating  west  of 
the  Missouri  River  and  as  the  unloading  privilege 
is  allowed  in  transit,  it  is  virtually  a  milling  in 
transit  rate.  Other  roads  have  made  low  propor- 
tional rates  on  grain  shipments  originating  in 
the  north  half  of  Nebraska,  out  the  Rock  Island 
rate  covers  the  entire  state  and  part  of  northern 
Kansas. 

The  Great  Northern  Railway  has  taken  a  hand  in 
the  troubles  arising  from  cuts  on  grain  rates  out  of 
Nebraska  and  has  announced  new  proportional  rates 
from  Sioux  City.  The  new  rates  are  as  follows: 
From  Sioux  City  to  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  on 
wheat  and  similar  grains,  9  cents;  coarse  grains,  8 
cents.  From  Sioux  City  to  the  Head  of  the  Lakes, 
on  wheat,  14  cents,  and  on  coarse  grains,  13  cents. 
A  new  proportional  freight  tariff  will  be  issued 
which  will  make  important  changes  in  the  grain 
rates  out  of  Sioux  City,  and  will  probably  be  fol- 
lowed by  new  tariffs  from  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  &  Omaha,  making  whatever  rates  into 
St.  Paul  and  the  Head  of  the  Lakes  the  Great  North- 
ern names.  The  Great  Northern's  official  circular 
announcing  the  new  rates  will  say.  •'Rates  to  Sioux 
City  from  points  west  of  the  Missouri  river  added 
to  the  proportional  rates  named  herein  will  be  the 
through  rates,  subject  to  the  following  minimums: 
To  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,  wheat,  etc.,  14  cents; 
corn,  etc.,  13  cents.  To  Duluth  and  Superior, 
wheat,  etc.,  ISV2  cents;  corn,  etc..  16%  cents.  The 
rates  above  named  will  be  divided  by  allowing  the 
lines  west  of  the  Missouri  river  the  local  rate  to 
Sioux  City,  the  remainder  of  the  rate  accruing  to 
the  Willmar  &  Sioux  Falls  Railway."  Great  North- 
ern officials  announce  that  should  the  rate  situation 
in  Omaha  develop  any  further  cuts  on  Nebraska 
grain  for  Minneapolis  or  the  Head  of  the  Lakes 
the  cuts  will  be  met  at  Sioux  City,  and  Great  North- 
ern rates  will  immediately  fall  to  the  flgures  estab- 
lished. 


Fort  Worth  is  said  to  handle  about  9,000,000 
bushels  of  grain  annually. 
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IN  THE  COVFITS 


In  the  case  of  Geo.  A.  Adams  Grain  Co.  against 
James  H.  Conrad  at  Omaha,  a  jury  rendered  judg- 
ment against  Conrad  for  $353.33,  amount  of  loss  to 
the  grain  company  hy  Conrad's  failure  to  deliver 
13,000  bushels  of  oats  as  agreed. 

The  Hammond  Elevator  Company,  buclcet-shop, 
at  Hammond,  Ind.,  has  secured  from  the  Lake 
County  Superior  Court  a  writ  of  mandamus  order- 
ing the  W.  U.  Tel.  Co.  to  deliver  to  it  grain  quota- 
tions pending  final  action  of  the  court. 

Asa  Griffin,  a  customer  of  P.  B.  Weare,  lost  $20,000, 
borrowed  money  from  the  Bank  of  Montreal.  When 
the  notes  became  due  he  pleaded  an  "unlawful 
agreement  and  combination,"  which,  he  claimed,  in- 
validated the  notes.    The  case  is  still  pending. 

Andrew  Teslow  and  the  Minnesota  Grain  Com- 
pany are  suing  the  Great  Northern  Railway  for 
$1,876  because,  it  is  alleged,  2,800  bushels  of  wheat 
were  destroyed  by  fire  while  being  transported  from 
Hereford,  Minn.,  to  an  elevator  of  the  defendant. 

The  court  at  St.  Louis,  on  technical  grounds,  on 
November  19,  quashed  one  of  the  indictments 
against  Maj.  H.  C.  Dennis  of  the  Rialto  Grain  and 
Securities  Company,  in  which  the  complaining  wit- 
ness was  Leslie  Perrine  of  Wheeler,  HI.,  who  claims 
to  have  lost  $236  through  the  Rialto  Company. 

The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  has  set 
January  5  as  the  date  for  hearing  the  complaint  of 
the  Canon  Falls  Farmers'  Elevator  Company  of 
Canon  Fails,  Minn.,  that  the  rates  of  15c  and  7c  per 
cwt.  on  grain  from  Canon  Falls  to  Chicago  and 
Minneapolis  are  exorbitant,  while  the  rate  to 
Minneapolis  and  Chicago  was  only  TV2C. 

Chas.  T.  Rippe  of  Forest  City,  la.,  one  of  the 
victims  of  the  Southern  Indiana  Grain  Co.,  has 
sued  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  Company 
and  the  firm  of  Logan  &  Co.,  grain  dealers  of  Nash- 
ville, in  the  chancery  court  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to 
recover  judgment  for  $2,607,  the  value  of  four  car- 
loads of  oats,  alleged  to  have  been  wrongfully  de- 
livered by  the  defendant  railroad  company.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  oats  were  delivered  to  the  South- 
ern Indiana  Grain  Company  to  be  held  subject  to 
the  latter's  orders. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Nebraska  has  affirmed  the 
judgment  of  the  trial  court  awarding  to  Nye  & 
Schneider  against  the  W.  U.  Tel.  Co.  damages 
caused  by  delay  in  transmission  of  a  telegram  in 
a  grain  deal.  The  measure  of  damage  allowed  is 
the  difference  in  value  between  the  price  the  plain- 
tiff would  have  received  for  the  corn  had  the  sale 
been  made  and  the  market  value  of  the  corn  at 
such  time  and  place  of  delivery,  unaffected  by  the 
price  at  which  the  plaintiff  may  have  disposed  of 
the  corn  after  that  time. 

Gallogby  &  Firestine,  hay  and  grain  shippers  at 
Leipsic,  0.,  began  action  at  Ottawa,  O.,  on  Novem- 
ber 25  under  the  anti-trust  act  against  the  C.  H.  & 
D.  Ry.  Co.,  the  Northwestern  Grain  Dealers'  Asso- 
ciation and  others,  alleging  an  unlawful  combina- 
tion to  keep  down  the  price  of  corn.  They  claim 
that  they  have  been  paying  2  to  10c  more  per  bushel 
for  corn  than  the  defendant  dealers,  who  are  being 
aided  by  the  railway  company,  which  refuses  to 
furnish  Gallogby  &  t  irestine  cars  in  which  to  ship 
ear  corn.    They  ask  $10,000  damages. 

An  interesting  decision  comes  from  a  Supreme 
Court  of  Nebraska  in  a  case  of  St.  J.  &  G.  I.  Ry. 
Co.  against  W.  H.  Lucas  and  others  of  P^airbury, 
Nebr.  Lucas  claimed  title  to  land  upon  which  an 
elevator  stood  by  adverse  possession,  it  being 
shown  that  it  had  been  so  used  for  fifteen  years. 
The  railway  contended  that  the  right  of  way  of  a 
railway  company  having  been  acquired  by  grant 
from  the  general  government  for  the  construction 
of  a  railway  thereon,  the  statute  of  limitations  is 
not  a  defense  to  an  action  brought  by  said  company 
to  recover  possession  of  a  strip  of  land  within  such 
right  of  way;  and  this  doctrine  the  Supreme  Court 
endorses  by  its  decision  against  Lucas  et  al. 

Warrants  were  issued  in  Duluth  on  December  5 
for  the  arrest  of  R.  H.  Edwards  and  L.  A.  and  F. 
B.  Woods,  operating  at  Minneapolis  as  Edwards, 
Woods  &  Co.,  with  branches  at  Duluth  and  else- 
where. The  prosecutor  is  Chas.  F.  Staples,  rail- 
road commissioner,  who  charges  the  firm  at  Duluth 
with  defrauding  shippers  of  sums  ranging  from  $3 
to  $25  per  car,  by  reporting  sales  at  a  less  price 
than  they  actually  received  by  making  A/S.  incom- 
plete, the  law  requiring  a  report  to  the  shipper  of 
the  name  of  buyer  and  the  day  and  hour  of  sale. 
It  is  alleged  these  particulars  have  been  evaded. 
The  firm  at  Minneapolis  (head  office)  says  their 
Duluth  office  is  in  the  hands  of  Geo.  K.  Taylor,  as 
manager  and  that  they  have  every  confidence  in 
his  honesty  and  integrity;  and  attribute  their 
trouble  to  a  discharged  bookkeeper  who  is  trying 


to  "get  even."  They  appeared  in  court  on  Decem- 
ber 7,  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  gave  bail  in  the  sum 
of  $200  each.    Trial  was  set  for  January  5,  1904. 

I.  L.  Corse  of  Minneapolis  has  sued  the  Minnesota 
Grain  Company  and  N.  O.  and  Carl  A.  Werner  for 
$10,000.  Corse  alleges  that  the  defendants  have  a 
claim  of  $10,000  against  Anna  C.  Hogan  of  New 
Paynesville.  As  security  she  turned  over  mort- 
gages on  real  estate,  an  elevator  and  other  proper- 
ty, worth  from  $18,000  to  $20,000.  Upon  investi- 
gation it  was  found  by  the  defendants  that  the  se- 
curities were  not  worth  what  was  claimed,  and 
they  were  then  sold  to  I.  L.  Corse  &  Co.  for  $10,000. 
The  plaintiffs  ask  that  upon  return  of  the  securi- 
ties, they  be  reimbursed  to  the  extent  of  $10,000. 

On  complaint  of  C.  F.  Staples,  one  of  the  Railroad 
Commissioners  of  Minnesota,  Homer  T.  Fowler  of 
West  Superior  was  arrested  on  December  6  on  a 
charge  of  tampering  with  flax  samples,  a  car  in 
ihe  G.  N.  yards  at  West  Superior.  It  is  alleged 
that  Fowler  would  put  screenings  into  the  samples 
taken  by  the  official  sampler  in  order  to  make  it 
appear  that  the  car  contained  from  2  to  6  per  cent 
more  dirt  than  was  actually  the  case.  Then  he 
would  buy,  or  attempt  to  buy,  the  flax  on  the  basis 
of  the  doctored  sample.  Mr.  Fowler  strenuously 
denies  the  charge.  He  accuses  the  flax  inspector  as 
incompetent. 

F.  F.  Woodward  sues  P.  A.  Huntington  &  Co.  at 

Columbus,  0.,  for  $382,  alleging  that  on  March  5  he 
bought  of  the  Franklin  Grain  and  Elevator  Com- 
pany of  Columbus  1,000  bushels  of  shelled  yellow 
corn,  to  be  sent  to  Brunswick,  Maine,  and  that  on 
presentation  to  him  of  a  bill  of  lading  purporting 
to  show  that  the  Hocking  "Valley  Railroad  Company 
had  shipped  the  corn,  a  draft  for  $382  was  paid. 
This  bill  of  lading  is  alleged  to  have  been  forged. 
It  is  claimed  that  afterward  the  corn  was  shipped, 
however;  but  that  the  banking  firm  got  possession 
of  this  bill  of  lading  and  refuses  to  turn  it  or  the 
corn  over  to  Woodward. 


FIRES-CASUALTIES 


The  Monarch  Elevator  at  Pembina,  N.  D.,  was 
slightly  damaged  by  fire  on  the  night  of  November 
30. 

The  elevator  at  Conger,  Minn.,  was  burned  on 
November  24,  together  with  6,000  bushels  of  grain. 
The  fire  is  supposed  to  have  started  from  the  otlice 
stove. 

An  incendiary  attempted  to  burn  the  Northwest- 
ern Elevator  Co.'s  elevator  at  Maynard,  Minn.,  re- 
cently, but  the  fire  was  discovered  in  time  to  save 
the  building. 

The  elevator  of  F.  B.  Fulton  at  Agenda,  Kans., 
was  recently  destroyed  by  fire.  The  loss  on  the 
building  and  contents  is  $3,600,  with  $1,800  insur- 
ance.   Mr.  Fulton  will  rebuild  at  once. 

The  McCaull-Webster  Elevator  Co.'s  elevator  at 
Holmquist,  S.  D.,  was  burned  together  with  6,000 
bushels  of  grain  on  the  morning  of  November  12. 
The  origin  of  the  fire  is  not  known,  but  is  at- 
tributed to  incendiarism. 

H.  B.  Kinster's  elevator  at  Ruscomb,  Out.,  was 
totally  destroyed  together  with  its  contents  at  7:30 
o'clock  p.  m.,  November  13.  The  cause  of  the  fire 
is  unknown.  A  small  amount  of  insurance  was 
carried  on  the  burned  building. 

The  I.  M.  Yost  Milling  Co.'s  flour  mill  and  ele- 
vator at  Hays  City,  Kans.,  were  destroyed  by  a 
fire  of  supposed  incendiary  origin  on  December  2. 
The  postoffice  and  a  block  of  business  buildings 
also  were  burned.    The  total  loss  is  $200,000. 

Fire  at  Westbrook,  Me.,  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  De- 
cember 2,  destroyed  a  large  brick  structure  owned 
hy  the  S.  D.  Warren  Co.  and  occupied  by  various 
enterprises.  James  W.  Morris,  a  grain  dealer,  suf- 
fered a  loss  of  $10,000,  practically  covered  by  in- 
surance. 

The  elevator  at  Conlogue,  111.,  owned  by  J.  T. 
Rickets,  gave  way  on  November  21  allowing  a  large 
quantity  of  corn  to  run  out  upon  the  Big  Four 
tracks  and  delaying  traffic  for  several  hours.  The 
bursting  of  the  elevator  was  due  to  tne  fact  that  it 
was  overloaded  with  corn. 

Fire  of  unknown  origin  on  November  29  de- 
stroyed the  warehouse  at  Pepin,  Wis.,  owned  by  E. 
H.  Pfaff.  The  loss  on  the  building  is  $3,000,  with 
$1,500  insurance.  There  were  2,000  bushels  of  grain 
in  the  house  valued  at  $1,500  and  owned  hy  Paul 
Tufner  of  Fountain  City,  Wis. 

Julius  Rippel,  50  years  of  age,  an  employe  of  the 
Wheeler  Elevator  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  was  found  dead 
at  the  bottom  of  a  bin  on  November  19.  Rippel  was 
stationed  in  the  tower  of  the  elevator  and  was 
known  as  the  machinery  man.  It  was  his  business 
10  answer  signals  sent  from  the  boats.  When  he 
ceased  to  answer  signals  his  fellow  employes  made 


a  search  for  him  and  he  was  found  dead,  as  above 
stated,  with  a  fracture  at  the  base  of  his  skulL 
How  the  accident  occurred  is  not  known. 

W.  J.  Dills,  manager  of  Medherry  &  Darnell's 
elevator  at  Hornick,  Iowa,  painfully  injured  one 
of  his  hands  recently  while  trying  to  loosen  a 
clogged  carrier  cup  in  an  elevator  leg.  The  ma- 
chinery started  suddenly  and  before  lie  could 
extricate  his  hand  it  was  badly  lacerated. 

The  elevator  at  Goodeil,  Iowa,  owned  and  op- 
erated by  Thomas  Cashman,  was  burned  to  the 
ground  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  November  22.  The  fire 
started  in  the  power  house  and  is  thought  to  have 
been  of  incendiary  origin.  The  burned  elevator 
contained  about  8,000  bushels  of  grain.  The  loss 
was  $8,000,  with  some  insurance. 

The  Heyman  Milling  Co.'s  elevator,  two  resi- 
dences and  a  general  store  at  Havana,  Ohio,  were 
destroyed  by  fire  on  the  afternoon  of  November 
27.  The  elevator  contained  about  7,000  bushels  of 
grain.  The  total  loss  occasioned  by  the  conflagra- 
tion is  estimated  at  $40,000.  The  fire  originated 
in  the  elevator,  but  the  cause  has  not  been  learned. 

The  premises  of  the  Wilkins  Grain  Co.,  whole- 
sale and  retail  dealers  in  grain,  flour  and  feed  at 
Albia,  Iowa,  were  destroyed  by  a  fire  which  burned 
the  greater  portion  of  the  business  section  of  that 
town  on  November  12.  The  loss  to  the  Wilkins 
Grain  Co.  on  its  building  and  contents  is  $5,000. 
The  total  property  loss  caused  by  the  fire  was 
$150,000. 

The  Atlantic  Elevator  Co.'S  house  at  Kimball, 
Minn.,  was  burned  between  11  and  12  o'clock  p.  m., 
November  11.  The  elevator  contained  about  1,700 
bushels  of  oats,  1,800  bushels  of  wheat  and  150 
bushels  of  rye.  A  car  containing  900  bushels  of 
rye  was  standing  on  the  side  track  near  the  ele- 
vator and  was  also  burned.  The  engine  house 
was  saved. 

The  Winnipeg  Elevator  Co.'s  18,000-bushel  ele- 
vator at  Ninette,  Man.,  was  destroyed  by  a  fire  of 
unknown  origin  on  November  17.  The  elevator 
contained  about  2,500  bushels  of  wheat  which  was 
also  destroyed.  The  burned  plant  was  operated 
by  steam  power;  and  it  is  stated  that  the  fire  started 
in  the  engine  room.  The  loss  is  $4,200,  covered 
by  insurance. 

R.  M.  Smart's  grain  warehouse  at  Xenia,  Ohio, 
was  damaged  by  fire  to  the  extent  of  about  $400 
on  the  afternoon  of  November  11.  The  fire  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  caused  by  a  spark  from  a  pass- 
ing locomotive  and  caught  under  the  tin  roof  of 
the  building.  The  greater  part  of  the  damage  to  the 
contents  of  the  warehouse  was  caused  by  water. 
The  loss  is  fully  covered  by  insurance. 

A  fire  in  the  St.  Anthony  &  Dakota  Elevator  Co.'s 
plant  at  Donaldson.  Minn.,  on  the  morning  of  No- 
vember 27  badly  damaged  the  office  and  engine 
room.  The  fire  started  in  the  engine  room,  pre- 
sumably from  a  hot  journal,  and  was  prevented 
from  spreading  to  the  elevator  by  hard  work  on 
the  part  of  the  residents  of  the  town.  The  gaso- 
line engine  used  to  operate  the  elevator  was  greatly 
damaged. 

The  Corrigan  line  steamer  J.  Emory  Owens, 
hound  from  Manitowoc,  Wis.,  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and 
carrying  a  cargo  of  nearly  100.000  bushels  of  grain, 
caught  fire  on  December  5  and  sunk  alongside  the 
dock  at  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.,  on  the  morning  of  De- 
cember 6.  The  boat  is  a  wooden  steamer  256  feet 
long  and  38  feet  beam.  The  cargo  is  thought  to  be 
seriously  damaged.  The  loss  on  the  cargo  and  ship 
will  approach  $100,000. 

C.  D.  Wheeler's  elevator  at  Triumph,  111.,  was 
damaged  by  fire  at  2  o'clock  a.  m..  November  27. 
The  fire  started  in  the  engine  house  and  is  sup- 
posed to  have  caught  from  the  stove.  The  ele- 
vator is  of  frame  construction  and  the  engine 
house  was  of  the  same  material.  A  gasoline  en- 
gine was  used  to  operate  the  plant.  The  engine 
house  was  burned  and  the  driveway  and  side  of  the 
elevator  were  damaged.  The  loss  is  covered  by  in- 
surance. 

The  'Steamer  Gladstone,  carrying  a  cargo  of  103,- 
000  bushels  of  barley  and  29,100  bushels  of  oats  to 
Buffalo,  collided  with  the  steamer  Sacramento  off 
Bar  Point,  near  Amherstburg,  Ont.,  on  the  night 
of  November  20.  and  sunk  in  20  feet  of  water.  A 
large  portion  of  the  cargo  ran  out  into  the  lake 
through  the  hoi')  made  by  "he  collision.  Of  the  re- 
Tnainder  of  the  cargo  only  7,000  bushels  of  dry 
grain  was  saved.  This  was  taken  off  by  the  schoon- 
er Hammond  on  November  27,  and  the  Gladstone, 
which  in  the  meantime  had  been  raised,  returned 
to  Detroit. 

The  buildings  on  Shawmut  avenue,  Boston,  Mass., 
owned  by  B.  F.  Griggs  and  occupied  by  him  as  a 
stable  and  hay  and  grain  warehouses,  were  de- 
stroyed by  a  fire  of  supposed  Incendiary  origin  on 
the  morning  of  November  22.  The  fire  was  dis- 
covered at  2:25  o'clock  a.  m.,  by  a  passing  citizen, 
who  turned  in  an  alarm.  Nine  firemen  were  In- 
jured and  seven  horses  were  burned  to  death.  The 
loss  is  $10,000,  and  practically  covered  by  insurance. 
Mr.  Griggs  had  been  in  business  at  that  location 
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for  43  years,  but  will  probably  not  rebuild.  He  Is 
over  70  years  of  age.  The  burned  buildings  con- 
tained 10  carloads  of  bay  and  several  thousand 
bushels  of  grain. 


OBITUARY 


T.  C.  Adams,  a  grain  dealer  of  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
is  dead. 

W.  D.  Simpkins,  head  of  the  wholesale  grain  Arm 
of  W.  D.  Simpkins  &  Co.,  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  is  dead. 

John  Lincoln,  a  resident  of  Mt.  Pulaski,  111.,  since 
1856,  and  for  many  years  a  grain  dealer  at  that 
place,  died  on  November  18,  aged  69  years. 

P.  G.  Bussire.  head  of  the  grain  and  flour  firm  of 
P.  G.  Bussire  &  Co.,  Quebec,  Que.,  is  dead.  He  was 
one  of  the  oldest  grain  and  flour  men  in  that  prov- 
ince. 

Albert  Powell  died  at  his  home  in  Newport,  N. 
H.,  November  26,  aged  76  years.  He  was  born  in 
Weare,  N.  H.,  and  in  partnership  with  Levi  Ben- 
nett was  engaged  in  the  flour  and  grain  business 
for  many  years  at  Newport. 

M.  H.  Allen  of  Stillwater,  iMinn.,  formerly  em- 
ployed by  the  Loftus  &  Hubbard  Elevator  Co.  and 
later  by  the  successors  of  that  concern,  died  on 
November  S  of  spinal  trouble,  aged  36  years.  The 
deceased  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  six  children. 

H.  J.  Bovee,  manager  for  the  Omaha  Elevator 
Co.  at  Cozad,  Nebr.,  died  of  heart  failure  in  that 
city  on  November  24.  The  deceased  was  49  years 
of  age  and  leaves  a  wife  and  four  children.  Mr. 
Bovee  was  a  former  resident  of  Rising  City,  Nebr., 
removing  from  that  place  to  Cozad  about  two  years 
ago. 

Martin  H.  Smith,  a  well-known  prize  corn  grower 
and  head  of  the  firm  of  M.  H.  Smith  &  Son,  dealers 
in  seed  corn  at  DeSoto.  Nebr..  died  at  the  Wise 
Memorial  Hospital,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  on  December  1, 
aged  72  years.  His  death  was  caused  by  heart 
failure  and  occurred  after  a  brief  illness.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  son  and  one  daughter. 

.James  Kennedy,  the  well-known  grain  handler 
of  Bufllalo,  N.  Y.,  died  at  his  home  in  that  city  on 
the  night  of  November  30.  His  death  was  caused 
by  heart  trouble  and  occurred  after  an  illness  of 
several  weeks.  The  deceased  was  born  in  County 
Clare,  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  in  1862,  set- 
tling at  Buffalo.  His  wife  and  six  children  survive 
him. 

J.  C.  Gilmore,  senior  member  of  the  grain  firm 
of  Gilmore  &  Elliott,  at  Superior,  Nebr.,  died  re- 
cently at  his  home  in  that  city.  He  was  stricken 
while  weighing  a  load  of  grain  and  died  shortly 
after  being  carried  to  his  home  near  by.  Mr.  Gil- 
more suffered  an  apopletic  stroke  in  September,  but 
had  recovered  sufficiently  to  attend  to  some  of  his 
duties  since  that  time. 

George  W.  Confer,  a  well-known  grain  dealer  of 
Minneapolis,  died  suddenly  in  that  city  on  Decem- 
ber 3.  Mr.  Confer  had  left  the  floor  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  gone  to  the  lunch  room  in  the 
old  Chamber  of  Commerce  building  when  he  was 
stricken  with  apoplexy  and  died  before  medical 
aid  could  reach  him.  The  deceased  was  about  55 
years  of  age  and  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  two 
children. 

William  H.  C.  Delano  died  at  his  home  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  November  8,  aged  55  years.  His  death 
was  caused  by  Bright's  disease.  The  deceased  was 
born  at  Marion,  Mass.,  in  1848  and  had  lived  in 
Brooklyn  for  about  20  years.  Until  his  retirement 
about  a  year  ago.  Mr.  Delano  was  a  member  of 
the  hay  and  feed  firm  of  Milton  R.  Rathburn  &  Co. 
and  was  also  interested  in  other  business  enter- 
prises. He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three  brothers 
and  one  sister. 

J.  Parker  Gale,  a  widely  known  grain  merchant 
and  a  member  of  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, died  suddenly  at  his  home  in  that  city  on 
November  29.  Death  was  due  to  cardiac  paralysis. 
The  deceased  was  50  years  of  age  and  started  out 
in  life  as  an  employe  of  a  flour  dealer.  He  later 
engaged  in  business  with  his  brother,  forming  the 
well  known  grain  firm  of  Gale  Bros.  Mr.  Gale  was 
several  times  elected  an  oflBcer  of  the  Cincinnati 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  served  on  many  im- 
portant committees.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  three 
children. 

R.  L.  Metcalf,  a  prominent  grain  dealer  of  La- 
kota,  N.  D.,  died  suddenly  in  that  city  on  November 
25.  He  was  taken  ill  while  attending  to  his  duties 
at  his  elevator,  and  died  shortly  after  being  assiste  1 
to  the  home  of  his  parents  near  by.  His  death  was 
due  to  heart  failure.  The  deceased  was  born  in 
Lincoln,  111.,  in  1861  and  removed  to  Nelson  county. 
N.  D.,  in  1881.  In  1889  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
National  Elevator  Co.  as  local  agent  at  Lakota.  In 
1899  he  established  the  R.  L.  Metcalf  Elevator  Co., 


which  now  has  a  line  of  elevators  in  North  Da- 
kota. Mr.  Metcalf  married  Miss  Ina  E.  Frank  in 
1886,  who  survives  him,  as  do  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Besides  his  family  he  leaves  a  father 
and  mother  and  four  brothers.  The  deceased  was 
a  member  of  the  Masonic,  K.  P.,  A.  0.  U.  W.,  and 
Woodman  lodges  of  Lakota  and  the  Elks  lodge  of 
Grand  Forks,  N.  D. 

Charles  Alexander  Munn,  well  known  in  Chicago 
as  a  former  Board  of  Trade  man  but  of  late  years 
a  resident  of  Washington,  died  November  27  at 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  of  consumption,  from  which  he  had 
been  a  sufferer  for  some  time.  Mr.  Munn  was  born 
in  Ireland  about  50  years  ago  and  came  to  this 
country  when  a  young  man.  He  came  to  Chicago 
as  the  representative  of  the  New  York  Board  of 
Ti'ade  firm  of  David  Dows  &  Co.  Later  he  became 
vice-president  of  the  Union  National  Bank;  and  on 
severing  his  connection  with  David  Dows  &  Co., 
formed  with  Henry  Norton,  the  firm  of  Norton  & 
Munn,  which  operated  on  the  Chicago  Board  of 
Trade  for  several  years.  About  eighteen  years  ago 
he  married  the  widow  of  Joseph  Armour,  brother 
of  the  late  P.  D.  Armour,  and  shortly  afterward 
retired  from  business  taking  up  his  permanent  resi- 
dence in  Washington.  The  deceaseu  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  is 
also  survived  by  one  brother,  Noel  S.  Munn,  a 
member  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade.  The  re- 
mains of  the  late  Mr.  Munn  were  brought  to  Chicago 
for  interment. 


FOREIGN  NEWS 


A  sample  "smart  discharge"  of  grain  was  made 
at  Liverpool  recently  by  the  Grain  Elevating  and 
Automatic  Weighing  Co.'s  machines,  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  Mr.  D.  O'Brien,  of  the  Dock  Board. 
Discharge  began  at  11  o'clock  on  Monday  night,  and 
by  4:30  on  Wednesday  morning  3,840  tons  of  wheat 
had  been  landed  at  the  average  rate  of  154  tons 
(about  3,600  bu.)  per  hour. 

The  English  correspondent  of  the  Price  Current 
writes:  "Much  of  the  English  harvest  has  been  in 
the  fields  two  months  while  rain  was  falling  almost 
every  day.  The  grain  is  badly  discolored,  so  that 
i'l  is  quite  unmarketable.  Disease  has  played  havoc 
with  the  potato  crop,  a  large  portion  of  which  was 
unsecured  November  1.  The  season  has  been  one 
of  the  most  disastrous  ever  experienced  by  the  farm- 
ers of  the  United  Kingdom." 

In  St.  Joseph's  Episcopal  Church,  Forfar,  Eng- 
land, the  Rev.  Hugh  MacLean  announced  that,  after 
long  and  anxious  consideration,  he  had  resolved  to 
hold  no  special  thanksgiving  service  this  year,  as  to 
do  so  with  wasted  crops  would  simply  be  to  follow 
a  custom  more  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the 
observance.  Not  that  we  have  not  a  great  deal  to 
be  thankful  for.  Our  very  existence  proves  that, 
and  if  the  disastrous  harvests  of  the  past  two  sea- 
sons led  us  to  think  of  wasted  opportunities  they 
would  not  have  been  in  vain. 

The  Glasgow  Corn  Trade  Association  has  ap- 
proached the  Clyde  Trust  with  a  view  to  having 
the  outward  dues  on  imported  grain  in  some  in- 
stances abolished.  The  Harbor  and  Traffic  Com- 
mittees are  considering  the  matter.  According  to 
the  present  mode  of  procedure  the  shipowners  are 
exempted  from  paying  outward  dues  on  goods  in 
transit,  and  what  the  association  is  after  is  that 
their  members  should  derive  a  similar  benefit,  and 
that  no  outward  dues  be  charged  on  goods  import- 
ed, and  afterwards  exported,  from  quays  or  stores, 
when  these  belong  to  the  same  firm  from  the  time 
of  their  arrival  till  reshipment  coastwise  or  foreign. 

The  estimated  total  wheat  production  for  the 
states  of  the  Australian  Commonwealth  ih  as  fol- 
lows: 

1903,  bu.    1902,  bu.     1900,  bu. 

Victoria    26,400    2,568,000  17,840,000 

N.  S.  Wales  16,000,000    1,592,000  16,176,000 

So.   Australia  13,600.000    6.352.000  11,248,000 

Others    4,000,000    1,840,000  3,168,000 

Total   60,000,000  12,352,000  48,432,000 

This  is  the  largest  crop  on  record.  New  Zealand 
is  not  counted,  but  in  1900  that  colony  had  a  sur- 
plus of  about  20,000,000  bu.,  of  which  16,000,000  bu. 
reached  Europe. 

The  Bristol  and  West  of  England  Corn  Trade  As- 
sociation said  recently  that  it  would  not  buy  Black 
Sea  wheat  on  the  newly-framed  Russian  conditions, 
and  we  have  to  record  that  the  Association  of  Ber- 
lin Grain  and  Produce  Dealers  has  also  taken  up 
a  hostile  position  to  the  standard-sample  innovation 
for  South  Russian  c.  i.  f.  transactions,  and  de- 
spatched a  circular  to  every  German  exchange  with 
a  view  to  the  organization  of  common  action.  What 
has  especially  roused  the  opposition  of  European 
buyers  is  the  circumstance  thai  now  the  sellers 


alone  will  procure  the  standard-samples  before  the 
departure  of  the  cargoes,  whereas,  according  to 
methods  hitherto  current  in  European  ports,  sam- 
ples were  drawn  from  the  consignments  there  in 
the  presence  of  the  seller's  representative  and  the 
corn  sampler,  the  latter  acting  for  the  buyer. 

The  London  grain  trade  association  known  as  the 
"Cereals"  held  its  annual  dinner  on  November  18. 
Here,  as  everywhere  else  in  England,  the  prevail- 
ing disease,  "Fiscalitis,"  appeared  with  a  parody 
of  "Excelsior."    Following  are  sample  "plunks": 

And  our  prosperity  had  passed; 
The  Trade  Returns  were  falling  fast, 
A  Statesman  quickly  broke  the  ice 
With  this  most  marvelous  device, 

Protection. 
His  gout  was  bad,  but  up  on  high 
Through  one  small  glass  shone  one  bright  eye; 
And  this  great  name  the  whole  day  long 
Was  heard  discussed  by  every  tongue, 

Joe  Chamberlain. 

Deputy  Consul-General  Hanauer  of  Frankfort  in- 
forms the  state  department  that,  "In  order  to  check 
the  frauds  which  were  a  marked  feature  of  the 
grain  shipments  from  southern  Russia,  a  special  de- 
partment has  been  created  by  the  Stock  Exchange 
of  Odessa.  A  committee  of  the  bourse,  which  is 
supervised  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  of  the  Em- 
pire, has  adopted  a  set  of  rules  and  regulations 
which  in  the  main  follow  those  of  the  New  York 
Produce  Exchange.  They  fix  the  time  when  sales 
shall  take  place  at  the  bourse,  give  official  quota- 
tions of  prices  for  sales  effected,  and  establish 
standards  for  various  kinds  of  grain,  fixing  the 
weight  and  amount  of  admixtures  thereof.  Sam- 
ples are  to  be  exhibited  at  the  bourse  and  sellers 
will  be  held  responsible  when  deliveries  do  not  equal 
sample.  A  special  bureau  has  also  been  established 
to  collect  information  on  all  matters  pertaining 
to  grain  in  different  parts  of  Russia,  and  an  arbitra- 
tion and  supervisory  committee,  composed  of  the 
most  reputable  merchants  of  Odessa,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  grain  shipments,  decide  disputes, 
adjust  claims,  etc." 

A  recent  report  from  St.  Petersburg  states  that 
the  grain  harvest  was  a  complete  failure  in  some 
central  provinces  and  that  in  numerous  districts  the 
peasants  have  disposed  of  their  cattle,  so  that  the 
children  will  be  deprived  of  milk.  If  the  govern- 
ment fails  to  take  steps  to  relieve  the  situation 
m.apy  fear  a  repetition  of  1891  in  a  region  now  hav- 
ing 16,000,000  people.  According  to  reports,  the 
wheat  crop  was  a  failure  in  forty-one  provinces, 
while  the  rye  crop  was  almost  a  total  failure  in  105 
others.  Under  these  conditions  the  enormous  wheat 
exports  from  Danubian  and  Black  Sea  districts  oc- 
casion considerable  surprise.  That  sections  of  the 
country  should  have  a  famine  of  serious  proportions 
cn  their  hands  and  exports  of  wheat  from  Russia 
prove  record-breaking  at  the  same  time,  is  a  rather 
surprising  condition  of  affairs.  An  explanation  is 
offered  in  the  fact  that  during  the  summer  the  ad- 
vance in  prices  in  this  country  turned  European 
buyers  to  Russian  fields  and  the  wheat  contracted 
for  is  now  being  shipped  out  of  the  country.  As 
long  as  the  Russian  government  fails  to  interfere, 
dealers  accept  the  highest  offers.  People  in  the  in- 
terior can  hardly  afford  to  pay  prices  that  are  being 
offered  by  English  merchants  and  wheat  continues 
to  flow  out  of  the  country,  though  a  famine  is  re- 
ported in  some  districts. 


THE  GULF  OUT-PORTS. 


The  chief  significance  of  the  Southern  railroad 
development,  writes  I.  S.  Marcosson  in  October 
World's  Work,  is  the  movement  to  make  New  Or- 
leans and  Galveston  the  export  outlets  for  the  grain 
growing  territory  of  the  West.  After  showing  the 
great  increase  in  grain  shipments  from  the  two 
ports,  the  article  continues: 

"Now  why  the  movement  of  grain  to  New  Or- 
leans and  Galveston,  which  the  Harriman,  Gould 
and  Moore  systems  of  railroads  are  doing  their  ut- 
most to  facilitate?  The  answer,  of  course,  is  plain. 
It  is  a  matter  of  geography.  These  ports  are  with- 
in a  thousand  miles  of  the  great  grain  territory  of 
Kansas  and  Missouri.  The  Rock  Island  system, 
which  is  entering  both  ports  with  costly  terminals, 
advertises  itself  as  the  outlet  of  'the  granary  world.' 
The  distance  between  Chicago  and  New  Orleans  and 
between  Chicago  and  New  York  is  nearly  equal,  but 
St.  Louis  is  334  miles  nearer  to  New  Orleans  than 
to  New  York.  It  is  only  800  miles  from  Kansas 
City  to  New  Orleans,  but  1,300  to  New  York.  Den- 
ver is  576  miles  and  Sioux  Falls  181  miles  nearer 
New  Orleans  than  New  York.  It  is  not  strange 
that  large  quantities  of  grain  raised  in  Kansas  and 
Missouri  and  Nebraska,  and  even  the  Dakotas,  go 
to  Galveston  and  New  Orleans.  In  1902  the  rate  of 
freight  for  wheat  from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans 
was  less  than  one-half  the  rate  from  St.  Louis  to 
New  York.  The  building  of  the  Panama  Canal 
promises  to  expand  still  further  the  importance  of 
the  gulf  ports.    New  Orleans  merchants  are  not 
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Snow,  in  the  Orange  Judd  Farmer,  places  the 
corn  crop  at  2,346,312,000  bushels.  The  acreage  is 
estimated  at  91,449,000,  the  yield  per  acre  being  26 
bushels. 

John  M.  True,  secretary  of  the  Wisconsin  state 
board  of  agriculture,  places  the  grain  acreage  of 
the  state  for  1903  as  follows:  Wheat,  288,862;  corn, 
1  426,279;  oats.  2,097,784;  barley,  650,940;  rye,  300,- 
201;  flax,  14.168. 

From  reports  of  correspondents  in  states  repre- 
senting about  83  per  cent  of  the  total  winter  wheat 
acreage,  the  Dally  Trade  Bulletin  estimates  that 
there  is  a  decrease  of  about  one-half  of  one  per  cent 
in  the  total  area. 

C.  A.  King  &  Co.,  of  Toledo,  place  the  1903  corn 
crop  of  the  United  States  at  2,313,000,000  bushels, 
as  compared  with  2,523,000.000  last  year.  The 
world's  crop  is  placed  at  2,900,000,000,  as  against 
3,080,000,000  last  year. 

J.  W.  Arrasmith,  chief  grain  inspector  of  Wash- 
ington, says  that  the  state's  wheat  crop  is  between 
18,000,000  and  19,000,000  bushels.  The  crop  is  mov- 
ing in  small  volume,  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  large- 
ly held  by  the  millers. 

Receipts  of  wheat  at  the  four  principal  spring 
wheat  markets — Minneapolis,  Duluth,  Milwaukee 
and  Chicago — from  August  1  to  Dec.  1,  were  78,- 
889.768  bushels,  compared  with  nearly  96,000,000 
bushels  in  the  same  period  last  year. 

The  Missouri  report  makes  the  acreage  of  wheat 
sown  this  fall,  2,645,000,  compared  with  2,827,000 
a  year  ago.  Present  condition  is  85,  against  96  a 
year  ago.  Corn  yield  this  season,  204,000,000  bush- 
els, against  264,000,000  bushels  last  year. 

The  Orange  Judd  Farmer  makes  the  crops  of  the 
United  States  for  1903  as  follows:  Wheat,  704,000,- 
000  bushels:  corn,  2,346,000,000  bushels;  oats.  823,- 
000.000  bushels;  rye,  31.800,000.  bushels;  barley, 
139,000,000  bushels;  flaxseed,  26,900,000  bushels. 

The  following  statement,  prepared  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Northwestern  Grain  Dealers'  Associa- 
tion, shows  the  disposition  of  the  present  season's 
Manitoba  wheat  crop  to  date:  Total  marketed, 
25.654,522;  seed  for  next  crop,  7,500,000;  country 
mill  supplies.  6,500,000;  balance  of  .marketable 
crop,  10,636,422. 

The  Ohio  state  report  makes  the  average  wheat 
condition  73.  against  81  last  month  and  91  a  year 
ago.  November  report  made  the  area  sown  134,- 
000  acres  less  than  last  fall.  Failure  of  plant  to 
get  good  start  before  winter  weather  came  is  re- 
sponsible. He=:sian  fly  damage  slight.  .  Forty-two 
per  cent  of  1902  crop  was  sold  from  the  threshers. 
The  corn  yield  is  87,000,000  bushels,  against  118,- 
000,000  year  ago. 

The  Union  Pacific  Railroad  estimates  the  Nebras- 
ka corn  crop  at  207.038,616  bushels,  as  compared 
with  252.520,173  in  1902.  Other  crops  are:  Win- 
ter wheat— 1903,  32,346,627;  1902.  43.972,000.  Spring 
wheat— 1903,  5.786,798;  1902,  8,754,000.  Oats— 1903, 
66.217.284:  1902,  62.161,000.  Rye— 1903,  5.625,382; 
1902,  3,250,nn0.  Barley— 1903,  3,148,180;  1902,  2,- 
033,000.  Alfalfa— 1903,  840,966  tons;  timothy,  466,- 
620;  wild  hay,  2,728,906  tons. 

The  Kan=as  crop  report  confirms  previous  high 
estimates  made  for  that  state,  giving  the  yield  at 
94.000,000  bushels.  The  condition  of  the  growing 
crop  is  90,  compared  with  95  last  year.  The  area 
sown  is  4  per  cent  less  than  last  year.  The  oats 
yield,  28,025,729  bushels,  on  an  increased  area  is 
less  than  last  year  by  15  per  cent.  The  corn  crop 
is  169,000.000  bushels,  compared  with  223,000,000 
bushels  last  year.  The  government  report  places 
the  state's  corn  crop  at  179,000,000  bushels. 

An  elevator  operator  of  Nebraska  City,  Nebr., 
says:  "We  cannot  see  where  Nebraska  is  to  have  a 
big  corn  crop  this  year,  and  we  cannot  understand 
the  emphatic  government  promise  of  a  good  yield 
and  good  quality.  We  figure  the  eastern  one-third 
of  Nebraska  will  have  60  per  cent  of  the  corn  crop 
of  last  year,  the  central  one-third,  about  15  to  20 
bushels  an  acre,  or  40  per  cent  of  last  year.  The 
west  one-third  of  the  state  has  about  15  bushels  to 
the  acre,  a  better  crop  this  year  than  usual." 

Returns  to  the  chief  of  the  bureau  of  statistics 
of  the  department  of  agriculture  indicate  that  the 
newly  seeded  area  of  winter  wheat  is  about  32,000,- 
000  acres,  a  decrease  of  six  per  cent  from  the  area 
estimated  to  have  been  sown  in  the  fall  of  1902. 
The  condition  of  winter  wheat  on  December  1  was 

86.6.  as  compared  with  99.7  in  1902,  86.7  in  1901, 
and  a  nine-year  average  of  91.7.  The  newly  seeded 
area  of  winter  rye  Is  provisionally  estimated  at 
98.0  per  cent  of  the  area  sown  in  the  fall  of  1902. 
The  condition  of  winter  rye  on  December  1  was 

92.7,  as  compared  with  98.1  on  December  1,  1902; 


89.9  on  December  1,  1901,  and  96.6,  the  mean  of 
the  averages  for  the  last  nine  years. 

The  December  report  of  the  Illinois  weather 
bureau  says  that  as  the  husking  and  garnering  of 
corn  proceeds,  the  quality  is  found  to  be  very  un- 
even. A  considerable  quantity  is  soft  and  sappy 
and  where  the  grain  has  dried  out  well  some  com- 
plaint is  made  of  a  chaffy  and  light  weight  condi- 
tion. Husking  is  in  progress  and  the  crop  has 
been  cribbed  in  many  localities.  In  only  a  few  in- 
stances have  reports  indicated  a  marketable  condi- 
tion of  the  grain,  and  the  consensus  of  opinion 
seems  to  be  that  high-grade  corn  will  not  be  plenti- 
ful. Winter  wheat  is  in  average  condition  except 
in  the  southern  district  where  moisture  is  needed. 

In  his  final  report  on  the  crop  of  1903,  Geo.  A. 
Wells,  secretary  of  the  Iowa  Grain  Dealers'  Asso- 
ciation, gives  the  following  totals  for  the  state: 
Wheat— Acreage,  798,062;  total  crop,  9,868,859  bush- 
els. Oats— Acreage,  3,220,177;  total  crop,  78,843,494 
bushels.    Corn — Acreage,  7,489,534,  total  crop,  2d0,- 


LATE  PATENTS 


Cal. 


Issued  on  Kovcniber  lO,  1903. 

Separator. — Walter    G.    Read,  Davisville, 
Filed  Mar.  12,  1903.    No.  743,752.    See  cut. 

Issued  on  Woveinlter  17.  11>03. 

Portable  Conveyor. — John  A.  Brown,  Portland, 
Ore.    Filed  Jan.  16,  1902.    No.  744,163.    See  cut. 

Traveling  Conveyor. — Edwin  Baltzley,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  Filed  July  3,  1903.  No.  744,457.  See 
cut. 

Issued  on  BJoveniber  )S4.  1903. 

Conveyor  Belt  and  Fastener  Therefor. — Andrew 
Rasmussen,  Racine,  Wis.,  assignor  of  one-half  to 


215,938  bushels.  Rye — Acreage,  44,999;  total  crop, 
869,645  bushels.  Barley — Acreage,  547,276;  total 
crop,  13,219,320  bushels.  Average  yields  per  acre 
for  the  state  computing  only  the  acreage  that  ma- 
tured crops  as  shown  above  are  as  follows:  Wheat, 
12.3;  oats,  24.4;  corn,  34.7;  rye,  19.3;  barley,  24.1. 
In  connection  with  this  report  Mr.  Wells  says:  "In 
submitting  this  final  crop  report  I  desire  to  state 
that  I  do  not  personally  assume  any  responsibility 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  estimates,  as  I  have 
merely  computed  and  formulated  the  averages  of 
the  reports  that  come  to  me  from  the  grain  dealers 
throughout  the  state.  The  irregular  conditions  of 
soil  and  crop  growth  have  made  it  very  difficult  to 
form  estimates.  The  question  ol:  acreage  in  my 
opinion  is  very  uncertain  and  that  the  statistical 
figures  upon  which  we  base  our  estimates  are  too 
large  and  do  not  make  suflicient  allowance  for 
waste  land,  lakes,  rivers,  highways,  railroad  (right 
of  way),  farm  yards,  etc.  I  believe  that  Iowa  im- 
ported more  corn  last  year  than  was  shipped  out 
of  the  state;  this  is  simply  my  personal  conclusion 
from  general  observation  without  definite  figures." 


The  Winnipeg  Grain  Exchange,  at  the  request  ot 
the  Trunk  Line  Association,  has  fixed  on  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  grades  of  Manitoba  grain  for  export 
via  New  York,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  for  the 
crop  of  1903:  No.  1  hard  wheat.  No.  1  northern. 
No.  2  northern.  No.  3  northern,  two  commercial 
grades  of  wheat  to  be  named  later,  No.  2  white  oats. 
No.  3  white  oats. 


H.  F.  Herrick,  Racine,  Wis.  Filed  Mar.  21,  1903. 
No.  744,979.    See  cut. 

Elevator  Bin. — James  A  .Jamieson,  Montreal,  Can- 
ada.   Filed  Aug.  28,  1900.    No.  745,017.    See  cut. 

Dumping  Conveyor. — Francis  Head,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.    Filed  Apr.  14,  1903.    No.  745,183.    See  cut. 

Grain  Car  Door. — Andrew  G.  Steinbrenner,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  Filed  May  25,  1903.  No.  745,259.  See 
cut. 

Issued  on  I>erenil>er  I,  1003. 

Water  or  Grain  Elevator. — Bruce  Holcomb  and 
Samuel  Austin,  Garden  City,  Kans.  Filed  July  30, 
1903.    No.  745,439. 

Insued  on  I>eeenilter  H,  1903. 

Separator. — Robert  W.  Jessup,  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  assignor  to  Spiral  Belt  Separator  Company, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.  Filed  Oct.  3,  1901.  No.  746,089. 
See  cut. 

Grain  Car  Door. — Andrew  G.  Steinbrenner,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  Filed  Sept.  12,  1903.  No.  746,400.  Spe 
cut. 

Elevator  Bucket. — Samuel  E.  Flock,  Joplin,  Mo. 
Filed  June  20,  1903.    No.  746,486.    See  cut. 

Device  for  Cleaning,  Scouring  and  Cooling  Grain. 
—Frank  W.  Hess,  Chicago,  111.  Filed  May  11,  1903. 
No.  746,508.    See  cut. 


A  London  dealer  recently  bought  $25,000  worth  of 
dried  brewers'  grains  in  one  lot  at  Milwaukee  for 
shipment  to  Germany. 
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markets  cannot  be  hoped  for  and  should  hay  come 


MAKING  UP  THE  CROP  REPORT. 


AMERICA 


any  means  too  ambitious  in  their  purpose  to  estab- 
lish a  produce  exchange  to  deal  in  grain. 

"The  development  of  the  gulf  ports  is  not  to  be 
deplored,  even  by  New  York,  although  that  great 
metropolis  may  well  vote  for  the  enlargement  of 
the  Erie  Canal  in  order  to  protect  her  commerce. 
The  rivalry  between  the  ports  is  the  nation's  gain. 
The  country  is  big  enough  to  supply  all  with  ample 
business.  More  is  to  be  feared  from  the  competi- 
tion of  Montreal,  for  Montreal  is  not  of  our  ter- 
ritory." 


HAY  AND  STRAW 


M.  J.  White  &  Co.,  hay  and  grain  dealers  at 
Florence,  Colo.,  have  dissolved  partnership,  Mr. 
White  retiring. 

Martin  Dawson  is  building  a  new  hay  warehouse 
at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  The  structure  is  30x100  feet 
in  dimensions,  two  stories  in  height  and  contains 
room  for  150  tous  of  baled  hay. 

A  recent  report  from  Pendleton,  Ore.,  states  that 
baled  wheat  hay  is  selling  at  $20  per  ton;  loose 
wheat  hay  at  from  $12  to  $13,  and  timothy  at  $22, 
with  indications  of  further  advances. 

The  Bismark  Elevator  Co.  of  Bismark,  N.  D.,  has 
built  a  bay  warehouse  3Sxl00  feet  in  dimensions  at 
Gibson  Siding,  a  station  west  of  Steele,  N.  D.  The 
company  will  also  build  a  similar  warehouse  at 
Driscoll,  N.  D. 

It  is  stated  a  large  area  of  the  Eastern  Yakima 
Valley  of  Washington  will  be  planted  to  timothy 
seed  next  spring.  That  section  of  the  state  is  said 
to  be  especially  adapted  to  hay  raising  and  good 
prices  are  secured  for  all  the  hay  grown. 

Farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  Galena,  111.,  are  said 
to  have  harvested  a  good  second  crop  of  hay  this 
fall.  The  heavy  late  rains  caused  a  good  second 
growth  of  grass  and  the  farmers  took  advantage 
of  the  unusual  conditions  by  making  more  hay. 

About  75  per  cent  of  the  hay,  grain  and  feed 
dealers  of  Allegheny  County.  Pa.,  have  enrolled  for 
membership  in  the  new  Allegheny  County  Retail 
Grain,  Hay  and  Feed  Dealers'  Association.  An 
election  of  officers  for  the  permanent  organization 
was  held  on  the  second  Thursday  of  December. 

T.  D.  Randall  &  Co.'s  circular,  Chicago,  of  last 
date,  says:  No  change  in  the  straw  market;  advices 
light,  receipts  fair.  We  think  it  a  good  idea  to 
rush  your  shipments  to  and  Including  the  middle 
of  the  month.  Owing  to  the  holiday  season  the  hay 
market  may  rule  a  little  quiet  the  last  of  the  year. 

St.  Louis  hay  receivers  held  a  meeting  recently 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  organization,  the 
object  of  -which  is  to  protect  them  from  and  correct 
certain  evils  that  exist  in  the  trade.  D.  W.  Clifton 
was  appointed  temporary  ehairman  and  H.  D.  Wet- 
tzell,  secretary.  Lee  Elliot,  W.  J.  Roe,  H.  W.  Mack, 
John  J.  Schutte  and  John  Mullally  were  appointed 
as  a  committee  to  draft  by-laws. 

The  hay  dealers  of  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  held 
a  meeting  in  the  Minneapolis  Chamber  of  Commerce 
on  November  28  and  formed  the  Twin  City  Hay 
Dealers'  Association.  Over  thirty  dealers  were 
present  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft 
a  constitution  and  by-laws.  The  officers  of  the  new 
association  are:  C.  G.  Thayer,  president;  Harry 
Elliott,  vice-president;  D.  C.  Hodgen,  treasurer,  and 
Hugo  Schlenk,  secretary. 

The  St.  Paul  hay  market,  which  has  been  with- 
out a  home  for  the  past  two  years,  now  has  a 
definite  location.  A  tract  of  ground  has  been  pur- 
chased on  Jackson  street  in  that  city  and  will  be 
improved.  It  has  already  been  graded  and  will  be 
paved  with  brick  in  the  spring.  An  iron  hay 
shed  also  will  be  erected.  The  c^ty  of  St.  Paul 
has  appropriated  $15,000  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  necessary  improvements. 

H.  H.  Freeman  &  Co.'s  market  letter  dated  Chi- 
cago, Dec.  10.  says;  Timothy — Market  is  quiet  and 
easy.  Demand  on  Xo.  1  and  choice  grades  is  steady. 
The  bulk  of  hay.  however,  is  of  lower  grade  and  is 
not  moving  to  as  good  advantage  as  we  would  have 
it.  Receipts  are  liberal  and  will  continue  so  as 
farmers  are  beginning  to  have  more  time  to  spare 
and  are  turning  their  attention  to  the  disposing  of 
their  surplus  hay.  Prices  prevailing  are  high,  when 
the  amount  of  hay  to  market  is  considered  and 
fully  as  good  as  will  rule  for  some  time.  The  only 
high  market  we  anticipate  this  spring  is  during 
seeding  time  and  invariably  at  that  time  but  few 
are  in  position  to  ship.  Prairie — Moderate  receipts 
and  offerings  prevail.  .\  fair  demand  exists  for 
the  choice  grades;  common  lots  are  dull  and  hard  to 
dispose  of.  Choice  Kansas  is  scarce  and  wanted. 
The  Southwest  is  not  shipping  freely  owing  to 
scarcity  of  cars.  Should  they  become  plentiful,  ar- 
rivals would  materially  increase.  This  would  mean 
an  easier  market.  To  those  holding  large  quantities 
of  hay  we  say,  ship  while  market  Is  fair  for  high 


forward  in  a  rush  later,  a  lower  price  would  prob- 
ably be  accepted.  Straw — Market  steady  but  quiet. 
Moderate  offerings  prevail  and  prices  rule  un- 
changed. So  far  on  this  crop  the  arrivals  have  been 
light.  There  is  considerable  straw;  more  than  was 
anticipated.  We  consider  present  prices  good  and 
advantage  should  be  taken  of  present  conditions. 


REVIEW  OF  CHICAGO  HAY  MARKET. 

The  jirices  ruling  for  hay  in  the  Chicago  market 
during  the  past  four  weeks,  according  to  the  Daily 
Trade  Bulletin,  were  as  follows: 

During  the  week  ending  November  21  quotations 
at  the  close  ranged  as  follows:  Choice  Timothy, 
$12.00@12.50;  No.  1  Timothy,  $10.50@11.50;  No.  2 
Timothy,  $9.00(g'10.00;  No.  3  Timothy,  $8.00@9.00; 
choice  prairie,  $10.50@11.00;  No.  1  prairie,  $9.00@ 
10.00;  No.  2  prairie.  $8.00@8.50;  No.  3  prairie,  $6.00 
@7.00;  No.  4  prairie,  $5.00#5.50.  Inside  prices  on 
prairie  hay  for  state  and  outside  for  Kansas,  Ne- 
braska and  Iowa  hay.  Sales  ranged  at  $7.50@12.50 
for  poor  to  choice  Timothy,  $7.50  for  clover  hay, 
$5.00@8.00  for  state,  and  $6.50@11.00  for  Iowa,  Ne- 
Inaska  and  Kansas  prairie  hay.  Rye  straw  sold  at 
$S.00@9.00,  wheat  straw  at  $6.00  and  oat  straw  at 
*ii.50.  The  receipts  tor  the  week  were  4,407  tons, 
aL'ainst  5,301  tons  for  the  previous  week,  shipments 
for  the  week  were  285  tons,  against  331  tons  for  the 
previous  week.    All  consignments  sold  readily. 

During  the  week  ending  November  28  quotations 
at  the  close  ranged  as  follows:  Choice  Timothy, 
$12.00@12.50;  No.  1  Timothy,  $10.50@11.50;  No.  2 
Timothy,  $9.00@10.00;  No.  3  Timothy,  $8.00@9.00; 
choice  prairie,  .?10.50@11.00;  No.  1  prairie,  $9.00@ 
10.00;  No.  2  prairie.  $S.00@8.50;  No.  3  prairie,  $6.00 
(S7.00;  No.  4  prairie,  $5.00@5.50.  Inside  prices  on 
prairie  hay  for  state  and  outside  for  Kansas,  Ne- 
braska and  Iowa  hay.  Sales  ranged  at  $7.00@12.50 
ior  poor  to  choice  Timothy,  $6.00  for  state,  and  $8.00 
@10.50  for  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Kansas  prairie  hay. 
Rye  straw  sold  at  $8.50@9.25,  and  oat  straw  at  $6.75. 
The  receipts  for  the  week  were  3,424  tons,  against 
■1,407  tons  for  the  previous  week.  Shipments  for  the 
week  were  151  tons,  against  285  tons  for  the  pre- 
vious week.  The  demand  for  Timothy  hay  was 
brisk  and  the  market  active.  Prairie  hay  was  in 
liberal  supply  and  the  demand  light. 

Daring  the  week  ending  December  5  quotations 
at  the  close  ranged  as  follows:  Choice  Timothy, 
$12.50@13.00;  No.  1  Timothy,  $11.50@12.00;  No.  2 
Timothy,  $9.50@10.50;  No.  3  Timothy,  $8.00@9.00; 
choice  prairie,  $10.50(511.00;  No.  1  prairie,  $9.00@ 
10.00;  No.  2  prairie,  $8.00@8.50;  No.  3  prairie,  $6.00 
@7.00;  No.  4  prairie,  $5.00@5.50.  Inside  prices  on 
prairie  hay  for  state  and  outside  for  Kansas,  Ne- 
braska and  Iowa  hay.  Sales  ranged  at  $8.00@13.25 
for  poor  to  choice  Timothy,  $6.00@8.00  for  state,  and 
$8.00@11.00  for  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Kansas  prairie 
hay.  Rye  straw  sold  at  $8.50@9.50,  and  oat  straw  at 
$7.00.  The  receipts  for  the  week  were  4,563  tons, 
against  3,424  tons  for  the  previous  week.  Shipments 
tor  the  week  were  231  tons,  against  151  tons  for  the 
previous  week.  The  offerings  of  Timothy  hay  were 
quite  small  during  the  week,  a  good  demand  existed 
and  all  consignments  sold  readily.  Prairie  hay  was 
steady  during  the  early  part  of  the  week  with  prices 
advancing  50  cents  per  ton  at  the  close. 

During  the  week  ending  December  12  quotations 
at  the  close  ranged  at  follows:  Choice  Timothy, 
$12.00@12.50;  No.  1  Timothy,  $11.00@11.50;  No.  2 
Timothy.  $9.50@10.50;  No.  3  Timothy,  $8.00@9.00; 
choice  prairie,  $10.50@11.00;  No.  1  prairie,  $9.00@ 
10.00;  Xo.  2  prairie,  $8.00@8.50;  No.  3  prairie.  $6.00 
'(17.00;  No.  4  prairie,  $5.00@5.50.  Inside  prices  on 
prairie  hay  for  state  and  outside  for  Kansas,  Ne- 
braska and  Iowa  hay.  Sales  ranged  at  $8.00@13.50 
for  poor  to  choice  Timothy,  $7.00@7.50  for  clover 
hay,  and  $8.75@11.25  for  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Kan- 
sas hay.  Rye  straw  sold  at  $8.50(59.50,  and  oat 
straw  at  $7.00.  The  receipts  for  the  week  were  4,669 
tons,  against  4.563  .tons  for  the  previous  week. 
Shipments  for  the  week  were  140  tons,  against  231 
tons  for  the  previous  week.  The  market  for  both 
Timothy  and  prairie  hay  ruled  quiet  and  rather 
dull,  shipping  inquiry  was  very  small  and  a  weak 
feeling  prevailed. 


OUR  CALLERS  I 


[We  have  received  caUs  from  the  following  gentlemen  prom- 
inently connected  with  the  grain  and  elevator  interests,  during 
the  month.] 


C.  F.  Early,  Sturgis,  S.  D. 

R.  F.  Cummings.  Clifton,  III. 

C.  E.  Oliver,  Xorthwood,  N.  D. 

Fred  Mears,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Henry  Ressler,  Huntington,  Ind. 

Milton  Keister,  Williamsport,  Ind. 

C.  C.  Reed  of  Davis  &  Soper,  London,  England 

A.  H.  Munson  of  Munson  Bros.  Co.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 


The  general  crop  reports  which  go  out  from  the 
statistician's  office  on  the  10th  of  each  month  have 
since  July  1  last  been  much  more  elaborately  com- 
piled than  their  predecessors  were  a  dozen  years 
ago.  In  the  old  days,  the  collation  of  these  sta- 
tistics was  so  very  lame  in  places  as  to  justify  the 
harshest  criticisms  passed  upon  the  results.  Con- 
gress then  discovered  that  more  money  was  needed; 
but  though  it  has  lately  raised  the  statistical  office 
in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  the  dignity  of 
a  bureau  and  increased  its  appropriation  $15,000, 
this  has  not  enabled  the  adoption  of  ideal  methods 
yet,  and  the  improvement  of  the  service  is  to  be 
credited  rather  to  the  energy  of  the  internal  ad- 
ministration than  to  any  direct  encouragement  from 
outside,  says  the  Washington  correspondent  of  the 
New  York  Evening  Post. 

The  system  under  which  tlie  crop  conditions  are 
gathered  for  the  monthly  reports  has  extensive 
ramifications.  At  the  bottom  of  everything  stands 
a  group  of  unpaid  correspondents  who  report  di- 
rectly to  Washington.  There  are  about  2,000  agri- 
cultural counties  in  the  United  States,  each  of 
which  contains  one  correspondent,  and  an  average 
of  three  sub-correspondents.  Here  are  8,000  men, 
mostly  farmers,  who  make  the  county  the  geograph- 
ical unit  in  reporting,  and  who  report  monthly.  An- 
other set  of  monthly  reports  come  from  40,000  cor- 
respondents of  the  same  class,  who  make  their  re- 
spective precincts  or  magisterial  districts  the  unit. 
Once  or  twice  a  year  the  department  applies  to  a 
list  of  about  100,000  farmers  scattered  everywhere, 
for  reports  on  their  own  farms  exclusively.  No 
one  of  these  correspondents  is  on  any  two  lists,  so 
that  they  all  exercise  a  check  upon  each  other. 

The  next  stratum  of  newsgatherers  consists  of 
the  correspondents,  three  in  each  county,  who  re- 
port to  the  state  statistical  agents.  The  corre- 
spondents are  mostly  farmers,  who  work  without 
cash  compensation,  but  to  whom  the  department 
makes  a  liberal  allowance  of  seed  every  year,  and 
sends  such  government  publications  as  they  spe- 
cially desire.  The  statistical  agents,  of  whom  it 
is  the  plan  to  have  one  for  each  state,  are  paid 
from  $300  to  $900  a  year  for  about  a  week's  work 
in  every  month.  They  are  not  tied  down  to  the 
tabulation  of  the  material  furnished  by  their  county 
correspondents,  but  have  the  largest  possible  lati- 
tude in  the  exercise  of  their  individual  judgments. 

These  agents  are  men  of  character  and  standing. 
The  latest  appointee  was  for  North  Carolina,  and 
Secretary  Wilson  chose  a  man  who  had  not  been 
recommended  by  either  senator  or  by  any  of  the 
party  leaders,  but  about  whom  he  knew  very  well 
himself — the  professor  of  agriculture  in  the  State 
Agricultural  College.  In  some  parts  of  the  south 
the  present  state  statistical  agents  were  appointed 
by  prior  administrations,  including  ex-Gov.  Northen 
of  Georgia  and  Gen.  Lane  of  Alabama.  The  aim 
is  to  exclude  political  considerations  in  choosing 
men  for  these  places. 

The  next  higher  stage  is  that  occupied  by  the 
special  field  agents — the  traveling  force,  who  re- 
ceive $7  a  day  while  in  actual  service,  and  their 
necessary  expenses.  The  first  of  these  agents  was 
appointed  four  years  ago.  There  are  now  six,  who 
are  out  all  the  time,  and  two  or  three  other  ex- 
perts who  are  called  upon  when  needed.  The 
creation  of  their  office  was  due  to  the  sad  discrep- 
ancies which  appeared  for  a  while  between  the  de- 
liartment's  reports  and  the  harvests  that  followed. 
Their  jurisdictions  are  fixed  geographically,  and 
modified  only  when  their  number  is  increased  and 
it  is  necessary  to  take  away  a  part  of  the  states 
hitherto  assigned  to  one  agent  and  group  them 
with  others  to  make  up  a  district  for  a  new  agent. 

The  duties  of  the  field  agents,  broadly  speaking, 
consist  in  moving  about  within  their  own  districts 
during  the  growing  season,  and  gathering  informa- 
tion from  any  source  accessible  to  them.  They  con- 
sult not  only  farmers  and  planters,  but  dealers  In 
farm  implements  and  machinery,  merchants,  bank- 
ers, etc.  The  idea  is  to  give  them  the  largest 
possible  scope,  so  that  they  can  form  their  judg- 
ments on  the  comments  of  men  on  both  sides  of 
the  crop  question,  those  who  would  profit  most  by 
low  prices  for  farm  products,  as  well  as  those  who 
vv-ould  like  to  see  quotations  sail  skyward. 

The  traveling  experts  have  proved  a  great  suc- 
cess. The  department  would  like  to  get  more  of 
them,  and  has  been  urged  to  do  so  by  the  investi- 
gating committee  of  the  National  Board  of  Trade, 
but,  of  course,  unless  thoroughly  competent  men 
can  be  found  for  the  places,  there  is  no  use  of  em- 
ploying any;  and  the  competent  men  who  are  will- 
ing to  work  for  the  pay  the  department  is  pre- 
pared to  give  them  are  not  very  many.  The  recent 
increase  of  $15,000  does  not  go  far  of  itself  in  help- 
ing to  swell  the  number  of  eligibles. 

There  is  no  personal  clashing  between  the  state 
statistical  agents  and  the  special  field  agents;  be- 
cause, although  their  jurisdictions  lap,  they  are 
wholly  independent  of  each  other,  and  do  not  con- 
sult. The  department,  moreover,  discourages  any 
such  intimacy  between  them  as  would  cause  one 


332 


AMERICAN    ELEVATOR   AND   GRAIN  TRADE. 


class  to  reveal  the  nature  of  their  reports  to  the 
other.  This  is  its  general  policy  with  respect  to 
all  its  correspondents  and  agents  in  the  statistical 
field.  It  wishes  each  man's  mind  to  be  unbiased 
by  what  another  man  may  have  written,  and  it  also 
wishes  to  use  one  as  a  check  upon  the  other  all 
along  the  line.  Indeed,  it  would  be  practically  im- 
possible for  any  two  to  clash  wittingly,  because 
nobody  in  the  whole  force  decides  what  he  is  going 
to  write  till  the  last  moment  before  his  material 
has  to  be  dispatched  to  Washington. 

When  the  time  comes  each  month  for  getting  in 
the  returns — the  cotton  report  being  due  on  the  3d 
and  the  general  crop  report  on  the  10th— the  cor- 
respondents and  agents  fail  to  simultaneously,  and 
for  a  day  or  so  the  statistical  bureau  is  flooded. 
Those  statistical  agents  who  are  stationed  more 
than  500  miles  from  Washington  use  the  telegraph 
with  a  cipher;  all  the  force  who  are  nearer  use 
the  mail.  Only  enough  time  is  allowed  for  getting 
the  news  to  Washington  to  admit  of  tabulating  and 
analyzing  the  figures  here. 

Mr.  Hyde,  the  chief  of  Bureau,  distributes  the 
correspondence  between  his  force  of  clerks  on 
geographical  lines,  not  as  classified  by  crops.  If 
the  latter  course  were  pursued,  there  would  be  dan- 
ger that  one  clerk,  or  group  of  clerks,  might  obtain 
advance  possession  of  the  digested  figures  as  to  a 
certain  crop,  and  make  use  of  it  for  speculative 
purposes.  Even  if  this  were  not  actually  done,  the 
fact  that  the  conditions  existed  would  cause  popular 
suspicion  of  the  department's  good  faith. 

The  grand  totals  on  wheat,  corn,  oats,  and  cot- 
ton, Mr.  Hyde  collates  exclusively  himself,  and 
usually  the  oflJcial  results  are  reached  at  an  hour 
and  moment  which  renders  it  extremely  difficult 
even  to  get  out  the  mimeograph  sheets  which  fly 
to  the  telegraph  companies  and  the  press,  let  alone 
doing  anything  else  with  them  for  the  promotion 
of  special  interests. 

To-day,  at  4  p.  m.,  the  general  crop  report  for 
the  month  was  issued.  Yesterday,  at  5  p.  m.,  not 
even  Mr.  Hyde  himself  could  have  told  what  it 
would  be  when  all  the  parts  should  be  put  together. 
Yet  at  that  hour  he  was  reading  a  trade  circular 
which  told  of  a  "tip"  current  on  the  Chicago  Board 
of  Trade  at  least  two  days  before,  and  the  depart- 
ment's figures  on  corn  would  show  a  decrease  of 
4,000,000  acres  as  compared  with  last  year.  The 
New  York  Cotton  Exchange  has  had  similar  "tips" 
for  the  last  two  months  on  its  special  product.  Mr. 
Hyde  has  learned  to  take  these  things  very  philo- 
sophically. 

"Hardly  a  month  goes  by  without  an  experience 
of  that  sort  in  some  quarter,"  he  said.  "It  may 
go  all  wrong  nine  times  in  succession,  and  every 
one  forgets  it;  but  let  some  fellow  make  a  good 
guess  the  tenth  time,  and  the  whole  community 
shouts:  'A  leak  in  the  department!'  " 


[Copy  for  notices  under  this  head  should  reach  us  by  the  12th 
the  month  to  insure  insertion  in  the  issue  for  that  month.] 

A  PERFECT  GRAIN  DOOR. 

I  have  a  model  of  a  perfect  grain  door;  some- 
thing entirely  new  and  substantial.  I  want  some 
one  with  capital  to  secure  patent  rights,  or  will 
dispose  of  the  idea  cheap  and  let  some  one  else 
make  the  money.  This  is  a  good  thing  and  will 
bear  closest  investigation.  Address 

E.  S.  I.,  Box  12,  care  "American  Elevator  and 
Grain  Trade,"  Chicago,  111. 


ELEVATORS  WANTED 

SELL. 

If  you  wish  to  sell  your  elevator  and  grain  busi- 
ness write 

C.  A.  BURKS,  Decatur,  III. 


ELEVATORS  WANTED. 

In  exchange  for  good  farm  lands  in  North  Dakota; 
Minnesota,  North  Dakota  and  South  Dakota  pre- 
ferred.   For  particulars  write 

D.  E.  C,  Box  463,  Duluth,  Minn. 


MILLS  AND  ELEVATORS  WANTED. 

Mills  and  elevators  wanted  in  exchange  for  farms 
and  ranches.  If  you  want  to  sell  or  exchange,  list 
with  me.    Give  full  description  in  first  letter. 

J.  M.  DAVIS,  Room  508,  Commerce  Bldg.,  Kansas 
City.  Mo. 


MAKE  YOUR  WANT  KNOWN. 

There  are  few  mind  readers  and  when  you  want 
to  convey  an  idea  to  a  grain  shipper  or  receiver 
it's  best  to  either  put  it  in  type  or  shout  it  at  him. 
The  "American  Elevator  and  Grain  Trade"  reaches 
a  large  class  of  readers  who  will  read  your  wishes 
if  you  have  them  put  in  type  in  these  columns. 

HELP  WANTED 

WANTED 

A  man  to  oil  and  take  care  of  machinery  in  a 
half-million  capacity  elevator  in  the  East.  Should 
have  some  knowledge  of  millwrighting.  Address 

EAST,  Box  12,  care  "American  Elevator  and 
Grain  Trade,"  Chicago,  111. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED 

POSITION  WANTED 

With  an  elevator  company  that  makes  barley  a 
specialty.  Have  had  12  years'  experience  in  the 
grain  business;  competent  to  buy,  sell,  grade  and 
mix  barley.  Experienced  bookkeeper.  Can  fur- 
nish Al  reference.  Address 

B.,  Box  12,  care  "American  Elevator  &  Grain 
Trade,"  Chicago,  111. 

SITUATION  WANTED. 

An  experienced  grain  buyer  is  open  for  an  en- 
gagement. At  present  employed  and  during  the 
past  year  have  bought  400,000  bushels  of  corn  and 
oats.  Any  firm  that  desires  a  reliable  man  and 
is  willing  to  pay  a  salary  commensurate  with  the 
work  done  should  address 

ILLINOIS,  Box  9,  care  "American  Elevator  and 
Grain  Trade,"  Chicago,  111. 

GRAIN  WANTED 

/'    GRAIN  WANTED. 

Wantao — Feed  barley  and  new  No.  2  and  No.  3 
rye.  / 

W.  H.  SMALL  &  CO.,  Evansville,  Ind. 


PRICES  WANTED 

Delivered;  on  corn,  hay,  oats,  bran,  meal,  chops, 
feed,  all  kinds.  Best  market  south.  Send  sample. 
Wire;  write 

H.  G.  SMITH,  Broker,  Birmingham,  Ala. 


f  For  Sale  ] 

[Copy  for  notices  under  this  head  should  reach  us  by  the  12th 
of  the  month  to  insure  insertion  in  the  issue  for  that  month.] 

POR  SALE. 

Second-hand  bags  of  all  kinds  for  grain,  feed, 
etc.,  for  sale. 
WM.  ROSS  &  CO.,  133  E.  Kinzie  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


ELEVATORS 


KANSAS  ELEVATORS. 

Elevators  for  sale  in  Kansas.  Address 

E.  J.  SMILEY,  37  Crawford  Bldg.,  Topeka,  Kans. 


BUY. 

If  you  wish  to  buy  an  elevator  at  a  good  Grain 
Point  in  Central  Illinois  write 
C.  A.  BURKS,  Merchants'  Exchange,  Decatur,  111. 


C.  A.  BURK'S 

Merchants'  Exchange,  Decatur,  111.,  has  sold  more 
Elevators  than  any  other  one  person  in  Illinois  the 
past  year.    Write  him  if  you  wish  to  buy  or  sell. 


FOR  SALE. 

Elevator,  coal,  feed,  seed  and  hay  business  for 
sale  on  A.  T.  &  S.  F.  Ry. ;  10-h.  p.  gasoline  engine, 
feed  grinder,  etc.    Write  for  particulars. 

H.  C.  JEFFERS,  Granada,  Colo. 


ELEVATORS  FOR  SALE. 

Two  on  I.  C;  three  on  Wab.;  two  on  C.  I.  &  W.; 
one  on  Van.;  all  good  points  in  the  Corn  Belt  of 
Illinois  and  worth  the  prices  asked.    Write  to-day. 

C.  A.  BURKS,  Merchants'  Exchange,  Decatur,  111. 


BUSINESS  FOR  SALE. 

Whole  or  half  interest  in  an  old  established  grain 
and  milling  business.  Good  opening  for  alert,  hon- 
est young  man  with  some  means.  Send  references. 
Address 

BOX  345,  Beatrice,  Nebr. 


INDIANA  ELEVATOR. 

For  sale,  an  elevator  in  the  best  grain  territory 
of  Indiana.  The  plant  is  modern  in  every  detail, 
having  been  erected  in  1900.  Elevator  is  20x60 
feet,  with  engine  room,  20x20;  seed  room,  20x30, 
and  office  12x15  adjoining.  Capacity,  18,000  bush- 
els; 30-horsepower  boiler  and  25-horsepower  engine; 
wagon,  platform  and  hopper  scales;  latest  machin- 
ery. Everything  in  good  repair.  Located  in'  good 
town  on  Panhandle  Railroad.  Good  flour  and  coal 
trade.  No  competition  closer  than  eight  miles. 
Address 

INDIANA,  Box  12,  care  "American  xClevator  and 
Grain  Trade,"  Chicago,  111. 


FOR  SALE. 

Elevator,  40,000  bushels'  capacity,  35  h.  p.  steam; 
machinery  new  1892;  steam  shovel,  cleaner,  corn- 
shell  er,  feed  mill,  track  scales.  Handling  from  all 
railways  entering  Kalamazoo — Michigan's  best  win- 
ter wheat  section.  Patrons  41  years,  millers,  all 
Eastern  States.  Excellent  opportunity,  large  trade, 
wheat,  rye,  corn,  oats,  wool,  seeds,  coal,  flour,  feed, 
etc.  Population  city,  30,000.  On  main  street,  one- 
quarter  mile  from  business  center.  Original  cost 
building,  machinery,  $20,000;  convertible  into  flour 
mill;  no  merchant  mill  here.  On  valuable  business 
lot,  97  feet  front,  165  deep.  Entire  property,  $7,000 
cash — no  trading.  Address, 

J.  L.   SEBRING  &  CO.,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 


SCALES 


FOR  SALE. 

Fairbanks  Railroad  Track  Scale,  60-ton,  with  reg- 
istering beam,  in  good  condition,  for  sale. 
D.  ROTHSCHILD  GRAIN  CO.,  Davenport,  la. 


SCALES  FOR  SALE. 

Scales  for  elevators,  mills,  or  for  hay,  grain  or 
stock;  new  or  second-hand  at  lowest  prices.  Lists 
free. 

CHICAGO  SCALE  CO.,  299  Jackson  Boulevard, 
Chicago,  111. 


MACHINERY 


FOR  SALE. 

Barley  Separators,  Printz  &  Rau  make,  one  No. 
IV2  and  one  No.  2%,  for  sale. 

D.  ROTHSCHILD  GRAIN  CO.,  Davenport,  la. 


CORLISS  ENGINE  FOR  SALE  CHEAP. 

One  14x36  right-hand  Murray-Corliss  Engine.  Can 
make  iTnmLHliate  delivery.  Address 

FISHER  MACHINE  WORKS  CO.,  Leavenworth, 
Kans. 

FOR  SALE. 

Foos  Gas  or  Gasoline  Engine,  12  or  14  horse- 
power, for  sale;  first-class  condition;  same  as  new. 
Address 

H.  C.  TEETER,  Hagerstown,  Ind. 


FOR  SALE. 

Smokestack  for  sale  cheap.  Height  43  feet,  6 
inches;  diameter  16  inches.  Up  six  months,  almost 
good  as  new. 

C.  F.  &  C.  O.  BARNTHOUSE,  Agosta,  Ohio. 


FOR  SALE. 

We  have  a  large  stock  of  boilers,  engines,  steam 
pumps  and  pulleys  for  sale.  Write  for  specifica- 
tions and  prices  to 

PHILIP  SMITH  CO.,  Sidney,  Ohio. 
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MONEY  IN  YOUR  POCKET. 

If  you  want  to  change  that  second-hand  machine 
into  money  advertise  it  in  this  department.  Or  if 
you  have  a  grain  elevator  to  sell  or  rent,  or  wish 
to  buy,  make  your  wants  known  through  these 
columns.   

FOR  SALE. 

One  36-foot.  50-ton  Buffalo  Track  Scale. 
One  12x15  center  crank  engine. 
Both  the  above  as  good  as  new;  will  sell  cheap. 
Address 

DAVENPORT  MALT  &  GRAIN  CO.,  Davenport, 
Iowa. 

ENGINES  AND  BOILERS. 

900  H.  P.  36x00   International  Corliss. 
750  H.  P.  28x48  Harris  Corliss. 
550  H.  P.  26x48  Brown  Corliss. 
450  H.  P.  23x60  International  Corliss. 
450  H.  P.  16  and  30x42  Allis  Cross  Compound 
Corliss. 

450  H.  P.  22x50  Watts-Campbell  Corliss. 
300  H.  P.  20x48  Harris  Corliss. 
225  H.  P.  18x42  Hamilton  Corliss. 
235  H.  P.  12  and  22x42  Atlas  Tandem  Compound 
Corliss. 

175  H.  P.  16x42  Allis  Corliss. 
175  H.  P.  15x36  Brown  New  Style  Double  Ec- 
centric. 

125  H.  P.  14x36  Putnam  Corliss. 
400  H.  P.  24x48   Buckeye  Automatic. 
350  H.  P.  161/2  and  2872x27  Buckeye  Cross  Com- 
pound. 

175  H.  P.  151/4x24  Buckeye  Automatic  Tangye 
Frame. 

20  H.  P.  8x9  New  York  Safety  Vertical. 
One  72-in.xl8-ft.  Tubular  Boiler. 
Three  72-in.xl6-ft.  Tubular  Boilers. 
Three  66-in.xl6-ft.  Tubular  Boilers. 
One  60-in.xl8-ft.  Tubular  Boiler. 
Four  60-in.xl6-ft.  Tubular  Boilers. 
Write  us  for  quotations  on  Heaters  and  Pumps. 
WHITEHEAD  MACHINERY  COMPANY,  Daven- 
port, Iowa. 


A  FEW  BARGAINS. 

One  No.  7  Bowsher  Feed  Mill,  complete  with 
sacking  elevator  and  extra  set  of  grinding  plates; 
in  first-class  order,  only  $55. 

One  set  of  pipe  threading  tools,  cutting  from  Vz- 
uuh  to  2-inch,  fair  order,  for  only  $10. 

One  rebuilt  Racine  Automatic  Engine,  h.  p., 
$35.  Address 

EDWIN  KILBURN,  Spring  Valley,  Minn. 


ELEVATOR  MACHINERY  AND  SUPPLIES. 

Persons  building  or  remodeling  grain  elevators 
should  write  for  our  catalog  of  machinery  and  sup- 
plies, which  describes  the  "Ohio"  Shelter,  Smith's 
Improved  Chain  Drag  Feeder,  Smith's  Overhead 
Wagon  Dump,  Elevator  Head  and  Self-Cleaning 
Boot,  Marquis  Ear  Corn  Feeder,  Cast  Iron  Pulleys, 
Wood  Pulleys,  Sprocket  Wheels,  Hangers,  Shafting, 
Belting,  etc.  I  also  manufacture  Saw  Dust,  Tupper 
and  Straight  Bar  furnace  grates. 

PHILIP  SMITH  CO.,  Sidney,  O. 


FOR  SALE 

Thirty  sets  of  42,000-pound  Fairbanks-Morse 
Compound-Beam  Hopper  Scales,  as  good  as  new. 
Can  furnish  framing  timbers  with  these  scales. 

2400  feet  of  second  hand  5  ply  17%-inch  wide  rub- 
ber belt. 

2800  elevator  buckets,  6x14%,  four  holes,  with 
brace  in  center.  Can  furnish  boots  to  go  with  this 
belt. 

Four  steel  pans,  168  inches  long  at  top,  92  inches 
long  at  bottom,  63  inches  wide  at  top,  37  inches  wide 
at  bottom,  60  inches  deep. 

Prices  made  on  above  on  application. 

TRANS-MISSISSIPPI  GRAIN  CO.,  523-534  Bee 
building,  Omaha,  Nebr. 


LOCATIONS  FOR  ELEVATIONS. 

Fine  locations  for  elevators  can  be  found  on  The 
Belt  Ry.  of  Chicago.  Competition  rates;  ample  car 
supply.  Same  as  being  located  on  all  Chicago  roads. 
For  other  information  address 

B.  THOMAS,  Prest.  The  Belt  Ry.  Co.,  Room  15, 
Dearborn  Station,  Chicago,  111. 


Burlap  Bags!!    Grain  Bags!! 

ALL  SIZES  HADE  TO  ORDER. 

W.  J.  JOHNSTON,  182  Jackson  St.,  Chicago. 


ROOFING  AND  SIDING. 


Structural 

Steel, 

Structural 

Iron, 

Roof  Trusses, 

Metal 
Roofing 
and  Siding. 

Write  for 
Prices  and 
  Catalog:. 

THE  GARRY  IRON  «&  STEEL  CO.,  Cleveland,  0. 

MANUFACTURERS  MORTAR  COLORS  and  MINERAL  PAINTS 

SYKES  STEEL  ROOFING  CO. 

611  So.  Morgan  Street,  Chicago 

MAKERS  OF  FIRE  PROOF  WINDOWS 

YY  E  manufacture  all  gauges  of  cor 
rugiited  iron,  either  painted  or 
galvanized.  We  make  Patent  Cap 
RooBng,  Roll  Cap  Roofing,  "V" 
Crimped  Roofing,  Metal  Ceiling«,etc., 
etc.     .•   .•    We  make  a  specialty  of 

Corrugated  Iron  and 
Metal  Roofing 
jitt^    Foi*  Grain  Elevators 

And  take  contracts  either  for  material  alone  or  job  com- 
pleted.   .■    Write  us  for  prices.    We  can  save  you  money 


GRAIN  RECEIVERS 


MINNEAPOLIS 


PV 


f.  11.  PtAVEY  &  (0., 


MINNEAPOLIS. 

GRAIN  RECEIVERS. 

Consignments  Solicited. 

MILLING  WHEAT  A  SPECIALTY 


MINN. 


BALTIMORE 


SMITH.GAMBRILL  CO., 

Cfaamber  of  Commerce,  Baltimore,  Md., 

GRAIN  COMiniSSION 
RECEIVERS  AND  EXPORTERS. 

RICHARD  GAMBRILL,  Western  Manager,  Chicago,  III. 

CAIRO 


MINNEAPOLIS 


H.LHalliday  Milling  Co. 

RECEIVERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

CORN -WHEAT-OATS 


CAIRO. 


ILLINOIS 


CORRESPONDENCE  SOLICITED. 

Our  Customers'  Interests  Closely  Watctied; 
their  Welfare  means  our  Prosperity. 


CHAS.  E.  LEWIS  &.  CO. 

Grain.  Commission  and  Stock  Brokers, 

CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE, 
MINNEAPOLIS. 


J.  R.  Mabfield,  Pres. 


Wm.  Gbitfiths,  Vice  Pres.  and  Mgt. 


C.  D.  TeabSE.  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


MARFIELD=GRIFFITHS  CO. 
GRAIN  COMMISSION 


OFFICES:  Consignments  and  Omers  for 

Chicago  Milwackee  Future  Hellverv  ^nllclted 
.Minneapolis    dulcth      fuiure  ueuvery  ^oiicnea. 

PRIVATE  WIRES— CHICAGO  AND  NEW  YORK. 

511*514  New  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


E.  A.  MARTIN,  Pres. 


S.  M.  PASSMORE,  Seo.  &  Treas. 


THE  P,  B,  MANN  COMPANY 
GRAIN  COMMISSION 

Special  attention  to  selling  wheat  by  sample. 

322  Flour  Exchange,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 

Branch  Offices:  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Duluth. 


334 


AMERICAN    ELEVATOR   AND   GRAIN  TRADE. 


GRAIN  RECEIVERS 


TOLEDO 


ESTABLISHED  1846 


C.A.KING&C 

THE  GOLDEN  RULE 

GRAIN  AND  CLOVER  SEED  DEALERS 

OF  TOLEDO,  OHIO 


0 


SPECIAL  MARKET  AND  CROP  REPORTS  FREE. 

BE  FRIENDLY.  WRITE  OCCASIONALLY. 

RAYMOND  P.  LIPE 

BUYER  OF 

HAY,  GRAIN  and  MILL  FEEDS 

MAY  A  SPECIALTY. 

We  can  use  hay  in  any  sort  of  car  that  comes  to  Toledo.  Can 
also  use  mixed  cars  of  hay  and  straw.     Write  for  prices. 


The  Spitzer  Building, 


TOLEDO,  OHIO 


WILLIAM  R.  WORTS 


ARTHUR  B.  EMMICK 


WORTS  &  EMMICK 

Grain  and  Commission 

47  Produce  Exchange,  Toledo,  Ohio 

SPOT  AND  FUTURES.  If  you  do  not  receive  our  bids,  ask  for 
them.  We  will  bid  you  no  matter  where  you  are  located.  Let  us 
handle  your  consignments.  Our  motto:  Success  to  our  patrons.  Try  us. 

REYNOLDS  BROS. 

TOLEDO,  O. 

Buy  and  Sell  Grain. 

SELL  US  YOURS. 

If  you  don't  get  our  bids,  ask  for 
them.  Consignments  always 
welcome.  Consign  us  yours. 


F,  MAYER 


].  F.  ZAHM.  F,  W,  JAEGER, 

ESTABLISHED  1879. 

J.  F.  ZAHM  &  CO., 

GRAIN  and  SEEDS, 


TOLEDO,  OHIO. 


1  Toledo  Produce  Exchange 
MEMBERS:  <  Chicago  Board  of  Trade, 

I  New  York  Produce  Exchange. 


Handling  consignments  and  filling  orders  for 
futures  OUR  SPECIALTY. 

SEND  FOR  OUR  RED  LETTER. 


PEORIA 


WARREN  i&  CO. 

GRAIN 
Commission  Merchants 

ROOMS  7  and  9  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE, 

PEORIA,  ILL. 

ESTABLISHED  1875. 

P.  B.&C.  C.  MILES 
Grain  Commission  Merchants 

BUYERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

36=37  Chamber  of  Commerce,  PEORIA,  ILL. 

T.  A.  GRIER&CO. 

PEORIA,  ILL. 

RECEIVERS,  BUYERS  AND  SHIPPERS 
OF  WHEAT,  CORN,  OATS  AND  RYE 

On  account  of  the  peculiar  character  of  the  season,  grain 
Is  largely  oil  grade  and  we  advise  conBlgnments. 

WE  GIVE  ALL  CONSIGNMENTS  CAREFUL  ATTENTION 


A.  O.  TYNG,  Jr. 


D.  D.  HALL. 


TYNG,  HALL  <a  CO., 

GroLin   atrvd  Commission 
Merchants, 

ROOMS  33  AND  35  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE, 
PEORIA,  ILLINOIS. 

VAN  TASSEL  GRAIN  CO. 

(NOT  INCORPORATED) 

Successors  to  VAN  TASSEL  (t  BVNN 
GRAIN  COMMISSION  MERCHANTS 
Tra.ck  Buyers  atrvd  Shippers 

PEORIA.  ILL. 


ROOMS  44  and  46 
CHAHBER  OF  COnHERCE 


OMAHA 


The  Updike  Grain  Co. 

BUYERS  AND  >  ¥->  /\  ■  l^T 
SHIPPERS  OF  rv/-V  1 1^ 

milling:  lA/heat  a  Specialty 

Write  for  prices  ob  Ctioice  Com,  Oats  and  Rye 
OMAHA  -  -  NEBRASKA 

BiVrfLE^REEK 


McLane,  Swift  ®.  Co., 


Buyers 


GRAIN  I 


Battle  Creek, 
Mich. 


CORRESPONDENCE  FROM  EASTERN  BUYERS  SOLICITED. 


\A/IRI 


NA/RITI 


MOIM 


UNITED  GRAIN  COMPANY  '^^'IVfUs^ 

Successor  to  Churchill  &  Company;  The  Paddock-Hodge  Company;  The  Churchill-White  Grain  Company. 

We  buy  delivered  either  of  these  points,  or  f.  o.  b.  your  stations.  Fire  proof  elevators  and  seed  houses. 
Unlimited  storage  capacity  for  grain  and  seed.    Storage  capacity,  6,000,000.    Unloading  capacity,  300  cars  daily. 

Clipping  Capacity,  175,000  Daily.    We  trade  in  futures. 


DETROIT 


WHEN  IN 


FOR  DETROIT  MARKET,  TRY 

H.  E.  BOTSFORD  &  CO., 

MEMBERS  DETROIT  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

OATS,  RYE  AND 


LOW  GRADE  WHEAT  |  ^P^^'^'"®^* 

Commission  Merchants  In  Grain,  Beans,  Seeds, 
Stocks  and  Provisions. 

928-929  Chamber  of  Commerce,  DETROIT,  MICH. 

 BUFFALO  

DUDLEY  M.  IRWIN 

Barley 

70-71  Board  of  Trade,  BUFFALO.  N.  Y. 

W.W.  ALDER 

Consign  Your  Grain 
To  a  Strictly 

Commission  Merchant 

...OUR  SPECIALTIES... 

Quick  Return  and  Careful  Guarding  of  Our  Shippers' 
Interests. 

Correspondence  Invited. 
Write  for  Buffalo  Marltet  Letter 

83  Board  of  Trade,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


Consign  Yovjr  GraLin  to 

BURNS  BROS. 

44  Board  Trade,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


QUICK  SALES.     IMMEDIATE  RETURNS.     RELIABLE  REPORTS. 
.Members  Grain  Dealers  Nutional  Association. 


NEW  YORK  CITY 

BROOKLYN  HAY  &  GRAIN  CO. 

HAY,  STRAW  AND  GRAIN 
COMMISSION  MERCHANTS 

ON  ALL  MARKETS  IN  NEW  YORK  HARBOR 

Office  J  Borough  of  Brooklyn,  New  York 
GEO.   N.   REINHARDT   &  CO. 

MELROSE  STATION,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


IBZlffi  TO  163  ^ST.  HARliM  RAILROAD 


Ji/nC 'cliff 
(PORT^ORRIS  BRANCH) 


We  sell  on  Oommission  and  buy  direct. 

HAY,  GRAIN  AND  FEED. 


Storage  capacity  8,000  bales,  30,000  buab^i 
l«t  us  know  what  you  have  to  offer. 
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ORAIN  RECEIVERS 


CINCINNATI 


HENRY  HEILE&  SONS 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

SieVsTHAY,  GRAIN  and  FEED 

Warehouses  and  Elevators  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Covington,  Newport  and  Latonia,  Ky. 


MILWAUKEE 


Milwaukee  Elevator  Co. 

GENERAL  GRAIN  DEALERS 
AND  BUYERS 

BARLEY    A  SPECIALTY 
61-66  Mitchell  Building,         MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


MEMPHIS. 


W.  p.  BROWN 


GEO.  READ 


W.  p.  BROWN  &  CO. 

Successors  to  JNO.  K.  SPEED  &  CO. 

WHOLESALE  GRAIN,  HAY,  SALT 


PITTSBURG 


C.  A.  FOSTER. 

McCance  Block.  Cor.  Seventh  Ave. 
and  Smithfield  St..  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
EstabllsKed  1878 

Wholesale  Grain,  Hay  and  Mill  Feed 

CONSIQNnENTS  SOLICITED. 
References:   The  Colonial  Trust  Co.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

QEIDEL  &  CO., 

Leading  Mill    Feed  Dealers, 
GRAIN,  HAY  AND  STRAW. 


ST.  LOUIS 


Mkmbeus  of 
National  Hay  Association, 
Pittsburg  Grain  and  Flour  Exchange. 


PITTSBURG,  PA. 


WE  USE  ROBINSON'S  CIPHER. 


DANIEL  MMMTS  SONS  (0. 


ESTABLISHED  1867 


LEADING  HAY  AND 
GRAIN  DEALERS 


Office,  No.  t  Madison  Street  MPMPHI<i  TFINJIM 

Warehouse,  Cor.  Builcr  and  Tennessee  Sts.    "iClTlfl  lio,  ie;i'<(1'«(. 

DECATUR 


OUR   BIDS  ARE  GOOD  ONES. 


PHILADELPHIA 


L.  F.  MILLER  &  S0N5, 

RECEIVERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 

Grain,  Feed,  Seeds,  Hay,  Etc. 

OFFICE  2931  N.  BROAD  ST..  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

CONSIGNMENTS  SOLICITED.  Special  attention 
fiTen  to  llw  bandllflf  of  CORN  AND  OATS. 

j  Manufacturers'  National  Bank,  Pblladelpbla.ra. 


RX7SBSN0XS. 


I  Union  National  Bank.  WeetmlDiMr,  Ud. 


ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. 


T.  P.  GORDON 

Wholesale  Dealer  in 

GRAIN,  HAY  and  HILL  FEED 

COMPETENCY,  INTEGRITY  and  ABILITY 

SHIP  TO  ME--ORDER  FROM  ME 

References:    Any  Bank  or  CT     lO^FPH  MO 

Commercial  Institution  of  St.  Joseph       •  •  oyjjl^r  11,  HIKJ. 

COPENHtCEN,  DEHIUBK. 
CHR.  HERSKIND 

COPENHAGEN,  DENMARK 

An  old  established  commission  house  desires  the 
selling  agency  of 

GRAIN,  OIL  CAKE  AND  jHILL  STUFFS 

Refer  to  Danish  Consulate.  Chicago 


CONSIGNMENTS  SOLICITED. 
Reference:  Duquesne  Nat'l  Bank. 


PITTSBURG,  PA. 


D.  G.  STEWART 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 

VA/HOLESrtLE    DEALER    I  IN 

GRAIN,  HAY  and  MILL  FEED 

Proprietor   Iron   City   Qraln  Elevator 
CONSIGNMENTS  SOLICITED 

GEIDEL  &  DICKSON 

PITTSBURG  GRAIN   AND  HAY 

connissioN  house 

935  LIBERTY  AVE.,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

CONSIGNMENTS  SOLICITED 

H.  Q.  MORGAN  &  CO., 

Receivers  and  Shippers  of 

GRAIN,  MILL  FEED  and  HAY 

WRITE   FOR   OUR  BIDS 

203  Bissel  Block,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 


CLEVELAND 


THE  UNION  ELEVATOR  CO. 

BUYERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

WHEAT,  CORN,  OATS,  HAY  AND  STRAW 

OUR  SPECIALTY:    RECLEANED  ILLINOIS  SHELLED  CORN 

CLEVELAND,  O. 

H.  M.  STRAUSS  &  CO. 

SrCCESSOKS  TO 

STRAUSS  &  JOSEPH 

Commission  Merchants 

WE  WANT  OATS. 
SHIP  US  YOUR  TIMOTHY  SEED. 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 


CONNOR  BROS.  &  CO. 

GRAIN  AND  HAY 

ST.  LOUIS. 

MEMBERS    OP    GRAIN    DEALERS'    NATIONAL  ASS'N 

We  Solicit  Your  Consignments  of 

Grain,  Hay  and  Seeds 

Q.  L.  GRAHAM  &  CO., 

301  Chamber  of  Commerce,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

BRINSON-WAGGONER 
GRAIN  CO. 

RECEIVERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  GRAIN 

FUTURE  ORDERS  EXECUTED  ST.    LOUIS,  MO. 

PICKER&BEARDSLEY 

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS 

GRAIN,  HAY  AND  GRASS  SEEDS 

THE   LARGEST   RECEIVERS  OF  CON- 
SIGNED  SEEDS  IN  ST.  LOUIS. 
No  option  trades  taken.     Strict  attention 
paid  to  the  sale  of  cash  grain  by  sample. 


ST. 


IVII 


KJ  R  I 


CHICAGO 


Bei\tley-Joi\es  GrdLiiv  Co. 


G  R.  A  I  N 


COMMISSION  MERCHANTS 

Consignments  and  Orders  for  Future 
Delivery  Solicited. 

73  and  74  Board  of  Trade,  CHICAGO. 


W.  H.  LAIDLEY  &  GO. 

.stocks,  Iionds....(irain  and  Provisions, 
Unlisted  Securitie8...Bank  Stocks, 
Investments. 
180-190  LA  SALLE  STREET, 
Telephone  170  "Private  Exchange." 


Qerstenberg;  Si  Co. 

COMMISSION  riERCHANTS 


Personal  attention  t-'iven  to  sellint; 
grain  and  seeds  by  sample. 
BARLEY  A  .SPECIALTY. 


Chicago 


Try  us  and  you  will  be  well  pleased 


W.  F.  jonxsoN 


GEO.  A.  WKOKNER 


W.  r.  JOHNSON  &  (0. 

GRAIN,  SEED  AND  PROVISION 

Commission  Merchants 

Orders  for  future  delivery  carefully  executed. 
Consignments  and  correspondence  solicited. 

Room  59,  Board  of  Trade  cmcMGO 
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N  RECEIVERS 


CHICAGO 


W.  R.  MUMFORD  CO., 

GRAIN  COMMISSION 


CHICAGO: 


MINNEAPOLIS: 


428-430  Rialto  Building.  79  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

KANSAS  CITY.  ST.  LOUIS.  MILWAUKEE. 

Liberal  advances  on  Consignments.    Orders  in  Futures  solicited. 
Cash  and  Future  Market  Letter  mailed  tree  on  application. 
Members  of  Different  Exchanges. 


RECEIVER 
AND  SKIPPER 

SAM  FINNEY 

COMMISSION  MERCHANT 


425-426 


My  personal 
attention  given 
consignments. 


CHICAGO 
ILL. 


Your  orders 
for  cash  and 
futures  solicited. 


E.  W.  WACNER 


MEMBER  CHICAGO  BOARD  OF  ^RADE 


PERSONAL  ATTENTION  GIVEN 

SPECULATIVE  ACCOUNTS 
AND  CONSIGNMENTS. 

Market  letter  mailed  free  on  application, 

99  Board  of  Trade  BIdg.,  Chicago,  III, 


J.  H.  WABB 
O.  W-  LKB 


E.P.  IiEZiAND 
F.  J.  FATTPiY 


Consign  your  Drain  and  seeds  and  send  your 
Board  of  Trade  Orders  to 

WARE  &  LEUND, 

200=210  Rialto  BIdg.,  Chicago. 

GRAIN,  PROVISIONS, 

STOCKS  AND  COTTON. 

Write  for  our  Daily  Market  Letter. 

Your  interests  are  our  lateretts. 

Special  attention  glTeti  to  cash 
grain  shipments. 


CHICAGO 


the:  tri-statb  grain  co. 


Buyers  and  Shippers  of  Grain ^ 

CHICAGO. 


OPERATINQ 
HAWKEYE  ELEVATOR  "A,"  HAMMOND,  IND. 
HAWKEYE  ELEVATOR  "B,"  DAVENPORT,  IOWA. 


GEN.  OFFICE:  EXCHANGE  BLDG. 
U.  S.  YARDS, 


J.  ROSENBAUM    GRAIN  CO, 


( I  isi  c  o  R  R  o  F=e  AT  e:  D ) 


GRAIN    M  E:  R  C  H  A  INI 

CHICAOO 


MUELLER  ®  YOVNG  GRAIN  CO. 

RECEIVERS   AND  SHIPPERS. 

BARLEY  AND  OATS  A  SPECIALTY. 

2  SHERMAN  ST.  CHICAGO. 


Write  for  my 

"Grain  Trade  Talks" 

Edward  G.  Heeman 


70  Board  of  Trades 

Membep  Chicago  Board  of  Trade. 


CHICAGO 


COMMISSION  MELRCHANT  ONLY. 

Doing  no  trading  whatever  on   my  own   account,  which  enables 
me  to  judge  the  marKet  from  an  unbiased  standpoint. 


All  business  transacted  through  / 
and  confirmed  by  Halely  Bros,  f 

My  "GRAIN  TRADE  TALKS'*  are  published  in  full  in  the  Chicago  Evening  Post 
and  Chicago  Journal.    -6®^  Will  send  either  paper  free  to  customers. 


/Consignments  of  cash  grain  and  orders  in 
t     futures  have  my  personal  attention. 


NO  BARGAIN  COUNTER  or 
REMNANT  SALES 

WE    GET    VALVE    FOR    YOUR  PROPERTY 

LASIER  &  HOOPER 

GRAIN  COMMISSION    102=103  Rialto  BIdg.,  CHICAGO 


"THE   ONLY  WAY' 

IN  THE  GRAIN  TRy\DE,  is  to  be  so  well  informed  as  to  the  trend  of  the  markets  that  the  dealer  secures 
the  greatest  advantage  for  himself  of  all  that  is  going. 

Consignments  judiciously  made  give  most  satisfactory  results  and  insure  the  recognition  of  merit 
in  all  better  qualities. 

Occasionally  track  sales  are  advisable  and  "pan  out"  well,  though  not  so  often  as  is  popularly  believed.  If  you 
want  THE  BEST  THAT  IS  GOING,  from  inspection  and  weights  to  sales  and  results  and  prompt  returns, 
"CALL  UP"  or  WRITE  TO   


Grain 
Seeds 
Provisions 


POPE  &  ECKHARDT  CO. 

317-321  WESTERN  UNION  BLDG..  CHICAGO 


THEIR  CUSTOMERS 

"/ive  long  and  p-osper.'' 
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GRAIN  RECEIVERS 


CHICAGO 


Adthorized  Cai  i  1  at..  faOO.OOO.OO 

The  Calumet  tc  Western 
Elevator  Company 

GENERAL  GRAIN  HANDLERS 

Careful  Attention  Consignments  and  Future  Orders 

"Chlcaf-'o  Evening  I'osi"  fontuiiiinj,'  our  daily  market  letter 
mailed  you  it  desired. 

169  JACKSON  BOULEVARD,  CHICAGO 

CHARLES  D.  SNOW  &  CO., 


COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

228  and  230  Rialto  BIdg., 


MEMBERS 
CHICAGO  BOARD  OP  TRADE 


CHICAGO. 


Our  Special  Market  Letters  and  Pocket  Manual  furnished  free 
on  application. 

E.  \A/IIN/\INS 

GRAIN  AND  flELD  SEEDS      COMMISSION  MERCHANT 

BARLEY,  OATS,  WHEAT,  CORN,  RYE 

TIMOTHY,  CLOVER,  FLAX,  HUNGARIAN  iWlLLET 


6  Sherman  Street, 


CHICAGO 


Write  us  freely  on  all  matters  pertaining  to  grain  and  field  seeds. 
Your  questions  fully  and  cheerfully  answered:  particular  attention 
paid  to  timothy  seed  and  grain  by  sample.  Consignments  and  spec- 
ulative orders  receive  our  careful  personal  attention. 


Hbnbt  Hbmmelgabn  Philip  H.  Schifflin 

Established  1861 

II.  HEMMEldARN  &  (0., 

connissioN  herchants. 

Grain,  Seeds  and  Provisions 

Rooms  317,  318  and  319  Rlilto  BulldlDt,    rmr  A.nf\    II  I 
Adjoining  Board  of  Trade.  '  lV^/\ViW,  ILL.. 

Consignments  Solicited.  Correspondence  Invited. 

E.  W.  BAILEY  &  CO., 
Commission  Merchants, 

GRAIN,  SEEDS  AND 
PROVISIONS  


72  Board  of  Trade, 


CHICAGO. 


//  you  haven't  read 

''LETTERS  TO  GEORGE' 


From 


UNCLE  BOB 


You 

ought  to. 


Write  Uncle  Bob  ai  517  Rialto  Building,  Chicago,  and  he 
win  send  them  to  you. 


ARMOUR  GRAIN  CO,, 

205  LA  SALLE  STREET, 
CHICACX). 

GRAIN  BUYERS  AND  DEALERS. 


CHICAGO 


W.  S.  SEAVERNS         Established  1856.  H.  A.  PORITZ 

Consign  Your  Grain  and  Seeds  to 

I.  N.  ASH  &  CO., 

FUTURES  OF  GRAIN,  SEEDS  AND  PROVISIONS 
BOUGHT  AND  SOLD  ON  MARGINS. 

76  Board  of  Trade,  CHICAGO 

A.  C.  CURRY  &  CO. 

Commission  Merchants 

GRAIN,  SEEDS  AND  PROVISIONS. 
Board    of    Trade  Building 
CH ICMGO 

WARNER  &  WILBUR, 

GENERAL  COMMISSION 
MERCHANTS 

CONSIGNMENTS  AND  ORDERS  IN  FUTURES  SOLICITED 
417  and  419  Royal  Insurance  Building, 

Established  1879  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


Long  Distance 
Telepb.ae,  3339  Harrison 


HAY, 
STRAW 
and  GRAIN. 


connissioN  herchants 

Correspondence  and  Consignments    66  BOARD  OF  TRADE, 
Solicited.    Market  Reports  r-ntz-Ann     ti  ■ 

on  Application.  CnH^AUU,  ILL. 

(HKAdO  ORAIN  &  UEVAIOR  (0. 

GRAIN  HANDLERS  AND 
COMMISSION  MERCHANTS 

240  La  Salle  Street,  CHICAGO 

Prompt  and  best  service  in  handline  your  cash  {jrain 
and  orders  in  futures. 


MONTAGUE  &  COMPANY, 

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

Grain,  Flour,  Millstuffs  and 
Seeds. 

Orders  solicited  in  grain  for  future  delivery.  Write 
lor  our  daily  market  letter. 

6  and  8  Sherman  Street,    -  CHICAGO. 


HULBURD,  WARREN  &  CO., 

Capital,  $250,000.  Surplus,  $50,000. 

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

GRAIN  AND  PROVISIONS. 
Receiving,  Shipping,  Futures.    Business  Solicited  la  any  Dept. 

OFFICERS;  W.  S.  W»rren.Pre8.;A.C.  Davis,  Vice  Trei.;  t  has.  H.  Hulburd 
TreM. ;  C.  J.  Northup,  Secy.;  John  Gillies,  Asst.  Treas. 

47  Board  of  Trade.  CHICAGO. 


RUMSEY  &  COMPANY 

(Successors  to  RUMSEY,  LIQHTNER  &  CO.) 

Commission  Merchants.        Grain,  Provisions  and  Seeds. 

CASH  AND  FUTURE  DELIVERIES, 
97  BOARD  OF  TRADE  CHICAGO 


CHICAGO 


COMMISSION  MERCHANTS 


We  Have 

every  facility  for  handling 
grain  on  consignment  or  for 
future  delivery. 

Experienced  IVIen  on  'Change. 
Ample  Financial  Resources. 

Thirty  Years'  Experience. 

77  Board   of  Trade 


(jlSOBGK  S.  BBIDGB 


•lOHN  R.  Leonard 


BRIDGE  &  LEONARD 

GRAIN  AND   HAY  COJVIJVIISSION 


 MEMBERS  

ChicaKo  Board  of  Trade 
St.  Louis  Merchants'  Exchange 
Milwaukee  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Grain  Dealers'  National  Association 
National  Hay  Association 


62  Board  of  Trade 
CHICAGO,  ILL. 


W.  H.  MERRITT  &  CO., 

Grain  Buyers  and  Shippers 

CORRESPONUKNCE  SOLICITED. 

87  Board  Of  Trade,     CHICAGO,  ILL. 


T.  D.  RANDALL  G.  H.  RANDALL  H.  L.  RANDALL 

ESTABLISHED  1852  Member  Natn'l  Hay  Asso. 

T.  D.  RANDALL  &  CO., 

COMMISSION  HERCHANTS, 

HAY,  GRAIN  and  STRAW,    FLOUR  and  POTATOES 

Correspondence  and  Consignments  Solicited.  Market 
Reports  on  Application.  Long  Distance  Tel.  Harrison  400. 


92  Board  of  Trade  Building, 


CHICAGO. 


W.  M.  GiLLICK 


Jos.  Simons 


QILLICK,  SIMONS  &  CO. 

commissiON 

GRAIN  AND  PROVISIONS 
58  Board  of  Trade 

IZlx^jl^''''^''^^  CHICAGO  and  MILWAUKEE 

National  Starch  Co. 

GENERAL  OFFICES:    THE  ROOKERY 

Chicago 


BUYERS  OF  CORN 

JOS.  p.  GRIFFIN,        Manager  Grain  Dept. 

ILLINOIS  SUGAR  REFINING  COMPANY 


General  Offices:  The  Rookery,  CHICAGO. 


Waukegan, 
Geneva,  III. 


FACTORIES: 


Pekin,  III. 
Venice,  I 


BUYERS  OF  CORN 

Daily  Consumption,  6.1,000  Bushels. 

JOS.  p.  GRIFFIN,       Manager  Grain  Dept. 

The  Glucose  Su^iir  Refining  (ompiiny 


General.  OKices:  The  Rookery,  CHICAQO. 

Chicago,  III.  FACTORIES  :  Rockford,  III. 

Peoria,  III.  narshalltown,  la.         Davenport,  la. 


IM 


CoasumptioD  100,000  Bushels  Daily 

JOS.    I=».   GRIFI=^IIN.     mgr.   Grain  Dept. 
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All  Aboard! 


TSN'T  it  about  time  for  you  to  "get  onto'' 
^  the  merits  of  Wolf  Elevating,  Conveying 
and  Power  Transmitting  Machinery. 

It  will  convert  a  poorly  paying  elevator 
into  a  money  maker.  It  saves  where  other 
machinery  wastes — saves  time,  labor,  expense, 
— saves  anywhere  and  everywhere. 

The  cost  of  repairs  and  replacements,  and  the 
losses  caused  by  embarrassing  breakdowns, 
are  unknown  when  Wolf  Machinery  is  used. 

Let  us  hear  from  you.  We  want  to  send 
you  convincing  proof  that  our  machinery  is  at 
once  the  most  efficient  and  the  most  economi- 
cal made — the  kind  that  yozi  ought  to  have. 
One  of  our  representatives  will  be  glad  to 
call  if  an  interview  is  desired. 


The  Wolf  Company 

Chambersburg.  Pa. 

EXPORT  AND  ATLANTIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT:    521  N.  Twenty-third  St.,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 
GENERAL  SOUTHERN  OFFICE:    SOS  Willcox  Bldu..  Nashville,  Tenn. 

GENERAL  NORTHERN  OFFICE:    309  S.  Third  Street,  Minneapolis.  Minn.  . 
PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT:    323  Alisky  Bldg.,  Portland,  Oregon. 


4G00D  POINTERS 

 OM  THE —  

Willford  Three-Roller  Feed  Mill. 

(1 )  It  is  Easy  to  Handle. 

(2)  It  is  Strong  and  Durable,  but  Simple. 

(3)  It  will  Grind  the  Most  Feed  with  the 

Least  Power. 

(4)  It  can  Always  be  Relied  Upon. 
Write  for  Circulars  and  Prices. 

WILLFORD  MANUFACTURIN6  CO., 

303  3d  St.  South,     -    MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


A  GRAIN  SPOUT 


That  will 
load  cars 
without 
shoveling. 
It  is  worth 
its  weight  in 

gold. 
It  will  save 
you  in  labor 
all  it  cost  in 
less  than  a 
month. 

Send  for  Prices 
to 


H.SANDMEYER&CO., 

PEORIA,  ILLINOIS. 


The  AJ AX  SYSTEM 

PROTECTS 
MILLS  AND  ELEVATORS 
Against  Lightning  Loss 

Estimates  furnished  for 
equipments  in  all  parts  of 
United  States  and  Canada. 

THE  AJAX  CONDUCTOR 
&  MFG.  CO. 

Medlnah  Temple,  CHICAGO 


JXriKL  I  CONVEYING 

MAGHINERY 


Chains  (All  Styles), 
Sprocket  Wheels, 
Shafting, 
Pulleys, 

Take  Up  Boxes, 


Elevator  Bucket! 
Boots,  Bolts, 
Hangers, 
Gearing, 
Swivel  Spouts, 


Belt  Conveyors. 
SEND  FOB  CATALOGUE. 

THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO. 

New  York— Denver.   Columbus,  Ohio. 


Panorama 
of  the  Rockies 

That  is  only  one  of  the  grand  scenic 
features  of  the  trip  across  the  continent 


via  the 


Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 

Railway 

Why  not  take  The  Overland  Limited  to 
California  via  Omaha,  and  return  via 
St.  Paul  and  The  Pioneer  Limited? 
You  will  enjoj'  all  of  the  trip,  and  find 
that  it  can  be  made  quickly,  comfortably, 
and  at  slight  expense.  The  choice  of 
a  number  of  otlier  routes  across  the 
country  is  offered  by  this  line.  A  postal 
will  bring  complete  information. 


F.  A.  MILLER, 

Oeneral  Passenger  Agent. 


CHICAGO 
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The  "Western" 
Shaker 
Cleaner 

Separates  CORN  from  COBS  and  Cleans 
WHEAT  and  OATS  THOROUGHLY 
without  changing  screens.        :        :  : 


Adjustable  Screen. 
Perfect  Separations. 


Perfect  Cleaning. 
Duplex  Shake. 


Strong,  Light,    Durable,    Compact  and  Quiet. 


UNION  IRON  WORKS. 


SOLE  MANVFACTURERS. 

WRITE    FOR  CATALOG. 


Decatur,  IH. 


The  Boss  Car  Loader 


which  is  shown  la  the  accompany 
ing  cut,  is  without  doubt  the  best 
car  loader  on  the  market. 

For  particulars,  write  to 

Maroa  Mfg.  Co. 

Maroa,  III. 


BRAIN  TOOLS 

Save  time  and  hard  work  and  insure  accurate  results. 

THE  GRAINMAN'S 

ACTUARY  Shows  at  a  g-lance  the  cost  of  bushels  and  frac- 
tional parts  of  bushels  for  any  amount  up  to  50,000  bushels. 
Contains  214  well  printed  and  well  bound  pages.  Sent 
postpaid  on  receipt  of  price,  $1.00.  No  miller  or  grain 
dealer  can  aflford  to  be  without  it.  Address 

MITCHELL  BROS,  CO.,   315  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago 


J. 


Patent  Automatic  Grain  Scale. 


R  USE  IN 

ELEVATORS,  DISTILLERIES,  MALT  BOUSES,  FLOUR  MILLS,  ETC. 

ACCURATE  AND  BEIilABLrE  AT  AI.L,  TIMES.   SCAXES  SENT  ON  30  DAYS'  TBIAX. 

SEND  FOB  CIBCVL.AB  AND  PRICE  lilST. 


J.  B.  DUTTON,  1026  and  l028  Scotten  Ave.,  DETROIT,  MICH. 


Grain 

Dealers'  and   Shippers'  Gazetteer 

PRICE 
REDUCED 

FROM 

^ONTAINS  freight  agents'  official  list  of  flouring  mills,  elevators,  grain  dealers,  shippers 
and  commission  merchants,  located  on  all  the  principal  railroads  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada.    Also  contains  the  grading  and  inspection  rules  of  leading  markets.    This  is 
the  handiest  and  most  complete  list  of  the  kind  published.    If  you  do  business  in  this 
line,  you  can  scarcely  afford  to  be  without  it.    The  edition  contains  over  200  large  pages,  in 
a  durable  cloth  binding.    Sent  postpaid  on  receipt  of  $1.00       ::        ::        ::        ::       :;  - 

$2  TO  $1. 

MITCHELL  BROS.  CO.,  315  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago 
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MACDONALD 
ENGINEERING  CO. 

En^iineers 
and 

Contractors 

Builders  of 
Grain 
Elevators 


In  Wood,  Steel  or 
Combination  Materials 

Any  Capacity,  from 
5,000  Bushels  Up, 


RIALTO  ELEVATOR,  CHICAGO. 


1454-55-56-57    Monadnock  Building 
CHICAGO.  ILLINOIS 


WHEN  YOU  WANT 


Elevator  or 
Mill 

Supplies.... 


Cleaning  Machines, 
Feed  Mills, 
Corn  Shellers, 
Engines  and  Boilers, 
Gasoline  Engines, 
Horse  Powers, 


WRITE  TO 


GREAT  WESTERN  MANUFACTURING  GO. 

OENKKAL.  OFFICE  AM>  FACTORY  :—IjEAVKNWOBTH,  KAW. 

WAREHOUSL  AND  SALESROOMS:    1221-1223  Union  Ave.,  Kaosas  City,  Mo.     Send  for  our  Illustrated  Catalog. 

SEELEY,  SON  U  CO., 


Architects  and  Builders 

OF  ALL  KINDS  OF 

GRAIN  ELEVATORS 


Steel  Storage  aivd  Elevator 
Constructioiv  Convpany. 


..BVILDEKS  or... 


Steel  Grain  Elevators 

BUFFALO.  N.  Y. 


JOMIM     S.  IVIE 

Engineers— Grain  Elevator  Builders. 

WE    MAKE    A    SPECIALTY   OF   FURNISHING    PLANS   AND  SPECIFICATIONS. 
620.6:23    The    Temple,  -  Chicago,  III. 


A  partial  list  of  elevators  which  have  been  designed  and  constructed  by  us  and  under  our  supervision: 


MANCHESTER  SHIP  CANAL  CO.'S  ELEVATOR,  Manchester,  England  

GRAND  TRUNK  ELEVAVOK  No.  3.  Portland,  Me   

(iRAND  TRUNK  ELEVATOR  No.  3,  Portland,  Me   

NORTHERN  GRAIN  CO.,  Manitowoc,  Wis  

KURLINGTON  ELEVATOR,  St.  Louis,  Mo   

UNION  ELEVATOR,  East  St.  Louis,  lU   

EXPORT  ELEVATOR,  Buffalo,  N.  Y   

.J.  K.  BOOTH  ELEVATOR,  Parry  Sound.  Canada  

CHESAPEAKE  &  OHIO  RAILWAY  ELEVATOR,  Newport  News,  Va  

SOUTHERN  PACIFIC  TERMINAL  CO.'S  ELEVATOR,  Galveston,  Texas  ... 

BURLINGTON  ELEVATOR.  Peoria,  111  

CANADA  ATLANTIC  RAILWAY  ELEVATOR,  Coteau  Landing,  Quebec  

HALLIDAY  ELEVATOR  CO.'S  ELEVATOR,  Cairo,  lU  

CLEVELAND  GRAIN  CO.'S  ELEVATOR,  Sheldon.  Ill  

LAWKENCEBURG  ROLLER  MILLS  CO.'S  STEEL  ELEVATOR,  Lawrence- 
burg,  Ind    

MISSOURI  GRAIN  CO.'S  TRANSFER  ELEVATOR,  Moberly,  Mo  

GRAND  TRUNK  TRANSFER  &  CLIPPING  ELEVATOR,  Chicago.  lU  

ERIE  RAILROAD  TRANSFER  AND  CLIPPING  ELEVATOR,  Chicago,  111 
GOEJIANN  GRAIN  CO.'S  TRANSFER  ELEVATOR,  Mansfield,  Ohio  


Bushels. 
1,500,000 
1,500,000 
1,000,000 
1,400,000 
1,300.000 
1,100,000 
1,000,000 
1,000,000 
1,000,000 
1.000,000 
500,000 
500.000 
500,000 
400,000 

400,000 
170,000 

loo.ooo 

100,000 

100,000 


W.  S.  (lEVflAND  [levator  BuilDINd  (o. 


500  Corn  Exchange  Building, 


PloLrvs  SLnd  Estlnia.tes 
Fvjrrvlshed  orv  AppllcBLtlorv, 


MINNEAPOLIS.  MINN. 


MINNEAPOLIS  STEEL  <a 
MACHINERY  CO. 

MINNEAPOLIS.  MINN. 

BUILDERS 

 OF  

STEEL  ELEVATORS 
CORLISS  ENGINES 

ELEVATING.    CONVEYING    AND  POWER 
TRANSMITTING  MACHINERY 

STEEL  STRUCTURES 


UP-TO-DATE  COUNTRY  ELEVATORS 


TRANSFER  AND  CLEANING  HOUSES 


Long  Distance 

'Phone 
Main  U66. 


L.  0.  HICKOK, 

Grain  Elevator  Builder 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


226 

Flour  Exchange 
Buildlag. 


OVER  THIRTY  YEARS'  EXPERIENCE 


CORRESPONDENCE  SOLICITED 
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Geo.  M.  Moulton  ^  Co. 

Fisher  Building,  Chicago 
Successors  to  J.  T.  MOULTON  (Si  SON 


l.ODO.OOO-bushel  fireproof  Grain  Elevator,  constructed  of  Hollow  Tile  liuiklini;  Blocks,  for 
Albert  Schwill  &  Company,  South  Chicauo. 

THE    PIONEERS  IN 

Grain  Elevator  Construction 

ARCHITECTS  AND  BUILDERS  OF 

FRAME,  STEEL  and  TILE 
GRAIN  ELEVATORS 


J.  F.  DORNFEILD 

I3i*   VAN    BOFREINJ    ST"  f=?  E!  EIT,  CHICAGO 

EirMGIISIElEIR  AND  BUILDER  oi^ 
ElL-EIVAnrORArsiDRACXORY  BUILDINGS 

WITH  MACHINERY  ANO  POWER  EQUIPMENT 

ES-TABLISM  E:D 

irsi  is7e 


The  many  years  of 
experience  in  mill 
and  elevator  arrange- 
ments enables  us  to 
give  PERFECT 
SATISFACTION 


1.000.000  BU.  FIRE-PROOF  ELEVATOR. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
SOLICITED 


C.  E.  FLORA. 


L.  J.  McniLLIN. 


RELIANCE  MFO.  CO., 

MANUFACTURERS  OF  THE  RELIANCE  GRAIN  CLEANERS. 

"'Z,!",-:,  GRAIN  ELEVATORS, 

Complete  Equipments  for  Elevators  and  Mills, 
1521,  BATES  STREET.      -       -       -     INDIANAPOLIS,  IND. 


E.  LEE  HEIDENREICH 

DESIGNER    AND     BUILDER  OF 

GRAIN  ELEVATORS 

Heldenroich-Monior  Armored  541  Rookery, 

Concrete  Fireproof  Construction.  CHICAGO.  ILL. 


G.  T.  HONSTAIN 

Successor  to  HONSTAIN  BROS.,  Contractors  and  Builders  of 

GR/\IIN  E LEV /\ TORS 

313  Third  St.,  South 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 


Exchange  Elevator  built  by  Q.  T.  Honstain,  Minneapolis. 
Fireproof  storage  capacity  250,000  bushels. 
Working  house  capacity  150,000  bushels. 


Nebraska  City  &  111.  Elo.  Co., 

Cbicngo,  2,000,000 
Bartlett,  Frazler  Co., 

Chicago,  1,000,000 
II.  Rogers  Co., 

St.  Louis,  500,000 
F.  H.  Peavey  &  Co.. 

Minneapolis,  1,000,000 
S.  S.  Linton  &  Co., 

Minneapolis,  650,000 
S.  S.  Lluton  &  Co., 

Minneapolis,  450,000 
Interstate  Grain  Co., 

Minneapolis,  500,000 
City  Elevator  Co,, 

Minneapolis,  400,000 
Security  Grain  Co.. 

Minneapolis,  400,000 
Royal  Milling  Co., 

Great  Falls.  Mont.,  100,000 
.lennlson  Bros., 

,Janesvllle,  Minn.,  100,000 

Four  hundred  countiy  eleva- 
tora  from  10,UU0  to  50,000. 


GAe  BARNETT  &  RECORD  CO. 

416   CORN  EXCHANGE,  MINNEAPOLIS.  MINN. 

General  Contractors  and  Designers  of  Grain  Elevators,  Mill  Buildings, 

Docks  and  Warehouses. 

We  are  prepared  to  use  all  of  the  various  kinds  of  elevator  construction,  but  recom- 
mend our  special  construction  known  as  the  Record-Johnson  System  Patent  Fireproof 
Semi-Porus  and  Glazed  Cellular  Tile  Grain  Storage  Construction,  covered  by  the  follow- 
ing patents  and  which  we  have  exclusive  control,  patents  Nos.  664323,  664324,  664325, 
692544,  713104. 


The  followlns:  is  a  partial  list  of  owners  and  capacity  of  plants  which  we  have  built  in  the  last 

four  years  under  these  patents: 


Northwestern  Veast  Co.,  Chicago, 
Canadian  Ry.  Co.,  Port  Arthur, 
David  Stott  Milling  Co.,  Detroit, 
Pabst  Brewing  Co.,  Milwaukee, 


300,000  bus 
2,250,000  bus 
200,000  bus 
250i)00bus 


Great  Eastern  Elevator,  Minneapolis.  1,000,000  bus. 
St.  Anthony  Elevator  Co.,  "  2.200,000  bus. 
North  Star  Malting  Co.,  "  50(1,0(10  bus. 

Victoria  Elevator  Co.,  "  250,000  bus. 

Frisco  Ry.  Elevator,  Kansas  City.         700,000  bus. 

We  have  under  construction  at  the  present  time  the  following  plants: 

Schlitz  Brewing  Co..  Milwaukee,  550,000  bus.     Texas  City  Imp.  Co.,  Texas  City,  Tex.,  500,000  bus 

Washburn-Crosby  Milling  Co.,  Buffalo.  300,0(X1  bus.     Millbourne  Mills  Co.,  Philadelphia,       200,000  bus 

The  following  are  a  few  of  our  largest  wood  constructed  elevators: 


Calumet  Elevator,  Chicago,  1,000,000  bus. 

Minnesota  Annex,  Chicago,  1,000,000  bus. 

C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.,  Itasca,  1,125,000  bus. 

Belt  Line  Elevator,  Superior.  2,500.000  bus. 

Superior  Terminal,        "  2,500,000  bus. 

Pittsburg  &  Western  Ry.,  Fairport,  O.,  1,000,000  bus. 

United  States  Milling  Co..  Duluth,  1,000,000  bus. 

Empire  Elevator  Co.,  Minneapolis,  2.500,0(X)  bus. 


Maple  Leaf  Elevator,  Kansas  City,  1,000,000  bus. 
Burlington  Elevator.  St.  Louis,  1,000,000  bus. 

Grand  Trunk  F;ievator,  Portland, Me.. 1,000,000  bus. 
F.  H.  Peavey  &  Co.,  No.  1,  1,750,000  bus. 

Interstate  Elevator,  Minneapolis,  1.000,000  bus. 
Texas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  Westwego,  La..  1,0(XI,000  bus. 
Hoosac  Tunnel.  Charlestown,  1,000,000  bus. 

And  hundreds  of  smaller  houses. 


Wy  RITE    US    l=OFe  ESTI/VlrtTES 


To  Get  the  Best  Results 


it  is  necessary  that  an  elevator  be  prop- 
erly planne(d  with  a  view  of  the  work  to 
he  done  and  the  conditions  in  each  case. 

This  requires  practical  knowledge  and 
nood  judgment.  Without  these  two 
•  lualifications  satisfactory  results  will 
never  be  attained. 

BURRELL  ENGINEERING  AND 
CONSTRVCTION  CO. 

Incorporated 

265  La  Salle  St..         CHICAGO.  ILL 


342 


AMERICAN    ELEVATOR   AND   GRAIN  TRADE. 


S.  H.  TROMANHAUSER, 

Designer  and  Builder 

GRAIN  ELEVATORS. 
FIREPROOF  BRICK  CONSTRUCTION 


A  Specialty. 

Country  or  Terminal  Elevators  in  any  Design  or  Capacity. 


Write  for  Plans  and  Estimates. 


805-6  PHCENIX  BLDQ.,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 


The  SECKNER  COMPANY 

"''^SUr/rf",",  GRAIN  ELEVATORS  f^S'o„^rr. 

803,  115  Dearborn  Street,  ::  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 


Perforated  Metal 

■ — FOR  

Grain  Elevators,  Flour  Mills, 
Rice  Mills,  Malt  Houses. 


THE  ROBT.  AITGHISON  PERFORATED  METAL  CO. 

303-305  Dearborn  Street,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


P.  H.  PELKEY 

WINFIELD,  KAN. 

CONTRACTOR  OF 

GRAIN  ELEVATORS 


WRITE  ME. 


OUR  SPECIALTIES 

Patented  Chain  Grain  Feeders 
"Little  Giant"  Grain  Cleaners 

"Little  Giant"  Suction  Fans 
Water-Tight  Elevator  Boots 

Elevator  Heads 

"Safety"  Wagon  Dumps 

Send  specifications  for  complete  equip- 
ments for  Grain  Elevators. 

B.  S.  CONSTANT  CO.. 

BLOOMINGTON    ::  ILLINOIS 


C.  A.  LOWE 

ENID.  OKLA. 

GRAIN  ELEVATOR 
BUILDER 


OHIO 

GRAIN  AND  SEED  CLEANER. 


9  9 


Wil)  clean 
any  Seed  or 
Grain  that 
grows. 

Larger 
Capacity. 
Less  Power 
Required 
than  any 
other  Clean- 
er Made.  Get 
Our  Catalog 
of  Hand  and 
Power 


Machines. 

BEELMAN  CABINET  COMPANY, 

40  Columbus  Street     -      -     Cleveland,  0. 


Schroeder's 
Portable 
Grain  Dump 

Handles  all  kinds 

of  Grain 

In  Any  Position 


FOR  LOADING  INTO  CRIBS  OR  BINS 


Ear  corn  and  small  grain, 
into  cribs  and  bins.  Any 
kind  of  grain  from  bins 
to  wagons,  or  from  wagons 
to  cars. 

For  particulars  write  us 
for  descriptive  catalog. 


Schroeder  Bros. 

PATENTEES  and  MANUFACTURERS 

MINIER       -  ILLINOIS 


FOR    LOADING  CARS 


FOR  LOADING  WAGONS 
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THE    'PX/'RCHASE,    OF  THE 

Htss  nmm.  m  driers 


TO  THE  EXCLUSION  OF  ALL  OTHER  DEVICES  BY 

THE  ARMOVR  GRAIN  COMPANY.  Chicago 
BARTLETT,  FRAZIER  <a  COMPANY,  Chicago 
CHICAGO  RAILWAY  TERMINAL  ELEVATOR  CO.. 

Chicago 

CHICAGO  DOCK  COMPANY,  Chicago 
THE  RICHARDSON  COMPANY,  Chicago 
CHICAGO  GRAIN  SALVAGE  COMPANY,  Chicago 
CONSOLIDATED  ELEVATOR  COMPANY.  Duluth 
NORTHERN  GRAIN  COMPANY.  Manitowoc 
CLEVELAND  GRAIN  COMPANY.  Cleveland 
VPDYKE  GRAIN  COMPANY,  Omaha 
ILLINOIS  CENTRAL  R.  R.  COMPANY,  New  Orleans 
TEXAS  ®  PACIFIC  R.  R.  COMPANY,  New  Orleans 
KANSAS  GRAIN  CO.,  Hutchinson.  Kans. 
OMAHA  ELEVATOR  CO..  Omaha,  Neb. 

Indicates  the  unanimous  conviction  among  grain  men 
that  the  HESS  DRIER  is  a  necessary  and  profitable 
adjunct  to  the  grain  business. 

The  investments  hy  the  above  mentioned  concerns 
alone,  in  HESS  DRIERS,  aggregate  $200, 000. 00. 

New  book  describing  the  drier,  free. 

Hess  Warming  ®.  Vei\iilatiA^  Co. 

710  Tacoma  Building.  Chicago.  111. 


6/>e  PERFECTION 
GRAIN  DRIER 

Rated  capacity  fully 
met  tn  all  instances 

When  we  say  100,  300  or  500  bushels  per 
hour  you  always  get  it. 

REFERENCES: 
BABCOCK  m.  HOPKINS.  Rensselaer.  Ind. 

ROSS  <a  ROSS.  Chalmers.  Ind. 

CALDWELL,  BARR  <a  CO.,  Earl  Park,  Ind. 
ROYCE  ^  COON  GRAIN  CO.,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio. 

HAMMOND  ELEVATOR  CO.,  Hammond.  Ind. 

UNION  GRAIN  ®  HAY  CO..  Cincinnati.  0. 

Our  machines  will  dry  and  condition  corn, 
oats,  wheat  and  any  gram. 

The  Perfection  Grain  Drier  Co. 

<NOT  INCORPORATED! 

Successors  to  TWEEDALE  &  HARVEY 
305  Dearborn  Street  CHICAGO 


THE  AMERICAN  MILLER 


$2.00 


THE  AMERICAN  ELEVATOR  AND  GRAIN  TRADE,  $1.00 


THEvSE  two  great  papers  every  month  for  one  year  can  be  had  for  ahiiost  the  price  of  one,  by  sending  the  $2.50  at  one 
time.  The  interests  of  the  niiUing  and  grain  handling  trtules  are  so  inseparable  that  you  need  both  these  "silent 
partners"  in  your  business. 

They  will  keep  3'ou  fully  informed  of  the  progress  and  prospects  of  3'our  line  of  business  in  all  ]>arts  of  the  world. 
Thev  record  the  latest  legal  decisions  and  developments  affecting  a'ou  business. 


Established  In  1B73 

Published  on  the  1st  of  evorj-  month,  at  $2  per  year.  Kacli  num- 
ber contain.^  88  pages  and  upward. 

It  is  the  great  illustrated  business  magazine  of  tli<-  flour  and 
cereal  milling  industrj-. 

It  is  not  a  daily  market  report,  hut  covers  l)roadly  cvt-ry  phase 
of  the  bvtsiness  from  the  production  of  the  grain  to  the  consumplion 
of  the  manufactured  products. 

It  is  the  most  complete  exponent  of  milling  mechanics  in  the 
world.  Water  power,  steam  engineering  and  all  milling  topics  are 
handled  hy  the  ablest  writers  in  their  respective  fields. 


Established  in  1B82 

Published  on  tlie  15tli  of  everj'  month,  at  $1  per  3'ear.  Fifty-two 
pages  and  ujjward  in  CNcrj-  inunbor. 

It  covers  broadlj'  and  comijictely  the  Inisiness  of  buj  ing,  selling 
and  handling  grain.  It  illustrates  and  describes  the  latest  storage, 
liandling  and  transportation  achievements.  It  deals  broadly  and 
vigorously  with  all  questions  and  usages  affecting  the  welfare  of 
the  trade.  It  enters  into  the  details  of  things  sufficientl}'  to  be  help- 
ful to  even  the  smallest  dealer  in  his  daily  business. 

.  It  will  keep  j-ou  elbow  to  elbow  with  your  fellow  dealers  in  all 
association  and  convention  work  for  lietterment  of  the  trade. 


MITCHELL  BR.OS.  CO.,  Publishers,  515  Dearborn  Street.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 
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THOMPSON-LEWIS  GAS  ENGIWE 


Ten  years  in  the  market.  Gold 
medal  World's  Fair  1893:  two 
gold  medals.  Omaha  1899.  Sim- 
plified wherever  possible,  yet 
always  efficient.  Easy  to  start: 
reliable;  durable.  Especially 
aLdapted  for  eleva.tor  power. 
Good  for  all  purposes. 


J.THOMP$blfftSbNSMFG.CO. 

119  BRIDGE  STREET,  -  ;  BELOIT.  YTIS. 


The 


B&C 


?9 


(Patented) 


BOLTS  DITtECTLY  OX  EXGINE  FLYWHEEL. 


FRICTION  CLUTCH 
PULLEY 

For  Gas,  Gasoline  and 
Oil  Engines. 

is  Simple,  Durable, 
Powerful  and  Effective. 

Write  for  new  catalog 
and  prices. 

MADE  ONLY  BT 

WHITMAN  MANUFACTURING  CO., 

GARWOOD,  N.  J. 


BEST  SCALES    IN   THE  WORLD 


Howe  Trucks, 
Qrain  Scoops, 
Grain  Testers, 
Grain  Scales, 
Letter  Presses 
Way  Bill 

Presses, 


Harrlsoa 

Conveyor, 

-Harrison 

-  Elevators, 

for  handllnp  ear 
corQ.  grain,  coal, 
ashes  and  all 
kinds  of  material 


HOWE  U. 


HOWE 


S.  STANDARD  SCALES,  all  kinds  and  sizes. 

The  Ball  Bearing  Scale— No  Friction  on  Knife  Edges. 


Gasoline 
Engines. 
Something 


always  on  the  move. 


are 
scales. 


not  be  sure 
on  weights. 
Howe  scales 
absolutely  true 


CHAMPION  STANDARD  SCALES,  all  kinds  and  sizes. 

HOWE  GAS  AND  GASOLINE  ENGINES. 
SECOND=HAND  REPAIRED  SCALES  of  standard  makes  and  sizes. 

We  repair  all  makes  of  scales  and  trucks,  and  guarantee  our  work — Send  for  catalogues  and  prices. 


ST.  LOUIS 
CLEVELAND 


BORDEN  &  SELLECK  COMPANY,  CHICAGO 


MINNEAPOLIS 
KANSAS  CITY 


THE  MODEL  GASOLINE  ENGINES 

Are  adapted  for  use  on  either  gas, 
gasoline,  or  ordinary  kerosene  oil. 
They  are  simpler  in  construction, 
therefore  less  likely  to  get  out  of 
order  than  any  other.  Write  for 
catalogue  and  prices. 

MODEL  GAS  ENGINE  CO., 

AUBURN,  IND. 

MARSEILLbS  MANUFACTURING  CO., 

Western  General  Sales  Agents, 
Marseilles  and  Peoria.  III.,  and  Cedar  Rapids,  la. 
HICKS  CREAM  SEPARATOR  CO.,  Aprents  for  the 
Northwest,  Minneapolis,  Minn, 


1, 


UNTIL  YOU  HAVE  INVESTIGATED 

"The  Master  Workman," 


DON'T  BUY  GASOLINE  ENGINES 

a  two-cylinder  gasoline  engine,  superior  to  all  one-cylinder  engines.  Costs  less  to  buy  and  less  to  run.  Quicker  and  easier  started:  has  a  wider  .sphere  of  usefulness.  Has  no 
vibration,  can  be  mounted  on  any  light  wagon  as  a  portable  or  placed  anywhere  without  expense  for  foundations.  Occupies  less  space.  Has  20  to  30  per  cent  more  power  than  one-cylinder 
engines.   Weighs  less  than  one-half  of  one-cylinder  engines.    2.  4,  5,  6,  8,  10,  16  and  18  horse  power.   Give  size  of  engine  required.   Please  mention  this  paper.   Send  tor  catalogue. 

II_ISIHEC3  1853.    IN/I e a g Ki e r  ar-id  I Stl-i  St:.,  C 1-1 1 0 AGO 
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The  Waterloo  Motor  Works 


WILL  FURNISH  YOU  AN 
ABSOLUTELY  RELIABLE 

Gas  or  Gasoline 
Engine 

Mechanically  perfect  and  warranted 
to  give  the  best  of  satisfaction.  Cata- 
log mailed  on  request. 

Waterloo  Motor  Works 

Waterloo,  Iowa 


GAS  AND  GASOLINE  ENGINES 
ELYRIA  ENGINE  CO., 

ELYRIA,  O. 


CLEVELAND  ELEVATOR 
BUCKET  CO.,   Manufacturers  of  the 

"FULLER"  PATENT  STEEL 

ELEVATOR  BUCKETS 


Suitable  for  Mills,  Elevators,  Ear  Corn,  Cobs, 
Clay,  Ores,  Broken  Stone,  Coal,  Sand  and  other 
extra  heavy  substances.  General  Office  and  Works : 
226  St.  Clair  St.,  Cleveland,  0.,  U.  S.  A. 


Ads  in  the  "American  Elevator  and 
Grain  Trade"  are  business  builders. 


Burlington  Lines 

Thro'  Eleven  Great  States 

Burlington  lines  traverse  eleven  of  the  greatest  states  in  the 
Union  — Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Nebraska, 
Kansas,  Colorado,  South  Dakota,  Wyoming,  Montana. 

Nearly  7,000  of  the  Burlington's  8,500  miles  of  road  are  located 
entirely  within  the  Louisiana  Purchase.  Within  this  territory  are  the 
corn  belt,  the  wheat  belt,  the  widest  live-stock  areas,  the  greatest 
scenic  wonders,  the  richest  mineral  regions  of  the  United  States. 

The  Burlington  has  been  built  through  the  heart  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  and  is  conceded  to  be  the  greatest  and  best  railroad  within 
its  limits. . 

If  you  want  to  know  more  about  the  resources  and  wonders  of  this 
great  region,  send  two  cents  for  a  copy  of  "Nebraska";  two  cents  for 
"The  North  Platte  Valley";  ten  cents  for  "Colorado";  four  cents  for 
the  "Hand  Book  of  Colorado;"  two  cents  for  "Estes  Park";  two  cents 
for  "Little  Journeys  in  the  Black  Hills";  six  cents  for  "Mines  and 
Mining  in  the  Black  Hills";  two  cents  for  "Custer  Battlefield";  two 
cents  for  "The  Big  Horn  Basin  of  Wyoming";  four  cents  for  "The 
Yellowstone  National  Park." 


Burlington 
Route 


p.  S.  EUSTIS, 

Passenger  Traffic  Manager, 
CHICAGO. 
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PROTECTIVE  PAI^T  FOR  CONSTRUCTION  AND  MAINTENANCE  OFSTEELAND  IRONWORK. 
PUBLISHED  FOR  FREE  DISTRIBUTION  BY  THE 

Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  Jersey  City,  U.SA. 


AMERICAN    ELEVATOR   AND   GRAIN  TRADE. 


THE  WAYNE  GAS  ENGINE 

AM  UNEXCELLED  ELEVATOR  POWER 

Uses  either  Gas  or  Gasoline.  Elec- 
trical or  tube  ignition. 

SIMPLE, 
ECONOMICAL, 
RELIABLE. 

Don't  fail  to  write  us  before  de- 
ciding on  anything  in  the  motive 
power  line. 

Fort  Wayne  Foundry  S:  Machine  Co. 

FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


NEW  ER/\ 


GAS  ENGINES 


NEW  ERA  HORIZOSTAL  GkS  ENGINE.      2  H.  P. LITTLE  GIANT  VERTI  AL  OaSOUNEENQINB.ON  SKIDS 
Heavy  and  substantial.      First-class  throughout.      Thoroughly  Uuanuiteed. 

PKlcE°°ADDR'Esi  NEW  ERA  IRON  WORKS,  30  Dale  Ave.,  Dayton,  Ohio 


MANUFACTURERS 

Contemplating  establishing  plants  in  the  West, 
should  take  advantage  of  a  location 
on  the 

Chicago  &  North -Western 
Railway 

which  reaches  the  famous 

Water  Powers, 

Coal  Fields, 

Iron  Ore  Ranges, 

Hard  and  Soft 
Lumber  Districts 

of  the  West  and  Northwest,  and 
affords  the  best  means  of  trans- 
portation to  the  markets  of  the 
world. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to 


MARVIN  HUGHITT,  IR.,  E.  D.  BRIGHAM, 

Pralght  Traffic  Mkwtaeer,     General  Freight  Agent, 
CHICACa 


Strength  is 
Paramount 


Simplicity  is  assured  by  correct  design  and  econ- 
omy is  demonstrated  by  a  perfect  understanding 
of  the  proper  explosive  mixture  and  the  means  to 
obtain  it. 

Staiionary  Engines.  3  to  50  H.  P.     Portable  Engines,  8  and  12  H.  P. 

::    ::    Write  for  full  information  and  our  illustrated  catalogue     ::  :: 

Olds  Gasoline  Engine  Works 

:2.23  Riwer  Street,  Lansing-,  TVlich, 


You  Want  a  GAS  ENGINE 

That  is  well-made  and  first-class 
in  every  particular 

THE  WATKINS 

is  IT.     Easy  to  start,  simple  in  operation 
and  exceptionally  well  finished. 
Catalogue  with  full  particulars  sent  on  request. 

THE  FRANK  IH.  WATKINS  MFG.  CO. 


839-855  W.  Sixth  St. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


THE  PIONEER  LINE 
WEST  AND  NORTHWEST  OF  OHMAOa 


The  "penny  wise  and  pound  foolish"  policy  has  an 
apt  illustration  in  the  man  who  buys  a  cheap  gas  or 
gasoline  engine.  Unreliable  service,  frequent  and 
expensive  repairs,  wastefulness  in  fuel  and  short  life 
offset  many  times  over,  the  small  saving  in  first  cost. 
The  "OTTO"  is  the  original  and  best.  Suppose  it  does 
cost  a  little  more  money;  the  extra  dollars  are  well 
invested.  70,000  users  throughout  the  civilized  world 
support  us  in  this  claim. 


THE  OTTO  GAS  ENGINE  WORKS, 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


MINNEAPOLIS, 
318  3rd  St.  So. 


CHICAGO, 
360  Dearborn  St. 


OMAHA, 
1108  Farnam  St. 


AMERICAN   ELEVATOR  AND  GRAIN  TRADE. 


HAVE  YOU  A  GASOLINE  ENGINE 


OR  HAVE  YOU  SEEN  ONETHAT 
CAUSES  ALL  KINDS  OF  AN- 
NOYANCE IN  STARTING, 
NEEDS  CONSTANT  ATTEN- 
TION, USES  TOO  MUCH  GASO- 
LINE, WEARS  OUT  LONG 
BEFORE  IT  HAS  GROWN  OLD 


THE  CHARTER 

Is  not  a  cheap  Kasoline  engine  unless  its  avoidance  of  all  of  the  above  objectionable 
features  and  giving  PERFECT  IMMUNITY  FROM  DANGER  is  taken  into  con- 
siaeration.l 

Following  is-from'one  of  the  largest  Grain  Elevator'houses  of  the  Northwest: 
'^Have  a  'Charter^  in  operation  -which  has  proven 
satisfactory  for  the  past  fiftee?!  years." 
This  is  a  number  of  years  longer  than  any  other  gasoline  engine  has  been  built. 

CATALOGUiE   A  NlD   T  EIS  TJ  M  O  Nil  A  L'S   ON  APPLICATION 
IState  your  power  needs. 

gy*  •  f\  IT  400  LOCUST  STREET 

vharter  uas  C/ngine  t/O.  sterling,  ill. 


What's  the  Trouble? 


Dusty  elevator?  Liable  to  fire  and  dust  explosions? 
High  insurance  rates?  Operating  expenses  too  large? 

DAY'S  DUST-COLLECTINQ  SYSTEM 

Is  the  remedy  for  these  evils.  It  soon  pays  for  itself. 
Then,  why  not  have  it?  Write  to-day  about  this  system. 


Poital  for  the  new  boolc 
let,  "Dust  Collecting  and 
Fuel  Fee.lng." 


H.  L.  DAY, 

II22  II26  Yale  PLce,  ittinoeapolls,  Minn. 


That'K  Day's  Dust  Collector. 
There's  no  other  like  it. 


SAFETY  CUT-OFF  and  ALARM 

MACHINES,  FOR  ELEVATOR  LEGS. 

Prevent  chokes  by  closing  gates  at  proper 
time.  Choke-ups  impossible.  Save  time 
of  men  and  plant.  Cups  and  belts  last  twice 
as  long.  200  machines  now  in  40  Minneap- 
olis elevators. 

moo  RE  &  LOREFNZ  CO. 

CHICAGO,  ILL. 


115  to  123  S.  Clinton  Street, 
60-65  W.  Monroe  Street, 


ALSO  MANUFACTURERS  OF  SALEM  STEEL  AND  UN 
ElEVATOR  BUCKETS,  CONVEYORS,  ETC 


YOU 
WANT  THE 
^  BEST 
J    M^A  MACHINERY 

A1_L.   ROIIMXS  CONSIDERED 

YOUR.  MONEY  CAN  BUY 

WE  FURNISH  THE  BEST  AT  PRI  'ES 
WHICH    WILL    MEET    YOUR    VIE /VS 

THE  WELLER  MFG.  CO. 

CHICAGO.  ILLINOIS 

Manufacturers    of    Grain    Handling  and  Power    Tr-- nsm  \ing 
Machinery  of  All  Kinds.    Also  Sheet  Metal  Wot  ti 


WE  MANUFACTURE  A   COMPLETE    LINE  OF 
UP-TO-DATE 


Grain  Elevator  and 
Power  Transmitting  Machinery 


SEND  FOR  OUR  CATALOGUE  M,  OF 
ELEVATING  AND  CONVEYING  APPLIANCES 


Webster  Mfg.  Co. 

EASTERN  BRANCH:      1075=1097  Wcst  15th  Street, 

38  Dey  Street, 

NEW  YORK  cirv.  CHICAGO 


Send  your  Orders  for 
Futures  and  Consignments  to! 

GEO.  H.  PHILLIPS 

232-235  Rialto  Building 

Chicago  . 

READ   MY  DAILY  MARKET  LETTER 


Callahan  Gas  and  Gasoline  Engines 

Are  known  by  their  users  as  the  Best  Engines  on  the  Market. 

Easy  to  Start  and  Very  EconomicaL 

NO   POPPET  VALVES. 


Carry  a  Complete 
Line  of 

Elevator  Machinery, 
Wagon, 
Hopper, 
Portable  and 
Dump  Scales 


HANDLED   EXCLUSIVELY   IN  THE 
NORTHWEST  BY 

C.  D.  HOLBROOK  CO., 

305   South  Third    St..   Minneapolis,  Minn. 


